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Research advances in the effects of hormones on thymus development
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Abstract: The thymus is the central immune organ responsible for the differentiation, development and maturation
of T cells. Growth hormone, glucocorticoid, thyrotropin, sex hormone, thymosin alpha 1, and other hormones are
able to affect the development of the thymus. Among them, growth hormone promotes the proliferation and
migration of thymocytes, while glucocorticoid induces apoptosis of developing thymocytes. The effects of sex
hormones on thymocytes show gender dimorphism. Other hormones also play important roles in thymus
development. The thymus not only declines with aging, but also shrinks due to some clinical treatment measures
such as radiotherapy and chemotherapy, which reduces the production of mature T cells, undermining individual’s
immunity. As a result, the prevalence of infection and cancer is increased sharply. Therefore, it has been a research
hotspot that hormones are regulated to improve the development of thymus and enhance immunity, aiming to anti-
infection and anti-cancer. Here, we review the effect of hormones on the development of thymus, providing a
theoretical basis for the hormones’ application in clinic.
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(thymic epithelial cells, TECs), 7] 43 A % Jii TECs (cortical
TECs, cTECs) A5 TECs (medullar TECs, mTECs)",

B REVR VG LA K B R T 40 &
HI 1K (early T lineage precursor, ETP) i i fifg i T 41
I J5 /)N #5 JhkcdE N B i P, Bl BP3E 47 TCR EE HF
FHMEIESRE. BAMIER. £ TARAEAEITRES, X
FHAE T 40 M5 b 2RI 8 T 48 i 32 44 (T-cell receptor,
TCR) R 5 I 45 & ¢TECs EHIH Sk - 3 44U
751 =A%) (major histocompatibility complex, MHC),
53467y CD4 F1 CD8 HFH1E T 40, Hitb3k#3 MHC
PR ME. BFHYE T 4005 mTECs B/ H & ik -MHC
HEY SR M E G MR AR T &SRR
T 20 4k iR T (regulatory T, Treg) 4 ),
— B T Z0 R Ae i it b ok B A, sias it 2040 A ik
EEE, UEsh T M4, SRz hig.

YENIEH ZEMERRE N —87, KRG
FIAE AR B M 2= 40R A, 22 4 S i I 2H 2 g 7
WA, JF B e DR T . bk i 45 84 J
Dhaer b e Z MR R ILFEE A R, o, %
Pl 2R 40 WK P (R Bh ke B 4k w OCs  E A B 7
i B4 B AT TECs b33 A] 3Rk 2 Bl R 24K, &b
TER SARAE A [F) FC) 16 Fi 4 B IV K b R 4 i rh 5
B (R D)o SMEEER AR ER- T Lt A—
FE, B4 E WA 550 WA oy, BB A
B PR A, AR F T 10 R oA 53 240 Pk R i st 4
Ji, xR A B R AR AR .

1 E£K¥E

K= (growth hormone, GH) & —Fh % iy
FEARHT AR R IR SRIER T Ji 1) 52 el 2 52 50
AL A 80 flit R 20 1 AR K 2% B . Hiirokawa 25 ™
RiE, fEshEa R, K GH Rl LA i iR
DiReFEAR e T A4k s fE2Edn 5, GH nl LL{2
HRIZERGNRE, RN R IRk E,
BIFE AR S A, MR A KAk B 75 2K

P GH. B4k, Lee 25 B w5t i IR 3B 46 1 /N B,
KB YR Z BT EHE GH W IR T E A
T - e 2 R K & R R £ B -3 (caspase-3) R 1A,
AT DAAG A5 P T AR A P R T I kb S AR M
PURZRTTLAIG I ETP & &, /D g 197 48 i i e
N, IR RIS T, Sem T b JE 2k
(T cell receptor, TCR) [ 2 ¥

Lins 2 “ R I, MfEfe 25 E2ix—idfe,
M %8 B iR M N TECs a1, Wi S8 4a
$E71 N B @I AR GH f#i£3 TECs A=k Z LA
g% 77, B A 4 g 4 R o R R B R R R
A, T RCHE B cTECs M1 mTECs 458, 3%
R 10 JUR 40 L B D RCEA TR T 4B, T R
INRE o 15 NS G 9% B F¢3995 B (human immunodeficiency
virus, HIV) &G AR, Bl A= sz 2040 3, 51 i
B E 245 U, Herasimtschuk 256 ® %10, 35 GH
BIT I HIV PR g, M R &0 CD4™ T 4il i
HEREWMN. U EGREW, GHXW4ER e T
21 i i RO R M G B AR L, R GH AT AR Ry
I B P A B B AR T T R

4= By PR B2 52 (glucocorticoid, GC) H1 R I
W - AR - B R SR A, RAE S W S SR
Ji ¥ 2% %2 A (glucocorticoid receptor, GR) 45 &, GR
JUTE SRR BT A A bRk, AR . &
PRTT RN S AT 5 3 4 B 1) GC /K22 4k, F DA
AU O ME A SR T RE . AR T S T B
Marchetti 25 ® % Bl GC AJ il i 8 [ #HE C B
NEBRWUEESRE 5 e R B C, AT F= A2 H i — 5 ; Bl
S, H O R EOE TR ME A BE NR B S 5 R e 4
WEfe A= i, 530 caspase-3/8 WG, LA Az /)N U i 4l
M. M EEKIAE N —Fh & ) GC Ky, v
BN FHRARAIM A AT, Chung 25 " HESE GC
FR) S 200 L0, 0 L A R G R, 1

R HEZHERRANEZMRITE FRIE

CD4'CDS8 T4ty CD4°CD8" T4H i1 CD4" T41fu CDS8' T4} mTECs ¢TECs
GRS E L EIN + + + + ++ ++
Wl B SR 2 AR ++ +++ + ++ -+ r
(RN 3 i + ++ + T + 4
TR A + + + + ++ ++
MER 2 Ak ++ + + + ++ +
TP ER AR + + + T St .

VE: _LiRME Bk IE T 4048 ZE Immunological Genome Project (immgen.org), i “+” NEIEKTTFE.
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GC #5177 RU-38486 ] DLy /> fi BR4m fw sE 12, 3@
SR b R B A A ) FE A T sk 1 i 4
MR T: M, Taves &5 U2 5 /N R R A& B AR
AR R GC TE T kAl R & IIfER, 4Rk
W45 GC A A I T 41 TCR (554 S, 1
o R oA 1) GC AT LA RE T 41 TCR 15 55 %
Mittelstadt 25 " 3 i i bk TECs Bk i iz 41 g o
AL GC A& it e — 1 18- B fbll, KINAE
it = TECs fiT4 GC [/ B R 40, GC i B
DAL P il 26 58 PRI 31 5 GR 5 == i I 40 e 4[] £ 7
[, RERET, RSHAEMENE GCRIFET
gy, RIESE TECs A IR 40 i 2 5 55 4 i GC 1)
HEME, Taves 25 " HE—BiFsE, EMIIRKE E H,
TECs & Ji I B Ji2 )57 i % %I 7] CD4" CD8' TCR™ 4
e, VAR HEPHMEIE RS . X LR SR B TECs 55 4 W
(1) GC 1E i JI 40 B 1) & 8 o 72 o ke A OB A H .
Prenek 25 " iE 52, Treg 40 i % 4& N GC i 5 1) 41
Mg T B Bk, HbZERAAME v — P A GC,
AT E 16 i R0 R AT Treg 40 ML H 48, IR 50 X3k
HE 2§ [ -P3 (forkhead box protein P3, FoxP3) f] & 1A
AHI F A3 (interleukin, IL)-10 AL AL A R 5
B . FiRER & BT GC B 75 FoxP3 [f]
WK, BRI Treg 143 A0 AN AH L R 1 7 A
PLERFFE R, NS T 04 S GC bty
%, WIS /) R 6 Fi et i e AR T, ] B2 I
MR A s T R 2 AR G GC AT RE A BT B A
TR ELGE M A B AR, AT R B AR v
92 S B, DAARAGAS [P 558 45 A4 T Ik B 4 R PR A 3

3 {RERRBRAE

TR HUIR BB (thyrotropin, TSH) = 5 fy FE 44~
AL, FHAER T HOR IR A% e . Ma 25 U R S R B,
TECs REf% ™/ TSH, il X BH L0 Al mTECs 7]
IR HOR BRI 224K (thyrotropin receptor, TSHR).,
Schluter %5 " 4R I8, TSH {47 i 3 240 2 6o T 12,
B Z T g £ TSHR 3 2% [ /) B 59 X B 4 (double
positive, DP) Al #.BHVE (single positive, SP) i i 41 it
HE (KT H RN, 2T 528 E & e 1
KA. Wu 25 W B R, sk TSH
T VI A BRI T B8 8B E (subclinical hypothyroidism,
SCH) /) 5% i i = (%0 40 Al #0115 33 1 (extracellular
signal-regulated kinase 1, ERK1)/ERK2, £f 4 il i 41
ffe TUR TS, (A TSH W85 1 SCH /) IR IE 4 24
Fp T A A IR AT HY 41 B (recent thymic emigrants, RTEs)

[P . X Legh BB, TSH i# i B#0E ERK 5 5
T B RTS8 4 R T sk, SRILDN SCH /N B
t T 4 M RTE HE .

Stefan %5 "V R B, 76 N MR K H ok FE
TSH {3252 e it 1 10 1] 5 2In 240 i 5 0095 £ 48 2
(promyelocytic leukemia zinc finger, PLZF) KA/ 1)
TSH 25 3 & [ Mitt T Al BERA k£, AT firt
RFCIRIE B 5 g%, X — A2 2 H mTECs Rk [
H & %% 75 X T (autoimmune regulator, Aire) /15,
ELRH TPy TSHR ik ™. 45T TSH )R 67
Az, TSHR i Jlt N 235 A RAZ 40 22 Bk e 8 1 i 1
RRAMM A S5, B TSH A5 155 203 [B] B v] R
VA A BT RE, TR T 40K B -

4 MHHE

PR G35 55 1 I HEBCGR (androgen, A), 2Pk
) ME ¥ & (estrogen, E) Fl1 213 25 (progestin, P), if
W S AL O S A MR B
ARG SRR T R4,  DAUS oo SR A0 AT P
S AR PR (30 R T S P,
TR R RIE o S5 TR IR S AR TE 1 i
AU RE Tz BT AR 3Rk (3R 1), PEEEE R
JIRAS B ) 22 R gt A A L (& 1)
4.1 HEHE

HEER F2 R 5 PERE R R IR 2R B iz,
B s oA A HEWCR T E 5 HEECR Z AR
(androgen receptor, AR) 25 & oK K #E A #AEH, AR
72 O A AR A% 52 A B 58 B B2 . Dumont-Lagacé
P uE, HEM/NR AR T cTECs F1 mTECs
IR 3R . Velardi 25 33— R B, HEEER
I T TECs Hh R L gl iu A 1 (&L, H4F Delta
FE L K 4 (Delta-like ligand 4, D114) F1 & 44 K -7 Bic
1A -25, 4% () D114 3% TECs LI %145 (Notch)
GOk, M) TECs 404k, A6E 4 M Bk 505 70
(# 2). Khong %5 " 457 BELWTAE I 3 16 B B P (0
FR S, RIA] DAY b S B 2 15 -5 ) Uk 2 AE 4
JUAT B 4H Mo Ew ek, DL AR SR/ B
UL R, BBl RE B REA S, JF
RS I L R M A R ) BT, A
12 5 M Ji 1 P2

JUEIEREN T giiS A EZER, (HHAE
FAMLEI AN B . Lai 26 B R HL, 7643 F %2 L
A/ R B RE RS A S b, R g i P =
DRt AR R G /0N BB HE B JER G K, i BT
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SRS T2H B 2 B4 BH B BT HE 2 00 R 4 I 5 /N RO N TR P, BRI EAT B M R . BRI 3. IR M R 5 RIA
FECTECs EIARSGZARLS &, S HMMEESE: 220 MR R 5RIXAEMTECs LA R Z AL &, S 5MmEsE.
CSL, CBF1/Su(H)/Lag2, W##F ANRBP Jk, j&NotchfES5HIFifsr1: TRA, HLURHIMEHE.

E1 M ERIERTTECSHE

ARG M B = TR AR /0SSR R U DR AR AL
DRI, i i 2 o 40 A 1) AR LR iR IR 41 A i B Ak
% S5 /E . Wilhelmson 45 P #F 58 % 8, RTEs
BESK B M i T 40 il % 2RO s B b, 32
BRIy Tl I PN WL NS e G N e
1697 fa, RTEs (ECGIBE 2 38 m. 2 K YRR AL AE 2
—Fh B B G BV, EH N R A2 e R R R R T 5
K, Zhu % BT R 2 R VEREALE /N B ALIE S, T
EE B Aire” mTECs B8 1, {E#E & fhd 2
BRIl 14 P J& (tissue-restricted antigen, TRA) [k 3k
KIFEEH (B 1). Aire 5 TECs ¥ 5 5% A1 7734 i BH
PEERE, A BNGST 2 KYERERER B Y. BT
TECs 7£ VF 2 Ji Bt ik 72 vh (i A% O AE FH L D8] Ot o B
TECs S HER RN F IR Z 48 #1410 RTEs 975 1
AL o
4.2 MEHE

MEWOR E B AL AR M. M R A =,
HhOME R S MV R . Roggero 45 Y IESK,
MR R RUMSE 7T S RE R
(R AR, T B G T 52 5 1 R 2 DI AR 5% B
Berrih-Aknin %5 P £ i 95 G 2 oMK I 52 1 F2
mTECs H1 R I | =M i 457 : Aire. FEZ
JEPEYR HE A 2 (FEZ family zinc finger 2, Fezf2) 1 PR

SEFISAETR 1 -1 (PR domain zinc finger protein 1,
PRDM1)., M2 E it 5 mTECs b 1 8 i 3R 2 4k
(estrogen receptor, ER) 256, Z5/NJIR Aire 3£
KH T Aire 3RS BA MR 2 70, HHEEN
AR EE,  BHETE /N BRI AR R IR K, X — K
AT DA R A /) BT 1 B 958 1 0 () o SR DA
Je Mk &% (B 1). Dragin 25 PY 3t — 5 K,
S /0N BROGT I B e 1 0 1 o SR e 38 1350 4 D
2 ME R 5y WA 1 N AR F T i iR . Shevyrev % B
RIE,  MERCE TS T 0 0 R 2 A A e R R U ) R
L2 P 5 gl R R 200 P 3 A S i 3, 25
PEOR BRIV S MEB S, 5 3500 i 4 i 7™ a2 A
W RIR A, EMECR G KPR m B B, AT
B ES. B, EREANZSE T A S 0%
IS, 25 R rRA.
43 ZH=E

ZER F AN S T e A, Bt AR R
B GRS T NE, 15 N B A i o k3R
Fl. FoxN1 5& TECs 1 T 48 ) & f) £ 25 B,
Ahn 25 B 5 R IR 324K (progesterone receptor,
PR) T #7E FoxN1' TECs ik, H7EMZE H
FkFr e B, FEolEMRRL. Bk, Wei
gtz B4 2 T FoxN1 F1 H1 ¥4 T° 5 A (Bel-xL) /& Wnt
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(Wingless-Int) {5 5 i B 1) 7 ML 2, 2R IF T
Witd R 5K PR 22 7 2 FoxN1 Al Bel-xL [~
W, kT G| R R A g AN D RE N R B 22 BRI
JiR TR IR Adre RS 1 5 DR 3R IA o 3 BB R R S 1
CDA4" T 4 f1 CD8" T 4 fa ik 2k 5l (12 34 Treg IR IA,
DA b AT DA DR 22 B BEfG FR I = AR S 2 52 . 51t
WS 5, BRI Aire 76 B IE )L G2 it
SZHURAEAER B,

Paolino %5 P9 Wt WY, 0 FiR 16 PR 2 A 1) % A
Bk, BEERERLEIm. 2R S5REREE B
%2 f (lymphotoxin B receptor, LTBR) 4 & ¥ 15 5 1%
£ mTECs AN, WOHIEZ #t NF-«B @42 I Hll
TECs % 1A, NF-xB 52 {4 % /7] (receptor activator
of nuclear factor-kB, RANK) 5t {A (RANK ligand,
RANKL) %54 )&, REHI# TECs #4458 7. Bai %
RI, ZHiEE RANK LUE#E T Aire” mTECs 175
30K 2 1 i Treg 40 ML 0 & & + /N B IR b i
RANK ) 48 3 BUIG % b Treg 41 I 1 A 2 932D,
TR IREE . W RS SRR, RANK /£ M 421
e TR S IR Treg MK E -

5 HapRAkal

Wi R 2 AR A K R, H Goldstein FT White
T 1966 4E 15 IR M/ B b 2 B ok . AR A5

& (D), MRRZE T4 o (pI<5.0). B (5.0<pI<7.0) M
vy (pI>7.0) =35, Mg RRAK al (thymosin alpha 1, Tal)
ST PR IRAFAE B IR RO, P A 1o i AR 471 J ke 2 2
ZALL SRR H G A, Horp b 3 S A R A
TEM AR ES B o Tal AR BCER T 40 7040 o R
(] CD4" T 41 jiid #1 CD8" T 4l Jig 5k 3% 5t 4 3% 77 &
Giacomini %5 " i — L8, Tol 3722 251k
5 H P (mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK),
I8 1 MyD88 R i 1% 1444 55 Toll #+ 52 44 (Toll-like
receptors, TLR), #F7)& TLR2/TLR4 # HAEHR], DA
i 2E A1 R B T bk B A B R 2. Bk Ak, iR R
ol AT LB N4 E Mo IL-2, IL-10, IL-12. IFN-o Al
IFN-y 7K F H1,

Dominari 25 " % 3 Tal 7£ b B 20 fi 6 00 75
YL TS B R E MR, ARATI — Tl AR G
K& W, Tal Yk E T COVID-19 & 3 ) CD8 T Al
CDA" T kL 4r i, AT 5 498 B H i iR 1) 40
HE T AMRFIEIGIN, XK Tal HAG G55 M0 R 24
g AP R I BE 7. Moretti 25 M 9 50 R B Tal
2 5 R RLE 2 Aire F£i&, Aire 1 Tal
Z [AIAHEAEA,  Aire BJ DLIE ik i85 R A B IE N Ik g
( SUFR legumain) FR 9 14 S {12 32F i 44 i Jie ik 1110
Tal, 1 Tal fdk XAEFEFKF EiHT mTECs
1) Aire 215 Kk, 8 FCUESE Tal G BT %%

2 M EXBRR S LR RE RN

SR P S AIEE [N/ 1 TER R SR

AR AT it Caspase3 1+ ¢TECs [5-6]
1T mTECs
TR i

it B T 2R B L AT FoxP3 | ¢TECs [15, 46-48]
1 Aire fITRA ik
T TN R &

TR FRIR R BN ERK | ¢TECs [16, 18, 20]
| Aire 1 TRA £k
T P P AT A R A

e 2 2L Notch | CCL25, DLLA4, IL-7 £k [23, 25, 27]
1 Aire FITRA £ik
1 B

MR b £ Aire | Aire FITRA ik [31-32, 49]
Tk

R INEHS NF-«B | CCL25,DLL4 [36, 38, 50]
b T2 B A AR I 1 3

i B kel JH i MAPK 1 cTECs [40, 43, 51]
1 i 2

T BRMEE A TR SR, BRI S CTECs. mTECSHIPaIRARM; #iL R4 L, ST 7k

F5 1R A2 1 50 BB 55 o
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i 52 1Y 3 B R Adre BOTE R, HREE— 2B 52
Aire ik, Tol R8I 5 )30 iR 410 B R 5340 N
HAYEVER T WREA0H, DL 58 B SRR 4 i
I M SR T Treg 4r b 40 M A7 ™. Tl iE AT 1E N
R R TR SRR (1) G S5 K 7 i 01 7R, 0 4 e
fitiges A SR €2 2008 . AW AR SE Tal HEIT T
ML R B, RIS Tal 3 A LA A R 1l R
BT —FET R i

6 THEESRE

LR EPTE, WERZE 7RG B AT
MR S A, ALK T A ERE R, MRS
g i b e 2 P 2 Ak S, 4% TECs Digg. [,
R A T e i 2 L 0 52 A R T e R ) R
(R 1. 2). WERMEMAREIINEIR S, B
SR TR AR R SR TR AR
TR, SR SE 22 ROMLENG fridt— P ik . 2RI
Z 5 R M R R, i BRI IR S0 SR 5 BU R AR
TR 1 B G s Ik LA S R £ R R i 2
AT, LB AR BIIG T O R o — T
WEAN RGBT B WA B HTMIE  HURS
EHE.
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