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Abstract: Vagus nerve stimulation (VNS) has shown an obvious anti-epileptic effect on patients with drug-resistant
refractory epilepsy (DRE) and has been approved by the US FDA to clinically treat DRE as a supplementary
approach. The antiepileptic effect of VNS could be maintained for a long time and strengthened by increasing the
duration of electrical stimulation. More and more studies have shown that VNS not only reduces seizures but also
improves the emotional state and cognition of epileptic patients. The norepinephrine (NE) system is involved in
synaptic plasticity regulation. In this review, we summarize the recent progress of VNS in improving the learning
and memory ability of DRE patients and introduce the main signaling pathways of the NE system in regulating

synaptic plasticity. Further, we propose a potential possibility of improving learning and memory by activating the
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NE system in DRE patients after VNS treatment, which provides a new target and thinking basis for clinical

epilepsy treatment.

Key words: epilepsy; vagus nerve stimulation (VNS); norepinephrine system; B-adrenergic receptors; a-adrenergic

receptors
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W% IR AZ (nucleus of the solitary tract, NST). %&
#% (nucleus ambiguous, NA). 2k i # £ 15 % (dorsal
nucleus of vagus nerve, DMV).
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LC fEFIX# A R N IS B, H HFRIX A
BhE. M. TER. R gz E. F1E%.
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He B,
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R, BE SN L-LTP H 51 51K AL 12 1%
BA e B BAE B-ARs #BOE RIS LR, AN T8
o 55 R S8 AT A Rk LTP (i S HO,
MR 458, B-ARs (TG FFL T LTP %31
BRAE, AT AT I8 55 B s =5 5 LT, 4
A LAt L-LTP 5 5. 78U S 4R [9] (dentate gyrus,
DG) i 5 i B-ARs 5 B0 15 22 n] 4] 32 3 7]
WEAT N, T JREREST 1SO (it EahRlEE T, IXELqT
NS DG XIS 2 W7KT-F1 fEPSP #iR M 1 A8
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4.1.1 PKAIERE

NE EH T B- & FIREZ R, JHiEd G EAE
RAZ AR AR T o 17 6 A 4 AR 5 R (] S £
MR T 4 P2 AR E R (el o2, B1 A B2-
ARs)“ . NE /£ T B-ARs |, Eil#i% Gs # G
w=A, RERIBIRERRIMOES (AC), BRI
(CAMP) & J&% 34 hi. ¢cAMP 3 it Rapl (GTP i ) Al
B-Raf ( £ G ) W05 & 2 (PKA), FFR¥EH
I M AME 5 U AT A (ERK)™ ;. BA5 5 cAMP
B 7] ¥4 3% BRK, [ i 55 1 ) ) g 4 50 o 1Y,
ERK i85 L-LTP fi R & AR XA ES 5
L-LTP #1355 7, Wi %1, PKA Ml ERK fE4%
A= B B AZ TR F A 2 fi T 8 1 v AR R o D B
fEF, IfHAE B-ARs s MicAZ 38 sm 3w i HA 5%
SR P 0 B-ARs B FliHE A 2
#1770 1 (inhibitor-1, Inh-1). PKA T # Inh-1 B4k,
2 A0 1) Inh-1 ] 40051 55 (A BEBE % 1 (protein phosp-
hatase 1, PP1) {131k, PP ({1F & B BER2 1L 74E LTP
75 A HEAEH )RR 1 (CaMKIL, NMDAR,
AMPAR , Stargazin Fl B2-Ars). 11 24 B-ARs #B7G I,
PP1 [ 3RIA 52 240, S Al v 98 M AH OC B (1 3Rk 3
T BN PP X 5 fid A% 3 AT AT B 1 AR 5 & G E
7 B, PPl EELR i S L R R R KR A
Jii Rk ) S B, AMPAR F1 NMDAR A ¥ £ ik
A AT, XA AT RESZ S PPL I BB LRk, 5
W S i 8 fpb A5 3. T AMPAR, PP1 J@ T 7E GluA2
Ser880 7 s i BR Ak KGN ZE fu A 6 BV X
2 76 7 ) NMDAR, GIluN2B . 4 [ Ser1303 #1
Ser1480 & PP1 {1 B FR LA A7 o5 B,
4.1.1.1 PKA-NMDAR

NMDAR X} 158 LTP B A <8 /EH . NMDAR
P PUAN A ZE A%« 79 00 75 1K) GLuNT SV R A b
BNt GluN2A. 2B. 2C B 2D W3 B, i 6 i 5 Al

FHoA AT fx X 3, A L BT ) NMDAR #82& &f
GluN1 W3, GluN2A #1 ( 2{ ) GluN2B V%) 7 —
AR E = B AR P, AMPAR & 4 EC AR 1T, T
NMDAR AW A& B B A T 145 1, 1 HLs i Mg™
BT 2 A A ok 2% i L 2 1 TR) 42 R T R R 0]
¥ B, Y NEEFH T B-ARs |, PKA il 4805,
M5 3 NMDAR L [ GluN1. GluN2A. GIluN2B
7 W R Ak B, % NMDAR | (1 55 7l A
HRHEER . #iG M PKA 55 7 NMDAR &
TIEIE M Ca™ Bt Y BT BRI PKA NS
() NMDAR &5 -l [ 142 fdiE 4, B-ARs i m]
DA I8 S 38 7 7% 1 R Mkt 1 - 25 A A >R (i idE NMIDAR 8
T, PKA B B2 AL FF 400 i) B 5% o o 47 £ 1) Kv4.2 il
SK2 BUBHIEIE, AT Ik A a3k S A 1 25 A A ke 3
5% NMDAR (#3805 ©. B R th R, SK il
TE R0 S s R 2L 7R SC ik i) NMDAR
P, BT SK 3 8 ALK 5N A DA 1 S
LTP™ . Z J5 (5t &I, GIuN2B fr4F F st 5 ik ]
SHPETTRE S N B, B-ARs [0 i NMDAR i %
GIuN2B (1] C iy 25 1 22 Z R 7% %= 1166 (Ser1166)
Wima1k, Serl166 f& PKA W21k () EL#E 2> T FIThfiE
B, A S FRf NMDAR PR 4TS B 1@ 1505
PETF v, KT R fit o NMDAR 4§/ Ca™ {5 S 1%
SHEXREE, PKA /+ FH1E 5 AT NMDAR
I F Il iEALEE . Hh A REN, MR
D CAL #4 J6H Rfik GluUN2A-NMDAR ()i T+
F o P K SR Ak R 9B LR 2 ST R EAZ T g
4.1.1.2 PKA-AMPAR

AMPAR s SRl 5% A4F TR AE X pR 28 J G rh R
MR AR AEAL I FEA R I s) /)
2, FEZRPIE M FF ORI SC ], AMPAR J#it Na™ iy
TR AT A S5 I, AT AE S A BT RN 5 i J5
ZnZ W R AL (5 5. AMPAR 2R 4 F
FEHWEMAR, 552 GluAl. GluA2. GluA3 flI
GluA4®™, (B7E#E T F, A 80% LL ) AMPAR &
H GluAl AT GluA2 TR 1) 5 52k, R A
F#E A GluA2 FI GluA3 P 35E 5, 84 9 i 4
FAREIR, AN D5 AL 20~100 /> AMPAR,
AT R A F 9K g, R E 20~40 M52
A, TS R 7, AMPAR |75 PKA T
BRI A, 24 B-ARs B0 )5, PKA Rt AMPAR
KA IIRE, M58 LTP. B9t K I, AMPAR
I PKA B2 4k 1P — 7 £2 GluAl 25 [ W3 C g
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SRR Ser845' ™, {H 4 B-ARs WG, S
cAMP-PKA {5 5t 1] LUK & GluA3 152 14 41 55 2|
Al DU R g B2, 25X — ML 1) PKA K
R BB AR S et U @it 48 ) PSD-
95 FHF5E AMPAR i %525 1 (TARPs) /131 85 I AH L
EH, B2- B BIREREZ A (B2-AR). Gs H . AC,
PKA. % GluAl W %) AMPAR. AMPAR # 3% &
[9 Stg (stargazin) 1 AKAPS JEifs 5244 ™. AC
A PKA B i 7€ 82 (AKAPs) 1 52 5% H 51
i ), PSD-95 J KA R 4idit PDZ 45 #8H B2-AR
iE % 3 GluAl-stargazin & & ¥ UL % B2 14 Ser845.
AMPAR 5 &Y 82 VR IT 5 NE-B2-AR {5 5 175
A DS O B 25 EL A VY. AMPAR B &)
X F AMPAR AN #E 753 LTP 42 £ K H %
(17, AMPAR 1 i3 1 75 38 1o 175 2 e e 498 512 12 T Bk
LS B-ARs Y75 LTP e S /ER ™. NE EH
T B-ARs, ff GluR1 @1k, {2k 17 & GlulR1 [¥)
AMPAR F) 5 filfE 36, F#AK 7 LTP BIBIME, XF0 5
THUEIXT T 154585 NE 75 AMPA 324K 1 55 27
BRIV A D d kY N N R N
Ser845 F Ser831 i K '] 4 2 W2 B AX LAAS4UL 13k i 11
f, %5 LTP 5% U, R a5 &8, i
ik, AMPAR GluAl 3L Ser845 4b i mifE 1k 7k
SPEARAR T i R R R RS R B, GluAT A
GluA2 ) AMPAR C ¥4 1435, (C-terminal domain, CTD)
1525 2 FCAZ P R A B A e A 7Y
4.1.2 ERKIE%

PKA %y H i 78 2 H RS 5 08 B,
1M B-ARs UG A A S 5 HAh IR (5 Tiadeg, XL
55 PN LTP (5 A e dEE A . 4 B-ARs
WeoE G, TR S A o I ERK, K4
bR THT 15 5 A D 5o A B PR e S PR R Y, e T R
WAL TR 7 A 2 BRI AR [
(MAPK) il Ca™/ 4518 £ {4 {0tk 25 (3 ¥ 1T (CaMKII)
(B RR AL TR 5 LTP™. 24 B-ARs i, wl ik
5 ERK K10 B- #2212, A5
5 A A e B, 7E B-ARs G N, ERK 7] i
7 FH 22 Al Bt ) f R 57 A= 1) L-LTPYY, {3 H i %
AT PR RO 938 AN 7855
4.1.3  FflAH I E H A R S

IS B-ARs [ B0E KA JC 8 T 1A R
B T3858 LTP, LTP A28 F A R S8R 1y
Kl F 2 AP i s R H (mTOR), &

{2 33 2 1 0 A L PR R S 2 53 1 B R T T
Bo IS RBEM B G ERK Al mTOR 2 5 B
LWL AR IR T AF (eIFAF) AW ™), eIF4F
EIAE S AR T eIF4A . 4E F1 4G 451 R
Z 5 EARSRAEE S, Rk, NENS
) LTP 1] [ A A2 38 i #70 #] mTOR F1 cAMP (Epac)
BOE R R ARSI, AR @ PKAMY,
42 o8 LRRZAITREATEMHRET

o- "5 _EARERZAK (0-ARs) 45 al-ARs Al o2-ARs,
CEEN & E =R (alA. alB. alD. a2A. o2B.
020)*, al-ARs FEAL TR MG, 1 a2-ARs £ T
SR AT AT S Ak S5 B MG a-ARs X2 JE] 2 2R 42
RE IR = A — e B s, 7R e S CAL X4
T o-ARs BN / HE B AT R K BRI K R B AT
NELER B R TE, AR OK 2 Bt SR
B-ARs JEME— AT NE 5200 1 58 fle o] 98 M 1R 52 4K
1B J5 2245 VP 2 B 95 % ] a-ARs X LTP 5 LTD i
T EREE, FI al-ARs HIEF/NR (CAM) k&
B, KHHHE ol-ARs AT o35 i 1 5 fid w98 M A/
BRAIAAIZhEE . B A ay ™, fERRIED DG F,
al-ARs 2 5 7 F 8 [7 8 3% >] 1 [|] ) LTP 155 ™,
M LTD e R/ WM EERERZ —, FHS
S OJCAATE R IR R, S fk o 11 PR e ot 4
ISl A7 g 15 B RAE M, A Bh T2 I Mid iz oh
fie PU. ZERTAIM B2 2 (PFC) 1, NE il al-ARs I
a2-ARs K% T LTD, i/ 2& B-ARs™, fd 4 &
% DSP-4 ¥4 NE {EH FH I j5, 7T FIH al-ARs #3)
F A Ihis 5 LTDP,
42.1 ol-'B BREZE

al-ARs J& G H ARk, 454 NE R
PR RS, al-ARs 760 45 Sl me . 4
SUTRN K 39 2 foo my 98 1k R LS AN R SRS e A2 e A 1
R EEMEH P, O al-ARs 5 =FE A (alA.
alB. alD), EAIEME L FFINE D) Re b RIEHE
RFEFER 5, 78 al-ARs =AW RF, alA. olB
BRIETH. S, D, R, TR,
G RO B X 35 Y, al-ARs 38 I B0 2 il i A0 2 il
J& PKC AL HIE1E mPFC (AT R K2 )2 ) HE
PRI D4 A R e b A3 ). 0l-ARs #% 5 Gq &
G, BOE g0 PR E KBRS C (PLC), {E4HH
JEE F 1 4,5- IR B i 9 LR (PIP2) /K fif Ak 1,4,5-
SRR ILEE (IP3) F1 —FEHEH i (DAG) BAMEE — (5
fifi, TIP3 5 P4 5 W _E () TP3 e 44 [ ] 475 308 486 45 4
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JEERIEIE, N Ca¥ IE T . DAG 454 T4
Mol b, n AL gl B 45 A i) PKC. PKC LLAE
WA A TR P, MR BRI,
A TIP3, il Ca™ WK THE, PKC By 1) 5 st P 2 1 »
P DAG i1k P, al-ARs AJ 35 PKC 38 % % 18 i
KB AL B 2 HE AR B 22 0 1 R A R 7, al-ARs
T IO 2 fub T AN 28 ik 5 PK.C AR ASATL 1l 42 3F mPFC
HEURG AR P R DS As M S Al A% 3% T T mPFC & —A
M EBERMIX IR, AR A
EFREENEMH, B “PAT7 6E, Wik,
TARCIZ R R 5l 1 9 SN FE B DA R A
Az A e P T 4 K& 8 PRC 2 fE S
fl—ANEE XK, SRR PRC (A ELAE A X T2
AMEIZF B R EE N, G REM, al-
ARs FR130 TT DL T GABA A5 (0 A [7] i (X g 410
FIVEH ", al-ARs i& ] fE S R 2 e Th g I
TR AL, RONEAERERK R RSt R
ik MO R T M o 4 i a4 R A i P b T
o6 FEE 42 1) 2 38 R 75 et R P 28 U SR A K
1 P R Ra S A g il e U, al-ARs 5 NMDA 47
FEEERR. al-ARs Al 52 IR MR
JRF (CRF) Z A4t FAEF, Xt IP3 MK Ca™ 15
SrEE R A, 1E 2 B TR B XA S
LTP"™, 7£ PFC h, i ERK Al NMDA i#7%, ol-ARs
75 LTD, 4% PFC A~ HiA AT AE P2,
422 o2-'§ bBREZE

02-ARs /2 G AL, BH 5 GiEA
BB, Gi 8% [ w] i i 0 i) 25 A iR R A A i 0 Y
Uk /D A0 Y cAMP [ A B B, AT RN 2 B AR T
FH, a2-ARs X ic Az ohfe e B E B A U
33 H) PFC 7 i 02-ARs % TAECAZZ N AT B
AP R . EIE R A ERAS N, WU o2-ARs
AJi# i Gi-cAMP-HCN (hyperpolarization-activated cyclic
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