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tsRNA: a novel tumor biomarker
SHU Hui, LIU Ya-Yun, XU Qing, SHENG De-Qiao*, YANG Yi*

(Hubei Key Laboratory of Tumor Microenvironment and Immunotherapy, College of Basic Medical Sciences,
China Three Gorges University, Yichang 443002, China)

Abstract: tsRNAs are a class of small non-coding RNA molecules that exhibit regulatory functions, resulting from
the specific cleavage of tRNAs. Advances in high-throughput sequencing technology have revealed that tsSRNAs
possess significant biological roles, including RNA silencing, translation regulation, inhibition of apoptosis,
epigenetic regulation, and intercellular communication. Recent research indicates that tsSRNAs are crucial in
tumorigenesis, influencing various biological behaviors such as malignant proliferation, invasion and metastasis,
tumor resistance, apoptosis, and the reprogramming of tumor metabolism. Moreover, tsSRNAs are found abundantly
and stably in various bodily fluids, either as free molecules or within extracellular vesicles, thus impacting
intercellular communication within the tumor microenvironment. Additionally, tsSRNAs serve not only as novel
tumor biomarkers but also as potential therapeutic targets. This review aims to summarize the generation,
classification, biological functions, roles and mechanisms of tsSRNAs in tumors, potentially providing new strategies
for the early diagnosis and targeted therapy in oncology.
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ARG S /N RNA. WFFE R B, tsRNAs & —
KHEA ZFIhREMI ARG D RNA, fE 0815 3L R KIE
Z 5RMBE . N SARIEGER, HEH A
TAEFH S . tsRNAs 7E Z i b R Rk, W%
FlRRI PR . AR IRAT Y . R R ER
LR AR A T R S P sRNAs
RE A% PR e S AR, 25 4 i B 1 7 o R
PAGEFERR S AAES 5 FIRhE g, T8
T 20 e BA gk e, BRAM R e, TR IR R AR K
R E SRR ] B, tsRNAs 45kFa5E . R
S, FEEABURI MBI A, BRI, tsRNAs
J2 BT A A0S0 R AR Wb B ) AE T AR U
BE— BRI tsRNAs 7E I8 & A 8 A 1 T AL
i, B R 2 bR S ARG T R A I ST BRI
1 SE S

1 tsRNAsEHIE B

tRNA J& 20 il o 55 — 35 () RNA K0, #EiE
L B PRI AR o R HEE AR VR A . BT I AL
R, tRNA &R DL i 5] #) 7= 4 %l RNA
Bok R REEMEH . B0 2 (RNA 3 V1% 5
PR &N RNA,  GiFR N t(RNA SRR /) RNA
(tsSRNAs)®, tsRNAs A& i HLBE AR (K724, 1 /2 il

tRF-5

P IS

Dice\

y

5'tiRNA

tRF-2

&

-

o E A% TR B 2R AR ) A — 8 TR AE g
fih/NorF RNAM,

tsRNAs 7] 73 A K28 tRNA 74 A Bt (tRNA-
derived fragments, tRFs) Fl tRNA f74= N5 5 19/
RNA (tRNA-derived stress-induced RNAs, tiRNAs)"',
RF K4 14~30 nt, R4 VIEIAL S A A 739 5
ANEZK: (RF-1. tRF-2. tRF-3. tRF-5 fil i-tRF. tRF-1
VT HTAR tRNA 1 37 3, B ELAC2 VI Ja 72k
tRF-2 SRR T i 24 (RNA [ SO0 738, | i A=
H % (angiogenin, ANG) ¥/ 4 ; tRF-3 SR T 1k
4 tRNA 1) 3’ 3, 1 Dicer 8% ANG HJ%| T 3774
tRF-5 KI5 T 1% 24 t(RNA | 5" %, & Dicer /1 5 [
SCERS T U )B4 3L s i-tRF 32 R YE TRl
ZARNA X 38 (72 D #1 TyC 32 [f] ). tiRNA
IS T tRF, —fN 31~41 nt, WA “tRNA $
& (half)”. 4 Ab T SR BUE TR = S5 NOOR
T, B RNA 1 SO S 1 4 ANG D1 EI Rk 37
A5 ) tiRNA"Y, tsRNAs 942 s 702 LA 1,

2  tsRNAsRYE = IheE

KREMFFIFSZ, tsRNAs 7E/ 5 RNA Bk, &Y
PR MO T . 40 o A 8 RN 3 WA A
W T B R A AR P

tRF-1
tRF-3
A
c
c /:3.

Anticodon loop

AG, Dicer

—] Variable

loop

ANG

3'tiRNA

o

)

i-tRF

.4 (_grpo

E1 tsRNARYAE R 5936
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2.1 T SRNAJTER

tsSRNAs A il it 5 Argonauts (Ago)/Piwi & [ 45
A kAT RNA JUER. tsRNAs 1] DR Je 45 & AGO
HH, FEJEIET sRNAs [ 7 AN FF R 4 5 1) 5 7
#[R) 454 mRNA, JEEL RNA i SUTERE 59 (RNA-
induced silencing complex, RISC), JIEL#E mRNA £
5. 5%/ RNA (microRNA, miRNA) 25181, tsRNAs
Al L& 5 RISC HITE A, RISC 548 mRNA ff 3" 9k
BV X 7 51 B Abh, AT 307 42 mRNA ) %% U7
tRF-1 3% 5 AGO3 fll AGO4 M HAEF], tRF-5 F1 tRF-3
5 AGO1.AGO3 Fil AGO4 #H HAEH ", Tong 2& "
K P RF-3017A i i+ 5 AGO J& % RISC 41 ] 5 ¥
FLDH NELL2 [)Rak, AT ) e (s B f iz 28
—IRFE R I, K tRNAY 9 [ tRNA F B tRF-
22-WE8SPOX52 1] Lk 5 Ago & A 45 & . tRF-22-
WE8SPOX52 f£ 1E# A & .t B 4l ik ik, (H
TEAE R RO SRR bk BB AR IA . I RIA 1 tRF-
22-WE8SPOX52 ji iz #fil] 52 il 5 1 A1 (1335 Kk
/L Tk B8 4 e 3 .

tsRNAs JTER mRNA ) 55 —Fp 5 gl 55
B e M4 G ok mRNA RIEFMEE M. Y
4t A A 1 (Y-box binding protein 1, YBX1) 5%
Jif 5 Al mRNA [1] 3'UTR 45 &, 36 In#% 55w 1,
SR EUE B ARIE. tRFs 5 YBX1 454 38 4 M4
Fe AR RB AR EME . X Fh L 3% 5 DR 2 7 51 RE
SRR, PAIX L (RF F BIE=—A5 YBXT R
FEAA XS N SE AP B — 284748 B tRNA-Glus,
tRNA-Asp. tRNA-Gly fil tRNA-Tyr [ tRF C. 4% E U
i 5 5 mRNA 256 5 YBXI e 4562
P BRI RIE, AT H ) SR 1 R B
2.2 FIEERRENE

tsRNAs [ o] DL B 2, AR ] DL 9 B .
tsRNAs 183 AGO G AN A AR5 R T 77 A0 11 36 19
TEAKH AGO IR 5 A, tsRNAs @i 20
%Y i RNA G Y Bk A& (G-quadruplexes, RG4) 3K i
R, RMAZREAR A ThEe g M. N
AN YR TE 5-tiRNA 77 7] LU 2E T R RG4 4514,
A mRNA I8 F (% 8 1% 2 45 5l 7 elF4E/G/A, X
mRNA 7= AEFRAMH M &7, — g (R 7tk B
FEHZFH SN Glu-5' tsSRNA-CTC # 4 N\ B 4 ki ik 5,
o) me-tRNA" 2 56 B A0 R 28 R 44 4 1 25 19 1)
FE 1,

tsRNAs A DLIE ok 9y Fh 77 A om il 2. — At
tsRNAs 5% B /A mRNA B 445 & L — g1 451 i

TEIFIE5RENIE . KEZ0N 22 nt ) LeuCAG3’ tsRNA
A E AR A G 7y, X Rl LeuCAG3’ tsRNA
2GR ERD, ST Pt
FLRIM, LeuCAG3' tsRNA @il 5 mRNA 454, M
T HEAN 5 AZ M 4R 25 [ 28 (ribosomal protein S28,
RPS28) mRNA [¥j#H . 1@ mik LeuCAG3' tsRNA
KA RPS28 ik, i 40S #% bl A4 1) H & F£ AL,
Refs A 205 SR A yE T U oy SO
tsRNAs /£ H - HoAth 25 (3 Joa >k [A] B 3 o 36, 7E AT
PRAHE RN R i FE b, — b (RNA™-3"- etk 2k
FLAR KR (RS S Rl 1, (et M 77 B
2.3 HUBAT

tsRNAs AU FE mRNA i Bk A1 5 85 4 i 5
TR REREEEH, ERRIENNIEEGES K
PR TAEH . B (RNA @IS 541t % C
(cytochrome C, Cyt C) &5, FH W7 T /NMA I Bl
Al caspase-9 IHE, S 5 TG MEFGT
P2 A RNA B RA B T D) RE . tiRNA i 5
AR RETE) Cyt C 45 & T Cyt C- W & B
(ribonucleoprotein, RNP) & & ¥ >k #I il 4 g 98 172
Tao %5 ™ K StiRNA-His-GTG 7E45 B (colorectal
cancer, CRC) HZIHH R L, RSN Py S25G Y
1R 5'tiIRNA-His-GTG 145 B 1 B A BUEEH
BE— P W 7 K B 5S'tiRNA-His-GTG fig % K i Hippo
IR, R A (RGP T P B R )
Lk MEAh, tiRNA A DL £ b 3 s o8 T2 A0 58
mRNA FIEIE, 40 AE AR T A2 %A N -
Z A BEPT-IIHEN tsRNAs #% & -5 N FE 500
RA YR 2,

I4h, tsRNAs &2 5 R M B L 4%, MEE
Gl R e P e i O IR G RE s b i e (o

tsRNAs A DL DL 9 B0k £, 55 1 248 i &0 35 6 1)
TE T8 1A E AR AR T S PR (IR AR
AR ) H s AT 52 00 T oA 53 H A 4 i ) 36 7L o
tsRNAs [¥] 57 7 208 5 [MRg 288 1R I R o B AR Ak 5
PIAHOG, WM s, s . mE A R,
PR, tsRNAs AT U Dy — g 2 ) i i 00 K A2 )
*/‘,T_\‘A:&:\t[:% [12, 15]c

3 tsRNAs5ihE
tsRNAs A& — 2B A (1 dEgm D RNA, 78 Ak
JTRRIE, R EERALSR R, sSRNAs

5 2 Rl R b i 3RIE, B I 2 Mg A M 42 R
Wk E R JE. tsRNAs 73 Aii |2 HARIEFSE, fE
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S WA TN TS T BT R SR, A
R B R B
3.1 FLBRE

tsRNAs 7E FLIRJE (breast carcinoma, BC) 1 it
HRREBEMWTER, AEACNFH BC 2
WS AR . — N TSN LR /N RNA %
W PEY M T FURRE Hol 4 (RFs 12 R £k, 3R
197 245 FL e 558 105 35 A% tRFs. (RF-
19-W4PU732S 7£ FL MR L IR0 il v (2 25 i R I8,
i1 L 22 35 0T 00 1) 7L R e 40 B MDA-MB-231 3
B, AR ZE, RN SERAMEE T ok, tRF-
19-W4PU732S it 0] 75 5 7L i 9 40 A b 1 8] Joit %% 1k
(epithelial-to-mesenchal transition, EMT) 1 /{8 41
JFERA, SR, tRF-19-W4PU732S il
I #0061 A% BE 4K & 1 L27A (ribosomal protein-L27A,
RPL27A) [I3RIE,  BR 2 FL AR J6 40 i 1 % 1 3t e Y
5T R I 5'4RF-GlyGCC 7E FL s 41 4 [ 3R 1A 3
I, en] DB S i 7 AT IR PP AR G 2R ) (fat mass
and obesity-related protein, FTO) &5 &, #4858 FTO %
AL B v e, PR e, (il L R 20 P s
MEERS, XHEIR 5'RF-GlyGCC A RE A& L B {E
(ya T B A5 B,

tsRNAs & 5 FLEEIN 2541 5C . (RF-16-K8J7K1B
TEABEEE 55 (tamoxifen) fif 240 g 1 208 F i, 145
T ZME, IR AT R i A A 1) 52 A A
T SLE IS 251, R tRF-16-K8J7K1B 1] fE
5 IR HR ™ 7L th B SR 24 o ia 7 e s B,
32 B

W LR B, tsRNAs f] LUl 2 oy Ui % B
Ji: (gastric cancer, GC) [JR 4 FidtE . Shen % " i
FI RNA WU 452 AR 43 #r B 8 53 5 (g R BB 2 1
i tsRNAs 2R RIE, RIT 2N ERERIEM
tRFs, J{EAN B H 2 W A Vs ARG T HERS .
tRF-24-V29K9UV3IU 7£ § i H A Pk R 1k, K%
4Ll miRNA 1E 30| GPR78 ik, M # B e
HERE, tRF-24-V29K9UV3IU/GPR78 %l ] GE 2 B i 1)
TEETR YT H A Y,

tsRNAs A3 4% Wnt. PI3K/AKT %515 53l
PR I e )k R . E B N I 1Y) tiIRNA-Val-
CAC-001 A] L3 i #2 [] Wnt/B-catenin {55 5 i % rh
ff) LRP6 K 411 ] 5 Je (0 v 3k Jg &0 — AN 3
tRNA #74E B Bt tRF-Val 7F B H A h RELE L
W, 5 R KN IR R B R IEAH 96 tRF-Val 1]
TSR] EEF1AL {3 15 J 200 1 55 e 40 1) 4 e )

T2, A& BRI IR T 4 A PO
33 HLEBRE

2k H 795 (colorectal cancer, CRC) - #i2 Wi
I B Pk, BB 50 5 UL B AR, REE
CRC MR F BPLRrE: L B2, AT =
MR, CRC KRR H 5T R E R REIE
FHOG, XM TR RS W RE T RIG AR IE DI

%2 tsRNAs 7319 & BB A 8 92 45 B e 4
J ()3 GE RN R RS BE 7, I R0 LA M Jie e 24 ) 3 A
P — /N R A S T 0 T 45 B
Ji 68 BB AL RN I SR A WA TR IR Fs IR3RIE, KL
7 = ¥l tRFs (tRF-3022b. tRF-3030b F1 tRF-5008b)
M H AR RANE I ERASEAEEE, 5
et FEXTIEAIAI B, CRC HR 3 M3k Ah iR e {1
T ThE. BB KL, X =5 tRFs 1)
/LT PARH 1 CRC 4 i J& B 33 e 15 S 4m B e
UUBR (RF-3022b AT {23 M2 E W40 bz b B, BRItk
tRF-3022b. tRF-3030b Al tRF-5008b 1 fit /& ¥ 7£ &%
H 7 2 W B A AR B IR T B . 2023
B, IR EY, i-tRF-Gly™© 7 45 B i 4 41
2R B RRARE, HREKPFEEHEARTM
Je B YIRS, AR NI CRC TG A9t & .
34 fhifE

JitifiE (lung cancer, LC) J& 42 BRIEAE AL T 1) 3 22
JR A, FHATCREIR . il R % (lung adenocarcinoma,
LUAD) & filife i £ E WA, EE K S FEFE
AE20%, FEIRBIANGTT o] WS S S AT
F PY, Wang %5 P % LUAD H 3 1M 75 2 ZARE A
o tsRNAs 4T 7 8 e MR RiEHH, BETE
BHCHNEPIBEE bR EY) . S5 R KM, RF-
21-RK9P4PILO 7£ fit fig i 2H 21 b SRk /K ~F- T iy, 0
#il tRF-21-RK9P4P9LO #] - i Notch 1 fJ &1L, I
o EE NG AS49 MG TE . TR AR RRE ). X
LR IR B, tRF-21-RK9P4PIL0 /& LUAD i % (]
TR AN T3 A= ks B4 . AS-tDR-007333 J29E/
2 M9 Jifi 9 (non-small cell lung cancer, NSCLC) & #
I v %5 58 1) — Fh 22 5 3K (RF, 1£ NSCLC &3
MM 5T &, 5 NSCLC &3 W5
EMK, BA—EMIRAKRENME ™. sk, Mg
[ tRF-31-79MP9PINHS57SD 7] g A& — Fh # 1
NSCLC Wit br &4 ",
3.5 BRERE

JiR RS (pancreatic cancer, PC) & M 72 5 b =1
PE R G MR . BT 5 TR R Ak = 12 Wibs &
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v, RIS 2 ORI, RETFRMLTT
Bles, PRk, 1897 ZHT 0 5 R I AE Y bs S
— g i B DR 2 A A R SRV 1Y tRF-19-PNR8YPJZ
TR T mRIE, HSIGR . S50
WiJa AN R A%, X #2758 tRF-19-PNRSYPIZ A fE /&
Jo i 96 12 W7 1R 0 A AR ) b E W A PRV T A
RCHE 55 . Sui 2 BRI R AR M R
TR R R T 33 N ZEFRISN (RFs, HA1, (RF-
Leu-AAG _F il it N & %, tRF-Leu-AAG i@ i 4101 ]
UPF1 (upstream frameshift mutant 1) i 2 i i 1) &
&, SRR IR IT I TE AR .

3.6 DPERE

YN HL9% (ovarian cancer, OC) J& &%k B F & I
S AR, 295 AR PR AH ST
5%, REFMEW K EE S EEFERE
90%, HZHEHYHISH L THRMEIEH, 5
FEAEFRNN 25%. Wk, FHFBBME S Fhx
EXF T SN AL TS PPl FORE v RS 73 2 22 G
3, Xk R EMAL OC B Wk ARG YT SRNg, R
AR B E AR R, A EERIGRE N E.
Z IR R, tsRNAs 7] DLl ik 2 oy 200 42 o1
B R . 3'U-RFY™ A 4 2 I AT LA 3 O 26 e
MRA KA, OP 8 B H K 3'UARF A Rk
FriEm 51697 SRR S AN RAHSE P,

WEFUR I, — PRI R VR B (RF (tRF-T11) X}
NS A2780 4R A 5 SRS REAR Y PR TS I
tRF-T11 @5 AGO2 M EAEM, E#H:4EM TRPAL,
FRIE T RNA 842 30 1) 3L 75 P 5598 41 i o ) Rk .
X I T 7~ T AP SRR 1) (RFs 78 15 Py 5P 2
DR R BT VR O R R SR SRR I 3 2 RNA 259
AL T TR AT

4 NEE5RZE

tsRNAs & — K BA 2 M A=) 2= Dy e 0 Ak dn i
/INRNA 73F, T PATI0S 35 PR % 8 1 4% 9 245 (1)
HRf#E. tsRNAs FPR %2, (ERMLEIZFE, AT
W B 5 4% mRNA (B3 1, B AT DL
5 RNA. DNA 8 H A BAE R a2
Tt N S 1k b 9gg b B 2 I T tsRNAs 1 5 8 £ 5,
i H tsRNAs HELEAB AN Sh b AR, w] TEaII,
DA I tsRNAs s 7 7E 11 i 88 A 25 4 5076 97 #E b
tsRNAs [ FERINIEE 2D, K IR 45 78 8 1) tsRNAs
M B E 3 TAE. — % tsRNAs 340 FE F AT
T & @A i HEE tsSRNAs [R50 Rl R

N

BE A RNA W7 AR B0, B tsRNAs &
HABMAS W % 58 KB, X2 (sRNAs R IE 1 i
AL A G AEY) A G RE, 8] G IR e
(01 AL A1) £ AS 5] P Ao £ 2% A= 30 B O R
FEERETEE MY | sSRNAs 215 2 &, 4 5-
H LB FF (m°C). NI1- IR (m'A). BRTE (P)
FNT- FHIL 93 (m'G). &5 1) tsRNA 4 5 1] LA
YE RS S BORY 0T RIEER, 5 ZMEm R Ae
FUIM 2 PP, 5 REM tsRNA ML, &4 5
(17 tsRNA A Mg 5, 1 AT B 2 B I ik
AR . BRI 2 IIEFE R B, RNA &1
XF tsSRNA 78 iR & AE P shfg ok mE ¥, R
KB, —F#HH m'G B4 ) tsSRNA m'G-3'-tiRNA
Lys'"" (mtiRL) 7 fb.2% S0 o 72 b R 5 EEAEH
PRANFIAR Y SZ B 26 B, mtiRL (15 28 1k A28 1 B e
Ji& (bladder cancer) R 4E, FFHAEBUEIER Y. £
AN tsRNAs 1B 1E 525 T 1 B osg 2 D) e o6 1,

3RNA™Y S R 2 rp % 5 A — ooy 2
tsRNA. 1% tsRNA & m’U B 1fi 5, =% 4511
FoE M W 3, JRAER AN SE 0 H R B 235 (1
M EEPE . X — RINFF R EET RAR TR B s
29 B AL TR R 7S Oy 1A B BEE T A IRN,
tsRNA [ Dh e FIVE FI AL AT, FEAE g 441
CWE USRS, LRI VAT R AU TR
NI S BRI TT 5 SRR R T %6 o B
tsRNASs (1745 #E = 2= R 205 P tsRNAs 25901677
A E N TR
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