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The relationship between molecular structure and mechanical properties of the

major ampullate spider protein

QIN Rui-Qi, YUAN Wen-Su*
(School of Life Science, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072, China)

Abstract: Spider silk is a natural silk material with excellent performance. The dragline silk produced by major
ampullate spidroin has extremely high mechanical properties, biocompatibility and biodegradability, and widely
used in textile, biomedicine, environmental engineering and other fields. To further study the molecular structure
and mechanical properties of spidroin will help understand the mechanism of the silk fiber forming and provide a
theoretical basis for the production of artificial spider silk fibers with better mechanical properties. This review

introduces the molecular composition, mechanism of silk fiber forming as well as relationship between molecular

structure and mechanical properties of different spices.
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il g A IR 28 A 1 A1 2 (MaSpl F1 MaSp2),
I A SR T B 2 IR MaSp3 425 B8 T - A
fRee B AR Y, EEG R PR R
falRe B A S S T AEg| Lo qir s M. K2 Hk
22 B A HA MR A5 AR, B pR S A% O X 38R
RS AR S R i 25 A A B, AL O X 3
A& EE E A GGX. GPGXX. (A), il (GA),
FEEERIE T (Hh G=H&R, P=HaRk, A=
NE, X=M2 ). 2019 4£, Knon 25 " 7R
9% Araneus ventricosus MaSp3 4K 74 KL,
MaSp3 Hf& T 74 (A), F1 GPGXX %5, HEH L
P IEAFAE 2 /i MR 38 T 2 Arg 1) GGR
FF . Rk 2 B O DO AR A, TEd
g ez E I ez R, BEE pHAB RIS (7.2 21 5.7)
BT R B IR LTI IR, TR AR N
A HIA T 2 o7 4 1, 83t 32 JER i 7T
FH| L PIRRIE, RINLE AT L A4 2 1T
FEAEZ T i 55 0], 2007 4F, Thierry 2 ' ZEWF 5T
HE IR KL, EE S RN g
4 72 TG R A ot AN A 4 b i 22 5 R T 2 0 e
(polyproline II, PP II#2JE ), HeHZEHAFEM
PPII B2 JiE # A N A2 2 5] 22 JR &F 4 vh 8 B i) — 2 45
¥y, TR R LT it PP 1T B2 e AH B4 I hk B-
Pregity, TRy )RR AR5 U I 3 — 2D T Rk
2244 (K 1),

H #1779 Rh RS X ik 22 27 4 /O T iRk 4T T 1R
Bo B—MHNEREE, ZERIN AL E AL
TR AT XA A7 AE AR T, ok 22 2 1 ) 538 7K 45 )
PRI SR A0 %%, (R AE R 2 B AT, /K 4 K3

AERES

TERRAG

pH, 3417
:/1/\ BFXH

VU] RS SR Ry s, R AR RO/ IN R T8 (R 3T B
REFEMGKM AR . R R ferh, 89
DI T B- LI, RN g5 22%8 h pH
28 IR e ok ok 22 B 19 A o 45 40 P I 2 R R AR R
A, 1S A S 2 R B AR U AR O — R IR 3,
X —HEAR AL T 2 AR A R T B T RO
mrPie, BRI IR L R RIS, B
R B U, BB Y Sk 2L R AT 44
kA B, PR RS LR YT 228 KT AT
XUJZ G, EX Y TG A0 PP TR ek 220 B-
Prgatirg .

1 SREAERESLEME

KA 53 22 85 F B A 731 it & AF 250~400 kDa
JEFE N . TR MR PP T M8 2 24 IR L B 451
W R By, EE A OCE PP IR s
S PR EAER R 2E O RRERN SR . ZEH
HAT I 2 B G 45 MR e T e 2 S 8L 41 4
BABRYMERR M E TR, FHahRE, &
A2 B A R R 7 9 AT AR B AR — R A E
HEFy, B WA FER 2 BRI (A, (GA),
GGX fl GPGGX DY Fh & g 5 7 & LA/ 1. KA
Lo A LRSS T X IR IR X 3, 45 X S 40 e 3R
o XA H AT R ST R 2 R 2 R
NER (poly-Ala) 27, TERIRLLA 7 B4 b X 35
o, AR SR N R R T ERE T b, W LS
RV AR B R % 245 & R CPAT B- rd. 6
SE T AR s X 4k 32 202 B 2 3R H &R I &R (poly-
Gly-Ala) R 3,- S8 A B- %6 Mk, (H T H

AERE

S

PP IT ¥ i€

LLER I TPARE PR 2 R, 3R TOE M ATPP ITERE . W ER A% A ) 53 4 S 21 2 ik B-4f7 B Al ELAT AR AN
VELL 2T Yk, BYU) AN LA IR S5 PR AR A Aok R B 8 R A P AR — BEAR 2 [ 63, RS 5 TR PEIR 22 3 A ANV TR L2 T 2
HAR . WA H R KRB R B, RNER KRR R N .
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IR EE 2 8 R KA EAE, i itk LB E S WRINHWENs 1. gig
HEFRIL, Tl &4 poly-Gly-Ala (224 4 5547 453 h Na™ fl CI WKk E AR, SO, A1 PO, 45 113%
poly-Ala [ P4 LL, HPMPEREEAR P, 7280 JKESFHEIN, E T Y5 2 5 b i vk Na©
PIAMERT, EEERRLE AP LERXERG 1 Cl L T B 554 5T AR5 T LA 5F
B- Fe LA N B- T B G5, R T AABEMNR L E A, SO PO Sk B 1 n
PEBE. @ B REIL PR (nuclear magnetic resonance, itk T H AR B & XA AT AR, U PR 7E U
NMR). X SHLATH (X-ray diffraction, XRD) M35 45 F| F 4 £F 4 rft B-sheet 25 1 (K & ©7 4m A
51 71% (molecular dynamics, MD) 7341 MaSp &2k PO, J5, Whet B A A BRI K L 4, ) )
BRIEF I K, R GGX I Fr X REMERE MR T4 E A5 E K2 5 58S Y6 ik 4 %
MR ) EAE S KRR AR 3,- MERR G, FEERRLL i LUK L R L e i Y,
SF o 5 5 5 TH R FEAE - GPGGX 55 vh il & ik 2% "
ST RARIE R T MaSp2 iz p. 2 FEERIFEENAMR
HAMGAAAE, X—MHWRFELEAZ KR53, Wke2 B N R4 4418 (N-terminal domain, NTD)
TEERFLL P YR BIPE TS TR FEAE T (1 22270, 78 R —NR R IO A, K@ H Oy 120~140
IR L AT AU L REN SR SR RE RS 2 NEIERR, RIAEE K ERH ik, &4 NTD
W fEJEIRS T, LR BT R, ERE EEH 4 MRTEEIERRRIE (LysS3. His6l. Arg62
JSE 7 B R JE W B JER K NRAR 5 RS2 R Arg64). 6 MR VR 2 JE MR 7k ik (Asp35. Asp38,
Ja, TERKIMERT, LA4gENRAERE—A  Asp39. Glu76. Aspl26 Fil Glul30)*. pH B i 5]
R AE X BRI AR /N, REUDNIR BRI T %S NTD &4 ik =
ZJa, MR ERRM L AR N, RAsd RIEZIMHES, £ pH 6.3 1, HAESERKEL
UL (& 2b). 2700 nm (K1 Ao T BT 4L R P K A ARk,
SR FA B TR R RS RR AL S UM RS I/ NTD B N SR 3t P 16 1 A0 478 22 1) ] DAAK 5
MR, WRTHEARSBEELFRN 3 SR EERERR T Bk, NTD ~REKE
BeZ RIfFEIEAR G, WEMSBEENLIEAS BOE BB - B AR IR S8, X5t T 244
B R R T, R RIS R Y MRREREE. NTD Rk A m s Hgik
TRKEMHERE SEFREs) P B0 o0& — X KE 3 (helix3, H3), — B AR <7 7 41

a b
MaSpl GGAGQGGYGGLGGQGAGRGGLGGQGAGAAAAAA
MaSp2  GPGQQGPGGYGPGQQGPGGYGPGQQGPSPGPSAAAAAAAA
X 35 [ e
MaSp1 MaSp2
WERIDY o e | GRRIY o e S
»
(GA) GPGQQ 2
B-sheet W B-turn i EHEF‘E\
(A GPGXX SRR
GGX 3i-helices ik (A B-sheet (713 SR IR
R 71 (mmT)

(@)MaSp1 fMaSp2 & & 5 IR IR IERRIL T . s LU R AE e SR AN U RS 5 THI VR s (b) ST () 22 41 4 1 ) N A i 28 7R
B AEREMaSplINGGXEET: MR A),: EEREGA),: SEAEMaSp2H I GPGGXMIGPGQQZEIEIR AL T . B
JIMRR LAY EE, PIARIRR LAY TSR, W IS E R AR 3 22 £ 4 ) R E

E2 MaSpE £ FE B REBRFTIUE N DR T ~EE
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H3 R % 454 NTD WA, NTD — 544 4 F 22
AR R 2 MER (B 3a) ™. Nephila
clavipes F Euprosthenops australis Wk 5 NTD
SEMIAEAEL, {H Aspd0. Lys65 H1 Glu84 2 [A] ({4 HAE
HA—EMAR. A7 W% NTD (R, 7E
AFEE pH 24 F, SEFARIFISAERY (E. australis)
NTD @47 % o€ 525, 385 v 55 B 2 B e A A
NTD F#5Hfar & 243 200 € th 4k, AKINFRME AL
FALORAR E Hh S AH LU B AR AR e 2 R B, (H
ol P 2 2 T B A Vi ot 2 A L BT AR R R e it 2k
[ N2 B, Mo RASK T & R R60. K65 A1
K93 & 5o, X Le G FLRR AT OR 4 58 2 o 1 L A
22 NTD ZRAA TS, RARXNREE H6. D40,
E79. E84 [{FZmia Ak Pe FE L&A1, E84 Fll
E85 7£ NTD A& — R AR b pr ik i hr B A ], £
NTD H AR S5 8 Ak T TE 4 th 3R 5%, 75 NTD —

RARGE R Ab TR BERI AT s D39 Fll D40 7£ NTD H:
RN BRI B A K AL s T Lys f900%E
AT A, K93 A8 NTD — 44 i) £ 5 4 5 i
BN (Bl 3b)e T E IR S 2 B IR AR B Glu79. Glus4
A1 Glul19 RT3 0 pKa fH, FHZ 5T pH # 1) —
A&, 2012 4F, Wallace A1 Shen™ #2 i E79 #1 E119
()5 AR NTD Z RAR T i 2 R 2, E7T9QE-
119Q X ZEAF i N Glu84, NTD #a[r) T T il — B 4%k,
Glu84 555 = A& JE LR F (1) 2 ZE B Bk B Asp40 Z |A]
HAR®MMEAEN, E84Q Fl TO1A KA (1) NTD
it 5P AR NTD 5 MM LA 2 5, FAEXT
AR NTD AR N (B 30)™, BRIk
Rk %E D39, E76 Fil E81 fH4% i LK L E Z A,
NN a2 NTD FAR R AR Oy — BRI 0 8. E81 Bl
E114 [ 54 2= 500 75 7 iR AL TR Trp9(W9) M55 B
RIS, NTD MG R AR, W9 775 T 5

(a) NTD ZIRARIIZ5 4 . IR IES SRR IE(L t0) AT NTD RARM—, Dl 2 R ik BE (I () 7 TNTD TR AA 1 55 — 4%,
KRR RIS 5 T 248 4RGSR . (b) 76 pH 7.0, NTDHALEH)(PDB ID: 2LPIVE 5 () 5NTD B AL #
(PDB ID: 3LR2& () (F7E% 5, ES4NIESSTENTD SR A — B4k rh Fr bt fr B & 2L 7284k, (c) D4ON. E79Q. E84QFIT61A%
AR NTD 2544 3 5l 5 87 AL TANTD Z SAR I /N TS0 AR LL A 2 5. (B AERUINTD R {APDB ID: 3LR24:th; AR
NTD AR ZE#PDB ID: 3LR8. 3LRDA 6RID, 7y Hl @k, KiEOFRER). (d) 1EE. australis H, MetFEAE A Leuff] 5
A TINTDLZE #(PDB ID:  6QIY K (1) 5 B A BINTD 45 #J(PDB ID:  2LPJ IR R ()AH ELAEAE 2 5, e s (03 43 43 )2 L20,
L24, L41. L48, L77. L101, 3EREKTplO(W10). 544 b = fSbryE =S TN : AR (His, H). %8R (Trp, W), F2 i
(Arg, R). &R (Lys, K)» KZAMK(Asp, D). BHEIR(Gly, E). BEB(GIn, Q). AR (Cys, C). NI (Ala, A). &
% (Leu, L),
E3 FEFIERLERNTDEN
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SRR F . MaSpl [ NTD HHER M & IR AL )5
f) NMR 45 #J (PDB 2N3E) fl it i 45 ) 55 E. australis
¥ 4= MaSp1(PDB 2LPI)NTD 05 AN [F]. K65 H1 R60
FR) iy FEL A 5 T 3R ok 7 ] 1 3 A E NTD — 28 4k
Py B2, gt — B4y NTD 50 &3, fEE 5] 4
HE M NTD Bk %0 KEAFER Met F25E T 4
HAWS, Met K22 8 H M = 45 FE 4t
BNJ1e 75 Met ZRAZ A ERETE 1 B 2 YO A4 AH 1L
fEH ) Leu J5, RAZM NTD ¥4 5847 NTD #J
SAHLAFAEZ R (K] 3d). 70131 J1% (MD) 1] LLid
AR R TR R IR IR R S ) NTD R [
TR RG] W AL, pH FTER
A4 L. hesperus & MaSp1 [£) NTD #4 % & 254k, BT,
2020 4F, Chakraborty 25 P WF 57 5 % IR I 42 & B
(aciniform silk protein, AcSp) N %)) MaSp 7K Uit 45 #4) 4k
FFHVRI, k22 Bk i i) pH A P2 I 1 B
TR A R ER I, AcSp ) NTD ZH 28 % Bk
SR AT AN A2 T i — B Ak . NMR 55 [F] Y5 a2 L iF 4
KB, AcSp Al MaSp ] NTD H.ik g5 M AL, {HE]
AHEAF AT A6, X AcSp NTD &5 4 R A
K F-3t—20 T fift AcSp L2414 T ML) o

B R R VL L E79. E119. E84. D39. E76.
E81 AH4k T T LR NTD it — Fik, K65
A1 R60 J& It % i #h itk — P AR e NTD 54k, 1M
Met 58724 Leu M — 48 € NTD HLAk . SR,
XRS5 7 NTD Ry #2, AL A
et iRk g S esy 3 u NS SEUIRR  SY I T e - LN VST
TERG MR ZRIRAEG 2B IRE . AMEE
531 pH A ES 8] (& e AH B FH [RIFE 520 7 NTD
TERRIIE . NTD ZRARPIBE N T 2 4 4E %
3 KREBHIEEECKIR

22 R AR R A7 4% DL S E R 2 3
HE AR R B OR sl 1. 2\ B 1 C Kimns
¥4 (C-terminal domain, CTD) i % 5 80~110 &
SRR, (RN R RR b B A B, CTD 3K
A ESRNBIKYE, HEH 2 T RAEGKME P ZE4E
{1 Fr 41 VLIQALLEVVSALIQIL, &AL ¥ 1 i i
[ B, CTD f9 K SR 45 W BRI T 4% O 1O 5 7K 3% 3
R IRKIRIEREELESS, MR 1228 A m]
%1 ADF-3 (Araneus diadematus fibrion 3) ] CTD
S ANAT B G R AR TR R, A K ) 8 e
4 (H4) O7 F ARt A CTD HLRTE H4 1)

N R I # AT — A~ 2 D 20 IR Bk B T2 B 1 1) — i
(Bl 4), PAEEMAEAE T I AR IR RSP IOALE, A
i A H1 R H2 [ 5 76 He fo i . A5 sk 3
RANARFFIEE G M) e B OCE T, 2hih
[P 2 5 B5URE A G5 R 3 ) R e 1k AR

ik 21 R IR R SR E 4 MaSpl 1) CTD, H CD
T I ) o- BEE LS K. 24 pH [E 2 5.0 B,
CTD 1y e PR +F o- BRBESE 1 ; =4 pH 3 — D [E % 4.0
3.0 B, AICAMELE] CTD BH Ui iée A 208 nm |
206 nm 2SN, Bosth CTD W45 #) K A il
Ak, WL T i B- A ECET A M. CTD 45
P A FasE P15 pH 3.0 714.0 FHARL/INERIOA7AE (Bt
Z RG] AR ORRE R ) B OR FEEIRIRE T,
o5 Rl /INER IR 5 /K R SEFE S AR A o S 38, — HLH
DURE 8 264, B AU R 25 = R A5 1 I 2 FE i K
FE, R 8- IR B 2% -1- R (ANS) 2% 6 A I
CTD # #& i B /K 2 4] & B, ANS Bos H 5 B K 5
BRIGSEAN T, B KAk 1) B KR Y U A 510 nm
A2 490 nm. JEECIRAESIE I CTD HA 7 R A &
BT R, AP LR R A 2R (Asp63) FlI4y
AR (Glu71) 55 P 2 HE R (Argl3 A1 Arg22) #H B
VERITE R . A28 M R AL 52 N b
10225 H CTD Ja, FAZ ¥ & 74K (heteronuclear
single quantum coherence, HSQC) it Jz it T CTD
R IR B, A B AR R R AR
TEERMR L . AL MERIAEE TS, S &
Se kAT S, SAEH T T AT T4
A HAE M e 7 CTD MK % . fEFFERMET,
REABFEELZLSHEBN2EATRREREHE

%0*

*

CTD =R th WA BE 21 i, 43 39 2 0 6 A (B 0n) 0 I 2%
B(f ), CTD AR 377 Arg 5 Glufl Aspz.
TV R A AR, AN T 308 5 — B SR (o ) A B4 8% . (PDB
ID: 2KHM)

&4 ADF-3 CTD B {A%E#
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A FF ) B- i@ dhitt), HIme UL Eai
TENEAT IS 22 LT AT 1l

FR5F ) NTD F1 CTD %o 2 Rf 22 8 (A 75 £ E e I
NRpR R AR E e B — 2 EA . B PR MR
530 NTD JE R AT Ak, T8 Sz B 2 45 1)
(A - HEZ 3t T 45 22 B R 4L s AR, CTD
TR E I A R S R B- TS 5
MR 22 (2SS . Kok R S5 e Ik
2 A G MR AR 22 B 1 1) SR AR RT R 4 22 4 o (1) 2H 4
R IEE HE HMSLIVER . RImAEE B A
FMIAAEIEA EAER, XA R T — D2 E A
R L2 AT 4

4 LLLTHENMIERE

RIRWR 22 R G 1R TR Z BN TH
FRAYE, IX A T R IR 22 2 2 v 22 B 1 S5 A L
TER) o 22 204 ) B A A0 A T 4 AT R S X I
BT RITHOR R B IR 27 4, Horp o s X0 i A
#t DL L poly-Ala 1 poly-Gly-Ala | 5 #H 5.4 F 2 ik
(), TGP IR EE A 23 e e TR 2k T, 22 41 4R 1) 5ik
FE ANV B A2 J UM A% ) TG 5 B 28 o K B 1 PR
Hillo SRR PR R RIR L AR EE Ry, BHE
PR T (finite element, FE) 431 1 AN [A] g A4 K /N 22 4F
Y VR RN ) S, R IS N S AR ) B- TS 2
Ry o BN 22 A1 4E () SR B L DRI R 7, 3G n B-
12 o PRI L 22 A AEN LR AR . WRIE B2
P 2238 1 HL DR (1) 2 REPE T AN R R AL 1) 22 B 1 DA
MR IRMI ., — a2 AR AN 2 E
1 I e R B ) 7 A A R 2 A, X R K
T R 22 8 1 By i — DA iy 1 22 2R R L
BE W N A AT (U RS -5 22 58 (A IO 4
FIREA X, 2020 4, Wen 25 "V HF9T Araneus ventr-
icosus % IR 22 H 2 (aciniform silk protein2, AcSp2)
[ — AR I, AcSp2 I — R 4515 AcSpl 1 —
PR, 235 A DR S B A iy 435 A IR AL 1Y) 2
B, HH AcSp2 TEIF I R EE 2
o- W€, H AcSp2 & HMIAHI AN TELF4E, Hil
MM RE S 22 8 3 B AN 73 1 BB (AR AE — € I 1E
. Rk, IRZ T 225 A5 T S5 AP LR R
AR X TR P2 B i R I 22 A 4 2 DG E L

AR B A 2 s A 2R 5] 22 BN PR RE . Porter
2t B S) R 22 27 Y () LA K /NG 0ot 2 £ i () 3
i BISENR, 7 5] 22 A AR/ ELAR A v FE )
R HEA BTV EER MR R, £5

JREFYE, LR bR ST LR R, i
A SR 2 T BT RN AR (R AR Y. 2T 4T
PBUIERE 5 97 2 56 AT AE— E IR AR, ANFRIIJE A
177 2t L LF YR B 7= 2 — s s 0
MY TR, BRI, KB/, XA
LR AR AL SE . Shao 25 BV F 47 8 Witk i 7t T
L L YA TR ECE HRE RN LR, RBLIX
— LR AL R L2 27 Y (1) R I A 1 B-
18 e A TG e R R A E L i, 2 21 4k b B-
&S ENERISBL TN IRK. R, o
TERMB T IER 2 B ARRRE R, 27 W
SR R TR T DA v L2 T LAV RE, T AR R
S5 TR A A 3 S ) 2 B 1 o 1 L R R 42 £
RIHLBRE RE -

22 2T YU RE IO BIE 7T AT LU SRR fX) N g - B
AR AORAIR 2 AT LA B s B AR LT 4ERT A
IELUERINURIERE . BB AR MITH T IRAERAN T
i L2 2T RN RE DT T B A A, 73l
712 (SMD) JjE#7R 1 BT - AR 2 i) 4 AR
&, FHR T LR UME BE I FORE L T SRR
ZEAR . AZ MR LB T AT YN R AT Y SRAE A R
&AL RT AT AL R (R R (GPa). 55 /% (GPa)
ASESENE (%) 5 F3— P ITERAE 7 TR Eid i 1%
22 2T 4 B i 10 A7 s RIURE TR 48 7 FCALAR 1R A 17
R RITVAUESE T 45 0 XN i XIS AE 32 i 22
LR YN RE R AOAE A

5 B%5

ARk 22 B FR 2 S G AR 21, «
AT T 2 Y )5 Re . RS R BRI
B GGX Wi ] T g e 454, GGX P R4 E A
i P B AT B 4 R R TG T 45 R 2 TR A AR TR A
FHAR I GGX W25 AH HLAF FH 4 22 28 4 b 35 (1 ) 43
THHES ; GPGXX GEME T Y AL T B-
M4y, GPGXX J:J7 I E S &5 22 4 4 (1) i Je
PEZ MAFEIEAROG, HA RN & &S 2440
JERMEZ B A BRI KRR EEBFMT, RA
1 B 1 A iy 45 R 3R R B R 3 T R T M 22
AN EEA TS, BEEY 2%+ pH 1B
W ARG, B TR Bk 2 2 (A R FH & fEUAH A DR
NTD HARFI SRR ST E 5 R e P EAL 5%
{HAE CTD KA — € AW, I 5 5 2 4R 4R T 1l
BEKMER SIS L YRR, 2
B AT AT S L 2T AN BE 555 - 1
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LE A

ity VEYNINIR T A PR T Wk AR 5] 22 1 T A DA
KMMUBERERIR . R, % T LR A S T4
FARIHLIR N B 2 8] 1) 06 2 A R T NIE 2 4E 1A e
6 11ig

R AR e 250 Y A A N LA T A e A
A, Tl R EHE RN T2 773014 TN
e A4, FIFEE. BAEEE Z3E ERIER
G192 1) A Wk 22 | A AR R S HAR R
K Ao, NLYi2TRERRERIMRZEND, Mk
A mRA R 2 R AR, (HAE IR IR 7k
HFHIBELL 30%~50% (W/V) I =i B il VA T R AE
RIRG AU A IR % =HAIL LR, A
T4 2243 B 1) 2 A 4t 5 R IR 2 A AEAE Eo A — & 1)
7%, BXPMTHSEE UK. HindEd A Ty
J5 10 4% B N 22 A IR TR AN B R AR 22 41 Y I HLI
PEfE. BEEN TYZBERAIABIRE, N&EdH kL
YU RN 2 1B T 1R =

(& £ X #
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