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Abstract: TNIK, a member of the STE20 kinase family, is attracting growing interest from both the academic
community and the field of drug discovery research. Through multiprotein interactions, TNIK exerts pleiotropic
effects on cancer-relevant pathways, driving the rewiring of proliferative, migratory, differentiative, and metabolic
programs. Moreover, abnormal TNIK expression is closely associated with the development and progression of
various cancers. As a result, targeting TNIK has emerged as a novel strategy for cancer therapy. To date, multiple
studies on TNIK-targeted cancer treatments have been published. This review summarizes the biological
characteristics of TNIK, its roles in cancer, the progress in TNIK inhibitor research, and explores the development
directions and potential applications of TNIK inhibitors.
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% 5 TRAF2 15 5% 5", TNIK /& RAP-2a (Ras-related
protein 2a, Ras #H¢H H 2a) AN, W53
B A0 B AR K AN P TNIK I8 & WNT {5
SHEBENEREA S, S5EBNELIERE, B
RERBHEEEMAE, HEBENREAFEEANR
TG, . TR R YR DL OE R
AT B R, RFEFA T TNIK FFJE TV 20
Ft + A TNIK FEAN R0 0 B A R D g, 3] TNIK
FHRZGMIIITE R, X TCEE NI IT A R St 1 3%
) L%

ARICLEAR T TNIK (150 T4 RHIE . 7RSI
AN A IR, BA S TNIK 1 AT 1 iE 12 W Fi
TBIT R AR FU IR, FERE B R B BR AN A R 7T
D7 TR, DU TNIK MO 73t 5%

1 TNIKB4EYIFER

1.1 TNIKH 5 FEEM4FIE

TNIK FE R w65 — AN 1360 NS MR 4 R 1)
EE(ED, HEANGEESWE. B agm
A1 C ¥ CNH (Citron homology, Citron [F]Jf ) 2544
I, TNIK 2 [ C %A N i 25 #3835 5 NIK (NCK-

interacting kinase, NCK #H H.1F F I & ) B 90% )
R, T HL 1R S5 A 805 NIK AN 53% FR) () 542 5
AR, ZE AR SR

M4 N 2K 85 A5 1% (Human Protein Atlas) %1
¥/, TNIK & AR & E P aRIE, EE
R BMNAY G EEANASARE, JLAE O A&
L K s . TNIK B9 \AS BT UIR B =~ Fh
T (ex14. ex16. ex2l) RIESH FE : i h 32
FIBAY ex14, ex16. ex2l AL, HHE. HHEL
JF b BRI ex14. ex16 PR, TS AL, filiy
B E BRI ex16 ALY, XKW, TNIK 3
BRIAE AN [F) 20 24 i BT U] 52 1) 7™ A% R %, TNIK 2 H
FEAFHZ A BE AR A G, Hean - fERE SR
AN, ex14 BN ATH0 ] F- UL3h & AR
IR s RS AL, ex14 AR T WL E AR A
%, PTBP1 (polypyrimidine tract binding protein 1,
LR X EAEA 1) 25z 0EE .
1.2 TNIKXT4RAE& 2R B A EIE

TNIK S KIS F- W3 1 251 i R A4
Mg B dI AR oS, 2 A BERER T RS 54
BN GCK Kikisms . WFRERY, TNIK /&

B
25 289 1047 1334
Kinase domain Intermediate domain CNH domain
1 1 1 1360
TCF4 B-Catenin RAP2
Traf2
NCK

A: B NTNIKE A 5e 8454, i AlphaFold3 T {3 #(AF-QOUKES-F1); Mol 4f /sl A7 T, %4545k 1 PDB3L
P (PDB ID: 5CWZ). B: TNIKS H A& FAH B AEH g idon & B .
El TNIKERZEMEREEERREE
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RAP-2a i 157 JL3h & [ 40 M B 28 0 4 = PR O 4,
RAP-2a 5 TNIK ) CNH 45 iIR&s &, kIl [ i
RGN 2y o BIAN VR A0 v B30, 16 5 FL A ik 4
By B e P

1.3 TNIKX{#EBE A5 #0IEE

{5 Tnik %% 52 R 2R S K B, TNIK =&
— O EER 1A IR BE AR . TNIK 252
gl (s 5 % T2, B INK (c-Jun N-terminal
kinase, c-Jun N K % ¥ i ). NF-xB (nuclear factor
kappa B, %7 xB). WNT Al AMPK (AMP activated
protein kinase, i 1 B2 i 0 &5 F1 B ) 15 5 18 B,
X5 5 LS HIEA ARG . AR/ R
W, Tnik/msn 3= R v] 3 BUIR D7 282 B b 5 w50
RIN, Tnik KO /NS BN RE I 3G 58, R B 2105 5 190,
BRAL. BENEIIALR. AL 23 %) B AT
ab BREE J1 8RS s IF HAE N 2 BYBE R B8 R
TNIK 5 2 DU H8 A5 A7 75 2 2 A O, A dEBE L
Mo 2= PEIAE . B I 205 1 (HbAle)s 1A E TR
H (BMI). 2 RUGE R RS UL H i =5 (TG)
K,

TNIK 5 5 5 A AH 50 3L S 5L O AH SR E .
5% [Kl-f- TCF4/TCF7L2 (transcription factor 4, #43%
K 4, RN TCFTL2) S5 iR, H
BN 2 A5 S 0E PR 1 R A A 55 1, g TNIK AT
DL5 TCF4 454 Il H i s btk U0 mliB Thik
BRI 56 DU AR B 1 (FF 5 B0 TNIK B 25 2 380k 2% )
(/0> BRAA B B 5 BEAIG, L TINIKC S5 2% /)N BRI 3 et ]
[E i (T-CHO) i %1 ¥% (GLU) % & i 26 1 1H [
% (HDL-C) /K- & 2 Ffik 2, IXUeRF 78, TNIK

e——

Promote Involve

| CE—

P —

T A 7E R 7T 4R L 7.
2 TNIKSHEfE

TNIK 7E 2 Pl fiE o S i 3Rk o 78 It 5K 40 g
JiE (LSCC) 1, i -4 () &3 Mg HhA7A4E TNIK 4% DL
IS ; /£ LSCC 4t &4, TNIK ) mRNA
RV KT LG I il b e g s v U 78 b [ S
B, 296 7% (8/106) PR BIA7E TNIK Z: K418,
ZR AR 5 TNIK & AR L BRI 1,
2.1 TNIK7ZEREEHEXESEEPNER

% WNT & 5 A5 H 2 k45 G0, B-Catenin
A PR PRI 55, 2 p-Catenin 7 i Jii
MBI A, F85E 1) B-Catenin 7E#% N 5 TCF/LEF
B R T 455 T UG S80S TR 7, T3 WNT 42
SEIA (g % 5% U 1, TNIK @ i /E A+ TCF4 # 5t [N
F M §2 1 WNT/B-Catenin JE % (K] 2). BRI =,
B-Catenin 14 4% /5 TNIK i 12 1L 3 A6 B4 3F H A
W SRS, TNIK fE41 A% P [R5 B-Catenin Al
TCF4 &5, FFHELWHRIL TCF4 %+, # %
N R S U, 4 TNIK g T4 RS, TCF4
[ IR P M i) U TNIK 26 1 KS4R /A%
(K28 54 AL TR R ARG =R, 14 FE TNIK
2R 2 B IE v 1) AT 30 ) TCF4 B e 3% IR 7 358 12k
IR, 12258 4 B TNIK 7] DL 5 3 8 98 TCF4 (1)
s R FIE P, 9F HXOME0E AT LY TCF4 55 154
REFRFE I e e AR i MYl Al L, TNIK 3
B AL v X WINTT 388 46 O S R o R

TEREIE 30% (1) fili s £ 5 A7 E TNIK B R3
B4, TNIK 7E i % e 40 B o 3d o B 92 3 2 A Merlin

/ﬁ- Catenin

- T\
—> TCF/LEF

[ Y,
- ~ ~N
P
Merlin —> [ FAK
Proliferation
g N > St?mne'ss
PI3K —> AKT Migration
)
+p
TGF-B —> Smad
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HEH, 5 FAK (focal adhesion kinase, J&j ¥ %k %
BEBNG ) OB, AT YAP BT Lk
P (B 2), feibmiEg R ", 7F LSCC g i
TNIK 7] #1i] FAK 2 397 {7 BSR4, 40640 i
A, EHRIL TNIK % E FAK B 1.

1 i 4 TNIK ] 2306 TGF-P (transforming
growth factor-B, #4¢ 4K KT B)-Smad JEH. WNT
8 % . TGF-B-FAK i #% LA J YAP-TAZ #5417
il (&l 2), i TGF-B 5l &K A549 4H AR I 52 [H]
Ak (EMT) DL B A48 1k U5 1,

76 B, TNIK i AKT i& 22 3 0E &
J& (B 2) : fE TNIK 434 (1) 5 8 40 g A 40 1) TNIK
Rk, WEEMEGRAERKIFESEET; R
R, UL AR AKT 38 B A S 20 i 1 W 3445
ifjﬁl [15]o
2.2 TNIKXE2ZRpE T 1ER0 s

ACHTE A1, WNT 38 6 6 T 22 Fhoi o 1 T 40 g
TR B AR, R T A0 R 2 M e
HRMICX P2, EfgiE T, WNT (55 % T 48 Fr
¥ 3 40 B ) R o IR S R R B R ) 2 O
Pl T R SO S EU WNT {5 5 57 8 s T
P I R AE B RE T4 e A P

WEFC R I, 45 B I oRd T 4 M b 7 4 CD44
LGRS /& WNT 15 5 8 % (g $E 3L R U2, i TNIK
A DL WNT 8B, DR e iy 4 i 1k
A IFATEH . TNIK #7471 NCB-0846 ] LA i 44
LW 9 98 1 40 i 3R T bR 4 (CD44. CD133.
CD166. CD29 Ml EpCAM) /& 3% ik 1 41 i tb 1) A
ALDH &, 525 52 ma i 41 f iR /e 77 S 78 /s B
PY I R R 2R U, RS i E P I (CML)
CD27 5H itk CD70 454, il ek i% 1% B-Catenin
AITNIK FAZ € 7, B4 98 A I 40 Hd  WNT 42
TN 2235, TR 3E 3 05 140 M 3 s A o4k 7
DL RS 78 7 TNTK 7E 4 F5 B8 40 B T o )
HEER,

3 ETFTNIKRREZIEIS B SRR

3.1 TNIKFRIZKESEERGHXR

WEFE R B, TNIK 75 2 e b 7 /i, H
HEENBUGHIG. — UG br EP AR 72T
7220 4] I~ SR 4G E e S5 () TNIK SR Rk 5
BERIER R R, SR ER TNIK &RIE4 11
(p = 0.028) F1 TI1 3 (p = 0.006) FHH LR KEFFE
B A T TNIK (RRIA A s fE2 TR+, TNIK

e IR A 8 Dy T A 8 7 v 2K %) B S T
BRI 2 B 5 — TG B AR B S R B, 91 9
i Jig Je8 KR 3 FE R HR TNIK Y mRNA A2 (3 7K F
PIREmTREEHL  INIK £X 25T @ =
0.045) A1 TNM (p = 0.040) 4 3 5 1F 41 5% 5 Bb4b,
Kaplan-Meier £ 77 i 26 £ W], TNIK = &5 B &1
ML (OS) A1JC T 4 47 1 (DFS) 35 Tk K ik
B P XE 302 1 B 40 M (HCC) #F AR 347 5 g%
AL HT BB : % p-TNIK FRIA 595 B PE M1
(pM1 1) #1255 (p < 0.0001), H.¥.45 & (DFS, p = 0.049;
0S, p =0.037) 1 £ 7 #r (DFS, p = 0.006 ; OS,
p = 0.003) tHiF5L T 4% p-TNIK FKIAXT FH 1) HlUs B
HEEE LY, HA, TCGA 25 # &r TNIK
FER Y 16 5 onk B AR AR WA (p = Lle-7, ¥
NK Ry AEL = 635: 9987), Gepia2 Hdi 7 4>
HT 27 TNIK (5 3R A RV SR / S . [R) B2 R
AEAEIA AR G

3.2 TNIK{EAREREM GRS SIaTT R

T TNIK 5 2 Ml U m BEAHOC, [k
ATDME TG AR G4, Rl I8 KA B X
T BT .

BEAE 9T O3 7 TNIK 78t KA R e b i &
FAE A« TNIK @ % A & 2% 404 HCT116 & DLDI
SRR WNT JEEEPE . WNT $83E R %1k DL A 40
WGERE 77, HIB N TEST TNIK (1) siRNA 7] DL 2 410
H PR R A K N N A S R BR TNIK 7] 5 3%
W E R B i G A I T R o Y A,
T M i DR 24H e 4 A 2R PRI TNTK B DA S 25 41
AR U, BEN - ThRE - RANZ 5 ALIRIER W,
TNIK 7EJRE, U 45 B i kA2 R e rh i &
BAE, AERARERERITI A

4 PATNIK 950 = B RES A TT SR B

4.1 N FTINIKINHIF B R

H 076 2 T T TNIK B K 17N 2130 771 S5
7 X TNIK S0 R AL s MR (£ 1), X
BE b S0 L Ak A S5 4 L 3
4.1.1 INS018-055

INS018-055 HH Jefiy 2 Geiff &, 1E AME—HEA
Il PR T B ) TNIK Y15 771, G B ik A e & 1
i EF 4 fk (IPF), 1A HAE " 2GR —3K 1
R 5 (ATP 584 BUANHI 7] ), FHANH] TNIK 3% 1
(1) 1IC5, 4 7.8 nmol/L, Jf H H A & & ik £ 1% (20
pmol/L Kb B v i 430 AN 3 1 43 AN iE AR T
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2542 T IC;, (nmol/L) TR LGP DA 2R I []
compound 9% 8 2y Astex NGy A7) 2013
KY-05009"* 9 ol WhE 2,3 K NG A ) 2014
ON108600" 5 ) AL IR B NG 2015
NCB-0846!" 21 ) S ENES AP nee SRV Wi NG T 2016
Jatorrhizine®! KA LY WHTH T RZEAEm R SRR AE RS H 5 2019
compound 9. 10%Y 8. 7 4t ity Ri] S ) Jé ANGR TR 2019
compound 21k 26 LY DY )1 K S A = B NG F A7 2022
compound 8g"* 50 iifilal IO ) 1K 5 At 2 2 e NGY AR ) 2022
TP15%" 14 gl R KNSR T IR 4l 1) 2022
OBDY"! RAAG B ¥4 5 1) 24 9 W R e NG F AT 2023
35p1) 6 LY DY )1 K S A 2 B NG F A7 2024
INS018-055" 7.8 I PRI Yty B e NG T ) 2024

\

y OO
o N N
_/
NC -

compound 9

GGHHJ

compound 9

compound 10

[
HN N
ngg
HN' i
/©/ko

KY-05009

o}

compound 21k

o

A

z

HiKingDraw#: i, &SI R .

20%, ICs, fi&F 100 nmol/L FI{XAT 5 ). INSO18-
055 7 T Bl PR Bt 70w 7 te R B 9 4 P9 A
fiE ™, Ha B PR B 78 (NCT05938920) 75 HLAFFA

compound 8g

NN

35b

E3 TNIKHPHIFI AL F 254

INS018-055

WRg B . 2N 12 AR, WERERZIBITH
BB S B A B AR M I T R e . R H —
K 60 mg s HAFIEH T, HFRFVC 53
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LR KT FHEE T 03 0 98.4 mL, 1 22 R 7 40 /3 1)
FVC 5328 K FAH L P44 R F% 62.3 mL.
4.1.2  HAWTNIKAMHI5]

B ) TNIK B R4 ) 700K 22 1% 25 B W e
e S/ S DR =N /b h R N E IR I RS
P£. NCB-0846 & HH H 7% [ 379 A A 0 i 5T BT i
[ — Flt TNIK ¥ B 400 ) 770, 8 T 10 2 4ol 77) ( 9
ATP ZE5+ 1), JEM ] 1Cs, 4 21 nmol/L, R} fit&
S M AR K DA R T B A B R AR, IR AR
U B IR e U, B, 2k AR
LR 2 R e B BS 21k DU IR SR P
Wt 78 1 — M TNIK g sl 7], BA R85+
1 (IC5, = 26 nmol/L), Jf BA 18 75 B I iy 128 %
PE (1E 413 Fh N ZRB0G  2 B0 R4 poadk Bt )™,
150 mg/kg-BID A] #1#l HCT116 S5 P #% 4 I3 A5 14 (1)
JHRE AR K. 350 2 D 1 K 2 46 78 5 B AT 7 1 — Fof
TNIK BEgHp 5), R R4 19 TNIK 80 #
il % 1 A1 HCT 116 20 i 40 il v ¥4 (1Cso 18 20 51N 6
nmol/L F1 2.11 umol/L), LA K K 4F I ik i 0k 5 1%
25X B 71 S RFAE R 1R AR ) R FE (84.64%), 50
mg/kg-BID AJ 401 HCT116 SR F% A2 83 A5 784 1) b e
A K P, OBDY J2: 1 5 il 24 ot U G AT
— Bl TNIK 575, 5 DA 06170 77 19 (R BF S A [F)
M2, ZAEY R IEE R 3 TNIK 507 217 B4 DA
R 3 I B Ao AT R #E B iR AE L, 20 mg/kg-QOD
A DL N B P R R R AR A K B

Britbz Ah, % 2 2 R HA TNIK $0H 77 4%
WA, AE AL TR AT 7T B B 24740 ok st
DAJEEIE 3 MAIE F) TNTK 061 751 R T o AR L A
IRZ AR, B ARA SEEAHCRIER . 55k,
25415 TNIK 45 & 77 200 22 ¢ 0] 24 2506 B 2 5
miy U242 fEp kUG, B TNIK M ZhRE A7 7 55 bk
AAEFE B FORES, XHMARES FIM G T8 440
A, EEXHTET ATP &4 NESMEHESR . AFH
gE 475 SHINAHIFIE L RE 4o 2 R B4
I ME R EOMRES, BT ATP 554 54
B s w0 S EEEEEOERES, BTHE
ATP 55 4 BUFN G5 5 T B0 1) 551 45 & 72 ATP 148
M AL E s IV B EIFIA L& T ATP BURYI & &
ALt s VARSI RIEE & T BB X A AN [F X
B VIR S I~V R R] ] AR [, SR
EAHREDTTH AN S MR RN, AFH
TNIK 25 £ 155 3 B 40 ) 77 /5 WNT 388 2% 3 14 7 T
HRFRGHES P 1R TNIK #1057 0] fg

WNT B ICIE M, T8 TNIK 0050 fe e
FHEPUR IR T .. SRR SR EE
295022 S IR DR E R A T
4.2 TNIKHDHIF S ML R BL AR

H AT 7658 T TNIK BCA AR Gudb 7 va 7 96 A 1
W9, (24 BF 5B TNIK 5 5057 008 97 9 I .
1EBEAT 58 SR IT 2 B0 A TNIK 4011 771) NCB-0846
HEATAREE, R BULE AR AR AA o AR H 1) S O HE R
BB IT R, T HAX AR RCRAE TNIK 5321 (1 48
Hh B IR 2, 2R I A SRR AT AR AR TNIK i
43 ETTNIKMGERTT RS

G PE RS T pet U0 ) 7R 0T S R B8 11 M T K
LN, HRZHEE IEMN R Y R
— XA YR JT SRS DL 5% ICB (immune checkpoint
blockade, 5y A8 2 £ BH W ) ST IVE T R X AE
AT EAEEE L. 2022 8, MY BERRGEY
S RIE T TNIK #6175 ICB 7 iEBR A 1R YT 14
PR 45 B BF S R B, TINTK 400 1) 551 3 {3
G 8 51 G M A8 T AN B RS CD8T T 4 i, Y
58 7 R AN PD-1" CD8" T 40 i 1 I 77 A Bt i osg
YER s 4 TNIK #1571 5 #2 17) PD-1 B4 2 s 4
P FHEE, 78 50% 181705 B A Sl b8 1) 56 42
R .

5 TNIK{EAREIEATT R RIS FIHkaL

PUMIREIT 5 K 25 RN H 5 B0 A
H AN A RO B E, YR  2 S
ATER R WY RN R T RERIT, BEIE T
BEXAPUE. ST, KEER. mwaetk
—HEAYRAERM FEH Iz —. HF R
(P72, LA TNIK VB AR VAT S b B A B3 AR 35,
T RAE AT TH o« 75/ REAG H bR Thik B2,
B /SRR AR, HLAS 25X /N BRI AW S I 4
FreA g ERm P, X8 DL B TNIK 259 1) %
E oy

fH7&, TNIK MKW TT K S e LA v I ) PR A
ARG IR M. AP AT, GCK 5 e 1) i g
X B B R Y, IO TIE R R T Bk
{HIZ, JRY B RE INS018-055 IR BB R FAT, AT
BRI BE /N TRk R R 7 1 1

6 BES5RE

TNIK 25 Z e KA kg, HMEZRiE
i 0 T 5 25 A 06, DL TNIK A 80 bR (496 5 VA I7
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I CAEF R, M ORIT VRS H AT 0 B
BoR R AFRIET S, (2 B ATAE O E I R E
AETE AR B B FLIE R I, TNIK 78 HAhdE Mk
WRR R AVERT A 44 RERER VAT R B A R L)
iﬁjj [8, 19, 40] .

HZ, DL TNIK SRR 145 B 25 it 2 B
MIVER AN EE R . TNIK AN [F 245 f v
Tt L L) A YA AR 9 P O A L 1 T X &5
FRAE, 0B & P AR AR E B Q0w SO IR - 1Y
TNIK Fi 551 (AT B b3 gy PR 5 A S %48 ) mf
Refe B A B IPLss Elm 2t i 7 ), RIREHTE
PEFE U TNIK A7 7E R Erp 2 5, 1 78 5 2 P
AL VE 1 B B 45 W R IR S 21 DB FH v AN B 58
W . TERHT AT AT, DA N % WNT
W E N, RBERL AT . i
o] 253X A 0] B, R A B R PR AL ) 46 A A
TNIK 7£ WNT i 2% 1 i /EH B 2 ibe, X—1EH
R NP B, AKZFIS TCF4 &5 4. CL 51
TNIK K54R SR NNZRE /1 B350 TS, Rk 2:
T AT WNT BRI s (E AT S AR RS ) 2
TEIEH I TNIK NMZ 2 J5, 75 e Bl A vs R
BHEREEENER, E_:HEEWAAFEEENIER.
B AR TNIK 7] DL H 30 R 1L TCF4, {HARE 524 HE
I AEREThRE T AE A EEMEA

Hsz A AR TNIK X%F WNT 3l 5% i 4
AT RE BE AR T FLEE A RRAE, T AS 2 LU A v
P B, SRR S SR o, XA RS
HEHAANE SR P, NEEHR BT (haY
9 255 1E TNIK [3E T 20 F, 1 NCB-0846 25 &
EAETE R A TNIK b (HEME I, &% 9
5 ATP AR 456 I AR R FEAIH] WNT G828 1)
TER BY, XS TUAARE, BRaAE TNIK Bl i i i
PEAREE, Sl EHTEAEY 9 45 A U1 TNIK
N, TNIK C28 K3 7 HAEH

SR TNTK P38 1 A0 35 14 2 0 L1« TNIK
1) KS4R TG 55 g M A6 5 P 28 48 5k 3 K 9 TCF (1)
S154A 2835 L] TNIK 75 5 (0 80 J5 PR 5 3% 0% 1k
Fhe B, XEEBAHER TSR R, RATE
A < 7E TNIK 5648 M 3E R a0, ER TR
AT 5 TCF4 Je HoAth JL 005 IR 1 20 e 58 B A5 AR 1)
PP R W, TR IR N SE R T 6 TCF4 1
BRRRALIGE, 2 J5 TNIK [ BB 1b % P s A B
T, RAXFEA BRI RS SRS

HRBIARF G803 — ANIEYE & p764-TNIK (R
W) HEEETZAN Y, R TNIK 345K
TEPETE AR PR AR AT BE R TEAZ N HEAT 1, IR L Fh
ZEAE TNIK BEE AN . 2T Eid Bk, MgT
] LS 1) TNTK, B b 5 1 3 P ) 5 3 AR sl v 2
BRSNS . BAREEIEH = 0 — &R NCB-0846,
gEAFAREE R R K X, SE TNIK A 481058 ;
Ty RGBT, B AR LS R A
RS T TNIK. 2 B CAET X SRS 0, 2
9 M TNIK 78 58 B TCF4 BaE 5, HAFE T,
RECLER /S8, DRI PR JL AT B AR, FiTRE 7 ORI
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