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Reversion of T-cell exhaustion in chronic tuberculosis infection

by immune checkpoint blockade

CHEN Zhen-Yan, HU Zhi-Dong, FAN Xiao-Yong*
(Shanghai Public Health Clinical Center, Fudan University, Shanghai 201058, China)

Abstract: Antigen-specific T cells are crucial for the anti-infective and anti-tumor immunity. Persistent antigen
stimulation usually results in the exhaustion of T cells, characterized by poor effector function, decreased cytokine-
secretion ability, persistent expression of inhibitory receptors, and altered transcriptional status. It has been observed
that immune checkpoint blockade can reverse T-cell exhaustion in tumors and chronic infection models such as
HIV, HBY, and so on, but its role in reversing chronic tuberculosis (TB) T-cell exhaustion remains unclear. In this
review, we discuss the mechanism of T-cell exhaustion induced by persistent TB infection; the research progress of
up-regulated inhibitory receptors such as CTLA-4, PD-1, TIM-3, LAG-3, KLRG1, 2B4 and BTLA in chronic TB
infection; as well as strategies for preventing and reversing exhaustion to favor Mycobacterium tuberculosis control.
These could provide clues on designing immunotherapies targeting T-cell efficacy reinvigoration to protect patients
infected with TB.
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# (latent tuberculosis infection, LTBI), 5%~15% [1]/8k
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T AMEIAENARST Mrb BGRB8 s B v
RAERBEE . SR BE WM, WA T
PR AE I A RNE T 40 AERON 591
BIEEZ G, REHOHAH T 4MsET:, D ERRLE
FAAEFF A NACIZIE T 40 . SR, 7EAS VR G,
FRER PR 2 B AN (BR) JORE & & 35 U C L E T
MR AR B, R R T A I R 3 —Fh
bRy “ R aEsE” BPIRAS, W R I A TR,
BAE T 4R K 7 DI BERIIB AL R . 2 Rl 1k
ZARK RS LIRS RIL . SCRRE S R T AR IA 2L
A AR AL ULOR BESRAF PR AR I ICIZ T 48
MRS ISPt 75 Mib 18 PRI G, CD4'T 41 i
1 CD8" T 40 f A7 A2 AU T e R RARAS, Pl 22
e (LA AT RE A T 40 28 R 704 75 0 7 Ok 42
S BONRERE, M AT RE T Meb H5E A

T Y1 05 I FE3E 70 AR T Mib [ GEAN A I
W RORES, FE IRy I AR SRR Lk
X 7. HHIE U5 2S5 4 7 M I A bR S A
DR TN G PR RS 7K B0 P i 5 S PR A
4EAR, JRAEI T 40 Mo sRE e K 1) 2 M
X R G SRS . T 4 fIFEE L2 M
Tk S AR RS B D RAE, AR SR RE AT A% G
o, BELET ] 524 (1 S A A s LA 3 T 40
G Ty BE AT R 32 BBOR B2 1 90T . A SCAESRib
Mt 5l T 400 FEsm AL H] A R, 35 EOE 118
PG Rz e b JLFPRR 2L _E R (040 1 74 32 & (CTLA-
4. PD1. TIM-3., LAG-3. KLRGI. 2B4, BTLA)
Rk, FEREE T B I FE R A LA 3k Mib
P TRNS, A NPT Meb S ia)T i H]— 2 (4R
A~ERT.

1 FFEMERERIS L THRFES

Y Mt J5, R RN HI A R A T PR SR B
41 (antigen-presenting cells, APCs), H1H F&HR 41 ffy
(dendritic cells, DCs) Fll E W41 fifd (macrophages, M)
S8 o0F S A% AR e 38 A R ) 32 A 1 IRl
APCs A5 E AL, RBUNHIE 770 uh . L
7R B D WAREA (LA, — AR
A EEAE T H HEESE ). PR APCs I #

BIRGMEERE, HPi 245 THM. #28 Thi
SRR AN P EE T T Ik 0 B 5 1) S 9% SR RE 8 7
&G LI — e R B4R Meb ()AL HE, (B Mib 2]
LRI\ APCs A1 T 2 i b 2 15 = G2 %47 11 LAV
PRIBG Y AR S AFAEBH KR S R . 1594
ol 22 T 210 B R - R0k B R B HE i 7 D g O A
O, Gtz g T 40 M FE 5 B U NIRRT
RS R G A R IO g i o, i 0 e 1
Y1 i /> & 2 (interleukin-2, IL-2) / 4E M40 g H 1 %
DyRett BL & 3G TE e /0 155« B S A2 R SR AR 1
(tumor necrosis factor, TNF-a).y T3 % (interferon-y,
TEN-y) A1 AR 5 149 7= A2 DL K B J0RE B 77 1) R B
IS, %55 Th2 A7, & IL-4 f 7 . 12
PR IR, BEAEPURE A (BO) T E M, T
Y0 N D REFEAS I BL,  LAAr =TT A R RN D fig
AR, ™ FAR R 5 BG4 1t 52 A4 3Rk
TR ST R RE S G (R 25 AH 26 B R, 4 A%
ST T 2 M 0 ) U BV AR SR AE T 4 v 58
NEARWUEE, 2E NGE. T, —TilE R BA
FIWHFT TR 1 Mitb [BGAN[FISH (G ARIHAE S I )
A0 bR L e ) R AR B B, X6 T Aa L AE AN (R
THEEIR A I FEBFE A R TEH 7,

29 B I e BRI R R J i R v, CDS' T 41 i
PIFEE & — Pl I IS . SR, 2015 A
— IR, CD4™ T 4ifuthrl figkesl ™. fEr2
85 7 YL 7], CD4' T iR 7E S FF CD8' T 41
Mo R EEAEH . g1 T 4 MFes K 2 70N
NN TER RGN R . N ZR, BT
21 ff 2 TR 00 A 1 52 A2 P 28 AR 1R 48 M IR - B B sk
Rl s AR 2, AdE M2 Zi M S5 1 T
Y0 ity (regulatory T cells, Tregs) 24 1 7 2 ffd 11 14 425
W7 R I, S AR 1) M2 2 Mo Al Tregs ¥ H 3L,
SEHLAAKT S5 A 1 G 28 2 B0 e ) U LA A
5 RGPS G A% G B — B BT 4R, & M
T AR EE ED 2, R R DRz
PR A T IHA R RS, Rl B0R 4 ) 520
P HAR ARG 40 HE (natural killer cells, NK) #] 7E
18t R G IR R T AP sty ARG I B IR B
B R G TEAL 0 CDATT i, M 55 3L 4 Bh Th &g,
M CD8" T 4i e 3g k@ ®s sebr b, T
YH it 3Z 1A (T cell receptor, TCR) 15 5 % S 1) F i 7
T NFAT A1 Sprouty-2 th 5 T 4 5E35 4 5 ¥, [FT,
T 24 i | 5 e ) P 52 o) 7 14 TG AR 7 5 s 41 i B
DCs F&iE. /M EPUR, o ficEza, @i
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BT R S ), AR 4% (T S RGN
VESE ) 598 B8 A (Mib) T8 SBLT T 4HIFESS.

2 BMEERRRR R RIA_ AR ANHITE AR

2.1 PD-1

PD-1 24| 2N T 40 Th e 73 -, 4
X 38 HH f 9% 52 A4 T 24 1R 410 1) 5 P (immunoreceptor
tyrosine inhibition motif, ITIM) 1 J% 52 1< i 2 R T
KT (immunoreceptor tyrosine switch motif, ITSM)
4. PD-1 5H A4k PD-L1 M1 PD-L2 {45 & 7l %
5 CD8' T 4 fu i (1% 5 K7 BATF, DA T 48
RSB FE AN IFN-y 43 ib i )5 SRR 5HE 5 1Y

HigRARAHLL, g% 8 CD4” A CDS™ T
Yifi b PD-1 ik Bif U, Meb YR BE T 4 L300
il 14 52 4 PD-1 & Fc #& PD-L1 A1 PD-L2 f# i,
S BUIFN-y 72 A2 KT BRAR 4 1) T 40 B i ks U,
FA40 PD-1 it 44 B TE A (%) 44 41 BELIBT 38 58 1 TFN-y.
IL-2"7 R IL-17" f) 43, #0077 A TFN=y 19 T 48
R, BE5E Meb R CD8” T 4R ik . BELIT
PUiAT LAAIIH] PD-1 A1 PD-L1 AHELAEH, (B[R B
TG S HIVER, 2 (i B G 0% 40 i 1) 2% B S
P, PIERE, AR, PD-1T /NRISE %
TR R TR AR P, X e R B AR AT
V%) £ T 4 7 AR e e 240 Vs 0 DX 33 R ek M IR B
A, Mitb B PD-17" /N R0 i R 37+ 4R 28
YD T, JUIR TL-6 A IL-17 S 8am ™, 78 &
e Mib [f) 57 A= BU/NE R, PD-17"CD4" T 41 fifd (1) 3o 4k
G —PAE s TIX—E B . WA S R
SR REA TR AN IF) SRS § ) PD-1, 15 PD-17" /)
SRS AH LG, S8 FH A4 L IBT 770 A g 58 4271 B PD-1
f1EF . 5HA PD-1" LIk WHALL, PD-1° [
CD4" T 41 M\ A EL AT 2 0% 1) 38 RT3 0 it A Jek
Yefryigs Sy B,

e VIR R, i AR R SR A T
WA - PD-1 ()R IE, R N B
T OB NG, RS SRR T 4IRS, A
MR BONE MR P2, 845 PD-1 15 55 S Al UK
SAEF T W%, K RERAHITH /1. PD-1
W] DAEAAEYIbREY), HTAERIT R T 7
1) W00 425 s R (7 2 G 1 T ER, R BHI
PD-1 By#AEH,  dnfe] ORUE % - i 2 75 220 E B
)@, IO H TR ARGE T 2 B4t PD-1 g IR T
SRS RG], s PD-1 X T S5 o %
i (0 5 e 524,

2.2 KLRG1

FLHM P 2 AR A 40 M BB R R 324K G (killer
lectin-like receptors G1, KLRG1) B ITIM, #]i# L
P/ 5 B 7 A SR A I 34 R BE A T 40 i A2 A5
5 P R4 CDOSL A 5 19 41 il 24 /% A NFAT 3%
B, i e fEF — 8, fE T 40 2 AR
HAEH, FHWT KLRG1 155 % 5 S 80 Akt B 10 A1
CD8" T 4l s i s 1 f5 35 1 i 7,

KLRGI1 &% 8 B 4erh CDS' T 40 il 24 K 0 4b i
WEY. HEERS SRR T CDS T 41
I KLRG1 kK (el b7k, I £ Bl I 4 i A
T U RE 7 1R 4G 5% LA S 200 48 B U 1 1 A . Mieb
Y T T 41 KLRG1 RIiA/KF ETF, BEE 24
Y97 HIEEAT, KLRG1 T 40 gV AE 1 B A7) 32 7 PRI
$278 KLRG1 FIRIE K5 Meb [ F097 7238 g A
5 P9, i KLRG1 FRIA B/ R A5 B A AL/ RAR L,
HEBT Meb BRG- M RE 5, ORI KLRGL [5E
KRS I SRNLAAST Meb R R 6E /1 P
BRI 4k S I B T 4 SR R, Meb LSS, LR
¥ 5P KLRG1'PD1°CD4" T 4 g IV BE 73 W 41 g IR 1
IFN-y Al TNF-o 188 /758, H 40 H 38 FE 5 1 55
YRR G2 W T, #25 KLRG B2 Hlik
PULE % o 1 2 b — P B2 P CD4™ T 40 it 1)
LR ARIL 5 PR R % KLRG1I'PD1'CD4™ T
1T ST A ERCER 43 WA 2 0 DR - PR BB 085, (H LI B
RE AR o, I AT RR SN W b 5 1 A 20 it DR 40 ik R
718 ) KLRGL'CD4' T 40 g, AT £R 475 250 B 1
CD4" T 4%k H 8 5€, #&7~ KLRG1™ 2 KLRGI"
(oA To 24 FEWLAR BT Mith G G 3% R A5 1 N R &S IR
L PO, SN BRI AL ORI T 4 R S e DA A
Mib [ /NRJG, KLRGLI'CDA™ T 4Hf PR K 2 B4
7 Jifi [8] 53 478 B8 DAAT A 25 4 2082, i KLRGICD4' T
201 P ST D) 3= B 0 A il s B R AT R A2 Th g B
AT BN Z 1l BRI 98 8 UE Sk T KLRG1 7E A7t
Mib JEG G R AR - 5508 e AR R 25 % il
v B AL, TESIPEA L B CDAT 4 Rk i
Fik KLRG1 1 Lefl 3 & R KLRG1'CD4' T 41
IO I35 53 WA 240 0 R 7 PR 8 ) B iR, (LIR30 40 40 i B
Gy RAERTE, HAFERM T1012 T 48k IR JE A
WT IR 234k o FR T A M ) A= i A s, KR
SIS FT RN S P47, 1 KLRGY 38 2 fr B
T B % 5 A B 2 5 AR 20 A o R AR RT3
PE LA Meb RO S e L, HLZ Y Akt
B 5EBRA S Bk, M Y SEHAR CD4'T
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S i B 22 B A A O R AP 80O R 55 1) KLRGLT T 48,
T 1% A5 5 10 B A fe i i Ake J8 B2 m LR BT
SER% T IR G 1) S AR 2 7 B B S A K B I
T 4 B N A A BT RES T i &R RS
PIRIEM G, R X LEERIL KLRG 17 CD4' T 41/
FEME T B, FEE 5T 26 B AT e B ) e AT Tk N S e
B A, BE A KLRG1/Akt 5 5 5 S & 42 7] LA 1k
CD4" T ZHffLxF Meb JEGHREARZS B

R TN 1% IR TE Meb YR N, ik
PD-1 f¥] T 402 15 n] Be /01 iR 8 KLRG1 ) T 41
UL EXA SRS RERERE Y. kit
Day 2 P93, ESEWIGIT G, — R ke
TAIEIZ RS AT BE S RSP AE, I3 3 T E X 5
KAL) 5 A
2.3 LAG-3

RS 41 B v 4k % [A] -3 (lymphocyte activation
gene-3, LAG-3) 7£ T 41 il vh 0% J= Ik I 2 ik IR 7
BRI = AL R BE . fE40 MR, LAG3 5
TCR-CD3 £ [f 734, 5 MHC 11 454 33850 H 40 i
Jii KIEELE 354 CD4 fiitt Fiiefs 57 5 B,

o A 1 B2 1 LAG-3 FA{I% Thl B2 40 i e 2% o7
%o (EBA GG BREG S, LAG-3 Rik
©E B, JFHSMEEEMMAEX, M LAG-3 A&
TETE AR M G5 A% IR G I S P il 5 AR Meb 41 B G 5h 4
it o 220k B FEAAAN P SE RS o, LAG-3 i@ it
VAT RS 5 7 TR Y 9 T = A4t b Meb (1)
1735 7 BT LAG-3 {5 55 5 S 8us 2,
MTTHE5E Thl B2, Jud2 IFN-y (40 B,

LAG-3 1] G bt PD-1 B3 & E Ak 25 A4l i) 741
BEFR, DO BHWT G & B8N T gk, 1
BELEBFr 5 25 38 RT 4RO M Bk Tregs HOAMHI/E BT K,
W 78 LAG-3 7 6t ] i 4% 45 A% 95 G % I B R B g 1)
B F R B8 Bl O 2 08 SRR IR NI AT
2.4 TIM-3

T A e PR 8 3 3 (T-cell immunoglobulin
and mucin-3, TIM-3) 2 #5¢ KT T-bet A7, FEIEHX
BT 40 B P #F bRk, f 46 Thl, CD8 T, Tregs.
DCs LA J g 40 f A Az 4m il B B4R TIM-3 4
IO B IR ThEE, HE MR N &5 A ITIM
BT

7E Mth YL IA], TIM-3 #£ CD4' T 4iff b3k,
HAE Meb &G E W0 5 R ALEHE R -9
(galectin-9, Gal-9) 45615 5 IL-1B = A= RN ) B AT
AR ", TIM-3 76 CD8' T 4ilfill EiFtmRIE S

CDS" T 2 i ) T BE G b R At 25 4% B4 555 7™ 6. A FEE A
5 M, SRS Mib B I H LY TIM-3"PD1°CD4"
A1 CD8" T 41 f 35 R ik A5 LAG-3 76 P 1 oAt 1 ]
PESZAA, 7 AR TR 2 g ) 1 Al B TR 7 (IL-10) FEE
DIE A R 7 (IFN-y. TNF-B fl1L-2), F£EA M
FHESE T ANM AR N 5 FAFAE . 7R PRI/
B, FHBT TIM-3 SR I7 2 R S5 %0 A 20R
FPoRmE ¥, eAh, BT PD-1 F1 CTLA-4/LAG-3/TIM-3
B HMBE T TIM-3 35 RETEARME Meb ISR BRI = 4
REThe 1,

AU AT W, LT BH BT TIM-3 (1) Meb B 4% 1) %
PEVRTT RIS LA BAERT, {HJ2, TIM-3 F1I A
FUBCA 8 FH 1 B R 7 B8 TR B — B4Rt
2.5 EHih

g1 B 2 M T 9k B2 40 i A 5% &2 1 4 (cytotoxic
T-lymphocyte-associated protein 4, CTLA-4) i it 35 4+
BA5 v 25 A 7 I BC AR (CDS0/CDS6) K 1l §5 CD28
G S B, R R A P 2 A R T
PP2A 11 SHP-2 KA #(5 5. Meb PrJEdIE T, QFT
(Quanti FERON-TB Gold) 25 %L i 7R 3% CTLA-4'CD4"
T R ECEIG N, Mg ZAiGIT 5, PPD i
PE CD4 T 4f Jfi % [ PD-1 f1 CTLA-4 3 ik f& AL 0,
HRFFR K, i CTLA-4 257 B i A e i 18 5 310
A RN M, Bk, CTLA-4 @it &% APCs
PERPUR B SR INE] T 40M 1351, X e fff 58Xt
TH#LH CTLA-4 B 5finyy R #oRER .

CD244 ( tHFx 2B4) 42 {5 5 Ik L 40 e 5 46 2 1
(SLAM) %o 72 41 ff 52 0k ZX R I R S . CD244 J 35 (1)
W A ITSM 1] 5 15 5 %% 5 9bk T2 40 a3 1k 43 7 AH
KE A (SAP) 4 &, AT SEAEBERREY, W1 SHP-1,
SHP-2. SHIP vk Csk™. BT AL, 2B4
TERRIB I R I VG LTI, T7E SRk i = 2R 4
HME 5 U, A% B Meb BUE R 0 CD4T T 48
i) CD244 ik i 24 iy T ARGk, T8I AS Bk
Big CD244 {55 5 i@ 2 AT 4l IFN-y 7228, $R
CD244 1] RE X} Meb Bt J5 55 55 CD4™ T 4 i Ty fig i
MEER " B4k, SRR, i3k TB
) CD3 CD244™ 41 41 2R o 7 ™. Rozot 25 1
R, PD-1. CDI160 Fl 2B4 7545 1% B3 1) Mib i 53
P CD8' T A p R /DL RIE, LT 2B47E T 4l i
FE3E 7 TH IO ST A il AT 7R B AT R 7L
Wit R4 HAE Meb JR YR I ThEAR L, DAAGE T
DU BFLIT 5 7 v S B S % P4

i RME A B AT AREAHEL 7 Band T
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lymphocyte attenuator, BTLA) 5 PD-1 fl CTLA-4 4%
MIREL, 5 LAG-3 284, 7£5 TCR :[EEH G Wt
W _F, HAELREE PD-1 Al CTLA-4 KA 5E &5
1R T 40 - Fid. T 408+ %) BTLA-HVEM 5
SERF AN ITIM RS RERL, F5
A% S R B R g SHP-1 fl SHP-2 1) 554, 93
CD3 5 S IL-2 0 ilh /> F0 T 4l ©Y. BTLA
AR T 0B R4 22442 i BTLA bR
AN T 0B S S8 B M B 55 of T 41 AR
9 BTLA £iE, Wifiss %25 B 6815 S BTLA
FIE MG . #I5 BTLA ) o T ZH A B om H X
P Meb JE ) R JOL Az R A, RN T (1 3G 5 R
FIRIGH R 72y kg /1 B, %k BTLA ) CD11c”

HPNRERERE DREFIRLENRRE HEENES

APCs X} T 40, JuH CD8"T 4 it 7.4 1l 38 e
iX, XV RE 5 Vs 30 1 45 4% & 3% o HLA-DR Al IL-6
(KR4 5 B, BTLA 76 Mb &G rh4liIE £ &
PEsE, HAEro< T BTLA BHW A 30E T 408 (9T 7T
/b, X ] DU N ARSI TS 10 75 7l 22—

3 FABHRAILEE THRAER

RFERTT S5 T 4R 6 & T 4 3
R AR R T 3244 (40 PD-1) AT R (i
IL-10) 16052 I 45 4 A S AL (40 Tregs 4 A ) 2 B9,
AT AL R T gk TEN A 7= T i 2 A
R, AR A TELR IR G i 2 TH ] 1 52 A4t 9 B
R H PO SR (1 2).

HRREHE

Kigmig MEtEmpE MRERE RERESEE BoIEITreg it EWERE
VEERBRE BFEET Oct3/4 CTLA-4 BNKARR  FRoAE
v L LTI Sox2 PD-1
TGF- B KIfa TIN-3
cMyc LAG-3
KLRG1
28B4

BTLA
TN FEE & — IR PP BE A R, AR VR p U IS AT IR S A SRS, 047 S SR 78 s BELITT . SR e 4 i 4 L T

TR, FOEIE TN . B RN RIS AN E A 0V FENK A B A AR S
[E2 FoR5FNIEEE T LR ARFE IR Y SRS

3.1 RENE ST

R PRI 52 RS S B T A L, 2 T 46
M S MRS S A% 75 5. WHTHTE, CTLA-4.
PD-1. KLRGI1 . LAG-3. T IM-3. 2B4. BTLA #f
&5 T YL AR R 524 1EO8 T 4R0Eis 1k
SR TR T, I AT BB b R i R A S

AZH . HERZ, AWK CTLA-4, PD-1 5
TIM-3 877 Al GBI #% T 40 FEE, 0% Meb 181E
POZER I T 40 M s B2, $& 5 T 20 A= A7 2 i
Mib 3858, $RESZEH RIS,
3.2 IR 4 AR T R

B 2 P TR ) 52 AR A1, 28 1 745 4 e BR 7
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A T AMFER. ERM % 10 (IL-10) AIEEAL i 0, T BIEE kv s FE NK 20 i m] DAY/ ok s

A KB B (TGF-P) S 40 Thl 40K 135 4k, AH N
FI 4 PR AR & St TB B dh v, VR YT 0]
BRA B FEABE Meb YL, W] R H L5 WA G
U 4 M PR 7~ TL-10 /) CD8™ T 4HM, #57E Mitb &K
LM IL-10/TGF-B 3@ 2 0 ol 2 i Mieb (F1is B B,
3.3 o INEIET TR

Tregs At RF RPEMT ZE R CHEIEGIM, B
WA AT 0 AR (R A R DR P e B, FR
A NGER . BLE R Tregs RIAKVAEIESN
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