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M2 macrophage polarization and the related diseases
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(Shanghai Institute of Biochemistry and Cell Biology, Chinses Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200031, China)

Abstract: Macrophages are essential in innate immunity and play a significant role in host defense against infection,
tumor, metabolic syndrome, asthma, and tissue repair. Macrophages are affected by the local microenvironment
during the development of these diseases, and could polarize into M1 or M2 macrophages, which express different
genes and reach distinct functional state. M1 macrophages are crucial for pro-inflammation, clearance of pathogen
and antigen-presentation, while M2 macrophages are anti-inflammation, anti-parasite and promoting tissue repair. In
this review, we summarize the current understanding about macrophage polarization, the key signaling proteins that
regulate M2 macrophage polarization and function and discuss the role of M2 macrophage in the related diseases.
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EWE4H Y (macrophage, M) &HLUIAEF G R
Gih B S G, T A SR B AT A A R A B
S P RV L D DL AR R i i B R4 S5 07 T
R 20 6L R 1) 5 A AR N BT PR A, 1T
PUR KB 4B T (Th) 410l s [, EWEgiA
REREUR & A1 & A1~ 4R (chemokine)
S, LR BRI DR R IR R AR R AR DA &
W E R R EE EEZEN. EIE, %
JA IR B RE i, BRI B R R A K
A AR, R BSOS 2R 4T, B EE M1 Y B T i
(classically activated macrophages, AMs) Fl1 M2 4 [ I
Y1 i) (alternatively activated macrophages, AAMs)!"™,
M1 Y B B A SR R RE T, RE g W R R R T
(proinflammatory cytokine), Ff3# 58 3 W 14 G 7% P
1M M2 7Y R 20 o A4 98 T A P ) 545, ANNAE
PUAFAE S BN P B A, AR L 0
IR RARE R RIEEEEER Y, HEIE
Wi £ JHE %) 52 24 P, A S A2 S R o M2 R 2 i
P EEHLH], S AL —LE AP T ) Dl g

1 EREZRRR LSBT

W 2 0 e 5 e AE B ME S I TE B MES i
B AR I AR T R, BTS2 LB ) A
L EAG B B R B RE T, R R A R O
ME&. BEJE, &30k B2 40 fi ol ik 2y v TR —y
(interferon-y, IFN-y) {i¢ 3F 5 Wik 41 ff ¢ 148 5 2 1) & 22
HEUH M E A 4K 11 (major histocompatibility complex
class II antigens, MHC-II), /383t )i 2 328 68 77 ATk
A SRR, P 2 R & T A
T, WsRE MR R DI RE, RI& ) M1 AL B
i . A EBRAE, Th2 B T 40005 W E A
2 -4 F1 13 (interleukin-4/13, TL-4/13) 1K 0 24 A
A5 o — Pl 5 TFN-y 5 1) B 40 i 22 52 4 AH
FRPIR A —— BRI ) & E 1) M2 B B g e, Hofe
=71k CD163/206. F5 % IR 1 (arginase 1, Argl).
Fizz] (resistin-like-at)s 41 % [~ IL-10 (interleukin-10).
TGF-B (transforming growth factor-p), A& % 57 4
Hb 8 5 S K (1) H 8 B 52 A& (mannose receptor,
MRC1), HEREABIRIE R DRt AgUe g Y. W&
WEFE R IAS IR S N E R4 i B A oy 2B, & T
T T B i B M1/M2 BRI .

2 M2EEREZRRATRZ AL
ELEA MR VR T BE T2, R B A A

JEIEN M A TP T P S R A ,
PR A 0 R W i A R A S A 1 G A g
E A4 AT A A 52 56 o & B, Toll # 32 44 (toll like
receptor) AL {4 ( Wl lipopolysaccharide, LPS, fI§ % )
AT IFN-y AT DAk B R 4e M ) M1 BSR4 s M2
R A ) R R A Rl OB A 1, LS TL-4/
IL-13/IL-10/TL-3 (interleukin-10/3). STAT3/6 (the
Janus kinases (JAK)-signal transducers and activators
of transcription 3/6). IRF4 (interferon regulatory
factor 4). {4 PPAR-y/5 (the peroxisome proliferator-
activated receptor-y/8). microRNAs (miRNAs) 5.

IL-4/IL-13 45 ¢ Wi 41 i 3% 1f ) %2 44 IL-4Rao,
i3 JAK/STATG {5 5 i 2 s B Wik 240 i B A4 ik
M2. IL-4Ro fitd A ik B AE T 2 8 0 IR Ak, 41 53
JAK1/JAK3 58 JAK1/Tyk2, {#i STAT6 #% filf iz 1k 7f:
T RCE I — 5844, {2 IRF4 AN, ¥ M2 M E
WG 2411 ) A S PR IR ) TL-4 JE 3 STAT6 1] LW
Yl i %215 MIG (monokine induced by IFNy) % [4],
I TL-4 4b 2 8 2 STAT6 f) 1 Wk 41 i, AS fig 4100 ]
MIG [k ',

Fihk, IL-10 455 2 IL-10 Z R E &5, i
& JAK1/STAT3, il fig 4 5 5=, i Jed S8 A6 1A -7
(tumor necrosis factor-o, TNF-0)). /1% -1 (interleukin-
1B, IL-1B)~ IL-12 (interleukin-12) A1 IFN-y f¥) 7= 4=,
{23k M2 B s e (H &, 2 TIL-6 Rl IFN-B i
(Y] STAT3 &I 2 3 B fie K MR A, 1IL-3 thn] DLE i
STATS {12 33 M2 (1) #% 1k ", SOCS (suppressors-of-
cytokine-signaling) X% 1t [A] 11 15 JAK/STAT F& 1,
{HAIRE ) SOCS 7315 - EL W 41 i iy il Ak B AT AN )
MIfEH, EMgifishk SOCS2 5, I STATI &
PEMGSE, 21F LPS 551 M1 At 5 T B k2 sk
% SOCS3 J&, HAHITF STATG6 (G M2 #ft 1,

£ IL-4/IL-13 &b 3 () B Wi 48 il 1, PPAR-y/
PPAR-§ ik & [ JI, PPAR-y/PPAR-8 u] LAl IL-4/
STAT6 L [FEIMEA], IE/RBIAT M2 (&AL, A0
i M1 7Y G4 i 4 A B PPAR-y B4R Y B
A EE A M2 BURR AL, Xt /2 PPAR-y J [K] 81 [
/N BRAE i IR AR 2y AR NP R B ZR T 52 1) B L
JE Rz — 1,

2 P RS G AN MR A R IR SR A 855 3 Y HIF
(hypoxia inducible factors) ¥4t 255 E M40 H K
fhidFE . HIF-1o #1415 5 iINOS (inducible nitric oxide
synthase, 75 A4 1 — S AL & & BB ) #9722, et
M1 [FERE 5 1 HIF-20 5 3 3KIE K Argl, 454 iNOS



EA]

B, S5 MR EEGH B AL SO SSBR HIE T R 885

HIJE Y L- M & R (L(+)-arginine), ¢ 5+ P4 # #l NO
A, FIF M2 2 B WA A A i

It 4, IRFs (interferon regulatory factors) A~ ¥
FE TFN AR HIE S @ B 3R, e B
FIRRAC TR R AE EE/ER . IRFS AT M1 AL E N4
f % 4k, T IRF4 AT M2 %4 E g g fg 4% 40 17
il fn, EE A AR AR RO O™ A B9 Tmjd3 (jumonji
domain containing-3) fi£ i H3K27 (histone 3 lysine
27) WAL, FEIRFA MmEmEE, FT M2 HME
W 4H B A K Jmjd3/H3K27/IRF4 B )5, BG4
KA [ M2 BUARAL .

AT AL R BT, miRNAs 7E B g 40 fg i 10
ot R R WA ER] . £ LPS/IFN-y 53 M1 U 5
Wi 2 i ik #2 1, miR-27a. miR-29b. miR-45, miR-
125a. miR-127-3p. miR-146a. miR-155-5p. miR-
181a. miR-204-5p Kix LTt 5 78 M2 B B W40 i 1)
WAk #, miR-125-5p. miR-143-3p. miR-145-5p Al
miR-146a-3p JA T, 1fi miR-26a 1 miR-193b &
ik A 20, ST miR-155 f#EIE, Aktl (serine/
threonine protein kinases-1) g [ Ft) 05 41 B A6 1)
AR M2 2, T Akt2 (serine/threonine protein kinases-2)
1] - MR B R R OGR4l i R SR A O/
EBP (CCAAT/enhancer-binding protein B), {2t M2
(7% B ;7 LPS 5 5 (1) M1 &Y B W40 i 7, miR-
155 F£ik LTk, #0#] C/EBPB &Ik, 1> M2
A bRIC 5 F Argl BI3RIE, {23 TNF-a. IL-1.
IL-6 Z5A4H ¢ M1 BYAR b ic o (7= A 20 iRaE Al
HCV (hepatitis C virus) $ i 2 5] & 5. #% 41 Jf2 miR-
27a R IETHiE, T ECRZAMMBIE . M2 HAk B
JIL-10 srid 2 B,

3 M2EERRMAaS

FRAE M2 W5 24 Bk AR 1 15 5 937 AU R 0 B4
B0 N, ]k — 2P 4l 4y M2a. M2b, M2c
M2d PO A B

1L-4 1 TL-13 5 39610 1) 15 5 40 1) M2a i 4k,
FIEW =K IL-4R. CD163. CD206, 77/
fBHF CCL24. CCL22. CCL17 fil CCL18, fH%5ng
PR 11 K 2 B (eosnophils) W& B P4 K 41 f (basophils)
A Th2 40 fg B0 M2b B W 40 g | TL-1. LPS F
REEEMBEITAE, S5 RERA, AERIL-1.
IL-6 fil TNF-o., tHEESM I CCL1 BT 1% T 41w
( B Treg)®”s IL-10 Al TGF-B % 577 4 M2c %Y [H
UM, 43 CCL16 A1 CCLI18 1 5E W R Mk 41 il A1

F B3 (naive) 0 T 40 2, M2c % I 41 il % A
FRRIRIMAZAK, W RAGE. CD163 il CD206 ; th
SO R E I MM T, BHE IL-10 A1 TGF-B, #
Hil s N S HHLEE MR EE. M2d B
16 &1 JH0 1, % S 988 AH ¢ 5 41 Y (tumor associated
macrophage, TAM), %I A IL-10"VEGF", fti% S
M AR, Rk R 4n i A & P

4 MABEIEMES&ER

ANTR] P AR 2R 55 R B 4% Ak T % 0 4 A
e M2 B2 s Sy — 7, ARG M2 BB
MR AELH BB 2 o SRR IR G . ARSI |
W7 it DA% Ji g S5 T R FEAVE FE AT R DGR < I B
TNE PRI o
4.1 HARREE

145 J5 IR 1 R A0 R EE AR A O M2 B
EWRgufE, Br 7IERBRRIEE, TR RIEZ A6,
R 3 e A K TR 1 A2 3 Rl 41 448 4 i 39 5 e Ifn A AR
B U0 TGE-B. I N B2 A2 K FlF (vascular endothelial
growth factor, VEGF) A58 57 4 KK ¥~ (epidermal growth
factor, EGF), CHFHEHAE . 4ifFH LU IGEE,
WENAFERZS P W RDL,  ELVEEH A AT PY /N e
O 24 L R R R XD o R B R Ok A A
F o i S /N 5T 240 P JR 32 B s I AN P RE R 5, AR
TGS, @ISR A, 5] K EWRAE A RIR
T BT MO R A R G % DR e
R i L6 S B B PR A £ i DA M B s S il
IPERT . T M2 BY /0N i J5T A4t B /e A B A A 2 R
PR, FES WA AR AR AT 2
BE . Bl -5 X (ischemic penumbra) i F 5~
A B TL-4 BeAIH M1 BIAE R, TE RIS S M2 B4R
B I 2k PPAR-y WO A G R R (3R 0L, I
FIF B RGN A W T & o0 B, — Bl R 2
¥y, 40— H fZPUILA 2K (minocycline). malibatol A F1
PPAR-y #1577 % #% Z1| i (rosiglitazone) BEFIH] M1,
PR TFAERF M2 T 1, AR I ZH 245347+ E o 4543
HGEIE S AN F T RE, I EL3E 5/ 5% AR 1 5T 48 e
(oligodendrocyte precursor cells, OPCs) [1] 34 48 &

e m /b R A (oligodendroglia cell) # &, &3
$ AU T R B
42 TRIRRRRE

TEVP T TR (Salmonella typhi) F1Z= 4 RF i (Listeria
monocytogenes) <5 41w B YLLK, FAZ 40 A B
Wik 200 L Se AR A e M1 B BRI, BRTOR 2 R
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RE R CAIE BRNAZ R A4, I 51 423 B v g P70
B, &2 RAER T 51 “ RAER T KB,
Ak M S SO & AR WOiRE B A0 R
A5 4>F, Wl STK4 (serine/threonine-protein kinase
4). VEGFR-3 (vascular endothelial growth factor
receptor-3) FH 1k ik & ) TLR4 (toll like receptor 4)/
NF-kB {5 518 A JRE SO 5 5 240 Lt 2 A A ok
M2 AL, DUt 28 E BT IR AR s B L fE s
FERFWE R, B WY M1 A5 PR A B 4
M2 RARE, ERIRAE. SWRIHIR, M2 BB
Y1 o (] )T SRS . (B, S5 AT B (Myco-
bacterium tuberculosis) J& G ML &, & i3 M2 JE ik,
745 PPAR-y I F W 15 B 4 (phagolysome) T A%
AMROS (FETEE )/NO 174, FHE I AR A (foam
cell) TR,  LAZERRAL A 45 A% 18 (4705 B9

A AR UGN, B R 2 2B AR,
R ML B, B M2 B R
bR, M2 Y B A A 3 ) T 4 AR R R
WA AEAL, FRLERIZE I X3 (granulomatous lesions)
T B % 1% B 41 il (multinucleated giant cells). Argl
YE M2 bR 70 1, (EER 7 & AL Pt e ad #2 v
RAE K IVER %, 02 [ B (Schistosoma
mansoni) JE P MUK 5, Argl AT LLA R 4% i) Th2
A F W44k, Th/Th17 A S IE S . INOS
()77 A DA K A B 3R ML () R AR

BRIttt 2 S5 iR gt #E . A
9 8 (syncytial virus, RSV) J& 4L If 5] K& ™ 5 1) 3
R IEFET, IL-4/STAT6 Fi5 M2 7 [0 15 4 i Fr) 4%
T BEIR S JRE AN b J7 2H SUSZ A0 R 5 ad ok A A
AL -2 $H 7] (cyclooxygenase-2 inhibitor), {2t
M2 B SRR Ak, BT A TR 9T B
Yu BT BRT, STATI 3[R BB /N B 7E B el i 7Y
4 fitfi 4 9% 7 (SARS coronavirus, SARS-COV) J5, B
WE 4 M Yml. Fizzl. IL-4. IL-13 (R ETH5, &
B M2 RS WA G %, A HH R M R kR
FIfli 45 4%+ STAT1/STAT6 XU i /1N B 7 /& 4% SARS-
COV Ja, BEWRAMIIFAMIAT M2 th, WA H
BTN ) I TR
43 RiFERR

TENEJE 3 AR /N SRS AR v, R 4 P 2
SR, B BN R AR 20 2K AR S A G B
FEIEH BRI AZ T, AR EWE4HM (adipose tissue
macrophage, ATM) £ Z RPN M2 B, X & [k AW
T2 PR A L 23 W K B 1 IL-4, 4R R M2 B ATM

btk B BEAE AR R A, ML Y 5 40 i 3% i
¥R S, Bl RIS SOERR S iz Y. M
S, FEREREE AR E T FRad R, M2 B E R i 22,
AL TL-10, BHAESRE SN, A2 BE R 5 2R WAL,
AR MR A Zias B AT,
JIE 7 4EL 43R 1 T 7 2EL 28 £ 15 4 A 23 1) M2
RIRRAY, 530k JL oA o e AR gk P FAE DR () ik, IR
UEZH AR Th BERIHL A4 A BT FE ) IE 3 B,

BRACRETIAN, AR PR P (non-alcoholic
fatty liver disease, NAFLD) [ 45 4L i # 2> 5] &2 4F
K& AT (non-alcoholic steatohepatitis, NASH). fii
AR, 85| R AEAL (cirrhosis) FFE (hepato-
cellular carcinoma, HCC). KL WK, B
W A fth 2 53X — i B A2 . ) Kupffer 4 i
FEREHRPE . hRESERE. R
fit. Kupffer 40052 A G IL-4/IL-13 35T, R
b M2, 8T PPARS 4% fif IR 5 S i 5 2= 45T
1 NAFLD™. HHIEH#7R, NO 7] LU T 4 hE
R % AP0, FF Kupffer 40117 M2 #2148 B,
ERNRRE RN, BRI 2T T NO st %
A I NO & Al B (NO synthase) 2 [K] 1] LA ik 2D
M1, HEH0 M2 TR, A/ B 5 S2 I 8 e AR
ZHPT. MY KA 2 1 (vasodilator-stimulated
phosphoprotein, VASP) #& NO {5 ‘5 i ) — 4> G4
3T, PRGBS VASP HH B2 0 T 58 MR i 2R
. (H2, HFmmeir=Am M2 E R4, o
W VEGF. TGF-B. Hx40EibEE -1 (monocyte
chemotactic protein-1, MCP-1) & 1k [Fl F 52 & -2
(chemokine (C-C motif) receptor, CCR2), X #& /%) -F
5 PRI T4 Al BEAEH, K25l R4 BT,

KRR 2 W) — PR AT YRR,
FHIEAENEE 1 B 552 (apolipoprotein B-lipoproteins)
T BAE K BB ik i e P B B A5, #kE
EHA B REANR RS SEUNE N 4R ThEe &
Bl BERCARER 1, 85541 B 4 M gk N\ I R
3 EVEAR Y, B OIE [ B T RS K R A B
¥ BRI P 7 AN B O, R T R TR R R B,
M2 Y W 4 B £E B Ik 58 45 B A 7 A B R
T IL-4 B AL 0 M2 7 L 4 Jif 3% 3% CD36 {2 i3
iK% B g B B i, RIE 15- IR A & B8 (15-
lipoxygenase) {2 2E LA 40 BT B, 31X A2 B IR R A
T AL R AE O ar IR 0 S — T, M2 B
YHHR 5 Wh TGF-p CABH R4k AR MR I kA2, $KPish
ik ik BT B AN IR BT ER T R Y. N B R A AL
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B, S5 MR EEGH B AL SO SSBR HIE T R 887

(apoAl) FEFRBRIE 1) /INR, % 5 51 K 30 ik ks B 4L,
i, AHNIHE, VESHET ANJRN apoAl — &, HEHE
D R B A B A g, BRI, Uk
BB PERE AR (R RE A, fRREE B AL
M1 7Y 5 20 P e/ F M2 R I 4 3 2 R R
XA ARTIL T M2 B 5 A 6T T 20 ik e 1 R A 1 3
HRAEFT 1,
44 THEMER

BN & — P oA |z B A e, AR
2T B T e R AL T SR XA
M1 B W5 40 5 50000 7 B AR R SRR IR T 45
7 9, — My M2 B AN TR BN PR 5 R i
ER, FERICAHALUEE A H LTS ER

E2, &R M2 2 E WA 2 5] A I )
U N . 7 il B 2 (Aergillus fumigatu)
7RG BN R, EER A M2 B R4 i
SN Ml A R E A, DL R R DURR ) 3
%, SRR, MmiEEREEE A P (serum
amyloid P, SAP) i# T 521k FegR M S HIME S, EIK
STAT6 f1iEft, f# M2 B E RN Argl F1 Fizzl 1)
IKOFBRAK 5 Xt/ R 3E4T SAP AbEE, BN FSHH SAP Tl
ARFR R LA M, RE B BRI S 1 M2 B S E4E
s R I B U N, A RGRIT SCRE R .
MR AL MIRET (Abx) ZbFE/NER, 251 K& 7 iE LA
A B SR 8 (Candida species) AT B &
AL, M9 h0 MK HT 51 B 2 (prostaglandin E2, PGE2)
IR 2N M2 BSR4 A, 3k 1T 0 2 P S ik
BOVE ROE S s 7 % (cyclooxygenase) 111 il
71) BT =] T AR (aspirin) A1 %€ 3K 4 (celecoxib) FI il
PGE2 &, M£xiii/b Abx 4b B /N B P GE M2 A
AT R AR Ak, Js R R S 1
45 BhE

TEMR M R AE R RIS FE R, BRI 4H
il (TAM) 5450 17 T #l Ak B M2 4. TAM 77 26 /b
& [ NO & P & b (8] 72 4, FF H 40 i LPS
TNF-a. 0 NF-xB, S804 M1 A E L0
[FI, TAM ik k& M2 B B4 ARic s,
Argl. Yml. FIZZ1 #1 MRC1 % "', TAM [ M2
WAL G, 2y A/ B TL-12, 724 IL-10 A1 TGE-B,
i TAM MIHTR 88 A8 k5, e &AM T 40 i m)
BETEAN KA AE J7, AR Treg A1 Th2 (938 55, &5
B R ez ik ) B ) . fE S B,
A X [ HIF-1/2 {23 Argl fI@ERIL, 5 TAM
G IHIE R, B2 M SR TAM, BRI 3 R

A KB IE SR AE T 7, M2 B TAM & T 0] Sk
AMGIRE, B CCL LR T . VEGF 2
BEMEEK, UFT MR " BRI, b
& AT AR R S AL, M2/MIT e 2B T
e, Horh M2 2 {3k iR AH OC BT 4E4H B (cancer-
associated fibroblasts, CAFs) HHE-3G 4k, 1 7l 41 iR g
209533 MCP1 (monocyte chemotactic protein 1) 5
B PR G R O IE e e 3k M2 Mtk TR M2 B
TAM FUHG 51 R S 40 PLAR G AH R, -5 BBUM R 1 A

B,

=+
5 IEI\ él:l

EWR 2 B A AR R v I8, X — R AR IR
16 1 M2 BB A A B K IL-4/10-13 I, AT
TLR B4 8 IFN-y RIS, 8 51 20 72 = 1) iR Ak i
M1, DRk, AT R R e 0 4T A 1 T 0
TR BT 50 4 R A 5 -

H A6 B 0 TR EE AR AR - B
Je, FEB KA RE Y, ASRNEAL B RGH AR &
T BREE. BN OCERE T TS
ANGEAI s R, T DR N B A
AR Z 8 AR EAI R /NS BT
(1), X R A T B R A S B T AR —
MZESR ; &, 0T E VRN e & Fhogm & B2
T R PR M, B — B (R g BB 1 R — A B R
I AT B X LUIA BIRE W gm0 5 1. T & A B R
o o 7EAg RE AN Th IR E AR A, A JE T AR
5 L T A T O TR R A R G T R 1 AL
DA 557 E G AT B R bR B A T RESE,  AIRIT A ISR
TR T A B TT %

(& £ X #
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