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The regulatory mechanism of sexual differences in social reward behaviors

by oxytocin and dopamine systems during puberty
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Abstract: The reward characteristic of social interaction is very important for the expression of social behavior and
the development of adaptive social relations. Abnormal reward system resulted from stress caused by lack of social
interaction, can lead to mood disorders and sexual dimorphism. There are significant sexual differences in social
reward behavior during pubertal development. Men are more sensitive to social reward than women; on the
contrary, women are more sensitive to social punishment than men. The sexual dimorphism of reward behavior and
psychiatric disorders is associated with sex-specific changes in the reward circuit, the oxytocin (OT)/ vasopressin
(AVP) system, and dopamine (DA) system, as well as expression of OT/AVP receptors gene during puberty. This
article will not only shed light on neural mechanism of sexual dimorphism of social reward behavior and mood
disorders mediated by oxytocin, but also offer new preventive and treatment options.
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NFEAT NEHLIAZ O P B3 RAT AL U B
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SR N AR AT MR P SR Ao HAERE

B NS N, %o 1 4 R A B R R 7 2B R 258
TFH eI R H . MR, SRz Eh Wk BAE
W%k B O A i RE M M AR A B (Syrian
Hamster) W 7RI, MEE [R] 1% #1523y BE R %
B2 Bt N R B, Lotk S A
BEAT AL BB L IR S %, S 5 3R A5 i 1
& AL, BRI NI SR AT A YR E R
b2 B TR AR SRR 1) 32 EOREAR A R R 22—,
il P T R BT Sk o NREREAT . SIHR AR
JESE SRR o VAR FH AR FE IR A0 26 A0 5 A AT
BERIVER ZE R, TR AL T A R E I 2
SV AN, AR BEER T AR EALO HE Y R
Mt R EAT N, RHERHFERIANME. HHRIE
BLRTTAESAT N WA E R EE . 5
ML, HEPRERESRZKCHE S, S 5FR%EH
2y (IR TR 0 e 7 2 MR 6 A S A I o
BRI, 0PRSS ARSI L) 22 e AR5 B
I P B PR AR S B (i A B4 )
AR T 2tk s M, st 5 (I A/

B ) ORI, RS ERENRE
)RS (T U RS R AEAR G M F R R

FEANHR X 22 R G0 K B ARG DG EE N ], 2 Xk
TR BT S UK I, AR AT . AR B A
A AZ AN KN T T 2 o] DLRE SR B R . T R
(oxytocin, OT) F1Z ELi% (dopamine, DA) X #2325
TR EA R M, 4 OT (R R R A A i Fi
XFAMER I B AT M. (B OT thm REF= 48 — 2 6y
PERIVER, B At fh N g ™, A 1EEk
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FE B BT M AR BT R A
(R PR G 3 2 B R Gk, B R R O B S X
(ventral tegmental area, VTA) DL K #5571 HIARBH 1% (nucleus
accumbens, NAc). & lSCIR{A (dorsal striatum, STR).
HUAIIH 2 5 (prefrontal cortex, PFC). ¥4 (hippocampus,

Hippo). #¥4-#% (amygdala, AMYG) %5 fixi X ( ] 1),
SR, FE 2L FAT ARTE R ER M MBS 4L 2 (5
B, Rk 2 2 F B R 5 T B R LA A B AR 2
SMEMZIAEE 2 5. 2021 4F, Hu 55 RIS H
P FE R AT 2 REAT RIS « NI %
(medial amygdala, MeA) | N IFLHT X (medial preoptic
area, MPOA) [ 22 38 B i N F Ak 2 K HAT AT
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HEFUAF R : PEC HHIHER Y 2 (orbitofrontal cortex,
OFC) 1 NAc 5 N3R5+t 23 22 FORE G v 25 151
MIEHLAE < B R ET, HRIY B RUK
M5 NAc BB 82 IEAHIC, 17 202 4 ) 2 4 A
P, RFFFREAT NN R 5L R E N
PR ZE A 5o Ty ok, iEHE: NAc Fl OFC [F & 31
HTHREHKEZM, H EW KN STR #1444
P A AR A A BEA T R I 2 T R P 2038 NAc
WAL FERE B pRBE S 2N R KR A EN,
3G OFC, #9/in NAc IS0, 35 17 25 Ui
I 3% 4% OFC Al NAc HI&0 - fRFGH, 55 1Lk 2ot ik
AR, HBMHH - KRR LR TR ST XL
PP,k ) 2 R A B BT N T BB B
s A

PR BRI TR I, AE T A PFC H A 1%
WZEESE, X T REME, RSN PEC &k B i i
o, HARE TR BRI A AN T A K = PR R
W, SRR MENE B PEC AR AR EEEYE K PO, oK
SR JE /M A 1= #% (basolateral amygdala, BLA) Ff#
Z e E R REMLT PFC it ER, NE
BRI AE, MR EZMEnER, HK
FEHBLA A T BERAMENER. E£FHEW,
FREPE R B MeA P40 Hf B R BRIGTE 2 . ARFRR,
S SR A I S 1 OK R Me A [ 40 i 2 AN AR AR Y
EEMEPE K B MeA 21 K. P % T BLA Fl MeA 2
(B 22 5, PRI 75 B MG 4 31 AMYG K E
1 DX S PR B

EHHM, SCIRESS5FNUT AR, 1 AMYG
A PFC FEF ) A 5 15 2547 77 T I A BAF FH &8
g P, R, XN XK B 2 T g s
s £ S ANHIAR 1) 75 52 & BV 22 5 . AMYG K
B X LRI 28 4T A BRI . A LT D AR
H, AMYG RRRBROR, g iEmizE, mSE >
SN HOR R P, BAR B AMYG AR,
RN RS Gy FE AR A AR FEORE, W HE AMYG A2
T 31 4 R A ) 22 e ) P — iR A

HILAT W, EFERKEERES, REAH
ZEIN P TR R 2 A% A I e i) 22 e e 2 AT N A S
TRIARAL I S R B

2 OT/AVPRLHIM 7l & 7 3 1/ EME L =
REITANF

N LN A K P ) 22 S T — A AR
MG S, MLk OT RGLEM ALK

i A R E R B s A E 52— B OT
RAA VIR AR TE I B RS ZBR N K 2 (vasopressin,
AVP) J 524K (vasopressin receptor 1, V1aR) R4t h
f&. AVP/OT MKFRfEiEL E BA RS, EATH
it AR AL, AAER DR ER AR OT
A AVP F ZAE T e fid = 55 % AL LA . AVP
HWAE A SR (bed nucleus of stria terminalis, BNST)
I MeA W& K, A OT 1 AVP 3l i o £ 2 4
PG B2 K DX 3 Y 38 5 B e R A SR
OT A1 AVP ik OT %24k (oxytocin receptor, OTR) £l
ViaR 43045 2 (i X P il il BoE 2 4k, OT f
AVP ZG A R B R At AT A B AT
No ERBRH, AVP Gl K NAERGER T 5 &
W, EHBEIEY (day:35) AVP Yo 58K HB 23 ik
X AT M5 2 5, {4 BNST. MeA. MPOA, 1
s T, MEFERRY, OT ik x Mik=
SRR R 22 5 B

KA Z WX B %ER OTR Ml V1aR, 1k
AR AR 2 . (HAE — 2R E i X, OTR Al
ViaR 75 & W5 1K ORI AR A R 2 18] DA K 7 i 1
ZIRfFEZE S, H AR 0 2 5 1 X
TE A I 22 et — P 3 i, 3 B I 2B i DXO6) 1 iR 2
] BB, DRI T B o A e R 3, PR R o0 W ) D 2R
PR AT TR, OTR A1 ViaR 8% X 3 N5
PG K. ERFEM ST RNAZAHRXE, FF
HHELHA K B OTR Ml VIaR 5 m T RUAE R, 7
#4= P 5 M 4% (social decision-making network) ] 5%
DX IR B J X 4, AR BRI OTR &5 ViaR % JiE
mTEHEMIH, R OTR il V1aR PLE R KR
PEJ7 s a2 2 B AT AR . OTR A V1aR 4
Wil 2 S BRAE AR S 4 35 K. 7E BNST J5#6. F
g, MPOA. 51 WIIFIfEEN I AMYG,
HEYE OTR % B2y T MEE, HMENE V1aR % AE X
SR S (RN (X AR 4. OTR AT V1aR M5 2 5
PES A T B IR AT 2055 B W — B R 2 AE i,
F B OTR 1 V1aR 7£ 75 & JA 1 B DA K Js 4 DA 14 51
RS 5 SO R e A4k 247 o8 B, i OTR A ViaR
ot 7 A AT A S DR AT R I S e R B
PRI, OTR A V1aR 7EH B4 4% (central amygdala,
CEA) " I /E FH A )2 : OTR 7E CEA 1 1] BL s 2D i
T T T 1 KRR AR R B, ViIaR M e 2z B,
fE CEA v, OTR #1476 KU AT #0/) V1aR F ff
Zt MBS P, X — 4l B CEA B OTR Al
V1aR X £5 B8RRI P2 A2 A R B 8. {H CEA
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H35%:

OTR % LA TRt sl Bl 22 5%, s BRI R R
CEA ] V1aR %% = T HUAFE R Xl S8EHFH5
KR V1aR A% T OTR [M0E H £, VlaR (1)
NEEEF KT OTR, FH S BUF R R £ 8 / BV
JRVE, IX AT g AR R R EEAMAR T 25 5 e R
R BRI RN Z —

OTR it (A L 1% H R 2 45 1 (SNP) [ 1 4% 2= 1t
FNN OTR 25 NR &Rtk o478, g AR+t
AZREKRE J7, T B N AL AT N M
PESZIE B, 7E OTR rs53576 DNA Fr Bt SNP £i7 i1,
#Er GG LR AL 1) H R Lot L AG B AA S5 [R 7Y
SR L IS A AR A R R RE Y, X e
TG B RIE B R R A T P BRI AG
B AA S DR B (1 55 1 0 Lo M A 2R IR HE TR 1 0 a2
RUIEL TR Ao B RS TR g B, B
P SR H Eb A RN ) BB AN E B o B,
A ViaR FE[H (AVPRIA) 48 5 (38 1% 22 W LN
VliaR 25 N E &Rtk &7 N E L2 547 A,
HBANK Z B0 5T Bon A S YE R Lt #H AVPRIA
BRARS, HAS R SR Lot A 24T R,
AVPRIA 1 RS3 Z &P K S50 R ] (327~343 bp)
e LA 25 A L (308~325 bp) #Eal# on
EACE IR X, B SRR FE R (334 bp) B PEAN
L AMYG R B E ST, (HOGT ViaR 5
DRIt 4 2 2 B AT SR P ) 22 S RIS O R AR

BT, EEFFENREERE T, OT/AVP #
GLAE 2 HOH IS 8 R % 1) M 3l 22 57 e 8 OT/AVP
SEARIE R RIA ) 2 AR BT N B A e = A
ARG LW 2ERLH 2 —.

3 DARGHIMAEZIE MM S RET
Vel AL

A 2B [ ) 2R D A K B AR
Gy A INAN AT Bk 1) — AR ER . X R
ZoAEEE P WA AN IS S PR ) ) A2 A ELAE
UKy, AE R AR S DR v i Bz o i 2 2
%éﬁ [44]c

EHAEY, SR NARNEEMABR L
— DA TEHR IS R G0 1 0 A AE PR A 2% 5 0,
KRR BV K RS 5 DA ik sE £ 19, &
1 DA [f) VTA #H 2 e 50 58 22 W70 i K BB
T £ NAc 1 DA fEFI 20 KP4k, Ih R I
BRI DA SERIBUNUBETBOH 2, 250 P3O0 iy Jiki R 21
4k (medial forebrain bundle, MFB) #3k4 7 [F) 2 & (1)

S, EPE R B NAc H1 DA Vit 8 HL v R B S
%, Y0 P W EGY DA s B 0 25105 O,
HEPE R R A 40 M4 DA ZKF i T REMER R ™™ et
A TR G 186 TR R B K 4 B A DA, T R AR ME 1 K
LA 4 DAR, 78 N, Lot STR H DA ) 5% fist
W T B, M H STR X 354247 Nk 2 i
o7 B 5 Yo L Sk Ao A 2 0 A P O UK 1
st STR rh AR B3] DA 5 R b 19 InAH
KBl h R N2 IX DA BBEFFEMEN TEX
R B A, G PFC R4, A& NAc,
STR 1 PFC ¥ [X 383 32 A 1 U8 %) DA U
P R NS BN 2 5 SR AT D9 M v i B Jo 32 5% i
s Y R, EHEM, UIREMNZERH
LT, AR TR X 2 R
B —E 2 HMEBGER A 3/, B A1 F )
PR BB RY], AR KFTE, DA
S R R I, O DD BR MR TS TP 2 5 B,
TP U0 B AR e e i AN K B 2).

FHHEYIER T DA BRI A1, DA 3214 (dopamine
receptor, DAR) F 1A [ A8 A4 78 8 A v fivi )25 1 o 3 2%
FGErp A7 AR, o 2 TR R A SR Y A
1E NAc A1 STR A7, DARI1 fl1 DAR2 {JRIAEFHF

A

cfm

NAC

A G JE B A 4 DA B (2 ) AT KCP T B
Aegbify, Bt Y50 2D AGE B (B 00 R R B K SR
K. PFC: prefrontal cortex, FI%&iM & /f; NAc: nucleus
accumbens, {RFEH%; STR: dorsal striatum, PUSCRAE;
MFB, medial forebrain bundle, R[N ; VTA: ventral
tegmental area, FE{I4Y 51X .
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W35 B 15 0% (day: 40), SRJE T FE B BCAE K (day:
80)** %, 7E KRR Y PFC v, ik DARI (K40 it
PRI, X SR T 2R 44 KA AR B4R #
NAc. #R1f, I1XE852 7R 755 5 B 0240 n] REA7AE B
BERR R Y,

[EFHF STR 1, DAR B4 AT A AENE R 22 5
MEPE K BRUIY) DART 25 B30 8 LU /N2 10%, JF B
e K BRZE &1 B 30 DART %5 R F] . 76 NAc
i J5, DARIL A1 DAR2 22 Ja) it~ 47 ER] 44 7 A0 e 1k
KGRI, AR 2 R B AT, R
M, A0 R I B A0 MR e S M e e
DAR B3 i A 1 B SOR 1A DAergic 45 14 Al
D Ae 0 14 ) 22 S i i\ Dy g N AR A PR 1Y, AR
Sprague Dawley K B o5 UL 1 — 26 44 Jjl) 22 53¢ 14 7
Long Evans K RAMEE R ™, LR L 1iF g
KB € A DA FRE T M B P 2 S R HE F
Wi R RS R, EESEFEHNAKET
TR, DA 5HFEMMEMNZ MM X RIEH F5 T3
giﬁﬁ% [55»56]0

AR FIEEFEE P L B L, 52 %
D1-D2 5244 K 4 1R Ml 22 e 1t R O o 7E KRR
Hh B PR A B v % S 1) D1-D2 S AR A A
% Ef% D1-D2 244k S M AR o X P14 ) 22 S P 2R A
S E P b 5 5@ % BDNF/TrkB F1 Akt/GSK3/B-
B E FEPER) 2 5, BDNF/TrkB A1 Akt/GSK3/B-
TN S 5 5 S A A £ B B, e
KA B R D1-D2 S Aa Ak mT g A2 12 35 38 n
IR0 42 FE S I g SR ]

4 HERBETEHPOTRGFDARKHEEE
R SR EIT AR

OT R4 DA RGHH FI T4 23547 8 F7,
RIMAN RG22 AESH ETHMKR? AR
B, XA RBEARENE N 57— MT NGB T TH
BT 8 Y. OT/DA R 484 W S (A H.AF T,
By AR R AL 2 25T . EMERE/N R R, VTA
B OT el DA B, 338 T DA #h& o iig ik P,
Dolen % " 3@ i OXT (et AL et —BiEs 1
X—KHL, HI VTA i OT Bt 7 DA 2 i)
VEVE, BRI NAC (40, I H OT Bl
DA 128 63 PE (386 g 5 7 BV /N R otk 247
He Fhh, 15 VTA i, #5452 NAc DA HAth 2544
1) DA &0 BRI T OTR. X444kl % DA
WM, FENRES VTA FIFMNEYE OT 2 35 NAc

[f) DAL . 45 L, XUERFFER W], OT &t
g ff DA 55 SR IAT N, FFFRFEMNAD R
G EAE R, (EME RSP B2 R
AA RN

5 #5E

HEMK G e 5 FAT AR 3 B 22
S, B S BRI R T ot s MR, otk
ST BUR S T Bk, S 5RELERR
B AP SR D) RE IR ZE ot R E R
Rz —, 5 AMYG fR R K 5 25 K/,
STR &K & M 5.1 Hippo AR K /N8 25 0 1 ol 2 S
A, i 5iERE OFC A NAc HI - R BE H kAL
THT AR K /IS DA B H skt 5 A PR K G 43 5 76 NAC 25 ki
X FREAFA L. HHEMRE RS OT/AVP R
GUAE AL B PP IR B 1 1 S0l 22 57 S g OT/AVP
SARFE R RIE I 2 MR AL FAT N I 515 4 1
SR N — R R . 25 40 F G R I B 2 8 R
2 — DA TEHHEWHINILZ RG M AEr: B B
Z5, MEMELLEEYE S A DA 4R 2, AR T
SR BRTER —J7 ) b, #EPE DARL %5 iE
LR, X TR RSB R AR SR
Wz M) S 3 AR FH BT § 8. OT R4 Al DA
RGHARN T BEAT N, SR TR FUIE B X A
RGVESABRAE N T3 — AT NIE B0 7 T iR Y
&, TEEMANRAGEMEEHNRR, HHHEZ
[ LA R 51 38 Z A R A RRRANBE T HAT AN
FE R R N 5y MR A S 3 TR I 0l 22 5 T R o

SN A 2 225 1) B S 245 . OT/AVP R Fi il
DA RGHIMENERME. HIET I, OT &4 - +t&
WHRG - BN &, =& 2B RGER
KAHME (B 3)e 1AM E IR S HAT A 2
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