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ARk, NARRESBRICRERES N Rl T RMEGEE=REEMS TN,
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RRR” W EKRIE, MR TR BRI . AR AR i A E
B AE LT S5 L AT AR R 30 KT T o AR SOKG R G VR it 1) 2% Y417 025 S5 RS B PR DN 85 s 41
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Cryo-electron microscopy: frontiers, advances and applications
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Abstract: Over the past decade or so, cryo-electron microscopy (Cryo-EM) has emerged as a primary approach in
the structural determination of biological macromolecules. Behind this revolution lies the concurrent development
of all steps of the Cryo-EM workflow. Advances in Cryo-EM sample preparation, particularly affinity grids and
time-resolved sample preparation method, not only being able to integrate the purification with vitrification,
minimizing artifacts from water-air interface, but also show promise in capturing transient conformational
intermediates during biological processes. The combination of cryo-focused ion beam (Cryo-FIB) milling with
fluorescence-guided localization and high-pressure freezing allows for precise thinning of cellular or tissue samples,
facilitating the revelation of in situ “molecular societies” and the spatiotemporal regulation of biological events.
Developments in microscope hardware, control software, and detectors have enabled high-throughput, high-
resolution, and automated data acquisition in Cryo-EM. Meanwhile, the deep integration of artificial intelligence
(AT) and Cryo-EM has propelled the field to new frontiers, enabling the visualisation of time-resolved
macromolecular dynamics and the decoding of in situ spatiotemporal regulation, providing a powerful technique for
revealing the essence of life. Cryo-EM also demonstrates enormous potential in applications such as drug
development. Here, we focus our review on Cryo-EM sample preparation, instruments (both microscopes and
detectors), data acquisition strategies, and Al applications in the field of Cryo-EM.

Key words: Cryo-EM sample preparation; cryo-electron microscopes and detectors; data acquisition; artificial
intelligent
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Bif et —25 Y, Richard Henderson 4% &5 ¥4 14 FiL 5%
5 A, TR AR AR Y, R
IR B R 7 00 G T T AT R B ST R A
NV U LB O R R G R AT B E PR R
Joachim Frank & H{ ¥ 55UkL 5 #) J5 % (single particle
analysis), A% B MR MT 2B ) K 4y T a5 I g 4 07,
2017 4, WURMSE R T LR =Rk aesd,
REMAETT R TP EY) 7 1 5 0 R 4
N0 58 B 1R B A 15 AR 73 T F) DR

2013 “EH 5, BEAE A VR LB AR BRI K
J&, JuHoEEH 7RIS (DED) H Rt figek 1
PG TR 1) R0 42 v 1 ¥4 P B R A gk T 1,
R R BB HE R A, HAEl, Cryo-EM 733
R E 1.09 A"(E 1a), FENKZE 50 kDa HIE
Yo7 U, TSR EZOHR, HESh L A
BEEFEN—ASBI AR, H AR AR W I 24 45038 1) 2
BB . A TR (PDB) AT B R
#¥E FE (EMDB) " Cryo-EM 45 #) 46 H 2 48 34 1%
K (B 2), BT HTZNA.

YE Cryo-EM HIMTAEHCR, Wik i1 J= 43
f#fi (cryo-electron tomography, Cryo-ET) W] 1£ % i1 K

SORZS TN, ST 4 A B0 41 i 25 44 7 K 43 F L
28] A S5 58 ) AT f#AT (B 1b). Cryo-ET IE
RGBS AV F 5 FINEE, 1§
W 708 15 LA T 053 1% 2 I 82 4 M 20 A2 i
JE I LR PR FH I 5 S RANE

AR s A R LB RE AL R A TR
RGIARMEE . R REFZOEAR, SN H
AR, EGEMEHERE KBS, JLHZE Al
TER VRS N, i RO — IR AR R
FAR B E SR AR AT R .

1 ORFREIRHIHRIAEA

P UR BT SR 2 BT © BN B % R 2
— U0, (B i ) 2% O A BR ) Y2 R )
RIS KD FEEERAERS . A - WA (air-
water interface, AWI) i Bl IR S B4« 40 Ha) it
e S R B DR A DA AR S 1), S EORE  R
T BN R E N AVFRS J1, B9 il 20 8546 i
RO 5 B s RS .
1.1 FEANH M (affinity grid)flHE75 7%

TR, SR AN B A 8 I 0 45 R TR AT 2

a: EMDBHE 2 H1d 53¢ (148 A7k FRLAR SRRORE R AT (1) B v 0 3 U8R 5% H (EMID-19436) . FERCAEREE T, IRE 535N
1.09 Ao (R)HBHIEE: (7)) ds e 5 14 I PDBL: B 5 (PDB: SRQP)E M. b: & Hcryo-FIBMcryo-ETHEHT )
A AL 45K E Y I (EMPIAR-11830). B NAZBEIR, RIS BNLZERIARRE, R IRk N AT .

Bl A FRBEEETEYRD FRIBAUEHNS S HEERRBR
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A H APRANTFISAMUBEIRFH  —— APR/T3 SAM IR & H 1L

a: BE A PEPDB AR A A1 15 FH A3 75 705 A AT 00 285 R 5000 2% B R R 8 Y A AT 1) 5 A 5080 2% L I LU (1 20024

EMDB# EZ220244F). b: EMDBH H i AAR FIEE % H B E AR 5% BB LS TT . c: EMDB H20024 AR & A A6 4L

R4 HAAA 4 H 203N T3.5 AERE & H Siit. d: EMDB H B A AR 1508 5 B #2840 8 0 s ] IR 23 28 1 S5 3
[El2 EMDBAIPDBAHIHIELZEH ST

REALAB MG (0o AC PR 4B 4 (¥ 18 5 5 43 7 )2 1522
YR -HEEE AR P PR - Pk P &,
EEMIREMES, W AWI £ 5 5] R 10
i oy B v, FEEERES, NEAA
URHIRERR AL T H Ty 8 B,

S A AR AR S A U Sl 224 9 DU (1)
DIREAIE 5791+ /Z (functionalized lipids monolayers)
B, B EFEAR (W0 Ni-NTAL N THRE ) &
M PE 3R H bR R E . i@ it Ni-NTA g it )2
A His i E A 2, JneEFRH /N 7R
PRI REAL IO IR o Z 4 3K p97 XN MRS B, (2) B
FF R 25 4§ K (streptavidin 2D crystals) # ¥,
FIHEE R oE MR SV R E SRR - R )
PR IR B N B AR AT T M DASR
f31f) PRC2-RNA B & () 72 HE R 454, #on T
RNA 15 £ WS AL 10 TP P (3) ThEgfk
B B2 30 B B R SRR (GO)P &
NFERAIEM . T1ZE Ni-NTA et A s i 7

TR His br2500 208 & AREA B, siJF & GO It
8L SpyTag/SpyCatcher (138 FH 5%, SZEL TRAPI
G AR PR ER B, @) #iEPukE M, W
T B LT 756 P 28k PPN 2 T 400 L R 49 4k DAL T 5% 95 785
R P, B A AR I (A0 Pyr-NHS) % 22 P4
F& sp” IR, Bk GO F i, HEEEH
SRR W T A R R B T AR 8 R 3K
(IAAG) & U ffi Fl Pyr-NHS 1E R P88 45 & i 3
FJIM PA FR2E INZ-1 Tk RS0, B 41 R
WA E AR FE B E A, BRI SR 143 9
BEERIENT . ZITIEMK TR T RE A RE, o]
BEMEEEA, SRR B, AT
I B R I R (s A R RVA R, RIE ST
HA B HES A IR FIREBAR BT

AR X B AE L R R, SEB H AR R
SRR ECE SR R E Y AR, AR
TR0 N A S PR B s SR AN (A )RR PR R
FERPRIThREAL IS m Bkl . ROk, AL IRBhIERD
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RGPS AR Ot SRR, Rz A 3h
il &6 KRS, WA BHES) R MBI AR
17 PR R H B AN P BRI AR R
1.2 BB #EERAL R AR

H Al 38 H € (blotting) ¥ i1 FF 77 7% 6
ARG S DL E A B, (o DA = A
IR RERIshA SR, Wi, ERRTES5HE
filt. Eodass. B AR -RNA S W w4y
HER BV 8% (time-resolved cryo-EM, trEM) JE i
R SN A, ARG WRI RS, fa s s A
VI R R A K R AR I I R S AL B,

trEM A4 8 Sl 33 14 s o2 42 kil Ak AR R ),
5] R e ) O sUELAE R R A L B
FRA S B IR A Y e i kB
A B2, Nigel Unwin 525 %38 b J& 40158 2k V5 4l 3K
T BBz AREIE T A s MOk A T A
( 0 Spotiton) I XL E 11 SZHL T 29 100 ms FIRS 1
I E) oy e g ) s R S R A B B E K
L5 Lg% ) SRS TE] (10~1 000 ms), {ELIE N IRA
SN S PR T R A A R AR, R D R IR T AL
GTP f71ER HAX 43 B A% 4 e 25 A2 vh 1 P AR
SR Safl R R RARERUE A (Angn g
21 )5 PO ok ZE A BV seRURs HERE L, R A YA
UR3E BAE =M N e BOCEOE 53R, NIRE RIS
W FEBR AL R AR . i e B A 3 R s 2
W oS R S A BY B AR Y A g
ghf BRI B R R R e i BT S = R g v
HRHIFE. 4k, BNER, 0 VitroJet™, cryoWriter
BYNE RS D Rzt i T R R R
AT R R ), AR TN IR O R o

trEM 75 Z A5 IR & SR I E),  (EAE &
THFE TRATERE . SOSIN TA]AS B I 2 % v o 55 1 55
B bR, & 2% 1 28 F B M g/ 0 FR fi) LA A B
Ho tbAh, o a2 75 2 & EURE s iR )
W ICHG D R R AES, THE L. Kok, e
R B AR IERAR, PR AL RS I HL% 5 )
MR G T, A B8 5 IR B ERAE (1) B
A, BERFAEUR IS E SR, D8
HES IS (8] 73 AV VR LB R E IR RS A 12
IS DN AR
1.3 A HEBES TR (cryo-focused ion beam, Cryo-
FIB)R B AR

AU R T A (Cryo-FIB) 4 1k St B T
W (FIB) WG eI T SRS A R ER, $efts

JiR R . AR 40 FIB A 852 1 (Ga') SR T
e, & R RN TS BRI R B
ZE R IR B. Cryo-FIB il it 78 (K i (385 <-170 °C)
RN ERAE, MR T R e, S R 44
SEELJERE S Cryo-ET WFFLHRAE T 4 iy PR A i ol
%’?Eﬁ [61, 63-65] .

Cryo-FIB [ 1% 0 s fEAR IR PR B 3 R X
FE AT Uk, ARG 5 7 B 5 | 1 A0 A o 45
P, RS T, CRIFRE R RIDIRES . BHEY
FESLTE SEM WS 5) 72 Akl AR R, RS Ik O 5
HZ (A sk ) e S itk. RSHEEES
R THRIA, T GIS ARGV Z b %
M HORIERE A RIS, HrEfRY
& LIS S HE)E, [#T7E Cryo-FIB i 2 Hh W22,
BE 7R AR A RS K AE R (gl s i EE )
52 BT A

T 22 B 1 SRRk T i 100~300 nm [ L 3
& 3% S H S (TEM) W %2, 3 3 (40 <100 nm) #] R
AT 28— SR 4 A5 o A 22 ) B BRI LR 82 g 1 i 282
K & T (Ga?) IR AFE L R 2, BT & T8 20 30
nm 452 AR E, B2 G E, AR
SERIE B K ME IR . S ek 7 5 24 100~200 nm
R BFEE B E AR ), UM E IR &4 200 A
eSS, ST BEE S T5E
P, Cryo-FIB REGUEH W : (1) BTHERS
(Ga™ 5 Xe™ 5B TAB TR )+ (2) i1 BAsE
(SEM)y—— SEBT UG+ B) AW EIFEM G (29 -170°C) 5
(4) "RMIENREG (GIS)—— VIBURYZ (%A ) 5L
R Z s (5) Wik R4 —— B IRMIKIRFE R ; (6)
RIS R 5 —— TS 5 B2 LA D ff FRLU

Cryo-FIB i 1t 4% ¢ D] 1l 1] £ 35 TR SRR 1) 9
BE, B3FIRTE Cryo-ET JEAL S5 HIfRITRE J1. A0
PR AL < RN LB AN A% FL R Ak T
YRGSt L Bl ST AR Y 13 FhAZRE R Th
BEDRA 0 fithr o4 o I S _E % - 32 B A ks 4N
iR BRHARDE R G N2 MEAE A4 T,
UL, Dietrich %5 " DL 4.2 A 4 R ¥R 1 2R Rtk
ATP 4 B 75 R AR B AL R 1 3h 2 e F HL) 5 Xia
2 U2V 0 1 0 B P 3R 7 08 5 00 7 AR 5 4L v ]
A, T RNA B2 5K FY KU EM X"
B Xing 25 PV T 4 FAE1E E TRIC (1AL
45y, KRB PDCDS 5 TRIC TR R 454 .

Cryo-FIB Il B8 T A1 . W& 24 JsA =
PR . R T A B B Xet 55 B IR AT R
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Ga' FVEANSA « AR, UIHIH] & (1) B 3 2
FER it — B TE, FEAK Cryo-FIB (1% ) loAs, 42
e A R, FRARRL A . Cryo-FIB HU4E
M JIHI S Cryo-ET H%EA IEHES) 45 46 AL 40 2 1) SR AL
T PR A, AN ) T
Fhex” JHB R TiA 1 TR,
1.4 SJE4 7% (high pressure freezing, HPF)HIFEH AR

RV VR (HPF) s A 20 RN 20 23 56 )5 i
R SCHEV RIE S ) 2 HOR, BEE AT RUOR A7 4 i ik
ik ", HPF 7E£7 2 100 bar i H T LA A PR
PURBER GEZ 12 000~25 000 K/s), fEZ N E
FE3 200 pum FFE IR AL, 3 G T UK b 47
WAV T, OREEFEMIT A RS B
fh (>200 pm, WOKELANNE. 4UARHIE, 4% T
K14 145 3 5 3 0k o TV LUK s 7 TS 18 A A 2
iﬁ//fj—‘_ HPF[76, 77]Q

FEER RS Z O OEEEEE H R
g R NERRAE. RS EFER R EM ICE,
Boeckeler [f] HPM 010 F11 M. Wohlwend '] HPF Compact
o —RRAEGE MR AN )= RNk
AN, SRR E IR RAAE ; 7— K
FHTCTEAS A VR SR B, T E " BT, 5B
B EA N, AEERTFL 1s.

LT BN AR R (<20 pm)™ ™, HPF #]
Y5 B FEAL B <200 um RE S B (H LB RS
FE 55 B 7 /N T 0.3 pm (B AEAE U <0.15 um)!",
LR (E ML . Cryo-FIB fif# 4k 1 IR i J&E FL 1 3R
Tk BRI AERL %), Cryo-FIB 45 & & 5 A%
ARG ELIEE ] (Cryo-CLEM) Al Cryo-ET, 7E JR AL 45
PR 5 i 71 E K VO™, Cryo-CLEM i@ it % 6 &
Az B 35 % Cryo-FIB K& el 5 Cryo-FIB £ fh #2
B “Lift-out” HAM FH R AE 2R R I H AR X 38
R B W UREIN 1 5 Cryo-ET S8l i 43 26
ZYEE A P TSR, Cryo-FIB 7EAE {4 Il &
CLEM £ R, ¥ 7. b B F = ABE 2 [ —5m,
& B s 9% Y A% 48 5 Cryo-FIB 3 i ®7 5 %6
HL Rl A 58 2 5 T R (Cryo-CLIEM) i R, 7E Cryo-
FIB 1 £E Jl 3D 2L B AR, 2T 1 e fir
oy #ee, gE—B38n 7R 648 T Cryo-FIB i i#
e PE P JEE R, Cryo-FIB 45| N T A H
F & BE (volume electron microscopy, VEM) 15 B,
SRR TS G P ERE AR F T TR
TR . AR, DU A
AR I B Ak 2 g U0 2 555795 A R A R A R LB

AREENREY) . TR E YU N L 5, T
SR N 7R 27 4l B 40 202 T AR A s 3
HIA, RO RIZ RV R 2% R R 0T T (0 508 T

2 SRR RENERNEERTE

2.1 Titan Krios 54 5B 5E

Titan Krios /& 3€8R R B 2 A 1% dm 300
KV R UREN B R, WE A Gl (JE FEI 2 A])
TR A VUAR G4, 3T H 28 1K KriosS. G4 it
7% X-FEG 37 & 41 H1 148 (extreme high-brightness field
emission gun) 5% C-FEG 437 & & H-F 48 (low-energy-
spread cold field emission gun)( & 3). C-FEG RE &/
BUK (< 03eV), XFTERAETHE(<20A) T
SEPRSE ot LU, & T o PR U L T RE
i 2% 1% (EELS) 7 M, {H 75 7€ JA it i s i “flash”
o, VI4ERr RS, =R EIE RR Rt
70, B 2L ] P AT ORI B . To A8 22 AR XS AL
(aberration-free image shift, AFIS)"* F AR AE A7 42 55
W ZE AR HIEOL T SEE 12 pm BT IR, B
RALMRAE b 6 %8, WERT AR R L.
Te 2885 (fringe-free imaging, FFI) 5 AV F& H T
WL GPL L0, ik G W O UG X 35k LA ) 4%
Bt & Nanoprobe B, BohnssLaT HEUR, &
. Autoloader H 3l 1 FF 3¢ & vl fifi 17 12 A5
FeEih, $em BRI, FRARUKE TS 3y, SCREFESL G
TGt ts 2 AN & BB e R B B . T
R A )5 B (post-column) BE &1L i€ 2% (4 Selectris-
Selectris X" &% Gatan Bio-Quantum), it 245 2% &
Pyl D e UR P, S BB L Y

Krios5 ¥ — 204" & AFIS Ju [l & 20 um, #2E&
AR E . 5l NN Cryo-ET Bt i FH AR &
(vacuum capsule), & it #€ ERk & Arctis Cryo Plasma-
FIB DI #1, Wi fR % VR J7 TG 5 Y 5% F8 & KriosS.
Cassette 3¢ B [ @ 27 B, FFZH MM ERE
B REATS, SCHLK I SRR R, W&
2.2 JEOL Cryo-ARM 300 R 51|E5 55

JEOL Cryo-ARM 300 ( faifk ARM 300)™ ' j&
H A% o7 bk X2 41 22 72 11 300 kV 4 R 1% 59 HL B8R,
L 2% ¥4 37 K5 AR A DY 2 SRR B AT IR R 4
TSN TR TP R ST (spot size) YeH M (angle)
MZCHICH], SEBL— € T8 B2 B~FAT I (& 3).
A A BA MR 1) “ B L (Koehler)”
U0, AT BR R BRI G AL, SCFR AL TR A
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REE, G566 BUG e 1 2 22 45 1 SEILTE 6 SR AR
o (297 um) I 1 R O RO R AR U,
ARM 300 e A B N B TR Q B RE &=
AESS, HPUASNFRIRIR SRR, BT 5
SRR, )T RS A AR HE, ToAUR SO A FR e
AR AR 0 22 FIRG AR, SR TR B, AR e U
ARZIR TR, AN SCRHCBOR RS &N =t
BUGREE. HBhdb R B AR E @ ML)
AR (ATARIR 12 ANFE S ), AT (R EE 58 B TH A
I e, IR R D IR IR OKTS B AR B O RE
AIRAEL) 2 J, UKZE KRR, (EfEH & R R T
it EHT A, o] RE T BORE B 30 TR
Apkys g 1, ARM 300 E R T 2 E S K)
BT RGN, WA DL R AR 1- R
b H 0 (LHI-RC) 2 &4 2.24 A", K45 & zn™
) NJREFEIZ ER 1 ZnT7 (2.2 A 2%,

A 202595 H 11 H, RN 300 kV &4
VBT DA R ~1.1 A 43R KF (1.09 A, EMD-
19436""; 1.19 A, EMD-35984""), b4k, N 200
KV S DL VR FUBE AT 15 2180 70 HE R I A
EMDB ¥ i J7E 10 5% &7k, 200 kV ¥4 U HLBE R AT Y
GER Ry RN 1.635 A (EMD-14173)"7, 120 kV
it 1.92 A (EMD-43576)""", 100 kV i% 2.1 A (EMD-
51481), fEon Bk R g AR A IR TR N
FIRIHT 5

3  EIEHEFIRMEE(direct electron detectors, DED)
P2 1R 2% (DED) 3T B A& @ | AL

Detector

e FR (CMOS) B, BRI AHIR Fr AL A R - 24
(CCD) #RI 25, 5l KA VR gt oy % gy 121090
BRI R T e g M R 5 2
AR, BEATEEAC, RIER mET IR
M % (detective quantum efficiency, DQE) % ¢ &
%o DQE SIMFRMZ I LT IRIAR . (8] 735
MR, SONH S S R T I E A T
T B HICRAF: o R HHERA 20 1% 00 g5t e P28 R R AR )
—F, EVEEHRFELESZE (Ng). (R R WIRN &S 7]
WK R TR R B R R e, MieasE
WAL AR N 1/(2*pixel spacing).

HaT, B TAURHES 3 DED f3E Gatan
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