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Applications of microfluidics in sorting and

enrichment of circulating tumor cells

WU Li-Li, LU Gui-Hong, ZHANG Fan, XIE Hai-Yan*
(School of Life Science, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Circulating tumor cells (CTCs) are those cells that shed from the primary tumor site and enter into the
peripheral blood. The accurate detection of CTCs is critical for the early diagnosis and treatment of cancer.
However, due to the extremely low concentration of CTCs in blood, enrichment has been regarded as an essential
pre-treatment step for efficiently detecting CTCs. Among the numerous sorting methods, microfluidics has shown
the potential to efficiently isolate and detect rare CTCs. The advantages include low cost, high throughput, and a

small amount of sample. In this paper, we review various methods of microfluidics used to separate CTCs, analyze

the advantages and disadvantages of each method, and discusse the development trend in the future.
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L T BRI R A
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BRI EHIZ AR & CTCs, FE& K
AN ARG, FERRL, @R HRAEREE, A
PLmai g, SRR E . ks CTCs i 41 i
R A s R B B 22 0, S R A i s 4R
CTCs LR 73 MR (B 1)« —RAEWETTik,
‘BT CTCs AL L 2 TRy 7 2k 2 3 R IA AN
TR I, EEAA] CTCs A4 i 2 A] — L&
YRR S5 22 0 AT 0 B, BRI dm RN B
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PR AN S, AR EORAE S Z IR ST S
SR =SSN N v e PN AN b R N L
5 W T E R T Be, 3k T 4 A SR Ak
R, ¥ Z ) CTCs 13 L4455, Tseng 25 " HfF 78 151t
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MR\, ] oy A7 Ik R AR B DR R 0K A5 4y - E R
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e NI RE, FEREGUK IR FIL B =1L
{135 P BURPE SR A ) PIPAAm, 4R 5 DABE B 5 Al
N R AR I B A W) R A B P EpCAM HiAk 5 E
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37 CIF, AWE ALK PIPAAmM f 4= 4 % 5 B A1
KX IR EE(E R, SCI CTCs (3R, MEE T
B %] 4 ‘CHF, PIPAAm 45 FE TP IR, fHifg
Pt EpCAM Hifk A B FR AR 1, 58P CTCs IR
TP 2 T ARG W S T 368 3ok s i {6 R bt S
X CTCs FI# SR FIRE S, HBE M) CTCs fRFFIR &=
v 1

EARIX TR 7T C 2B TR Z R, (22
H T 401 if 2 181 1 238 EpCAM $70J5 1) g Fr 284 TR
5T EpCAM )43 ik & £ E AR R AE D H g (AR
S BB I 45 e ) A3 B T R AT A £ R 1,
AN TP - PUA A AR, A% R I e A 1 45 14
FESHURRERERRE L, Kk, BEIfEam
MaP R AN, ZERIERC /At nT LA 3K CTCs. Sheng
2 PRI T — RO A, AT AR A
T 5.9 IR, FIR, ARCT —RREE S5 A&
PEIKES 9 L% 28 B (CCRF-CEM) 4 5 1 45 & (% 1
ERCAE, R Z AR IE R B e A R T, T
X CTCs BEATHEFMERIF . 12005 F 043 35 3 i T3k
2 nl/s, JrikEEIL 95%, k4L 81%, HAb
B 1 mL i R 1 A A AL 7 28 min, IRAIKA]
R 10 AN 40 i, B AR R R U,
HAHFRFH CTCs JE PRIk 93%, (HT#47 5 8250 #7
Shen %& ! 7F NenoVelcro it 7 a7 3k —5
MIEERT, TEREGUREIES] i DB RfE=R, [
I, FIH Cell-SELEX 57 AR i it H Ge 8 15 J 1 45 &
E /)N 24 0 fit 968 4 il (NSCLC) A% BR & IE A&, I 4%
ESERR A R AL, AR I8 I A ) 2R B B S A
RMFEFML S, BERER I EITEREYIR LR
T, I P NSCLC #EAT 20 ik s fE. S22y
S0 R G S A /) 4 s 6 R fE R N A 7 R )
AbFE R TR, 45 SR8 CTCs 7R e 38 4k
I i A (2~26 A /miL), i 7 fe g R
AN R N o ESIR

RUE IR o BT T R S5 M E 4 i & 42
CTCs B} #BHUAS T 1R 4F AR, H 4 3K 1 CTCs
AReE SRR, AMET AT e br. 1k RE A
LIS G5 Ry a] DU I AR deix — 1) B, RS
P A BRI AR H—, A
Lo T3, REBRAVIER A SE i LU R T AL, A e
KA PR SAL R IE B, 7T LAME CTCs S5 HETEHM
BUA S 2 AL 2, BE RS 5 A P R
H =, CTCs fRE i v UE I A S B, 7R 58
PrigfEd, SCICRAVEM BME R —FPds G ik, 7EH

R ER R PUABRIRIER A A5, £C
S RSN G RGP T, R 5 NS
o XA, WEMEM ORISR R AR R E AR T8
Faitgd s B, ERAREANS T, B CTCs AE
5 RG A RE _E B 0 0 B AR BRI I T A R e P A
A, W CTCs 2 RS v, oAt 4 A I B 378 A 3t
H . K CTCs SAREEA M 73 5 s fER IR 52
B, BBy, MG R HRORE S 3R 1 A
Wi, T IS4 Hr. Tang &5 P9 RO 0 Y
Wt 7 — P P AT HES R FE B 2544, TE4b
WL A R, 58K 5 EpCAM 1144 42 1 1)
Fe,O il M A K JokL 51 N3G Fr, R gi pdnt i ot s
RIL CTCs A] K¢ 5 M R0 5T EpCAM Hu 44 1M B2 78 38
WA, JEH bR B S . R R m
94%, i 2R 21 1 240 M T 58 A1 0 3 YRR TR TR
HEARGHESTE (93%), AlESAEAR,

EIRUL B FTIR B — iR B R — R R IE LA S5 1
WA R BR 454 mT ASEBAR 4711 CTCs iR,
EHTEMEA KSR T, CTCs Ha4a
b R - 18] J5ii %% 1k (epithelial-mesenchymal transition,
EMT)?", s A R A P, ik S 8 CTCs 2
IS 5 1, IS A P B ) A B I o T A i
TR, A @ DRI H B (7 CTCs, & 2 AF1E T
Ry R, TRk, BEAEATR H s T A8
F 22 Tl 04k B0 A% 8 & LA (cocktail) SKAS M CTCs.
Brinkmann 2§ *” 4 CTCs 5 #i EpCAM #7114 1 #1
HER2 $iiA RSV T, RE5IN—MiEIE
ORI 6, SBT3 5 PR 40 B 1 v R
k. FIRBNW CTCs nI LALE J5 A7 k47 ZE K 43 #r,
AT ST LA L 53

Fang 5256 55 7E NenoVelcro {0 F FAR 5T T £ Fh
1% T 1 T A4 VR & W % CTCs B 3R B 11 (B 3)R,
TES T R R B Ee i B Eoe iR, R
fEZMAEMFEMILIRIER A S 2 A7IE, Wik 2
PR IERC AR 2 158 . 8 A stk
NGB At R A R AT ARG, SEBL T X SR
P CTCs ()72 843k B, 1% BB\ SO IR & BC
IRA D SRR IR 45 4 B, FERELS i
Bl R SE R TR S 0 A /)N 200 PR s A B ) i 3R . DA
A549 4 Hg £ 7= A2 P 245 PE I AS549 4l il (A549D)
#UbR, {8 SELEX HiAR kG 25 2 Fr s &
HIAZ R & Be AR Aptl AT Apt2, R 5B IX P M % IR i1
e A A5 0 B R N KRR R 1T, A HE S5 PR /N
0 f e S I VRORE AL B i, R ) CTCs
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AT E R AR, I HAE R R) CTCs nf g AT 5 A
I3
1.2 P IEE

BHAE 73 VAR 02, S e S 1k i R I B
CTCs LASMY HAR AR, —Mcds A4ife, % E40i
SRR JE, WS R R CTCs. 18 1 BL ik 2 5t
CD45 Hifhk. fESEPRERMED, Bk bt CD45 ik
SRS WIS MR T, R R g e 1R
SRR EAR Y ODS T 11 BT = o NG NS 7 Tk 0 O e el
14 M v] 551 CDAS HLRs = 1 45 A B S v
CTCs W& Fr, AU . AHECT B 21k,
X AR DL 4 B D 2 AR B M 23 308 2 AN O T
CTCs £ Fr mtEE AWM KRIAKFY, ATHT CTCs
T §gRIL AL EpCAM ()50 E 4. Lustberg
2 P20 i e A v, TERRIR A 1 A 45 A 1B
AL CDAS LR HEER, FEAMMBSAMERTT, Xt
Z Pl E AR I A R I3EAT 7RSI, R S T
CTCs 514 i) 43 5. Toner SZI6 =M 51T —

a) Device configuration

PDMS chaotic mixer

aptamer

;w streptavidin

£

Aptamer-grafted
Silicon Nanowire
Substrate

Single aptamer agent
(Weak capture affinity)

fil “CTC-iChip” & H Y, iZt5 A A UM T il 98 4
Ji TR 47 S M AR B R IE, WA EpCAM KR
EERARIEMI R4, = BOR
. W — RYIMK I riE. BIERE. R
SYEA R, R0 A AR A AT AN, R T b S
T ieyRE 2 B L R A (4. 1o idRR T
i 4§ 3k EpCAM FH 1 & EpCAM [ 14 1) Jit 96 244 ftd
I HBESE 3 — 25 2 T Al M A 1 )5

2 ETYREMRERNTEESR

BT WY BRE I ZE R K R Tk, R IR AR
CTCs A1 ML 24 i 4 B2 % Jo3 (0 AS [ SR BTl 72 8 v
G5k, SEPLCTCs 5iMAn i 7> B . X L) L i
1 22 S AR ILAE CTCs LA 1 R/, 3% B
15T S 1 22 50 LA B CTCs AR AN 58 T8 B fy e
fibo FERMGRTE S A AR SR P B 57 1) 22 52 % CTCs
BEAT R E S, AR TR AR SRS,
HG R8sk g it mAMG. Fem A $RAERE,

Differential
capture
performance

Aptamer cocktail-l
(Strong capture affinity)

Aptamer cocktail-ll
(Strong capture affinity)

&3 {#HNenoVeleroith i 5 % B &AL (K 3K CTCs™"

RBCs, é)latelets, other
components

bloo

buffer °

Red blood cell (8 x 10%ml)
White blood cell (5 x 10°/ml)

&  CTClabeled with magnetic beads (1-100/ml)

Hydrodynamic cell sorting —» Inertial focusing-> Magnetophoresis

&4 CTC-iChip#lisH REE R 5 ik/EE™
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AT DASE I 18 47 3
21 RATEMESR

Yang %5 " #£it 7 —Fh “CTC- A Chip” #2JE
O F B N = BT B RE BN 1 4k 60
pm B H AL 5 pm ESEAF RS, R ERS
M2 R ~FASE, ¥ CTCs BTt A A, I 4 i
DB S A H 85 1o BT AN T e 8 4 i R ThT
PR EMRIFRIE, TR TR R PR EIA (93.7 +
3.2)%, fEAIMARRPHIEEE (91.0 £3.0)%, HHE
i% 200 pL/mine F %6 B 55 AN [R) 238 g 153 1)
A0 JE I ) CTCs #EAT AL, 7E 2 mL 40 & ifi + Ap
far th 2~15 4~ CTCs, Rl REBUER, A 75%.

T R 27 %R CTCs kit i & 5
MK B2, X HE KN CTCs (15~25 pm) Fl
FAIE R ) (5~15 um) FHES, A1 s8R
IR K) CTCs . Ak, Ren %5 P9 &it 7 —Hh3t
T RSF B AR T 22 57 1 22 HEPAT 1l 4 388 18 R 4 3R
JlE % 1) “CTC-HTECH” i Fro 5 Fr 1 6 HEfE &
Mk, BEHEE 40 ASTE A 8 wm RS4RI TE RN BE R
9 30 pm FOF R = A (R HES L AR, 29 hE R 1
MBI E I, i 40 2 7 225 Wi 4 de T I AR
W, TAEL IR 2 I S JFR AR, 4
ik — i b S, A3k CTCs. 44 3 3 H
BN /N R A MR S A4 2 i SR T 21 s A i,
SRR FIE 95% A L.

fiff e PN ) f52F% (deterministic lateral displacement,
DLD) Jii Bt 4] 3= B 4 B A [ RSE R/ 1)
R B, T A SRR SR 22 R T BACKE 87
Tz B g5 M LASEELXT CTCs 4y ik & 5. 18
ShRERME, DLD fERES 2 fAAE — NI 5 5318
2, M ALE DLD okt FEF i sh g, s
DLD FEF1 R AL 7= A AR T, (1S40 B B 1A 3%
422N, BRI, CTCs A& A BCEEMm A, X
Al CTCs AH#C T L4 M ] A8 T 14 9 2, BI#E 5 DLD
BEZIRE AL T, HA AR IR E 1T RE K T DLD
TR BE S (A 25042, TR AR I A2 % 5 I 28
BABHATA M, (5 DLD FEAMiEE G, A
By e S LIRS A N B R o 9717 [ 1 Y ol N1 1)
AR KM AR B B, i R # CTCs Aifl
ARSI B PR, Liu & P 8t 7 — R = MR
FE DLD FEFES F, Al A% B 51 1 4 e s A2 2 A
TRl CTCs 1422 18], 1% =M DLD
R 21 5 4 i ) Al e A oy e, A AR AR T
V4 0 i B A A ) TR 4 B AT oy ik

B4, N 2000 pL/min, H3RE N 95%.
22 NEMRESR

MARFERIR S R R shiny, TR —AN
MIE S EE P RCTATIN T MM B IS s, X Fhis
I MZEIEsh . AFEREREE T WERS A
ANFBEE B Y] J. MM AE 8 R i8R B,
ZBV) IR0 FE A A 40 5 i BE A BLAE L, IX M
HAEH & IR BT J1. By CTCs FfiL
A B AR AR, BT TE 32 25
PEIER I AN, S A0 A6 15 P Aok 200 i 3 o 52 30
ANFE R ATALE, AR AR A B TR R
FHIES F WIBTE A = PR B, S MIRIEE
Park 25 "9 ¥+ 7 “MOFF” & “MS-MOFF” H %
RIS A, %0 X CTCs #H 740 3%, It
HHTIE 100~300 pL/min, J H 433 H 0 40 i A
A AEH S A E T (89%~91%).

N T AE CTCs ik ‘& S UG BEAF 1 38R,
Z W BIBN T S EE MRS . SAES
RIS, AR A A0 R R e 2 BRI RS )
MBSO IIVER, XFR B O ) 2 AR AR iR
ARSI O AR AR 2 i A e A
FIAH CTCs 5 A /= e 2 5, Wit T —&
FURRGE O, TR S T T AR 2 1 AR,
I I 085 Fr 3 3% B 45 CTCs, SZHL T mril & e al
FE o3k .

[ RE 5 T 401k o i SR 3, VF 2 0 A BAAE
O IE W R B KRR E S Fr .
Kuntaegowdanahalli &5 W 7585 Fr Py 5012 i 45 18 %)
ANFEBEREWRR OIHWR AT T ik, kel
90%, [FIRF, FiZG F ik CTCs, f3kFE N 80%,
YHMIE L 90%. Lim S22 Wit 17— R 51 1R
JEEE S (B 5), ST CTCs # Fbrid i AL
Kok g 4
23 FERSIE

FIFH FE U 43 i% CTCs 1 Ji Bt 6 T I v 48 i
IR/ 3R 46 R B %Ak X
ASHFREPUA, A H 540 il sk AR 1
BRI A2 . Huang SZE6 % 76 76 1 40 ik
CTCs Sl i 7 — R AR 7 TAE B Z BN it
(R — AR P o e A L T R A T 3ok 3 T 7 O
(taSSAW)”, 7 it 1A 368 T8 14 0] % JiC B — /> 75 I8 A Ik
A, PR R AR T A A S5 AT R, 3
BEAERE B AL B R R 1 A B R AR, A
JL DA — 5 A B 8 e d T, s A R i 4 A R K /N A
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2 Dean cycle

@ crcs

( Leukocytes

1 Dean cycle

@® RBCs

Microfiuidic
separation

Cross-sectional view

Inner inlet i Outer inlet
0.0 0g
o) 0¢%9

H J [ ]
00080
3 0
i0C 00%°

Inner wall " Outer wall
LR =
0 8000 - Oy -~
).:... L ’.7' e )

> = -
o i

»oo.—o»o’.’_'f e )
*0e 8% Rt

Inner outlet

=
—0Fi e %% 23S
Foos .-Ff 2 ~2!.‘..0’
- - -7-' (
S e P

oy
L S ST

1. Staining + Enumeration

2. Culture of sorted CTCs

o,
96-well plate
analysis

E5 BeEiE S R REE RS RE

JE 48 REIA FIE L T — R D777 s = A AN A
BIE ), R SEI PR 2 1 93 85 o O A 701k sk AR sk
TRACIG , Z % IS T 6 R 2R LG R ) 43
B, AR 10 pm B RER A 2 pm ek H 43 B ok
AT K 99%, 9.9 um (KIFHER A 7.3 pum fER
H B SR AR T IL 97%. B, Kz sk
WA I T N A LA A v 3L e 48 i MCE-7 1)
ari, IR T1%, 25N 84%. 25 AR 7H 5y
LR T AUE AR, ikl IR 1)
6 mL [ 73 B0 K R (1) 50 2 AN/ NS4k 2 1
5N, 4y EE A 1 pL/min #2555 1.2 mL/h, 2
AT 20 5o 4495 20 M 5 1 48 B 42 B8 I v b B A1)
REIAT 8, EARNHRERT 83%, 4iEN
90% LA_E (1 6)°F . Kt 55 AR 430k 15 4% N Tl R
T RR MLV AR BRI, A T ARG 2 B AR
AR I B A TE T AR AL Bt — b i
WEAMEIRAE, EEIAS 7.5 mL/h, fiRZk
86% LA Lk Y,
2.4 YIIEHEFRCTC-clusters

TE A JE I H G A 1 Jie 8 240 L AS 1 DL S 20 B 1 T

Sheath flow

A Sheath flow Sample

Tilted IDTs

*WBCs
Collection

........

F;;f' = de
f F —a— F, b}:"
~—— Pressure anﬁnode-.é%.s‘

-~ - Pressure node - WEBCs

§5 ,

El6 B _taSSAWRER LR & REE
RE ik R
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KAFTE, A L DL f B 44 (CTC-clusters) [1)JE =X
TE4E, HRIHE I CTCs 43 ik & SR H AR 32 B A0
PN B R T, HAE S 5T R B, CTC-clusters 5
RH5 Rm ER, R A R A — 2
Sarioglu 2 B &5t i 40 i 7% 30E A7 A I, 7F Nature
W) bR R T I AIE TAE. A8 wiE T —F
“Cluster-Chip”, J& 7 xf MR HALEE, AT
I 200 JH 3R T R S AR I 3Rk, T SEEN CTC-
clusters {1 = USRI Fh 7 1 4 8 1029 52
P4 2843 BS CTC-clusters, F7EH BT /3 % 1F
TORRE T AR I S B

3 BMREARGEENDEESR

BT CTCs 7316 15 2V, (R 96 41 i A
I 248 B 26 ) 25 5 0 B D 22 S T T )
¥, SRR . 25, CafFRZX
il 22 R R 4540 () CTCs 73 1% & AR A

Wu % BV 7 —Ff “ SCT-Chip ” Sl #2585 1,
R W T — R E AT A T HES B o 25
M, FF B 4544 B 5 10 1E 5o 7 if 4 i e
AL VF CTCs 3@id, [FI fERERRE B T 5t
EpCAM Hifh, B IR T % FE B CTCs 1 43 ik
BE, ST RIS . WiEIA 3 pul/min,
TRk 98%, HmEA P H IR 4E7R CTCs
(ALE, J> T TN, ARORHE S T AT

Ahmed 25 P ¥ i+ 7 — Fh “SDI-Chip” & 7,
R —MET R Z R R R SR ShNA
AT HES HAT — & WURHA FE I = MR, AR
K& Edt EpCAM Hifk, FIH PR Bk g
F0 533 S 5 AN ) A7 7% S B SICEIL T OGEAE o o s
MR R, AR 1L 92%, 4iEIE 82%. )5,
PZ A SCAE B P A5 R At b, AERE R i A
TS E AR B EpCAM Bt R A 4% R 1 i
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