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Neuroimaging in acupuncture research: current status and perspectives
YIN Tao, TENG Yu-Ke, ZENG Fang™

(Key Laboratory of Sichuan Province for Acupuncture and Chronobiology, Acupuncture and Tuina School/Acupuncture
and Brain Science Research Center, Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chengdu 610075, China)

Abstract: Over the past 20 years, the field of neuroimaging in acupuncture has emerged as a distinctive interdiscipline.
In this work, the current status of neuroimaging in acupuncture research is reviewed from the following four
respects: the specificity of acupoints, the mechanism of acupuncture treating diseases, the influencing factors of
acupuncture effects, and the prediction of acupuncture efficacy based on neuroimaging data. And then, considering
the general background of the Comprehensive Health and the China Brain Project, some perspectives of the future

directions from the aspects of contents, methods, and data analysis are proposed, hoping to promote the

development of this field.
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