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The construction and development of China’s ethical organ

donation and transplantation system
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Abstract: Over the past two decades, China has achieved remarkable progress in reforming its human organ
donation and transplantation practices. Since January 2015, when voluntary citizen donations became the sole legal
source of transplant organs, the number of organ transplants has consistently reached record highs. Concurrently, the
cadaveric organ donation rate per million population and the registration rate of voluntary organ donors have shown
sustained growth. These accomplishments are attributed not only to national reforms in organ donation and

transplantation, but also to the establishment and refinement of an ethically compliant human organ donation and

s BHA: 2025-05-26 ; 1&E HH#A: 2025-06-29

HEWMB.: FESEBHEEERES SRS L I 4 (COTDF-020004); B fr AL 22 LR H -2 5%
FE(LQYXYZ-QGYZ): B i [X 5 = e B I 15T H (2021NZA004)

*@{51EE: E-mail: gzhuofeng@163.com



1M

FEE, & REFEREMNESEHRANBE LG RER SR 1431

transplantation system in China. This article systematically reviews the reform and development of China's organ

donation and transplantation initiatives, as well as the construction of related institutional frameworks. It further

addresses ethical challenges encountered in clinical practice and explores future directions to ensure high-quality,

sustainable development in this field, providing insights for advancing China's organ donation and transplantation

endeavors.

Key words: organ donation; organ transplantation; system construction; ethics; committee; multidisciplinary

collaboration; brain death; quality control
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