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Research progress on the composition and function of plant centromeres

XU Mei-Ling, SUN Jian-Ying*, LI Zong-Yun*
( School of Life Sciences, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: The centromere consisting of DNA and protein is an essential functional chromosome domain that
participates in kinetochore formation and mediates faithful chromatids pairing and separation during mitosis and
meiosis. Universally, the centromere DNA of eukaryotes is enriched with repetitive sequences that evolve rapidly
and have few similarities among species. Therefore, the assembly of centromere DNA becomes one of the most
difficult tasks in genome-wide sequencing. Plant centromere-specific histone H3 variant (CENH3) can define active
centromere, which is used as an epigenetic marker to establish and maintain the function of centromere. As
chromatin immunoprecipitation and sequencing technology develop rapidly with the analysis methods of molecular
biology, cytogenetics and bioinformatics, we can further analyze and locate centromere sequences and investigate
its function and evolution. This review will focus on the research progress of the composition, function, epigenetic
phenomenon, and sequencing method of plant centromeres.
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E—-AWZEEARMARSG W, KA
(kinetochore), ZNRLANZ 5 97 HE 22 53 B 1EH2,  BhkL
WZEELRZOX R aREmEa Y, Huns
RIAELE AT RE ERBCE Y, Ok LRt S
B R AEAR TR F R Bk N Th e ee ki B9,

A & L2 R AE P [A] R /N R 3 A AN [R], AT B
KN 3 PPRAL . Rk, XIBE 2R, %
R BN, 2EFEERERE A 5 LR /N A 125 bp.
MAE =S AEYI R, A& R 2R 8 2 B0 X3 220,
K/NEHIER] kb & MY, —IEW T, mEEY
— kG AR BN R, IRYEAE L2 hiAE G
Ak F AL B ARG FH 5 ()55 220 (metacentric)
1T HR [A)# 22 %7 (submetacentric) Ui 224 (telocentric).
LI 76 22 K0 (acrocentric).

YR FAR AR AT A 2.7 R B B o 2R
g AL P o r) s — AR 36 B B A R X, 2
FIACHAER - — R HIR G (0 SR K R & A
NE s RZHIRNAR, 1ERYTEERE S AL
s, AT DAME AR S ) e e Y B R RE AR
Rk ita e, dEREREMNAERKSEE, —
B e R XK Aoy 0Kk, AT R 3 S04 i o
(GNP AR B A3 s G

2 EMELREARER

) A 22 R 1 2 A 20 Bl F B AU 45 45 22 K DNA
¥ BRI 2R A
2.1 FHZRKDNARFS
2.1.1 E2RHFRET TS

& v2 ki B BCE & [P 1) (tandem repeat, TR) 7 &
B2 TR TEFH M, &% 2R DNA 3
By, HOBRAEA . SHIPER. #RAETY)
2 — RHNRAF I FE AT P kL U B TR B
KB4y TR BEE 7 HIEA F W Fh 2 8 AH AL AR A,
B E AL AR A AR 2 S ok 1,

PRFHESRITIHKE AT 150 bp~200 bp
ZIa), 23— /MK DNA KR, I H A T 5
T AT. PIWEEIT 5 b i) TR EE 741 pALL
KR 178 bp 1, FK i CentC 4 156 bp 1'%, /K Fe
f] CentO Jy 155 bp ", (HAE K& rh B EFH| K
A 92 bp!'™, T A E K B IL # 1 kb5 kb
B A e R — A Fh e, T2 DNA Al KEHR S
AP peAh, B LAY ok T2 DNA
KAMBBERIERE, FAWFER (R 1.

2.1.2 BRI E SR AT
ez R bRy I R % 3 )RR - (centromeric
retrotransposon, CR) & HH RNA 41 3 [l oy, &
sk & RNA J5, BL mRNA AR, 1E &
SEBEEAE F R 00 4% 5 i % #% UL DNA 7 51 HUAG 7055 22
R R E G Py 2, XM R 77 48 0 A vl g
TER T — MBS E ) DNA # %, 4 %)T CENH3
NN

5HEARFEEEFIIEN, R
WY kb &850, WS . fEmSEET,
F YRR e ) R SR i T I A1) 3 B K AR i K R
(LTR) W) Ty3/gypsy A Tyl/copia KR, e ATH AL
SRR ER TS pol FFMAEHE. P gag 55
gERe (B DR R 1 DX A 4 B AR 5 ) S TR
AR, Ty3/gypsy F0k i R 1o A A3 22 RE X
5, 1M Tyl/copia FKEMA LA 5 ki ks 5%, 78
AP AR EHAT A B KB 2R
Fesk¥e e T IR T Do3/gypsy KM, MAE/NE. BIT
Fk 5 25 22 ki vh B Tyl/copia TS I % 5 %
F_‘:I-_/‘:?‘ [39—40]c

x1 ERERIENMNELNTE

DNAFFIEE B TA N
byig PEDNARAIEE  ZHHR
FICKE (bp)
Arabidopsis arenosa 166~179 [21]
Arabidopsis thaliana 178 [15]
Aegilops speltoides 250 [22]
Arabidopsis gemmifera 180 [23]
Arachis batizocoi 297 [24]
Astragalus sinicus 20 [25]
Beta corolliflora 162 [26]
Brachypodium distachyon 156 [27]
Brassica rapa 176 [17]
Brassica napus 176 [28]
Brassica oleracea 171 [29]
Brassica campestris 175 [29]
Coix aquatica 153 [30]
Coix lacryma-jobi 153 [30]
Medicago truncatula 166 [31]
Oryza sativa 155 [17]
Oryza brachyantha 154 [32]
Saccharum officinarum 140 [33]
Solanum tuberosum 979~5 400 [19]
Triticum aestivum 570 [34]
Zea mays 156 [16]
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R AEARAFHE Y H R L) CR SR (FEAR
JEH P51 CCS1 Ml 3 & i 7741 pSau3A9), 72
CAIR R sT R et 2 — Y, TTRAET RS
KEVNE LR . SIRANTFFRRI, X754
J&T Ty3/gypsy L [0 G 36 e, EATTI T 5
PR A 80%, /K RE# 24k i) CRR. &
K i) CRM. H R CRS. KZF ) Cereba. EFH
Bilby. B/ —hki/NE K CRW &5, £ 2 5% 7 H i
CLRI 3R AR LB I B G R T
2.1.3 IjRERR

HT &R XSG RBEMEL TS, HAE
FH3 25 9 A7 40 &R i R A LR AR AB 1 1T TR A
St i, DR AE AL B B B, B
22 0 X 38 A7 AE 3 43K #5 UL DNA 7 51 DL S FE A,
oA D B R B e i i B i, TR SR E
Rt ™, D2 0 w3 B BTt 4 50 8
Stk B OKEE 8 B Yutnfh B R fokn X AR
20 E M TE IR RIAEAE, AR 1

Tyl/copia:

o

PAK TSP, R il TEA 2 R
FEVERIAb, BT g H 2% Hofh B A 2R B
22 EYELNEHR

K% 7N A S8 R B A A 0 e 0 AR T R A 5 1
fi7, B DNA 418 A (H2A. H2B. H3. H4) 41
WA L2 R0 R 1 AE 40 7y R A7 AE IS TR) K R, W]
DK B AT 43 I 2R (1 SRR R AR 15T B R 2R
HR— A T ah i A 2SN, Gtk s
I FAR S, 4 B A Ja (R AA 5 TR At R B i —
A TWIE, 1HE 5% 25 DNA 454 %7,

FEREYAE o bR F R Ferh, H TR 3 CENH3
HARGE LN EATARE N RNED (K 2).
CENH3 j& 4 1 1 H3 194 f&, w] LL5 H4, H2A,
H2B #H it CENH3 # /M, 2% /Mg TT DL fil ok 4 22
Hi&E G 2% (constitutive centromere associated network,
CCAN) 14 %, CCAN ZafiE Gk — NI E
Gk, BESEBELRES, FHER—ANTEEHK
KMN (KNL1. Mis12 1 Ndc80 E &1k ) ML, H54i

Pol | 3 s

5’

Gagl—i PR [ INT| RT | RNaseH

Tv3/gypsy:

5° }—Gag_‘

Pol I 3’

Gag|—| PR | RT [ RNascH | INT

e LTR: KARMERFA); Gag: s AR PR: HEAM: INT: 48, RT: SR
Bl Tyl/copia5Ty3/gypsy R 4% F it BEF R GEH R = B

R2 AOEMNELRREREET

Yt S S T SR
A.thaliana Athila [42]
Beta vulgaris pBv26 [43]
Beta procumbens pBpl10 [26, 43]
Gossypium hirsutum CRG [44]
Hordeum vulgares Cereba [45]
O.sativa CRR [46]
Secale cereale Bilby [47]
Sorghum bicolor pSau3A9 [48]
S.officinamm CRS [35]
Zingeria biebersteiniana Zb4T7A [49]
Z.mays CRM [50]

MR EE 4 BV, ENETERS 4k X I8 F, CENH3
/K5 H3 /MA@ R FHEAT, {5 H3 B /Mk
WEREEZ Y, WNEiK FLE, CENH3 fl H3 &1
[ C i &5 & A R 5F 0 21 & A $7 B 3, (HFD), HFD
[X 12 f0, 5 35 22 %0 € 745 B CATD, CENH3 ({47 57
PSR B T8 e BRI B e AR 7 I N A o B

i T CENH3 #% /& DNA [ 45 /) 58 52 k4, BT ARG
H3 B % 5 S 55 ki X 38, CENH3 & AN T4
R INREIAT 2 A T 10, AT CENH3 28 [l fE
NiEVEE ok Arid. B AT CENH3 £ EEF 3 4
J7 T R B (1) %5 % 22k DNA R4 5 (2)
e hAeE LRI RR AN s G) N Fop A — %
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DRI 4L P 904 Bk SR R A5 B 4
3 EXKIDNAWEIRES#HML

HAZ WA 2 R D) RE 3 R 5F, {H DNA 7
FUBHEPGE, F R R R R v BT B 2k
DNA J7 41 0] LAk [ WA AE Y3 22 R R Thig Fl
BEAEALI PR LR R P X T MR L S EA A
Prkp P R A LR, FE B UUR LR
Yo B — B U A2 ek AR 2 IR BN B U (meiotic drive
hypothesis), 1EAXTFRMEEIRE > R, & 22 k)7
I 2 B AEIE TR T, 2 TS EE 7
FIHEATY 1S, #ETT DNA o Pk i, &g
ATERG S, A SRR S A
FE AR (library hypothesis), 5 2280 H B A K5 AF
W ZAFAFEENEL T, ERBEEHT S
HE ST HN =R, A5 s A% AR FOAS 35 i 2
LI LR B R A © e B =R BA N E
#2 ki DNA F7 51 (338 Ak R0 2 R 55 35 2200 i 52 31 6 1)
BB DA 1 S DURMER A N 4k 5 5 P 3]
BHESEZRITMESIA R, M EE R
FAR IR P,

BT UL L 4 B BEAE, SAME BRI — L)
it (1) 36 2200 [X 35, T 5 DNA 1 e s 3% 5 1 1R 7 91
AR, Flin Tk 7 &, HEm—E s TEF
HITTRE G R TRTAE TR, EATES LR X 3 2 I
RN ERE PT ghAh, TEREE ST L KR, 5
B U e [ oy B A ep B2 KARE % 22k DNA
J7 5\ Fsi B DNA JF 51 B A A, A L 22
R DNA J7 31 ] fig k5 s b 55 5 Fp 41 U,

4 FBLHNHFWERIRR

FERAEAFOLT, — Rk BT e £ P e
ZAELRL, H IR &R T RA A Ihhe
2o, Ml 2R 2 JeE I R e i 1
WA LKL RENS FE G AT AL sl B, JRAE 73 2R
T e HAA IEW MIhRE, KR mEEMNE
L2 BATANSZ DNA F7 51 e IR &4 Ao

e HFD

CATD
N4| aN al|ll a2/ L2|a3 }*C

Tail domain —F Histone fold(Core) domain—

El2 &£ 14E E A H3E B (CENH3) R ZE A4 AE"

T AL % A DNA FIIEAL ., JiE PR B e Al
HE BN . DNA HIL RS 5 E R
IR YRR, HE DR B 02 8 AN 3 A o AR R T A
AL 1k 1) BB SR AR, AL B R TR R
FITEAH OGHEVE FH R A 34k OBk BEIR L.
ZEMN. BERASBMmNIERE. 55 2k DNA
(IR J7 1, 4R I+ A K35 22k CENH3
Jett TR DR AR B4k, T R 2R X I s
I 7 fE R R NUE B detafhdr, fKHIE{LH
22 % DNA I Re1E %, 114 22 %0 DNA & &40 &
HE i Iam T dUE BT T 2R S R AN
hEE U NE S, FERAEEMAEAN Kig P,
7] 1) 20 2 B A e 8 Y e Ge th it A AR BIR A .
B, 418 [ H3 1F Lysd A7 &) 4L (H3K4me)
PO FURS AR E, R LUER Rk, Mgl
[ H3 7 Lys9 7 25 f) H3K9me2 (4 [ H3 55 9
AR R — W LAk ) F1 H3K9me3 (A& H3 45 9
R 2 IR = F AL ) IX P RS A2 S e B RS 1
Frad, ) DR s VO, S 40 R B BT I 52,
AN B B35 42 i = CENH3 A e 105 (1 41 5 B
&4 ( H3K9ac. H3Kl4ac. H3K4me2. H3K36me2)
UL R b H3(PH3S10) 184414 s MR, ANidik
1 X 3 22 R0 & o S G 6 0T R DG R 3R WLt 4% bR i
(H3K9me2/3 Al H3K27me2/3) #1 DNA Fi3E4p 7, gt
Ab, TGRS IR H AN R I R R A (1 A
LR KA, B2 S HE R TGS I E R

5 BHLRRER

£ LRI TN 2R 2 filid “ 2
RLERSE I AR Fe PTGt il 42
TPk AT OREEERE. B s
NI 2 FAZ R BIRIT T, R DA 220 X 48 DA 41
J R SR A 5 SR R A R R 4L Beth iR
AT F 5D . BT RY], R R
[y 3 TR A 2 R S R PE RN T BRI G B e .

Z A LR RNA JZ i RNA Pol TI 7 ™ 4% 4% ]
DNV EPS T IDY S R st e TR R Sl SN S
N TR FAR R, A A8 koK 4
AE S IEMME LRI RE A, RRPIR - RBAE
TR 4 ) L DR TRV A 2R Y T DL —
IRV, ABAE LR T SRR A IR, s R
AR AL A2 5 5 TR KA 22 R e AN A o

F Lo R e/ R TR DNA s s ™.
AR, A 2RAZ AN 35 [ X3, A 2 2
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[5G 2 hr 5 KA S SRR AP . TP RIWER
TR A Lo R L ST CENH3 fZH 55 DL K 5 22
LB T R R A AN AT 2 1y B, A Sy o T
A SE YL TSR SRR 1 55 20 G i A BE (11
F, B3 % 2260 RNA AT B8 2 242 3E 3 R A S 45 14
ST R BIVE ] e T8 doRiA% O I R S e
JR [ #E 3 RNAT I8 48 FURR 5 14 1) 41 2R (184 vl R
P EVEF, R 3k AH Gk et B ) 6 5 . CENH3 (1)
B aE LR ™ W TORIOE AR, H Lk
SN IR BT AT REAFAE T3 2200 (1) [ 6 S B 1 T
e B, R, X EE T A & ki, 5
BRI R 5 RN I Fon g A A
HE. B Z o PEFFINHE LR EERHRA o
TR B G ek Je R TAER B, RNA
pol II 7545 22 4y 3k 7% v 58 467 T b % B 1 v P A7
2 R 25y J3 e i 3 5 IR IR BB bE S Y

ZE LRTIR, AR S O N R G ik
GE R I I e AL, 35 LRI FE AT O e i i
RNA Pol IT {1 F 1 fish & G €6 o7 =5 98 = A1 5 AR 1)
377 4) (IncRNA. cenRNA) 7] BE1E % 22 R I g
RE—EWIEM .

6 EMELRNMRTGE

6.1 EH2RWEHCENH3RAR

e RiThae o Rer, (H3 2K % [ CENH3
— R AR EP R R SF R %, S 80 CENH3 ik
1R MEZE AR )38 FH . Foltz 2% 0 $5 B 4H i e 2 5%
Jei, R F HR IR R4l 4k B R 15 1) CENH3 #% /M,
PSP ROR SRS T 7 A4S CENP 4073, #4121 H3
) CENH3 7% A j& iff 5 CENH3 & [ 3 i 1) 8 %2
TH, fERY ST CENH3 HEAT Bl I R ik 36 3 25 48
V£, AT LLIR 9T CENH3 X 7y A A K K &
sz P, lln, (EREGTE, RNAI A5 CENH3
FRTRE T B L RIS, T ECE 2255 R UL R B
LU A OB R S R, I FLRELRR AR KB /N Y
Kelliher 25 ™ {¢i ] RNAI 77 9% 5038 i 4 N\ 8% i 15k
UUER CENH3 RN F=H: FOK P k. teoh, e
FH o5 R CENH3 XX & FOK i RIEAT T 8L 1
F A ik R AR (A E K N BT A B EAE PP 32 008, T 3RS
BEA B4R, {H RNAI 2 KRB CENH3 #1455 4X
PR AR AR AR, CENH3 A S 19— AN k% S
R LSRG — AR A, IR B AR R
WORAEFE RN, WLLEEH TEDER, AL
Sl 2z AR P

6.2 ELRIDNAFFIHFAR

YR 2R XIS HREZMEL T, HIh %
A FIZH 2 DNA 72 91 T s — € N HE. AR S 7 A
HiEEBEAFEEES O, ROk BmE. ks
22 R e BAC SobE. BRI N UIRGRE U 45, (H2
BT XSG B E R T O, A PH R R, P DA
AT R 12347 A1 Y

YT Y CENH3 S A HA 5% %5 DNA J¢
GV E A5G IR L, T AR H IR S € e St
DUUE ) DNA- 8 F 5 BAE 745 & il & R
(ChIP-seq) A LAT ARG 45 22 hr X 4k 1) 52 945 B B
SEHARWAR « L@ AEE B AR B R
X ) -3 8 H3 85 [ 3 22 ki FF 5 CENH3 25 [ 1
FFAN, SR a4 RE RS R )38 22 ki 85 1 CENH3 (1%}
SRR, 8 I g g G 8 S B0 UIE B A 1A R
B e 75 78 GY (A 1) i IR A 7= AR B — B R IS 5
FHk, RTIREGHEDIIRESE 2 ki) DNA B, #
F ChIP 52 56:¥ CENH3 £ |1 F1 5%t B2 ¥ DNA JL3E T
K, FEHEMRACHRRE IS 226 DNA B, #J# ChIP-
DNA ST, #RJE XX s f Beadb A P &
Novak 26 " J1- % f#) RepeatExplorer *F- &, W] LLif T
VT B SIS B2 4 4 2k R A 00 3 0 > 1R 1) s 6 A
VBRI 2 rp (1)K 2 # v d DURIh % DUE 52 . Neumann
2 U ffi Fi| RepeatExplorer % 5 (¥ 5 & ¥ I~ &
%, F|H ChIP-Seq Mapper 3£ >k i ChIP 246 fr ]
FHEHEERFINE S, AR EEEEE
(ChIP/Input) Lk X g m M EE P Hl e KK EE
FENE e Rimic G P A, 46 ROGIRA R AT H,
A (fluorescence in situ hybridization, FISH) #1513 &
R 22 R X 4 ¥ DNA B 541, FH ChIP-Seq fff
FH 2R DNA BT i E. Ea R m S0 s,
{H ChIP SE40 B 1T 2B A B, PUARHI & AU, G
05T BRORE B DA KU R FEE T i 2 b SR BG4 2R 7 A=
—sEigm U, Ak, e e A U R R Y A A gy
Hri% (half-tetrad analysis, HTA) A 54 ¥ 2n MEfiC-74A
PR DU £ A 5 OB AL T MG 3 22 R R P B A B I
i V35 22 R A G DX IR K/ A, R ChIP-seq
BRIk A3 5 1A% CENH3 45 & (135 2 ki DNA 741,
i 146 P 25 22 00 55 B P 51 28 FISH. 5610 78 M A e (44
FHURAROE T, RS 2 M UH
BGE LA LR IX I

K22 B A A W 1 2 DR 2H 2 2 #8416 ARtk
A, HEMIFATE, FHRELRNESEHRER
B AIR X 8. SR, Bl s s i R gk
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AFEAEYNK A LB AR (Oxford nanopore technology, ONT)
A PacBio MLy FHIAR, DA ZAE K T Bk
1384k, fE15 5 2k 7 5 AL 2 oA T RE . T
EAG I 7 EEAEREE (KN 10 kb F >100 kb,
P UHETR N 90%~99%), KL HE K 175 R 2H ¢ H
STFEA, AT LS B 50 ORI 4 48 1 35 (R 4 21 28 1%,

Song %5 M g A o SEAIUER B K A
Bm A 2 P2 e RmE, TEANMER A A 2R, 3R
PRI L AP ZS97 A1 MH63 AN JCla] BRI R 4H 4 &,
X T IRAF ISR — N TG R B AR ) BE R 2 AH 5
[i) i 35 R 40 270 1) 3R A R A BK 43 i R0 Bl e R A /KR
i Fh T Y AR () 2 PR L 2 o 1ZHF FAE /KR
e R XA D% E T 395 AR EE LAY (non-TE)
FEH, Hor 41% R B2 BRI ). X e
RGBT BT 7 NAVIRE 7ORe 25 AT 4 R A &5 ) A DI RE 1)
%% . Naish % U K LI P3R5 T Col-CEN
W TR R A A, ffd TR T A A 2k, [
i HE DU 0L I 22 p e i i TR A R B AR RN s
I A4 N DR BN 1) 2 FEAL A 1T

B4k, %F Vondrak 25 U R ) —Fh R 4
HEPURFLE AR HE W TR ERE P ARSI A, A
B 7 A 8] 1 D16 LA R A 32 2219 /7 20 JE I O
%, Yang % "V F] Hi-C # B Bl b 35 22 0 10 46
GRE, BRI R T — MR T YR A A
$EFN Hi-C 3D 5 K 4H i (1) e RRAEH 77k, K
WAL 7 MRAEHE 22 0. %5751 Yok Hi-C SRAEEL
P8 52 F LR HBATHUN, SR1GA s Kk 1 A
Hi-C #AW, Al R Z A R s A P AR TAE FH A7
TERAS XY ; R T RAKE LR, HHDM
IR AE S 22 R0 LTR 5 226 B2 R 21 Lhox LSS HIE Hi-C
HLRL s AT BEE LRT HIRHIE, Q3575 4H
B~ LTR Jf AR [E]) . LTR $i A AT DU 01 5L
HURBLSER . Yang % @3 07 IR T
PANRAE YR 2L R A 24, #os 7 ARAE D 2RI
BARTER R & & LRI, (HERRFEZEH. 3D
ARG GIEZE AN b R LI SER Lot NI o e A = X P TN
I FCINER T XA AEYD I A 22 ki gtk 22 S 0 B A 9
e 7 H =R S5, AT DU G Ae S Rl i
FUAN H Rt RAEA -

7 RREREZE

HHABFRZAED —F, W& LR R
RSN G Mo o LR AN AL P B R
LG, KGN T A LRI TR DGR O

LR, B AP ER . Qe R R T
AR HE B G AL ARG SR 28 AZ AR A
AR e KA F I TS T RE R, A
& L kL4, DNA P41, Dhfig. iR, 24k,
FEDRI2H % . AL 2 5 Ty T Rk A
MANTHOREE T RELRKE. LEFS
RN LR 45 5 B AR SRR 227y R e
FIIME . ART0, DR 2 S ) A 2 4R A
WEgt. DA, ARSIt STy i A SR 2 R
(0, R AT I R R AL R A, IR BT AT
SR X A 22 R IR A R A i 550G B AT R A
ey — A B EL U A R T

(& £ X #
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