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Abstract: Among other human activities, health-related big data research contributes to environmental degradation
through the emission of greenhouse gases (GHG), thereby increasing the risks of health-related harm to future
generations. How should we ethically address this risk? This paper proposes to examine the feasibility of scientific
researchers providing ethical justification for their work through carbon offsetting and reducing GHG emissions
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during the research process, for ethical review. I tackle three challenges for this proposal: 1) future generations

cannot provide informed consent regarding the risks resulting from current research; 2) it is difficult to reasonably

require researchers to bear the cost of carbon offsetting for the GHG emissions generated by their professional

work; and 3) current institutional review board do not typically review distant, third-party risks.
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