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Progress on amino acid transporters and intracellular

sensing mechanisms in mammalian cells
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Abstract: Amino acids are key nutrients and metabolites in various organisms. In addition to serving as the building
blocks for protein synthesis, amino acids are involved in the regulation of cell growth, differentiation, and
metabolism by activating mTORC1 (mammalian target of rapamycin complex 1) and GCN2 (general control
nonderepressible 2) signaling pathways. The cellular uptakes of exogenous amino acids are mediated by amino acid
transporters, and then amino acids serve as signaling molecules through intracellular sensors. In recent years, the
sensing mechanisms of amino acids have been revealed with the discovery of many more intracellular amino acid
sensors. The article reviews the transmembrane amino acid transporters and the sensing mechanisms of intracellular
amino acids in mammalian cells to provide references for further optimizing animal nutrition and improving the
utilization efficiency of amino acids in vivo.
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JL N R AR v 8 A B S H AR & B A S )
HHRPEEARTR, Z 50K FE R EACE, &
REMGVE N EEIE 50T, BURHASIMENER
SR A E A K 1 (mammalian target of rapamycin complex
1, mTORCT) LA S — et 145 FH.i £ 13 2 (general
control nonderepressible 2, GCN2) 15 5 i i >k i 4 &
FUB & e ARSCERIR T W L3N 4n i = B R i is

PR CLRAT 5 U B BofT Rt Jig . R IR S R
RIS %

1 SERFEER

I AL AN Z SRR IZ 4 (amino acid transporter,
AAT) BN FREREE L EANSR, MBS
HEERWEB I E, &0 UAERNE G524,
A OG5 S s, VA4 40 B 1 2% Bl A= BE AR TS
g, FEEFRWRIL. AIE L R RS S5 T
7R EEEER.

1.1 AATHISE

LA R A 2 Fh KA AAT. AAT
B2 ¥ 7 444 (solute carriers, SLCs) F& A 4 i
H AR I IT %58 tH 458 /> SLC s R A ERF, 1HA
SLCI, SLC2. SLC3 % 65 NI e ™, Ho 11
A SLC HE PR 505 & fe e g b 2 JE IR i da B A I
b, A SLCI. SLC6. SLC7. SLCI5. SLCIG6.
SLC17. SLC25, SLC32, SLC36. SLC38 I SLC43.
1E SLC3 FER Z il A, SLC3A1 Ymtis i) TBAT F
SLC3A2 4wt i) 4F2he m] Ll i st 5 SLC7 Kk
R R AR, AR — RiAkKeEA Y.
[F]— SLC &K K e gmid i) AAT 7] LAIL 24432 K Y)
(B ) iBHpLE], W SLCT Z R K i SLC1A3.
SLCIA2. SLCIAI. SLCIA6. SLCIA7 4ikai) EAAT1-5
HizmE¥n U iE L AR (L-Glu) A1 D/L A
KA H R (D/L-Asp)™ 5 [l — R IR th 7] UL A A
SLC B[R X i dmithif) AAT izt 4ni, n SLC17
F T () SLC1748 F1 SLC25 7% Wk v ) SLC25A412
B mid i d RN kicEH, Xz —£
SLCI7A8 9wt VGLUT3 fERHEHERIA, 11 SLC25412
B AGCT ANFERFIEHZRIA 7,

AAT JUFAEFT AW A b A 7E, @
SENL T AR L hiih L Ak U, gy Y
A AbAm B i B, HOR[A AAT 3B LR AR
A g R Rk, HAm il A AAT 7 3 F
GRTTEE « B — Pl AR 18 S 1R e P 1) 12 i A
7, B AR rE. BRI R M SR sk s B

PR MRYE 12 /2 75 8 Na™, W] 43 Na'™ iz 5
PR 4% 18 R ANl Na™ i U FR A IS 1k ¢ 35 = Fho@ il
PR BRI AR e, Al N AR s &
i, HETsZ 2 Z ] K LB g0 s B IR i s
ARG 20 ZFh, Hrb Na' K8 b 1= 3L R 74 18 1k
AYH A, ASC. B’ % 10 Fl, 4k Na" & #i b 1 &
H WG 5K R 44 asc. imino. L Al T, Na' & i
R ARG 2R RS H B My L, dENa 4
TR IE R IZR R A b Ay, Na' R TR
B IBIERA Xa » I Na' OB M A IR iz
hRA X 1AL T WA K AAT
R HEABAFR XS g JE K] DL K 338 2
IR ( EESH I AR s & A5 % SLC &
%), Rk http://slc.bioparadigms.org/, #5770 MR & 5T
TR AN 78 ),
1.2 AATHY$ZHLE

— R, AR M AN S R R R AR T R AR T
SRR P9 TR B, DRI TR B i S Bl is )y 2
s m BN M. AR B AN AAT # iz Hl i
IRIEFE,  — AT Iy B ) W [ 2 3 R e ) A2 4 e
P B ) Pip ) d B ok F A 2 B T K A7 10
H HRE LI Z LR iz , 4 an EAAT1-5 By [F) 48 32,
Bk H' %12 L-Glu #1 D/L-Asp #F N4H i3, 4+ 40
PPN Ak Na™ 3Rk B2 Pl B s 5 S g SR B s i AR AT
Mt CI BB OH 45 HiAth &5+, f5l%1 VGLUTI1~3
FEJE L CI Rk 1 % 18 55X DL & KY/HT 3 ) 32 %
(B RIEAT IR Glu iz P, Bk, &R
A G W] Re e H s X —K3) /1, flin ASCT1/2,
AGC1/2 Z ] UK 8 H 2 5L 1R I P $2 11 1 3 e 56 ik
BRI R, R ss et is (B F s L),
B AAT 7£ %38 3 P s FE IR 3 N 40 B i [R) 6F, 4% R
S5 S F A oy — B R R A R A, T SIS BN A4
PR I 2 R R v e az B %, 491l xCT/4F2he 3¢
TR RAEIZE A 1018 Cys-Cys BB & 78 %
NAHML PSR AEL Glu (e BT [EREENE, A
e S R R AR I iz B AT DU AN [R] i s AL i
BAFEME R A IER K, B0y LAT1/2 #i2 &
FIRE % DLIE Na™ 6t 1 712 2 7% 42 4H i P PH Bs 1- 2 :
%, LA Na' i e ks i ot b v L R SR,
HLLART# R B H Rl AAT (s i T
fRIEATE A, 0 AAT [FEE HLH AR 15 2 E
DAL AT B AAAE AL, B O — Mg AL )
AAT W] e eI Hopth 2 iz ag pLi) S 7] 78 e s B2 IR e
. BN, A TR AAT PSP T B
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Hl L R RN RIRE A S .
1.3 HERRGHEEHE

AN R 5 I N LA RS, Tt
THEAREGRIERERNGES T RIEEH, #al
KT Rk, mUREEAR, BINSEANE RS,
DR 7E 40 9 778 AAT™ . H AT RN,
AR FE % & mTORC O (1) 5 Z 3 B A 7, ¥
it A mTORC 1 i ) 3 B2 40 i 3 37 BT s [RI
VA A N B L R 1 mTORC T 0% i 58, Hifk
N—FhE B (155 0 7% mTORC #5854 B 74
R . Hk, FEREEAEE L RIFEAETE 2 R AAT,
AT AT LR LI T Re, A5 tn] LLEFEAE N
RIEB I AL 155 . SLC38A9 f&— R it TR
R bR IR IE M, RN B 2R AR (Arg)
RS2 A, B AT L2 IR (Leu). BE 2R (Tyr)
N ERIVFZ b 75 LR (essential amino acid, EAA)
A VS T 4 22 s DLIBOE mTORC1, AHEL T Arg,
SLC38A9 %I Lys 5 Jk & 754k ). SLC38A9 #iz &
SE R A2 L N oK 5t 45 #4938 (N-plug) AT A~ 5 19 Y,
ERS 40 B s ML A ANTE 2. PATL 5& o7 T 20 i JiE
MUA A, 7TLLKIE AN A AL RRIs , HHAEN
S EE RS 5T mTORCI 35 1 vh (4 FH i A 4
W, HATAELE IR A o 2 R e 7, Arfe
SRR E FORAS M PAT1 fE BRI F B 6 17,
BRiGEEAAR AL, A BT ORI E AT i R B R 1Y) PAT4
5 mTORC1 5 HAHIE, H PAT4 X 22 &1 (Ser) I
BRI (Gln) A ¥ B # iz mir ®, % mTORCI
1) RN A B R UG R T 4E S5 A B 1 (4E-
binding protein 1, 4E-BP1) Fif#51/E ok 5 —
T RN 2% S6 i (S6 kinase, S6K)PY, £k ki 4
iz 8 ORC1/2 (435l SLC25415. SLC25A42 Y
i) FE A TP L, HFRNEERS S5
IR E TR MY, thAh, BB EA
VGLUT1/2/3 fefg s It R g 4s & K Glu #i2
FHN P B, XA RS AR KA
RSN R 2 0, B RS IR R i is
At AR AR A SC DI Be R 1 2 5 40 i 9 A HE 3)
6 1) R v AR AR B A TR
2 [EBRESHIERSHLE

VERE S 7 FREE R AR 7 — N
Dhfiee X i A 28 FE R /K V- AR Ak R v A TR R 2 4 45 I

AR N IR FEAS % . KERT mTORCI
1 GON2 X IR TS MU IR FEIESE, mTORCI

A GCN2 7R R i A A Bud b R 2
ER . X FERRAE = I & B U 2 mTORCI i
B — N REREME, UYRERA LR, mTORCI 4
BB E A MM HANAN R B REER S,
mTORC1 I # {7 % %5 8 14 % 1H1 IF 4% Rheb 35,
TR AR AR ™. GON2 MR FILRIE = 5
5, BRI E AR AR NS =R RO
I A % BB O AR R e R 2R R K S AR
1k 5, mTORC1 F1 GCN2 % 42 3 5 15 5 1 B n 76
YERR R AR AR RS R ESCEER (B 1),
2.1 AATXmTORCIFGCN2{5E @ A E

AAT BRI AL B E LIRSS, X mTORCI
T GCN2 5 5@, MM 51 K R RS R - R 35
. A4 AE K AR . mTORCH 240 A4 KA1
RGOS, B AR T A RER.
R BODR A5 A 55 o 38 56 A5 5 SR R 45 40 B 11 A
T2, AU BRI P9 A E FR 5 RS 5 1R DG A
B 1 PV, FELIBFS E 40, L-Gln 7] ik ASCT2 #
EHENA,  [F AR 9 LAT1/4F2he () 4MER ) 2
5145 EAA [4HL, #0% mTORC1™. 4] LAT1
AMX AT LR mTORC 35, i 23 0d GCN2 Ji %,
M A TR MR 2R R e A2 & BR T A T4
55 I, LAT1/4F2hc i& BE 4% 5 ¥ B 7R AH G 5 i & B
4b (lysosomal-associated transmembrane protein 4b,
LAPTM4b) 455, EN TIFE AN I, Hiafi =
LW NIATEAA,  FH P T AMEOE mTORC1PY, X
PR 40 2 £, 7EAR RFEEE B 0] T LAT1
1EFEH] EAA SENIKF-H2 512 mTORC1 1 GCN2
FoEgEE P B 2 EENEM . (HEE
B, BRI 2 (1 45 2 B 0 L 30 4 R 43
AAT, 11 SLC38A9"", PAT1""*1, PAT4™ FI1 SNAT2™
S 0] DUR RIS B RIS 5 IR 2 2 OWE D Rg, B
TR RRIRY) T R Lq i, 80 L7 52 ok
BN R FE R KT, 257 mTORC1 %15 5 %
.

GCN2 {5 518 6 g SN RN LR I A 2, 18
IR AR T A A KT 5 S AAT Rk
R IR A B A O3 R SRR 45 T N RE R
A, R-IREEFHRA CENMRET . o, &
1R /2 % 7644 (amino acid response element, AARE) 7E
GCN2 Y75 AAT RiAMd B R IEEZEER . &%
ERIL Cat-1P7, SNAT2PY 2 SLC38A™ b &4
— ANEHAS AARE, FERE R A HHIF 1 AAT Kik
WAL« LA LR, GCN2 @it 5] #e H A%
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Amino acid ! Amino acid
supplement | starvation

b A Ly Extracellular
AAs®e Oy P S ee e |
LAT2/4F2hc I CMM;@ LAT1/4F2hc *[I ASCT2 i
) | i
‘ : i uncharged
[ ] (] |
°® o, © Cytoplasm O;L‘O tRNA
°e ® G g
o i
Arg 50 5O : ‘
-- 0
o (ieeoss
t’ “ \‘
Laid s, 0 S e
‘/ J \' J- \' ! SARIB
SARIB Gestriny  (CASTOR1L) (SAMTOR) (@AM (GASTORI _[ Gestrin)

\| GATOR2 Ij

4
FLCN

= ‘ j
9 /| o
2 AN 8 RagC/D = =
Yo 3 Regh/B TSC
Ee < S FNIPs ~
; : ® =
oy @ FLCN Rheb =
) ( &
e a—t D ——
SLC38A9 <

v-ATPase

RSLC38A9

Lysosome
Al’g o0

S ‘;':';TM‘“’ vATPase
A IEMR A AN, Leu. Arg. Met ThrE 355850 40 M FLAT1/4F2hc. LAT2/4F2he. CAT1/2. ASCT25 5 LM G K18
BENANAL, M AASERAZ AR Z B RE 5K, (EilfRagsiitE, #H5FmTORCLE N T VAR AR HH P RhebIiE, RKZIE. M
WEETFS 5P RIEEERE. ERMA L, FREAE/ELATI/AF2he, SLC38AVE G SLMRILIZ IR, BB (L i3k I o s 2L 1R
BN, A SRR B A T 7N R FEX mTORCHE S IE I I RTT Th Ak . %R FIZF T, GON2# R, MmTORC1AL
T USRS B EEMEFR T, GCON2ilt FiIHATF4%R X, 2 5iH#%mTORCHE 5 M4, GASTORI. SestrinsFISAR B4
R 2 % 5 GATOR245 4, BT GATORI M i #il il Ragsi& £, JoikHH SEmTORCLE A T VA BRI,  [FIHTRhebif ¥ 52 TSCHY
i, A At A X R 4% D 35 4 T 7 S B R AN A2 AT I R T

Bl SERESEZIHREASERRZRSEMNESEBHNXR

PEEL IR AT 20 (eukaryotic initiation factor 2a, elF2a)
WEIRAL, R IEEE K A 4 (activating transcription
factor 4, ATF4) 5 AARE 254, M i AAT Zwi
FE R ) e 7K P

L, AAT E NN SREERE 570 T RKIEHR
A2 5%, fEZHER /T mTORCI 1 GCN2
ERepiSis AN N /Y = U ey R
AT EARRIER . —J7TH, AAT [ 1) 5. 28 i 1 fir
RIE T HIZ DhRERI AT VL AN S 5 215 5 il
EHERER ; B9, AAT XE A GiriE it 2 bl
Ut LIRS 5l R I NS h T RE 2 A 5
Yo (HAH ATHE LR KR, A D HR 7 AAT
R FRAFIBAE G DR, PRI T U8 AT
BABRKMOTREE. BEPKE, fERZ AAT H
MR L R B Th R (Al #2515 51, MRLERefE

NZABEEREESHEIEEN, 2 REIE ST Z
RN, 25 ERE S H g K28 8 5l
s AL DA I A IR R A, XS SCHE n) @A A fip gk
— B E IR
22 RERESEEMTORCLUE M TREAHEE
TSR AR AT LAZE 20 B P 97 28 [T UScast 7,
FETBOK SR BEE AR 2> 051G ER V4R, [m]
W H AL AR 4, RIS 2 18 B8 4F 8 mTORCI 1)
FEBOEV G, ASGFER 2 E O
55, 2 518 mTORCI i i ', — b4 JL g,
4 Leu. Arg. Gln %5 %} mTORCI ¥ /E FHHL#IF 72
CHUE— 2 . B AR LR B AL E4E SR
IR IE IS MR AAT s N, &2—F
51 2% Bk [ N 3K 5l Rag GTPases 5 mTORCI ) & %
284y Raptor A7 EAF A1 1Y, {3725 (1) mTORC1 524E
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SRR I, [FB Rheb 454 T mTORC1 H{E i
FLWEER b DA 0 o Y, B EIE IR S
mTORC! i@ i B F Ak T Ui #E & (1 S6K.. 4E-BP1),
WA EAFRRE SR, BalR2u s
RS S mTORCL X — %2R IF, AR
5 T G e 3 s AN 52 4 A R A AL 1) 3 4% mTORC1 @
g 19 R0 S A 75 A2 4T P E— ) mTORC1 #4
WA Y, % B (AR T 40 4] 7 mTORC
Wi J87 S8 B PR A 5 a2 R HEAE H DA AN [R] 7K ST 28
B2 e 520 mTORCI JE A7 g W T & E
AR RS, M, mTORC W R RERE S
MR 2 IR A B %R, WAAZEAR
T DA K HARAS SR, TEIX — RAVHIEALEI S HE
T, U A 13 DR GE R R R B AR A i R S, fE B
AE FEF” RAEFFHURE F= LRSS, —HR
WK 51 K% 22 Rl , AL B AT L B R
AN FheiE 7 45

ER RS S L3 mTORC] & 7 T VA ik &
IR G R, 2MEARTFS5HS, 1)
PAEVER TR =2 - S REAR T EERE
ErAEER, B EENENEN FAERES,
4% mTORCI1 [)3& 1, BifE it GDP fEEs i S
N4 4% HF R 22 4 [Al 7 (guanine nucleotide exchange
factor, GEF) SMaAH G H A DhRe & 1,  HEmifL s
BERES s B REAFEEMMRAER TS5 H
o, LA 3 GTP /K f#1Y) GTP B i% 1L 2 19 (GTPase-
activating protein, GAP) & ' 5} 1&. GDP fif B 1 %
WA 2% 7 R fid 25 4111 771) (guanine nucleotide dissociation
inhibitor, GDI) J& %, {135 mTORCI B £ ul[n] 4=
G4 1 QB B 1 UE MR M A, 1T 52 A mTORC1
S 5 S8 =2 A MR SRR IE . ST T,
HAERNE IR ThRETE M, AEiEm R & L8R K
Pk 1 520 mTORCL v . BA = 5 oo by
M HAE, HFENFEIERE S TS mTORCI.
221 EiARET

Rheb /24 mTORC1 HZ EFER T2 —, *
HEN TR R AR, H GTP a0 mTORCI #2
BOEAE ", Rag GTPases (Rags) /&% mTORC1
ML 5K 7 T, H RagA/B 5 RagC/D
PR, RagA/B-GTP GEW% H %55 Raptor 45 & -1 %
mTORC! 7t %5 lig ¥4 £ & 72 £, RagC/D-GDP Jl] &
RagA/B-GTP B 45 G T il — Ak, b4, Rags
fEH “BiE” PLlkAR e HiEtE (RagA®™-RagC™™)
8 AR S M (RagA®™"-RagC?™) IR & 7Y, MAP4K3 2

— P B RS AR R R O B, 38 S B B
Serl70 k X A BRI A S EHEAERIEFEFH
mTORCI J#i% it fE U, 78 JFAC B 77 K BCE B L T2
B, ik MAP4K3 S3 Leu %55/ mTORCI
G5 IR kES, (AIFAETEAIEY, XK MAP4K3
A] fig #£ mTORC1 M % Leu F 4 58 4= 0% 193 72 vh
RIEIEFREEER T,

PLR IE %K T3 5 Rags A< DL Rags it
1 ORIEER . R 5 30, Ragulator 414
I3 RagA/B W B4R 2 7, B 1E N RagA/B 1)
GEF, #3725/ RagA/B-GTP i 1 JF 2 M 17 1 S8 42
SR A5 5 T U RIS -tRNA & g (LRS)
Z: 5 mTOR i #% I X RagD f7 GAP V& 1%, "B REWS
BB IR AN Leu 15 5 MM 3% mTORC1™, [i# &
BT 2 B, K SLC38A9 AN R 15
TSGR R A% 2 2 Fha LR, R B ] DUIE 4 7 A
&2 Arg /K°F, Z 5 Ragulator-Rags-mTORC1 & &
Wi N R R A5 5 KL AR V7T, Shen 25 VY K
I SLC38A9 7E Arg {5 5 (M ¥& N BE W 1E ¥ RagA
[\l GEF, & Ragulator — 275 Rags, {H 5 JEaiHt
FCAS [ ) /%, Ragulator %f RagC [ GEF 1F [} i %
KT RagA. v-ATPase {E NGB 12, 97K
AT AR R A 5 I W AR D g, 5 Ragulator HrfF 7]
Rags K& 155, MM IE T mTORC & 7,
[ i v-ATPase i 2 5 ¥ B A P9 & 28 BRIt 1 928
WEEh B, p62 (I SOSTMI PR 4w Y ) 1y — ¢
IR, ERIEMEE mTORC i F4 bk 15 & 5
EM. fER W, p62 Relg e VABE AR 5
Raptor 1 RagC 45 &, i 4% % 7 RagB®""-RagC®™"
T T RARE R, A2 HE mTORCI # 47 & % fg 74 2.
Z R IL, % I E DL MEKKS3 {56 14 1)
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