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Research progress of motilin in feeding regulation of animals

LI Ya', TANG Ni', ZHANG Xin', ZHOU Bo’, LI Zhi-Qiong'*

(1 College of Animal Science and Technology, Sichuan Agricultural University, Chengdu 611130, China;
2 Fisheries Research Institute of Sichuan Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Yibin 644000, China)

Abstract: Motilin (MlIn), as an orexigenic peptide, is mainly produced by enteroendocrine cells in mammalian and
widely distributed in the central nervous system and peripheral tissues. MIn has a variety of biological functions,
such as regulation of feeding, gastrointestinal motility, digestion and absorption, adipocyte proliferation and
differentiation, and lipid storage. In recent years, the regulation of Mln on animal appetite has attracted the attention.
The relevant researches mainly focus on mammals and birds. This article reviews the discovery, structure, tissue

distribution of MIn and Min receptor and the mechanism of Min in feeding regulation to provide some basis for the

regulation of animal feeding and growth.
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