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An exploration of the ethical connotations of animal experiments in the

concepts of “Ren” and “Humanitarianism”

ZHAO Yong
(Shanghai Laboratory Animal Research Center, Shanghai 201203, China)

Abstract: Life science and technology are evolving rapidly through iterations, and the ethical challenges brought
about by the in-depth application of laboratory animals in multiple fields are increasingly intensifying. The ethical
concept of animal experiments has multiple dimensions, among which “Ren” and “Humanitarianism” are the core
engines of the ethical ideology of animal experiments. Through the exploration of the concepts of “Ren” and

“Humanitarianism”, this article combs their ideological approaches of “Ren” and “Humanitarianism” in the ethics
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of animal experiments, and discusses the leading role of these concepts in improving the level of scientific and

technological ethical consensus, promoting the establishment of a good scientific research team collaboration

mechanism, and ensuring the quality of scientific research on laboratory animals. Combining the traditional Chinese

concept of “Ren” with Western humanitarianism, this article puts forward a collaborative framework for the ethics

of animal experiments, which helps to further consolidate the foundation of bioethics, promote the integration of

ethical thoughts between the East and the West, enable scientific and technological workers to always uphold an

attitude of awe towards life, abide by scientific research self-discipline, pay attention to moral cultivation, carry out

responsible research, and firmly build the bottom line of scientific research integrity.

Key words: laboratory animals; ethics; Ren; Humanitarianism; research integrity
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