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Single cell sequencing analysis of circulating tumor cells:

a new horizon of liquid biopsy

ZHAO Li-Na, ZHAO Xiao-Hang*
(State Key Laboratory of Molecular Oncology, National Cancer Center/Cancer Hospital,
Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences & Peking Union Medical College, Beijing 100021, China)

Abstract: Circulating tumor cells (CTCs), shed from primary or metastatic tumors, have high activity and
metastatic potential. Due to the tumor heterogeneity, it is challenging to discern the real information of genomic
characteristics of low abundant tumor cells, such as tumor stem cells, by traditional high-throughput sequencing of
tumor tissues. Conducting aggregate analysis of CTCs, primary and metastatic tumor lesions as well as lymph node
through single cell sequencing can compare genomic, transcriptomic and epigenomic differences without the
interference of heterogeneity, and these new technologies provide a new perspective to explore the biological
process of cancer. We reviewed recent progress on single-cell genomic sequencing technique and its applications in
analysis of CTCs in peripheral blood from cancer patients.
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CTC & R A 15 1 (liquid biopsy) [ 5 241 ji 2.
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I8 2 0 P 5 5 M (heterogeneity),  #fd 4% CTC Al fif
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S M SEAR IR A1 I CTC FE (R 2025 S (i 7 3k
1 BhE S B S B 4 A 5 53 AR

Je S o e R MR R A K AR T, i 2R
Gy FRIGTE, HFAH R I o A A A e R R AR A
S, MR RIAECHEE. R8T A
JECE NG AN F R BB, & R (R 1
o IR S o T A iR T e N e R A B
o, AR R 25 5 3k

R, IR S I EH AN [F) 4 PR T ()
Rl 5 2 AN [B] A4 B% 1 i 988 9 5% 53 £ (intra-tumor
heterogeneity) F1 AN [ 57 40 g 2 1] 1) 2k IR 5 R A
ANTEIRE) B4 b8 1) S5 52 P (inter-tumor heterogeneity)
P b A S o PR [R) — g v A7 AE AN ) i e 4
MOV, BEAT SO A0 MR, A SR E0R 4 M A
AN [F) P9 290 i STV 5 1) 6 DR 41 2 (&R 2. AR i
RAL MR BALABMG ST ) A A5 (e s 4.
B R AR S ) A BAH Y Rt
e L, 3 B b R AN B ( vk B 4 i IR i A
MHC 73 1 28 855 ) DL R i 968 248 . 5 i 99 ok 20 555 1)
FAELAE RS M0 bgRa Py S o e ok P8 40 i BE
IR T S o M (R IR 5 Ak R I R AN [ ),
A A S e (A A AN [J] XA R ) 2 50 H
RIIAN, TR P e o P - 25 R A P B AT 2 R 3 558
R & S A R R — e o M2, dndfe i B 3R
BRI 1 R 7 P e R T A P B A TR R S o 1
(PIRE 7T, DL RN A () 5 ) 8 ) fiek 98 4 e B A AR
[ 14 b I8 % R e 7 1) v B 2R 4K (clonal evolution)
W U g ) S S AR AN R, R R IR R
(R R 22 5, I S8 b WP B A R R 1 AR i AN [
JifRg AR 22 AT R, NTITIE 1 R I R TS A [ 5%
i U1 R ) S5 R e SR 0T b Ja 4 i kel 35 R A5 1
FUE AL A AN [R] e B2 A2 AN [R] i g 2 28, DA
P ERE T AN [ Ji g 3 2 0 AN (7] Jirk 98 4 e 7 45 A
U geAh, R ] R S B A R A B e
2 A0 L A 35 S5 ) S TR AR DG, e e ) B
A ASEN BB A G AT 4R . B RELH AR BhoRgiR
TR A M55, B A1 7E R B e o fE R A
HEER

ORI, PR A Rk g, Rt
PL S AN [R5 #% Jt 2 TR AAAE AL G B R 40 A8 7 . RNA
e ME AR RIEESZ )2 M) 2. 2012 4,
Vermaat 25 "8 % H 52 1] “Cancer Mini-Genome” it
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SIS FTELE ) 1 264 AN FEFANE T H AT T
T AT, RIS B 5K I R k2 TA) R
RIHZ 5 o0 . ah, AR, 4EHE
Jei J R ke A F kE B KRAS. BRAF. PIK3CA 9387%
A PTEN %35, VLM EGFR @ ERA B B A 12,
Colombino 25 PV bbb 7 ik B (0 2R 1 SR R .
ek mgh, DAL B K # kt i i) BRAF. NRAS
I pl6CDKN2A [ 5AIRAS, RIVFERE M 45 5 5
R AR = T i ARz SR R b RIS, FLRE A
I Ji g R E A A R B T AR A R FLR e
HER?2 ()35 A g6 vf EGFR 1 98 25 15 i g 5 K
My BRI, DLROR ARSI 2 ) 22 ok 22

iR 4D S5 J 5 e R 2H SR B A A 1 el
DU 3 A 25 SR 2 AR 1 b e 200 8 A ) 6 DT 2H R
fiE, 2 i Je 240 i P S B PR BUE R CTC A g+
Y AR TR B, E Tl A 1 200 ) 2 K] A R A
Fikk. Rk, SKH R 4408 CTC F Ba4n e il i
G3 BT IR IR () A 4 2 b Fe 10 b L

2 fEIAARIEZmAE

CTC & SCAA b8 2835 410 J of b () — B B A v
E. AR MR AR, R AR TR R )
FEEMRREZ —. CTC $H MR 5 HFE K MR
T Kk Bk R AFAE — B EROCR, MM 74 CTC
0 H AR B W] DR RE 1 AR R e ek K T, E
kA0 JE I CTC AT LA 0 e e s Fee (R0 m 45 31
2 R

i) 2 7RI 3L 2 R AR A WL 5 81 S A i g
HAME MAFAE CTC IR G B T A T+ i 28 Jif 1)
BEkul, MM R CTC FERIK, BTWHAE
i, B WM. BEE A FEORIH D, R
T BT B KAT BERI OR 2 SEHR I 12, 2004 4,
K 2GS LR (FDA) fitde 1 TR #s
FLARHE AN I CTC AR P, CE LR i 41
P S . SR EUE. S8R, BlE. B
HUE . S E IR SRR A A 2 R
AN E MR 2] CTC,

2.1 EFMEARNEESEE

AT EE SRR, CTC 1S £+
R 3 B B T4 B 3 T bR i AR AN T A o8
R EEEA. BETHRERRENEEFERIE
T4 & 4E (positive selection) 1171 14: & £E (negative selection)
PIFR SRR, BRI T b 4B %6 B 7+ (epithelial cell
adhesion molecule, EpCAM). £ (cytokeratin, CK)
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SEHUARAIIR. B AR bR SRR R b e 4 B A (22 H
FUa] i 2 SRR 4 1M 40 i CD45 Stk 2 B B 41 .
U1 FDA otk A 7L i A a0 21 e s PR 12 i) CTC
J7 5 4§ B 1) CellSearch & 4 7%, i@ ik EpCAM.
CD45 B A4 ML h EpCAM” 4fiffl, 2:Bk CD45"
1 41 2 Js 4 B8 1 CTC %0 i U2 53 — b
CTC i #E B AR H i 42 & o 14 CTC 442
I B2 R P, o0 8 PR B8 A R I B R A i
(peripheral blood mononuclear cell, PBMC) - 7E 2 &
212 J2 s ) A HE i 4 EpCAM $it Ak A gk 1)
TRz &, CTC # EpCAM ikl sk 4t & T &
Jv TR, T G A AR B A i B AR .t CTC-
iChip 2 7,

CTC 4% € EZ R R 76 Gtk AL
%42 (fluorescence in situ hybridization, FISH) Il RT-
PCR 4415 JIRLS 53 85 1) 41 L I A 1% 40 M 22 e % %
et P EpCAM', CK' fll CD45™ #7, HA Y
AR AR, 5 R A G R R AR 45y |
ﬂéﬁ E/\] CTC[2,28-29] .

2.2 RIFMEMMEN EEEYFEFY

AP I CTC 2 — P A 7 o M 1 i e 4
AN A b Jeg SR s ) CTC R b E AR KA —,
5P AN B R ] #E A (cluster) 5. BF7E KB, b
JA L HH 30 CTC A& b B SRV S A Jir 8 T2 ke 1 5 3471
B9 A1 i CTC AT LA [ B 38X e 3 385 o 8 D
AN B b (g R i e A K B 5 CTCs 2 B0 %
FER MR T4 bR &, e B A A L3 CTC
A e g it g B

R CTC I PR = L EZAH LR JLF. (1)
CTC EAIE IR M TNM 73 BA S 2 kb 78 . 2 T
FI5RE R TNM 73 IEAE VR 2 A2, 2007 4, CTC
% 5 5] 115 PR B 98 2% 2= (American Society of Clinical
Oncology, ASCO) £ # 4 i e b E ¥, A& Jy il 8
TNM 70 AR B Z b 7n . [FEF, 2017 42 K A6 15 8

hiz 3 [ e i Bk & 2% 1 2 (American Joint Committee
on Cancer, AJCC) F. JIf ¥ i ik 70 B F M & 1
CTC =3, I PRI 3L g S0 if. CTC = 5 4>/
7.5 mL, I R 591 5L IR g A0 & i CTC =1 4> /7.5
mL SORTUS A R, IEHRACT A T M. (2) 57 3
AR S A W CTCs A] B 248 7 Mo 5 35 XE T
[N, CTC # H 8 TH a8 7 OV 22,
MR B AR I B CTC $2Rfil e AR, A
J7J5 CTC BB H I 2 5 s & R ARG, (3) i
FMIREANMEAIRST o FERE IR A R RS R M
Y B A7 AE £ 57, L CTC 443 B 55 77 (ex vivo
culture) W] DAAS WU 245 M) B80S, AR 0 L 1 AR ) 27
R E MR T R P (4) HEREE R AR
T, R R R MR B SR T E R . H AT
For Ul fop e S ¥ 1 7 vk R R AR U7, EVER
15 3 HEER I SEAR 5 T3 1 1 M LI ) I 6 7 24 7K ~F
() SR e . E i m R R R
S5 N CTC B H 51k, v R
IR R, NIRRT IR AL T e

3 BRYRRRSIERN A

3.1 BYARAIE

HTAMNE I CTC J& THA 4, — S E5 5
AP e T7 %, e GO A1 B 3 146 v (fluorescence
activated cell sorting, FACS) & & CTC L4 43i% .
F T CTC .40 M 43 36 (1) J7 ¥ 32 B AHE WA 7
VR WORE RSy iE7% . DEPArray fil CellCelector
FIERGE (K1)

SRR AE 73 3% 72 (micropipette isolation) A& 7E 5
A T, BRI M E RTS8
FREAI A A3 B, A R T s ) B A Ak
% FEREFVREI, AR TP a0 M HERA IR, A
B, EAERC, BEL, S5 H 40 HE B
4, &M TR RS R E bR R R 5 5

=1 CTCHEAR N IL T R E

IETTIE SPIENT B FR AR R SEICHR

AR i MRS HSMAI B K M. BRUARIREE R, EER, BXE [33-34]
FI4T i AL 57 1%

(C ke st 1)) 0k E AT Db s e HoOEEE. RNEBUN, A, AIRELRE [36,43]

23 1) 5 A G e

DEPArray /it £24i  CTCEN K Witk FAB RARUN, AFEBAN [7,39-40]
AP I 43 5 s AL CTC

CellCelector 7}k &4t CTCEIN Mo UREHYIIRIETE . R R AR = [42]

PEm FER D




66 AR

H30%:

Al H T4 CellSearch 5% MagSweeper £ A & LE A 1%
AR Ak O R i B 43 112 (microfluidics)
A5 TR A B HORBIR, — 2 58 B 4i i 7
We. ZUE SR, 0 Fluidigm () C1 41 4™ B 4%
I (RO R T SERL 96 AN A4y IE ) RN
BN (TR R, DR AR ) T G
MG 5 R 52 00 /N 552, R X R AR BRI 48
Al R AR, O AR & P, DEPArray 47 ik
% 4; (Di-Electro-Phoretic Array system) #& & M VR &
i O e R S N (I R Y S B i D 1/ bU
PEICHR LT 4y e 40 M T HAL, AN S b
TR R “ L7087 i3k, PR TT S EOR
TR 3 e R BRI B i iR B B8y B AT
hr B, BTGB P DUE RS 8207 i B
BREONFERC . BRI (X 14 L), AR LR
ATEERDEEHE CIC oA ReH R4 nik, oH
T FLIRIE AN 45 B CTC gk P i 7g 4,
CellCelector 43 i% 5 4t & MR G A MO A 75 B 4 A 24
M B3 ik &40, it 2 Diedlas N R4 H 3k
Z L2 A Y e B DA S R AT B ik, BRI TS
Blbksr & H i gn i sl v i, AFEmgn g t, wrsk
I WS AN M 502 AT A i A3 RN L Ef g B2
32 RS ERFEEY 1

YA N DNA & 81N 6~7 pg, ARETH 24
FEDR AL 2 i 75 1) DNA & &, 75 B SR i i 4
FERIAH HEAT m DR L i RUOR TG i 22 1) 2 R 2 97 3
RRHY HEH AR (whole-genome amplification, WGA)
(R0 R ARt T B M 56 LR ZEL 0 PP B R a2 9,

BT PCR ¥ 14k, HI kAL 4t PCR 45 5+ 5
Ve BE AL S PCR 4 38 %, G0 51 P fi 2 PCR
(linker-adapter PCR, LA-PCR). 5| #)#E# i3 1% PCR
(primer extension pre-amplification PCR, PEP-PCR)
T I FEAZ R 51 %) PCR (degenerate oligonucleotide-
primed PCR, DOP-PCR) %5, fiftik 1 BEALS]P1IR K5l
JIEANE] S B PR B AS S AR EOR P 35 55 7] 44,
EAE T G =8 i FEAR HAN I 5] 33 i 22 A0 55
fr B DR GRS AN R, A W] e il B A% 1R A
(single-nucleotide variation, SNV) 5 5 BH £ f 1)
ﬂﬁ‘) [45—46]o

% B #1975 (multiple displacement amplification,
MDA) ¥ FHBENL /N AR N 51 Y, FFEEE i Re 715
P B0V o R0 B B S MEBER 1Y) 929DNA KA B, 1R
30 CHEsEmcy 48 W, SR &R, REZRINI
RS 1 I BENL S| P SR S &, B IS @29DNA 5

& AT DL i LA EE, B BOA ) 5 DNA
VRO RS — 20418, 2L BOIREE M, 58
TR Y4, RATE R 5~10 kb (538 1 v B.
MDA J2& & FH I A g e B R A 38 7, BT
m HI A WERRTEL . T, (AR SR AR A
RS TR G AR T R A w2, B
RS AR e SRS AN S A I DL
(copy-number variation, CNV)P>*!, ¥ & 47 14 J7 ik 7
MDA [yl Bt — B ok, il By 14 15
(microwell displacement amplification system,
MIDAS) i it fftii 428 43 AR D> S REAARRR, - AT Jik 2>
G w22, AR N THRRR AL BT AN R
Y R S DR L TR B 38, AT o 398 s B by — i PO,
H A AFE R Y1 (emulsion whole-genome amplification,
eWGA) K5 [KI2H DNA v B 7 HiON 5 T+ 2k FLAG U
o, FE R A, A SR B 25 AT A B
A, D> Ty RO T R A E . Ea
MDA #Et, ZITERIE T =8, e 1 HER
A 43 #E 2 BY. Picher % B 7E MDA R4 51 A
DNA 5|l Thermus thermophilus PrimPol (TthPrimPol)
W E IR R A, 7T R AT DNA B 12 46
ASE A Th B, 1% WGA J5 i #% fir 4 79 TruePrime.
L 546 MDA fHLL, &5 EY e ER N, e
P BUEAG, 0D B 4G DNA BRI U E
o ATIEE SRS — b, HEIMESE R, ®

AT CNV 438, IeAh, TS LRI 2% (allelic
dropout, ADO) i& & ) SNV £t H &, SNV &l
PHAEZEBEAR. MDA S 3 rh i B #od 12 25 T2 Ui &
& (chimera), 1H&Z7iEAKIRT 029 fHE & Hih
Y, FRL, SR AR SROF g .

Z HIR K - LG Y1972 (multiple annealing
and looping-based amplification cycles, MALBAC) »&
— PR YL AR IR R YT S THR
7= ARSI s, PR U T B SR 5 1) LAY 1 3 —
A, IORIE R T R B Erd i, A
SRAEIR 8~12 R, F=AE e AR AR A B
TAZITERNRENEY I, @5 T mE, B
. SEIE T ONV RN, (H i T H AR ) Taq
DNA RE W R EVEAC, (&R SNV A I b BH 1 26
B (Z9H MDA = 40 %)™,

B E T8 N 2R 49 1872: (linear amplification via
transposon insertion, LIANTI) & 4 7 5] A 455k % it
) Tn5 B 7, Hh 658 T7 B8 7 A b5
Rl AH 4, k1T 38 0 A oh S e 2 1t 4 38 v T4
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RNA # DU, B8 J5 38 1 5 % R 3 — 8 & T B
LIANTI §° 381, HTCEME. 5HAY 7%
LG, ZITVEE M LA — A RTE, BRI T 5
37 JE= [R5 2R SR AR PR P 3 B,

FLZH L N DNA & 275 pg %l Fr DALEY 3
Hh AR S ST Lok B PR AR AR 2 1 T e DLk
Ry 1S, NAAETE. PEURR&4 T 8RIE
FHEhE .

3.3 BYAfESEEENF

FAZH PRI 43 A AR e 36 [ 22 AR e AT 5T
ORI SR S2Ih 5 T 2011 AERF R Yo H R —48
M7 (next generation sequencing, NGS) V- &5 i #5 454
Life Sciences/Roche. Illumina I Applied Biosystems ]
SOLID #4t ™, s g 35 K 20 15 o S i i
FEPI A B AT, 0 RS R A S P
SCPER BT « G  BEATLAT 7 DNA /)
B Runfg &, AL 4k AT PCR &3 45 0 72
PAFP TR SR, SCPEWR FEFNY 1Y v B A i s & 4
JE AT I .

R i A R ZH 0 R 0 i B AR R AR 5 NGS
FABL. B S, xR AA T HLEE BEAT I B I PR I
FiEE, RJE, KRS EOE Eex 2 S B KA
FEXTAE R FE AR T2 . BT WGA 7 K 1) 78 55 FE A1)
—HIE B E R, B R ETUC R, XL IR S
TEAT A o A Ak B 3 T T SR A% SR 4 T v e P
£ S 1 A D kol A B R A€ R WA R A
A 35 SmashCell. Velvet-SC A1 SPAdes %5, X L& &
YR H P EMAEMEEE T —EEE LR T
3G R I 78 5 B AN — IR ), RS S i A A
Wi (s 5 PV, L it I DR 4 RE AR (A
RIHEAE A BEE L 5B A5 R EE A
HLAERAE T VLS CNV Hl SNV 25356 [F 41 45 #3545
Bo Hrh, SNV GF B AEsd A . BERFIRAE, E
T 3K e 5 [R] 2 445 K A S R R B R K ) R R R A 4
WREY, ERTLLT AR R A R AR

4 TBIFBIE LE AR S 4R A

CTC fE MR it eI B ARG, SEAR IR &
&AM I CTC F 20 i 4= 52 R AL 00 P o0 B A B 3 5
PR R R AR R s G PR e B A R 24 45 ]
RN, TR TR A A K Jee O B 3 TR ) A2 5
RBUHT I SRBNEE LA, T AR e 1) e R b Yt e L kAL
B, AR 2 R 2 8] S R PP A 22 5, I
AR S M @ A I 3RS S ROE

AT, RAN TARYE B —iE A AT R 2 R VR IT
AR, Tz T 5B B W Va7 ik R
TG PN AN 2% &, (i gk roRg I RS HEVR YT, N
Ji IR B 12 W RIS i it — A R AR N R A T v
(% 2).
4.1 {eEmERESE

S VE 2 Bt F0AE 5 40 B 7K~k A Sanger I 7
8 NGS J7v: il CTC HhRe g LRI RAR, & 3 i 8
R TE] A K [R) — i Jeg A 2 o i S R, A
Sanger I & 48 7~ FLIRJE CTC 2 Ja], LA J CTC 5k
2 PIK3CA J: R R 1) S AR K. b4k,
AR YE CTC  TP53 R R4S, KIL CTC 7R
P U, L E T R, RIURFK CTC
B BRAF. PIK3CA F1 KRAS Z5457 R84, N fAfE
AR TR E]— MR N BRI bR e Bt [FIRE, &
X SN BEAA 2R W BRAF AN KIT 57280 7 )3 CTC
g 20 293 2 1) ELA v B S i v

WA, e A e PR AH N R B R R R 4 R R
(array comparative genomic hybridization, aCGH) $%
AR, FEAFEFAKFRE S CTC d1 CNV 48 7
I8 3 6 LR CTC #E4T aCGH 2) i R B, M R
BRI AN E B3 CTC H CNV A8 5 B A & 5 57
PE, $E78 nT AR CNV AR S 458 Xk — 20 0 L e b
HE T — T B S E M. PR A
Jeb 25 22 PRI ) CTC A 20 i 4= 55 DR 2L 0 e AF 0
B, F—B&EKARRCTC BA & E B4
H CONV A2, 1 AN [F) b LA S AN (] g 2 2K Y
( it e At gt ) AH IR )R, CTC B CNV &2 57
BAZERBOR. 5 EREFAREL, AR & CTC
1 ONV B 2%, 7R CNV vyt —4
A e 4 AL Al Y
42 BRI REFEHLE

i 9 R e R A M B I R A, i
CTC #2057y Hr CNV 2545 2 XA B 1 1 i
il 67 55 7% (R . Heitzer 25 B B aCGH 7E 5 411y
FERIZH KV 0 b 1 45 B e I k. B #% 4 CTC
HR) CNV 22 5, R CTC Hh & 5 e ik
JEANERL ILARF ) CNV A8 5, 58 CNV 48 5,
Lohr %5 ™ 3% 4 10 {51 #h J& ifn & £ I ) CTC {55 55
PERT I IR, o Sl o) JHG g o R ek R e A% A 4.
ZUREARAE TAHMNE 2T 8. EBR R &I T
10 MRy “RIHRA” AR, RSP R T
56 MR R BRI, IEFE AN
B4 157 20 N LLE CTC W #E #5851 iR
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