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Research progress of DNA methylation in forensic individual age prediction

ZHANG Jing"*, LIU Rui'**, MI Hao-Yuan'
(1 School of Investigation, People's Public Security University of China, Beijing 100038, China; 2 Tongliao

Public Security Division of Shenyang Railway Public Security Bureau, Tongliao 028000, China)

Abstract: Inferring the age of an unknown individual is a current research hotspot in forensic science. DNA

methylation is currently the most stable and effective biomarker for age prediction. In recent years, with the rapid

development of detection technologies, data analysis methods, and other advancements, the accuracy of age

prediction has continually improved, and the applicability to various tissues has expanded. This paper provides a

review from three aspects: the analysis of DNA methylation age-related CpGs and prediction models, conversion

methods and detection technologies, and applicable tissue types to summarize the research findings on DNA

methylation and provide support for future studies.
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i A, ZF: DNAFIEALLEREEAMAGE R HE I f B Tet i 427

11 2Rk A ik 2k UV I DNA 36 4L ¥ &, Horp
DNA H A 3 A4 4 308 HHE B 508 B /T2 DA S5 L B
MRS 1 FAEYFRIS, B8 240 DNA [ 3E4r
O ERRE R, CAMER IR 20 FHIFEA
S IN H T R 3E4E P DNA FIEAL R FE 7 DNA
FH R E (DNMT) FIEAER T, S- IR -L- A
ZIR (SAM) H 1 F 2 56 7 21 DNA I W g 19 55 5
MR b, TERkL 5- UL ELE (5-methylcytosine,
5-mC) I FE. HIULFT AT, DNA HEEAL T AEmEE 7
HIIARAL, T & DNA 737 ERAE S 1A,
DNA Ak ik I 5 6 2 0, a0 FE B IR I )7
SNaPshot. FIEALES Fry RFUASE 47 I /57 1T ddPCR
&, AIE R IVEE NSRS AT R, DA R %
REMPURE AR K. Bt DNA 2540 47 8 AH
KL R AT AT BIAL &SRR 7 AN 5 2 4 4
rhod A L R BIE Tk R AT 450

1 DNAREALFIRE XA R DT R IHERTRE

1.1 DNAREFIRMBXM ST
W70 138 L Mumina A 28 FH AL S A 23,
WE 7 KE CpG A 54E# 1] Pearson (r) B¢ Spearman
(tho) AHIGHE, Ui Hh L Hh AR DM 1 A7 s FH
FERAHEWT. 2011 4F, Bocklandt 25 ™ 3@ ¢ FH lllumina
27K NS LAY ot 34 6 B3P R 5 XU (21~55
%) W AT o b, AT 27 578 A CpG A s 1)
HILALFR S, HE 1 88 NS4S &3 AH 55 CpG
PLs, AE TR WA, X2 ALC T DNA
LA AR R HEWT I B 8. BP9 4E, Horvath U FF
KT ALEE 353 ML A ) Horvath 2 W& I 4. [
4, Hannum 25 'Y 3L T Ilumina 450K H 384605 F
SIHT T ER Rl N R BE T N AL B A BA B
(N, 5 482, N, A4 174) Iyl i) BAIRES, #R3
— AR B SR TN R A7 0 FR R AT s, LI
A 14 HHE BT ASE 2 ] S B T 4 16 5 SI B A R AH SC
8 0.96, “F¥J4iX} iR % (mean absolute error, MAE)
N3.9 %, 2024 4, Zheng %5 " KT b [H 7 250
NI P BB R 57 7 H N B DNAH 3 AL ) g
(iCAS-DNAmAge), FFEHHEILTT 1 070 A CAS
(Chinese Aging Score) B\ 51] 56 1iF: 1H I v (1) A i 4,
MAEquioe N 345 %, MAEcs N 437 %, XA
NHE () DNA HEEAL I 8 A5 65 4> CpG Az id, H
H1 35 AN CpG A7 a5 1 F A K SF B A 8 18 hn i v,
HEBaRZENE R, HR 304 CpG AL s H %
WK PHEEZZT N, SEARBRILE K. 5

4k, iCAS-DNAmAge 5 Horvath i %f. Hannum
I T A CpG AL rL, X AT e 5 I ZR A5 8 1) 2H 27
He a2 g ok 1,
1.2 DNAHREALFIRHEHIRE

FH 2 WA B i DNAFF 240 A6 S 110 4 0% 4
HBERUARCHG T 22 SRR SR P AR () A W 8 . BRI
FH A A % 1 T 49 3 2R FH 22 o 2 1 [l T A 2
(multiple linear regression, MLR). i #/1 7 #k [] ) 5%
1 (random forest regression, RFR). 37 £ 1] & [A] ) 15
7 (support vector machine, SVM) %, [E P #b 253 %
FRB MR EEAT T AT, ASOW H AT T 4%
By R, BARGERIABKRNE 1. Mg
FIFH GEO (Gene Expression Omnibus) {4 /2 1 4=
A A K £, 2 HIVEAS T MLR. RFR. SVM,
1o £ 32 T+ AL # Y (gradient boosting machine, GBM)
AT K- BRI (k-nearest neighbors, KNN), 45 4%
B SVM BAHCR B f, I 485l % (mean absolute
deviation, MAD) f& ¥ 5.43 % ; Ambroa-Conde 2§ '
F F SNaPshot £ R X%t DNA H J: Ak 2 B AT A6,
JER T % 76 73 A # el JH A2 R (multivariate quantile
regression, MQR) FH - FAERA T, RO #4F; Fan %5 1
£ UL A 2% ) S50 R ) 3 A 7 LR TR L 3R 0L gt
FEmFBl, FH T SEBRAERE T, A R AN IR ML S 2 2
LI VPAL 1 DY b S PRAE RS TN AR AL < Z AP [a]
VAR (stepwise regression, SR). FiFF SVM YAl
RFR #8, 733 MAD {73508 2.97. 2.22. 2.19
M 1.29 %, SiREKY], LALLMt 2 5 rEEuE %
i, RFR AR TN RS 2 e =5, MAD 4 1.29 % 5
Thong 2 U7 fd F AR B R W77 &, VR4L T 2048
2 [F] 945 4 (multivariable regression, MVR) FlI A T
2R X255 (artificial neural network, ANN), ]
7 ANN B HE MVR FAT 5 iy (R 008 FI00 AR 1 17
TR U B im0 57 & 0 ik i b S 4
WA G Em I 4 A7 R, PRAL T ANNL MLR,
SVM = Fh 5Lk, 45 KR W MLR 535 200k i I
MAD 4 3.685 ¥ ; Lau % " F| ] GEO ¥idfs /% o (1)
S MAEAREHEEE, 72755 7 MLR. RFR. SVM
B, Wil ANN B, 4553 U] MLR f2U40 T
HARAL, MAD KN 3.60 % ; Levy 2 " 63 17—
FhH T DNA FIEAL 2 87 19 B 20 A BEHR AL R FE 27 =)
77 % MethyINet, 17572 0] LS IR A V) 5 2 L
PVRFAE H SR AR WS . AR LR i
TV TR R R R 8 ) 5 v s T o A FH 42 7 vk
AN AR PRAE S AT OO, AT S B LR Hh A 6 T
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MAE A 3.0 % frHERATE .
2 DNABREALREM AN A

2.1 DNAHEEEWTE

085 A R e b 4 b 1 17 2 0 R A 3k 5 1k
2 BY, R DNA o H Ak 6 B s e 76 0 B PR 2 26
PERT, <R RenE, 2 PCRYME, K
I g A A R i e, T R, R A P e i )
AN, M2+ AN CpG A7 s E5IN C/T
A S JERAT R I . H AR R A Sh i VR A A — i
A, B2 55 DNA M. B, TIReERH]
TR B R AR B — e RR M, RN
AR TGO, 5850 B0 R I B 45 M v
Bhoh, IEH B AGTERISE R & SR A H A
2.2 DNAHEMEMEAR

A FER 2 o3 i, 5 GERE 2 CpG AL £ 1A
D, DNA F I b 1) AF 0% HE W7 R 2 I 5 A 00 4 R (1)
RIBTIAWET:. EERNBARE - F RN
F (40 Mlumina 27K, 450K, EPIC fFEH Fr ). 4
BRI 7. SNaPshot. ddPCR. KR4 > F1
BT S AOKR LI P R AR S, AR F AR Hdh AT
TICRFIRFE, WL 2.

R AL A USSP BR LA 36 [ Tlumina 23 7] K
1) 27K 450K. EPIC NZEHEALE 8 Rk, &
F WA ER A A%, NMluminaZd 7311 T Infinium
I AT P RhRER, Infinium T BR%] 35T BRI 28 {1 J5
B, U SRR (RN A, FRECINEE H Bk
LA T) A M B R (A G, F Rk I R 24k
RLpi C), 8T PIFPASRIRET 15 5 PO AR R e 2
ACFERE, 10 Infinium T #REF3E T @ B A e v, W
fili ] — PG BR (Koo C, 5 CpG A 5 1 G g2
6, AT AN, R A B G
B3 (0 Ak I A SR A A F SR AR AT ) IR S L
TE TS H AL AT AR . b 27K
Infinium T BY4R %L, 10 450K A1 EPIC &5 o [A] I %
FITAD T P FPERED, AEAA AL VG E— 204 K
HEAL S PRI IS BN B Bt HEAN SR
B EOEESEI A, I8 T AR AR SRR S AL A
fifi g LA K 7% AR AE 2 i &5 JL A 4T3 . Bocklandt 2% ™
BT Tllumina 27K FF S AGE F $0d 32E 47 17 36 -k vk
B4 FRAE RS HEWT, Hannum 258 " {d B 450K H 4L
O3 B AE R AR PSB85 R A 8 7 I 4
WA HEWT LA, MAE H 3.9 . Lau %5 " ffi f 3 T
450K & I A TR AR, ik 7 S A

FAERE) 16 A CpG AL s, FHillZE MLR #4, MAD
K376 %,

FETR BRI 7 52 56 T W IR 0 S S o A e 1
Eh (PPi) ISR DNA MIFHOR, Ref] “iiEmk
A H S A o ZIEANV I i A,
I REVEA A IR S L A R 5 56 4, T A PH M 4
P, DRUE S S B AT S, U 2 AR I ) “ 4
PrdE”. Eipel 2 P2 3L T A g BRI FF H R, (XM A
3~ CpG AL it SEIL T s 7 I AR 8 HEWT, MAD
NA43 % (B, R OOE H T AL ST,
TEVE RV o3 M AS RIS 051 1 R S AR R B,

SNaPshot # A JE T BLAH L ZE 1 R EE, 5 DNA
AN, VR 5 OEAR 10 1 dINTP. 5" i 58 CpG
AL SRR 51 ) AN 1R S 26 4% A0 5 (1) DNA AR ) ik
PCR [ iR 5, 5] P 4k A — AN Gl 2k B 2% 1F 2 B,
DNA [ F B A4 7K S 0] R 488 A (7] 06 2 [7] 1) ¢ S be AR
Sk P e AR LUHEAT 22 5 IR AR AT 05 54T
H R, AR 2GRk R 5 5658 FE A1
A A Y R I v A I, LRSI R K (2~3 )P

EpiTYPER #i A, X AR ®AT BV (MassArray),
W RR AL J5 1) DNA B8, 25 PCR ¥ 14
Jei s ATaE AT A BE REASI E E A F A/G 2
5, Wifh CpG hi s FEAMHZ 16 Da. ZEARAT
B 15K 400~600 bp [ IX 3L 55, HERTE R, B A
ff. 2540 4% P 5T EpiTYPER £ AR 9%k ) 8 4>
L AR08 S A DR 1) CpG A A, 523 T A B AL 5 I
J& 55 PE 1 DNA 1 4 8% #E Wi, MAD 4 2.69 %«
275 AR R AN B v, (H SEIR R E BN
B, HERAE R

ddPCR ( fii% £ 7 PCR) $ A I 4F K M 1
By T4t B AT A, 2 AN R A I ) A
R A R A0 5 1) DNA B 7y 1, RN B A5
B N AR R, FAS R R SCEL C Ry T
ddPCR $5AR 2 H e —n] T 2 A I B4 0] e &
] DNA F 2 AL AG I+ A . Han 25 B [ i 50 32 10,
ddPCR il &5 8 2 W A T AR BRI 7 45 5%, T LA
HE— 2D 3 = DNA IR b i B 0 & 170 v A v A R
8% . Zhou 2 PV H T ddPCR ~EA M T —Fh T [
AR 4 A CpG A7 £ 1) SRS AR &R,
FH B AL AR AR I 37 i R AR R HE T A B, MAE
N 4.5923 &, iZAR RIEWHL R A Sh 1L 5 DNA #
NN 10~50 ng B R8O R A .

KIBTAT I (MPS),  HFR T — AR FE R
(NGS), 0 LLSEI[F %405 754 DNA 7 B -F
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Zl I E iDus Ny R B8R DNA fi L Bt O 4 97
o |2, EEE: Lm%ﬁ%?mﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ‘TTﬁ%’ﬂ%
R | E el hh2 7S I R AT =
* EEs ez 177 KRBT, A3 % 1 3£ T EpiTYPER
LERORE A ARHBIZE 3. Feng % 1 9-CpG 4E %
£2, ®3us %%m§&5yﬁ%@mm%ﬁwwﬁp .
SRk #3:% UL, MAD 20 255 5 « SIS P i
g ZE2E e M A Y MAD g .mﬁi%ﬁﬂﬂﬁnﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂk
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= RE - x K SCpGRE, MAD N290 % ; A WEAACTIEAT T
%%%iﬁa%ﬂﬁ e
@Eﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁ W, %t 8 MBI CpG A s A7 ;R O
Gx7e % = m{;’gﬁw&ﬁlﬁﬂ‘ﬁiﬂ, MAE 2.28555,]’%? DNA H!
2@k 2a & SV ¢ P 5 6t B3 4 1 1 ‘
< HE QLI A b SR T AL AT (0 k;“.i%%?ﬁ‘&% R
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o 5 E Rk R & h
%ﬂ = g o BRI 7
Qe 2



4 ik dh. 5 DNAFBEAGTEREBEAN R B HERT R BIF 75 0 e 431
=3 HETIMAFEARAIDNA R E AL F 64 HEBRAT 53 i R
Ay T HA FEAKL £ CpGfi 54 HERf ()
2018 FengZ4:C” EpiTYPER 390 TRIMS9 chr3:160450189/92/99 2.9
TRIMS59 chr3:160450299
RASSF5 ¢chr1:206512090
Clorfl32 chr1:207823715
- chr10:22334463/65
PDE4C chr19:18233105
PDE4C chr19:18233127/31/33
CCDC102B chr18:68722210
ELOVL2 chr6:11044628/31/34
2021 NG EpiTYPER 367 TRIMS59 chr3:160450189/92/99 4.0
TRIMS59 chr3:160450299
RASSF5 ¢chr1:206512090
Clorfl132 chr1:207823715
- chr10:22334463/65
PDE4C chr19:18233105
PDE4C chr19:18233127/31/33
CCDC102B chr18:68722210
ELOVL2 chr6:11044628/31/34
2022 B SNaPshot 374 ELOVL2 chr6:11044628 3.7
FHL2 206639320
Clorf132 chr1:207823723
CCDC102B 219283806
KLF14 cgl4361627
SYNE2 ¢g17740900
TRIMS59 cg07553761
- 226947034
2022 TR AR 2R EpiTYPER 196 [F] Feng st [ FengZ:"" 2.9
2023 B v e Pyroseq NGS 48 ITGA2B chr17:44390358 438
KLF14 cgl4361627 4.4
FHL2 206639320
ZNF423 cg04208403
ASPA cg02228185
CCDC102B 219283806
2023 YangZ4PY Pyroseq 241 Clorf132 cg10501210 <3
ELOVL2 cgl6867657
FHL2 206639320
KLF14 cgl4361627
NPTX2 cg00548268
TRIMS59 chr3:160450199
2023 Varshavsky2£®) WGBS 11910 ELOVL2 cg16867657 2.1
FHL2 cg22454769
FHL2 206639320
OTUD7A cg04875128
CCDC102B cg19283806
ELOVL2 cg24724428
TRIMS59 cg07553761
FHL2 cg24079702
RASSF5 cg08128734
GRM2 ¢g12934382




432 GRS 374
=3 ET MR A RIDNA R EAL F UL HERT A 5T R (B FR)

Fr Uikt BoR FEAKL [ CpGfiz S HERITECY)
-- cg08468401
CC2D2A cg20816447
ZEB2 cg00573770
ZYGIIA cg06335143
PMPCB cg06155229
-- cg03032497
PDZKIIP1 cg06619077
TP73 cg17804348
IGSF11 cg00329615
March11 cg23479922
-- cgl0501210
TIAL1 cg19991948
SORBSI cg27312979
CD44 cg23186333
-- cg25413977
FAM171A2 cg22078805
RNF180 cgl17621438
ADAMTS6 cg21878650
ANKRDI11 cg04503319
EDARADD cg09809672

~ERER R A4

B LA FE AR ¥ DNA FH B AL KSPEAT TR, 0 ik
H 6 > DNA R0 R B B 47 8 A2 40 1 CpG 7 L (hir
T ITGA2B. KLF14. FHL2. ZNF423. ASPA.
CCDCI102B %7 ), MAD {H 73 5l 8 4.81 5 F14.41 %
Yang %5 P4 3 T £ R I B R A1 RFR 807 T 4
W ALY, KGO T 241 43 M2 FEAS () DNA FH 3
b7k F, MAD /M T 3 % ; Varshavsky % ) 5 F
DRI 20 FE DA R 6 I 7 4 R 11 910 A A A
DNA B AL AL AT WLER 2% 2 20 A, (Bl A AL 7E T
MAERE T AR 22N 2.1 %o

gx b, 2P 7 R A BT VAR T
WFEA ) DNA H AL AR HET Bk AT 7 RE A,
95 4 6% TRODU B B0 B v A, AR OROKs L XHRE B CpG
7 55 1) DNA F IR AL T P ) s B A 2R A s i A7 J T
WA .
3.2 MEEHMOERT

BRI oh, MR AR L TR ISH R WL LE )
IE, JUIHRTEA KRR LRI, MR AR S
PEEL, AN P A AR T T g, B
PRGE R IABOR B 40 PREEXL B 3T B P 5
% PCR (droplet digital PCR, ddPCR) “F- & #47 147 4>
e Y0 RE A AR RS A C CpG AL SR, #2577 DNA
FR LAV AR HEMT LAY, MAD BN 3.43 % ; Poussard

2 OGS FR M T 115 BRI AE 0~88 % 2 1A 1%
BN o e AN O s X R A, TR AL S B AR
P P B AR N T RS TRIAR A, M. T
(] MAD B4 %15 3.5 £ F13.9 % ; Schwender £ 1*
BT MR DI 7 e R 45 6 i 0 R E AR, X 141 A
15 87 BE A (1 DNA 38 A0 R 3 Bk AT 7 46 0,
MAD 4 5.33 %, iEWA T 716 N I FE AR (1)
HEBNN AT,
33 Rk

RS ) DNA AR5 g . MEyAN IR,
BAEYS SRR MR AT, R R BERE AR R
NI, A SO E N A SRR AT T R,
FARGE R ABR I 5. Xiao 25 P 2£T SNaPshot
FEARIIHT 7AW 22 NMEEAH IS CpG 1 s, 3
M cg21843517 £ i 2 I H f 9 I AF R AH G (v 9
0.853), JFUIZR T AETR RS HEWTRE RS, ORI
Li 2 U 561 £ i R D 57 4 AR 45 & MLR #5578 % 38
UrREREAHEAT TR, 7 T SRR HERT R A, Ak
i R AR TN U T MR RS AR R 1) 4F S 5 Heidegger
2 Tt R K RIS A7 30 5 A X 19 A A SR AR 11
DNA FH LA BEEAT 7RI, Fo0m 4 68 1 S Br 47
W 2 10 f 22 S A T SRS ) TRl Y 5 Pisarek
2 B B ORI PAT M R B, S 7 —FhaE it
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F4 ETIEREARIDNAREAFRR MR ER

Ay 5T R FEAHL e CpGfiL 4 eI HED)
2022 FREE A C ddPCR 147 PTPN7 cg18384097 3.4
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