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Extracellular histone/circulating histone and its

pathophysiological effects and mechanisms

WANG Li-Jun', YU Wei-Ping'*, CHENG Zhen-Xing™*
(1 Department of Pathophysiology, School of Medicine, Southeast University, Nanjing 210009, China;
2 Department of Gastroenterology, the First Affiliated Hospital of Anhui Medical University, Hefei 230032, China)

Abstract: Histones are structural proteins of chromatin and also involved in regulating gene expression in living
eukaryotic cells. Once a large number of cell death occurs, histones are released outside the cells to become
extracellular histones or into the blood to become circulating histones, which act as damage-associated molecular
patterns (DAMPs). Extracellular histones/circulating histones bind and interrupt cell membrane, activate membrane
Toll-like receptors (TLRs) such as TLR2, TLR4 and TLRY, and enhance thrombin or platelet activation, which
cause cytotoxicity of the cells contacted, severe inflammatory reaction, and thrombosis, and eventually lead to
injury and dysfunction of multiple organs. This paper mainly reviews the recently reported pathophysiological roles
and mechanisms of extracellular histones/circulating histones in various diseases, as well as the possibility of being
used as a therapeutic target.
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PIVER . MRz MR 2O E B N e ik
WA OBk, BERRAG . TR ER AL SEAN A 2R
AT R, e % O 41 EE 5 DNA XUEE Y
SRAE, FHAGEE#t k175 DNA 454, 25
R FE R Y,

SR, H AR 8 — R R SRR IS 2 0 P o 1
HNHE A (extracellular histone) B3E N LK A AN
A (circulating histone), FJ1EJy—Fh5i £ 4H ¢
7152 (damage-associated molecular patterns, DAMPs),
WA FEPLE SR A Y. AN E A/ EIR
2H 2R A 520 5244 (pattern recognition receptors,
PRRs) 45 & BOG NS Sk, - FAMET M
S B W, (R R AR SR s SO A I R
g5, EREMARTERL ; ARSI £ 48 i hRkkag BT,
WEIUERE, MSMHED /IEH A E O R AIRREE M
A EH A MM, R Sk BRI X A (acute
ischemic stroke, AIS)™ . i 74 IR Ip5 75 Mifi 4 (coronavirus
disease 2019, COVID-19)", &tk FF #5145 "\ BT £F
defe U, SR U DL SR A Y
HERBESRRPAREZEN . A CE X TR
TE RN B/ A 2H B s 38 AR B AR 5 A O

BRI A LA 96T $ERR I W] REPE AT 2R0A
1 FRsMAEBARMMAEBR R

B ANENIESH A E A SRR, WATE
JUTAGIAS] B (B, 248 5 IR 3 Rl ™ e 4141
MORIAT, 2R BRI, T
HEPWRERSE N, AEAFE S U =M
AR B A A (B D). (1) 40 dRst. 48R
SO, 2 RN, Je i B AR, B AR R
FI7E A R A 73 BRI R A Ak o LBk, 3B I
4f ffL £5 T (pyroptosis). 2 J¥ ¥ K JE (necroptosis).
BRBET: (ferroptosis) 25 T 20 B2, (2) ki 41 i
Ji0 7 155 4l X (neutrophil extracellular traps, NETs) &
J& (NETosis)o  H b 248 4 28 B 550 I AR 0 )
AHRAZ PNy fi s A0 DT A ARCOR , RE TS — ol el
HE . DNA AR URE 2 1 38 [ 44) R 1 IR 42)
JRRI NETs, W] B 37540 A0 5 S0 i e 4 U1,
K FE K 2 R i Vi i 4 (peptidyl arginine deiminase 4,
PADA4) W] {if fil % A 2H 2 RS 2 R M P A 5 A2 D8 TV
g, SIEHEMEARL, Jetfkiikagm, HED
K NETs # % i 21 40 Mo 4h. T2 B2 {4 4H 85 [ H3

R4

iR R ARSI B (NET)

R 54 FH545 Bt RERI5

O : MSMAER/RIMAER

Bl \REsMATE B/ABRIREE B R AALHS
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(citrullinated histone H3, CitH3) #%iA A& NETosis f)
P&, X R T ORISR B S 53
HEREREAL A I AR T AR B0 (3) A TS . 2013 4,
Wickman 25 "% %% Bk 2 41 2K 11 ] 78 5 T 40 A I
FP T/ IMAAL SR B, FRAEAR A T2 )5 R i 2= A ok -

2 FSMAER/MRMEEBREEENN

21 FERERM

F PR A PR LA B GR E E  AE AT A, 2
P i NETs M K 98 i Je 2 U NETs 42 48 20
FE A MM E AR DNA 5] %, JRRARILAEAEH
e 9% PE W R 1 e B, MushA R A1/ DAMPs 5
PRRs 45 A BE W0 A P 38 B 0 48 11 /AR AE 5 08 2,
7 U AR TR IL-1B. TL-18 7= A R =,
thn, MushHE S Az R 1T TLR4 454 vl {2
HEIL-1B e 5% Bl M R 45 B 5 R b 45 35
(nucleotide binding oligomerzation domain, NOD) ##
4K (NOD like receptor, NLR), H&¥#i% NLRP3-Asc
T2 HE 12 ¥ 18 B H (Asc type amino acid transporter,
ASC)- It 2 B8 X 4 & R 55 /K fii# 5 1 (cysteinyl
aspartate specific proteinase 1, caspase-1) i 15, i€ #
IL-1B AT IL-18 4394 ', B #h4H 2% (4 H4 5 TLR2/4 &5
HICRE TS T M A B 40 5 B A R i A 2R R
(tissue factor, TF), ¥4 7% # # 3¢ A -F -«B (nuclear
factor kappa-B, NF-xB) fll %% 3% [A 1 AP-1 / 3 115
SIE B, (e A R P, 2021 4, Hsieh 25
fIE M ANH E E HA BEBG 0 ok 2 i s E i S
GBS AL, R B T R R I )
1 (myeloperoxidase, MPO) Fll IL-8, {i&idk 2 NE M,
BT 2 W RS MM, R ATE R EERR . X
Lot R, MuAbE T HA BG RN R
,f/E};H [1,22]o

AMBTENLAR BT A ok 52 vh R 4% 5 S S S D e
TEACPIAMEAL B A P S5 Ak, a3 LRG0,
MG EEZH HE . DNA R0 MsbE R / a3
M (H3. H4 ) EaMAE Y, 54ME
C4 AH EAE H 2 Jead Sk il wMA 5 A, 31X A 38 Sl
g I B . R, TEAE A AMATE A8 1 58
iR, BEANL R /R A A TR AR A P
2.2 BIMPEES ML

Ak 20 8 /R PR A ER 1 e]dE a2 R R AR B
B RS, (Rt AT, £ ZAEAE LT AL
(1) ISR 1 H3. H4 ( E 22 H4) 540 TLRs
U TLR2, TLR4 I TLRY 454, ol Nil#1) NF-«B.

AP-1. p38. ZE (4 ¥ ¥ B (protein kinase B, PKB),
ek TF ik, i/ MadEtl, (i i i F pl
RIS TG B 2242 (2) L EE (1R NETs iy s 24
gy, BN B A ARORE TR0 B P I A9 Rl T (von
Willebrand factor, vVWF), % 5 &K i *Y. (3) i
SMAE A/ JEFH B E DR R RO T U EH TR
HC- M EA RS, MHED CHEN, (2
BEMBER, G RREM T RE 2R AL *7. (4) NETs 415
F( EE & HA) 3 4 R o 0 f° 1l g 1 22 =0 FR
(phosphatidylserine, PS) ##l % 2= &AM, i i3 4 L |
FFMAEK ™. (5) MmKEEARAEN (= 80 pg/
mL) 54 AL, [REFAEREABE, KA
2 2 % Bl )5 B0 W) (tissue-type plasminogen
activator, tPA) 5 R I i Y 21955 I J5U05 W (urokinase-
type plasminogen activator, uPA) 5 5 [ £ 4 & 4 [%
FRVEFT U2, S —Jr T, — o VO R AR R B AR EA 4
H E AT VIR 1840 85 1 B (factor seven activating
protease, FSAP), i 5455 JR ¥ 1Y 21 75 Wiy J5 S0 77
(single chain uPA, scuPA) ¥4k, A uPA M5 S 41 4
EEREM, FEES THM. Fi, BHRAEAR
LT VRN AT REEL e T scuPA 5 uPA 2 [a] fr~F-47 P,

MARTE RS RAEA NWAERC R . AR TR AT TR
FIERN, RSN EAE LY. RS
SRREREAL /N R AT W F0 R I, 3 A8 T L4
RE VS 3 1 PR 4 SR SR JFBEIC NTEs, NTEs fiT4: (1)
Mu4hH B E Ha 3204 3 e UL4E B AR P 1 2T
TSI AL, X — I R A2 Bl K B 1 4 ¢
i ) EAE I P
23 ZI|EINEEIER

A T R LA R A L 1K F O 0~2.1
pg/mL, T R ERGE B JE A AL A ] ik 66.9
pg/mL, J&EE 2R BRGNS Y. R
FLI b R AN T B NETs,  CitH3 Al sl 38 0 41 g
P SRR F, 3 — 2 {2k NETosis, &
W FERGE R, BIE A R SR, G0 K28
MoEZEYE, BB EEIIMURE, FEUEE 24
B U, EHAE NS TLRs 454, iS4
Jitl Ca® VL. 3% 1 % (reactive oxygen species, ROS)
AR M caspase-3 WAL, S EUA MAMET ML s BUE N
KRS e an i, MR 1. B 1 DL &
NO &R SR ;. 11 Sestrin2 (SESN2) ik, )
il PKB G4k, M3 N A H R ;o Ah, 5
SR EREM A E A (= 50 pg/mL) fELL p53-Bax
Wy S A R A T Y B IESE, 1E
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WA H3 HkEAE B B EG . 228 E 2
MBETAHIE,  RIAE TP RER A 7™ B 1 DS B 4R
b B IR AL (1 H3 S NOD2 %y Veset 4uflsik
B A 45K 9 4 (V-set and immunoglobulin domain-
containing protein 4, VSIG4) 52 & J# 3% NLRP3 # it
{5 caspase-1, {4 % & D (gasdermin D, GSDMD)
EEX M TIR], FEARETIFRRAEDSE
ML, TEECEIEIEI, 18 B2 i 4 i 25 1
H, N SHEE g 2 e g B,
24 HEEREERPIRGEE
2.4.1 TR

WA B/ R PR A B 1 e I N I N B S
oG S5 40 A5 4% . 2020 4, Deng 25 ™ R I AIS &
ML s & CitH3, R W] NETosis 7 835 & Bk
AR OCEEE A o B IO A BN A s 1
M AR s L0 AR, 5 3 7 i S S5 IR R o A oRE
TR 5| R 2 BV IR A NETs 5 2H 25 [ Bl R
T B AN BT e RS, BRI — P R A E v,
A0 A% R L0 i e BT SR AR DA R BRI JiE . 24 40%
AIS B B Ty, MBS 2 (R 3E NETs 42l
TR LR R, N EE ATIS BB i 4L 445 7,
(Rl AIS ™ FEJ% 15 1f CitH3 /K-F w26 e
X 55 8 K A B ik A4 2 (transient middle cerebral artery
occlusion, tMCAO) /R I HF 5L R B, MushHE A ]
IR FEARER, TE ALS PRV 5 48 M IS T R
HROCEEIE FH o SRR P R g B, B 0 A
EIEE M, o N bR R AR A DI RE s ATEOE IR
LA, B AR gl R T s R BT
A HpRE AL 2R (AT Ik tIMCAO /R £ 177,
242 Jilgm

U4 B B/ G A B 1 5 i A B R A
Ko 2021 4F, Shaw %% P! i COVID-19 & P
AR R EESAAES, HE544EEAEM C K
[ 4 1 (C-reactive protein, CRP) &5 S 1 85 (1 38
BEMK, RUHHHELFESF COVID-19 HHED
PERAJORE IV (B B I8 v il TL-6 FET8, 38
T I I A s DA T AR 33 I, 0005 I A T SR
BFHIET M, FEIRLER 1 32 R IR LA i S s
MR NETS™ . IGPRWF 7RI, ™ E 2R s s
AETeERI7 2 2 (severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus
2, SARS-CoV-2) Al MV 55K R Fe AL 2 (angiotensin-
converting enzyme 2, ACE2) 19 2 & | BL#% 5] &+
PERL 2 B R NETs 5 [RJIF, 8835 i v w0 it 500
T B A MR it 2 BE T NETs. NETs Je Hi4H 43 1]

5l b R A B AN P R A B T, 7 B A I D e s
AV N R A PRI TF, (R HE 4R 4 B TR A AL
Tk, IR . Rk, NETosis b4 CitH3
AIEN VAL COVID-19 fifis ™ EAL R R br 1
243

N IR S R B, WA 2H 2 ]
p38. c-Jun & Ft K ¥t I B (c-Jun N-terminal kinase,
JNK) A4 g A0 15 2 1808 (extracellular regulated
protein kinases, ERK) i1k, 530 Fhdf i X 18
TR T 542 BT B2 B s 2453 FET U 44 L 8 S 4
HE A, mIE# %% E H B (high mobility group
box-1, HMGBI1) 2 DAMPs /3 ¥ 5 TLR4. TLR9 %;
G WIS R AR, BESOK & NETs, M
TN 208 S 2, e S5 4%, T4 = 4 PAD4 1)
i) 71 F1 i A 4% BB A% B2 B 1 (deoxyribonuclease |
DNase [ ) AEFHITIX —IEBHLE] 2 sk, i)
S R B 07 00 S B A B B IR A A O s KR
' #% f8 J5 Bk I - B VE 45 5 (ischemia-reperfusion
injury, IRT) 5B BOB I I e A R A v 5 R
HAEIEE 1) TLR4 4546, SRR, A
g1 2 E 28 9 S R, WS caspase-1 5 S I 4H
0P 2020 4, ARSLEGEMBIAERY, MAMLE
H A4 TLR4-#EFE 1k 25 H 88 (myeloid differentiation
factor 88, MyD88) i i il ¥ X it 4F 4 3 1K, AT
FSAT 4L 1Y,
244 'BPEIH

B VE 20 B /N IR (acute tubular necrosis,
ATN) AJ Gk s R0 B % A A NETs T, BB
A AR A A AN AN 23 B N A A A AN TR BT R
i, AT SFHGERE R E . AR B gk
HEEFE@ESE /NS E R Er TLR2 5
TLR4 Ji% MyD88. NF-kB L J 22 %4 F % 1h 5 (%
(mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK) i, 5|&
PO AT B 4540 (acute kidney injury, AKT)"™>*,
B IRLE W TERHEAE, & AKL B EZ RIS
—, ¥ NETs [(fEM ™. B IR R 5 AN E
I A ¥ A7 AR R & CitH3,  E 0 B A 451 405 2 B 52 1 001
s tE,  ON R U R MR sE P CitH3 B 4
Bk E, AL AT 2 1
2.45 BRI

HE SRR % (acute pancreatitis, AP) Ff 23 &
AR E S AR K. B, IRBE,
WA 55 Wk, BEUR R R F 5 NETs ; Mg b
HEE AN FREAN S E S S 5 RBOEHE T
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3 (signal transducer and activator of transcription 3,
STAT3) T BR AL AR 2 1 g% 16, NETs mJ 3l Soh
K4l ZRE ROS Al Mac-1, 5|5 2 o MR 41 il 55
4, INEBERBIG Y. 2017 4, Szatmary & B
R, MREEAE N R IR I A4 2 1 . 2 5 IR
RIS, 1008 2 I A 2E B IR P RO
Yo MIAMHE BRI ROREA SN TR, BRI
SHMIE, 5IE R IR IR SE, INE G . X 236 i
AP B FH IR RBT TS5 RERH], A HEAKTS
AP BFE G M E AR U OC, ARy 5 R
B RS B SR ISR T B R AR

B, MISNMAE A /EH A E A e AR A
Pegm A b, N —Fh DAMPs B 45 5 G0 %
R, fERbe S AT, 73248 5 HnA6e
BECRT, XS AA A & A A 2340 i AR e v IR
ROPER . ARG AT A AR TR T,
R4 % AL 2 i NETs, CitH3 7] ¥ P9 5z 40 B
B VWE 25 12 O — 0175 NETosis, &AL
AVEOEI T N E AL s, Bk, fibdls
B/ RPN A ORI IR A B g AR AR
YN B e KL A O . NETs B il i
T B CitH3 2 A ER I i B I 45 4 9 15 5 b
ZMAET: ™, IR SRR R 3R JORE ST

LASR 1= AR o 51

000 0000

IL-1B IL-6 IL-18

\}/\
SEEREF AR

MAEEE T/ MMAEIRTE

AP Rz 2B o 51

_________

B ARG AR O B A, R TR
HATORYE M, CitH3 [ '8 453 0 2808 5 1 a4
M M SR, MAMEAE /R FR LR AR PR
FIBAS R A RN, ] i A LA GRS LA, 20
TECRP. SIS A& Arh A A R
TEA R AR, BL S C4 AT A ] 4
F A

3 MSMARB/MRMEERREEENEEX
AL

HArN A, MAMAEA /AR EA E il
LR =L/ S A0 (B 2). (1) ZHAE
i B2 A 2H R /AR ER 4L R 1 4 D DAMPs
YN R TLRs 254, G e 4n i ( H ek
S f A0 R 2 A ) RO R AR, R AU A E
AH e 2 T B AR 9E K7 10 MyD88. NF-«xB. IL-1p Al
IL-18 54 A S5 B ; i1 NOD2/VSIG4 32 4K s
NLRP3 #5E/NMEERES, TERARER T XE, [FNE
& caspase-1, 5 RKAMMIAIEERAIAET:, SIREAN
F R E AL S E R . (2) BT fEA B
PEER A B O MR L 2R ) 3 40 2800 UR T 5 L Y
AR EAE R, anas 1E e IR B B S5
P AR FR) IS P 2 4 R 1 4 B e 4 ik, 7 2 TR A
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] <&
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HAFH = SN AR S H R 05, s 4lE
A R i i 1) R AT FH B AR SR TE R B,
A B 3 I 2 it R o 7R ) A I 42 R
THiG, WmAERASROMEIER, BIRARRE,
SHEBEMEIET. Q) g ER Bk
BRAE AT AP I 2 A8 00 % 06 PR 4H 5 1 A 20 i 75 1R AR
A, HATERESEA R AAET . AN E AT
A B BEOUZ I 5T N T LR G A, e s
HEBE PS 5 S Z MU A3 4 Ca™ iR, T30l
MEAET. Bt AL E 1 R i ek L B PN R
WAL, BN MR BERESE A, SBURR 5 AT
Ineh PRI R EIE M, 3 E Ca” IR, JETRT T3
P A PR R A L R R TSR AR, A
S ERE SN o

4 HEIEMAEB/MEIMEEBRIGTT R

MIANH R B/ PEFR A R A 2 M RO AL
HEVE R 1R T 4T AH OSSR K A T ] . A
HE A E B AT R W MR AE . Hr e
BB YL S P T R R (1) R A DA Rk e AN AR
YikREY), W RAE N IX LR )R AR . B ETE
BH IR ST RIS A« (1) 8 2595k FH 1 4 41 2R
A/ EAHE AT AL W NETs TR HI 7 5 (2) fi
Myifkrh st A Em e/ IEAAE S, 0 ER S
HAR RN+ (3) EH 25 e gk fu s 2H 1 / (A
P

2T, WEFC R £ 1) NETs & 540 1] 571 & PAD
fH 7], Hrp Cl-amidine &% 1IE SZ7E SR 14 fi #5145 «
I O IUEEFE S 453497 FH R AR TR s /)N B
A55 40 F i 41001 14 R 20 ) NETosis M & P OR 37 1E
Hl. 2, PAD #4177 YW3-56 F1 YW4-03 #iiE
B AT Rk 4% IRI 45455 B 9* . DNase [ J2HEEHEGL(n,
Jo 4 fi 9D B 5 2 NETs #7710, 75 i IRI AH < 1)
it 5349 0 R i Mok I A B R AT R4 AR R T &
% (chloroquine, CQ) 1% & ™ (hydroxychloroquine,
HCQ) & & I B M 77, &I CQ Ay 4] Jk
iR 98 423 NETs Jo . CQ AMXBEHM I NETosis, &
R g/ i PR A PR B A, BRI b e L 4 S AL S
NETs & i [a1, 9a /b ifiL 3% 37 25 DNA Al CitH3,
BN R R RR R B Y B CQ,
HCQ "] &3 R R M 2L BE R JE (systemic lupus eryth-
ematosus, SLE) F3% B¢ A1 B B2 Bk EBRERS,
PR 40 Y 5 1 /N AROFH AR B 22 {2 i3 NETosis, &
BN R A AR AT s B s B 24 A i TR IR e T

(phosphodiesterase I11 , PDE3) #1fIl| 71| 7t 1514 (cilostazol,
Ciz) 1] & 2 [HWT NETs JE B H: By 1k i 850 /)N B4
15 B, BeAh, PBZE -1 (endothelin-1, ET-1) RS
S KF -1a (hypoxia-inducible factor-1a, HIF-1a) & & &
)¢ DNA 451455 s VAT %A 1 (regulated in development
and DNA damage responses 1, REDD1) 3Xz)) NETs
B EE A, ET-1 2 4R35 Uil A4 15 (bosentan)
FIHIF-1o #1177 L- FLIA MLER (L-ascorbic acid) tH A
BH1E NETs JERE B2,

SEIGEE IR, i P A PUiAR R AE AT
(RN DR R e = B 7 A E s s = B RS = v A 71
HEE A BWA-3 XT AIS /N RAAL B A RIEH,
BE 4/ i LS U AEIX BT CitH3 B B4 4
4Cit RE# 1] PAD2 #1 PAD4 fi 4k 4 B 1 CitH3 |- 19
A TR TR s, o3 e 35 0E /0N BRI 201 i 452 4
(acute lung injury, ALI), {85 9$0E [ N, & ik 5
/N AT P2 AU AL R Y AR A 5286 K
B, JEPiEE AT & (non-anticoagulant heparin, NAHP)
ReidI e S ppis. BRmigRES S, B
OGP AL ER BRI RN, 5 35 M 4 i R BohE /) B
17 2R SN ) P 27 Ak B st g 1

W H C (activated protein C, APC) RJi#E L]
S AN e = YN fi el 0 e R s = W B A e g = 5
AR LA M s, Jel/b Ik BRIE /N BRBE T Z. £E AIS
AN A, APC tEARURTER B,

5 RE

Mo e/ E I R R ERRE . HT v
TR Y5 22 P JE B AR AR A, R A i
BTG EAR R LS R RR, WA RSN E S /
TEIN R R IRTTHE R

DLMREERE NG, IR S2 B4 5| & AR P 98 9 IO
SR EUE R A A 2 A E DR . i T
RIATTHRRAE, 878 2 1% R 7 FH AR IR ERE kR B
BEEMEIA . PRI, MANHE S /I
HE AR MEIE B H 23 T IR RS SN R,
AR VA ERRE P E AR P G B FR bR, BTN
B P00 7 e B AR v ) B AR AR, X
AMEEE I / JFIRALER B BT VR AR R R EERE I PR
IR HEl, ZDFFUER , PAD #7if5f) Cl-amidine,
H A6 CQ. i AP, APC E24W fE
B R RE /DN BRAE IS . G0 BRI e SRRl A 5
BCRFAL RIMPK N, K 9 R E 8 Va7 1 R

YE 7
}l% H o
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PEE NN, RR M 7 B ORVE M5 A4 - 40
JEH AL, IEMRAMAE R /A E A 5
Py LA 2 73 BOR AL A P 1R] RS B HURNE 5
WA FRBR S REMR AN R / TR E
H 2 (B LM B2 57 5 s R sh L a1 /
TP LE 2R 2 15 5 1A I A e 4 i i At 218 78 4 i
WP LR SO AR 0% 5 BB R B / A
BN T 40, B 4% G 2 4 R 1 A LA K 4
AMA R G T HLE 5 AL R B/ A
HEFR 75 TLRs 4515, 2 mid 5 HAR 0 i i R 1
SEARES & T RS RN 55
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