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Identification of the gene editing technology CRISPR/Cas9 patent

YIN Yuan-Yuan, LIU Xu-Xia*
(College of Humanities and Law, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract: Since the gene editing technology CRISPR/Cas9 emerged, it has aroused widespread concern. The legal
battle over the patent of this technology has caused discussions mainly on two questions: whether the gene editing
technology CRISPR/Cas9 can be patented or not and who will be the patent owner. Through analyzing the U.S.
patent system, this paper intends to prove that the gene editing technology CRISPR/Cas9 satisfies the requirements of
the patent eligible subject and explore the ownership of its patent by introducing the changeover of U.S. patent
principles from first-to-invent to first-inventor-to-file. Finally, the paper predicts the final ownership of the patent in
accordance with the existing evidence and relevant knowledge of the U.S. patent system, and also analyzes the
potential result of the application for gene editing technology CRISPR/Cas9 patent in China.
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F R AR ERAE AR IR AR . EEAR
O ATFRIR, XA FH S B A F BRI —Fh KA
TE AR R K R ) — Fh B 2 AN AT IR ), g
I TR KRB 45 #52 CRISPR/Cas9 £ ARMIF= 4. X T
/45 CRISPR/Cas9 HiAMAEME . BT @AM
WO A A, KR EA S W, %7
CRISPR/Cas9 Hi R LH|, FkE LR NGB —
SERESE FZEWT IR A, BR 1At A6 S 4 A ) 7
MNH . #f CRISPR/Cas9 HiARELH|, iz 7 HA
PEAME KRR A, P CRISPR/Cas9 45 AR
LRAJE 535 NKTE.

2014 £ 4 15 H, EHELER5/ERR (United
States Patent and Trademark Office, USPTO) il it %
M e A R PP % T 5K 8 (Feng Zhang) 17 4= DL fir
J& [¥) Broad #f 5t i 2 T CRISPR/Cas9 % 4 [ 2 [A]
GBI AR LA Y, B, AH#5 Jennifer Doudna
Emmanuelle Charpentier X} It % ) #% 7 47 AN & H
B MO B 24 Mi%& CRISPR/Cas9 H AR %
FIFTA N 55T CRISPR/Cas9 FHiA L FI ) 4 35k
A %

SR TR A B T S e AT 1 K S I AR A s 2
FEHLR Broad BIF 5 Jir 14 5K #2 F —L RIn M1 K 2440 e )
43 KBS 1 Jennifer Doudna % % 5 [E Helmholtz Ja 2y
TfF 7¢ o0 B Emmanuelle Charpentier #{#% 7& CRISPR/
Cas9 £ AR L F G+ 25 K % v 6T 057 ) X7 o Jennifer
Dou-dna (% 1 Emmanuelle Charpentier (4% 415 )
BRI S AE Science 27 FARIE T FIH CRISPR/
Cas9 RS AT BN H gmiE I H AR, T T Cas9 fi§
A PASE 1] U5 B K DNA 4k A W, 2 )5 B
TER, ZERRERIEH I 201245 H25 H P,
>k B Broad #f 5t T 1) 5K ¢ 4] B\ [F] ¢ 7£ Science 7% &
R FAR I IR T CRISPR/Cas9 $37 A £ I L ML
AR, g TR, R R RIE R
H#2 2012 42 12 A 12 H, AR HEE & R
AT T, i g AR s R TR e BA
G RIMAT RIS, Hedi TR = 2R
Rl X7 5k H /& CRISPR/Cas9 5 A 1% F fr
i N. 2016 4E 1 A 11 H, USPTO A7 3 ZhHk i B
F£ ¥ (interference proceeding), i 7 #7 % CRISPR/
Cas9 A K% F H13 ¥, X5 % CRISPR/Cas9
REF|BAE LS, BIfE USPTO 1 H# vk, WiF—
5 hx B, CRISPR AR L4 23 1 #2452 AH
MEKAE .
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T, ER T T R S O R A L A R B SRR ) B Ak
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FARBIVEAIE FEANE B St A B3 8 P S T o
2.1 CRISPR/Cas9#i R BT EFIZF

CRISPR/Cas9 5 A f& 7 %} 4H i HH A7 7 ) CRISPR
FLRFHIR Cas B R ILHIEEA -, 2 N T&
B TR B 5 TV 1) fi 0% ok 3 DRTBE A7 65 o o o7 1)
Rl 2 AR o 1% A0 40 B ) CRISPR J& A7 41 Al
Cas i 1) % B0, CRISPR/Cas9 i A 5t A 7] GE 17 7E
AR E AR K343 5] CRISPR/Cas9 R —FE, 5
RN K R %Y, HE S HAE LV AEYEE R LA
T 22 (R 2 75 R A8 1 A N\ Lo | (R 37 25 445 Bl — B AE
Grill. MEEIRAEVEARPZED R RE, 38T FIH]
FEXR R R AR BT T R E R R, JE
BT AT I 2, BRI AR R T L R R A
TN, B AR AR R 8 T R I 2 K IL 4t,
FIEFA RG], BRREY K EREEFTEHE,
HEAR IR IR K= b i) v T A Jg

R CGEELREY PLRAEYHE AL L ER
A B L A BT R I R 2 A T S
CRISPR/Cas9 $i A J& T L F & k. (3£ FH L Fk)
5101 KA X LR AR NS, BSR4
T R AR 75 B0 2 R AT AT B I B s
LR P HEW, B AT AT AT
A Rt 5 F 55 101 26 IR, MU R B A (SR
EEFEY AR KK, IEE L& AR,
PLIA 21 5 AERf 1 3 f# . Diamond v. Chakrabarty — 5%
T REAEVEARLREKRTT, @l AT
SUE MM T LR, EENEBRSL T K1)
AT N3 P4 #R AT LRSS A7 p s ®, REg
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NEAT AN AN EFEARIEE. mES
Diamond v. Chakrabarty X Lt ] Funk Brothers — %8,
WA B SR, S EE R DA I LR & AR
R X HARBL G 48 75 0 e A 352 7 % R 1 A
P U, R AW AR R R AR S HAE K A AR
JFURIRASIFAE I B Z 5 . Funk Brothers — Z4fi /)
7 Diamond v. Chakrabarty 24 K& | BRI,
PR AN B2 ) 451 43 0l DT A 5 R TR L TR B
101 & () “BrE)” — a4 AP H AR L R 2 AR v (1)
FUWTAEN], RN A ) EOR LR 2 AR Allre 1) AR R
HEBRAESL, XTI T NSRBI R 56T L&
FICRY, SRR B NI DTk, 18 3 BLL R B0U6h 61
% H . CRISPR/Cas9 i A & —Tji L, CRISPR [
¥ 5 A Cas g J Lm0 S R AR, HAE A A2 0 [
BEAT RS HE € A I € ) i B S 44, B TR R gk
IT9miR I —F 7. [EARIRAET, CRISPR JFHI47F
ETHBEAEN, B N RREEE W w455 MR
DNA {88 ) PRI B se B9l A & e shee M. i
CRISPR/Cas9 i A B TAE JEH 2 E X HAr B, A
NYTHR S RNA, 456 N 150 B a4 ) CRISPR
P, e E AL B bR, 2 )5 Cas B K #E1EH,
fi H bR X DNA XUEEWT 2, AT SE3 B b5 5 8 (1)
bR, AT LGS A I E R AT — P R .
CRISPR/ Cas9 i ARk A Nisit 7] 5 RNA FEFA
CRISPR 741, SEIUARYE A [F] ) 75 2265 AN [F] ) DNA
AT EALRR I TIRE, FOR T HAEA B H B A
FEE MR 5 MR TR A S5 75 DNA AT € A7 V1%
DhReval . AR K\ AN ANIRZHE, o8
HAIRA T 1 CRISPR [FAIGFE I B IAFE, £&—
P A R R R w077, BRI H 8 T LA
HAk.

NES Y Es % N, 8 B N A R el
K, CRISPR/Cas9 +3 A N 4 4 4 N L I {47 1 Fl o
5%, CRISPR/Cas9 F{ARFA | & (1) 5 FH 11 5% LA &
E R IR 25 . CRISPR/Cas9 7 A PR Ay Hok v 8
L) TRE, R8s B RORS HHEVR T I SE 3, 1XAMY
X B DR BB R AT R, (R I Iy Sk R r kA
s EPEAR A FAE RG] 7. BARLITE R
ARV JRIEBA 518, B X735 AL AT,
W 51# %, JF& CRISPR/Cas9 H AR EN M E. H
A1k, 4Bk CRISPR/Cas9 EAR 1T =44 1) A F]
AR XU BB 2 B LI AS A 7], AR 2 = 4R
|, ZRiFEETEIT 6.6 123 n, FH3IR1GE 5 10ETT
(e N M, AT I, CRISPR/Cas9 4% A fir 7 =k i) # 2%

e BRI iR AR T & FI{RY CRISPR/Cas9 HA,
DU i) NPT DAAS 2V 0] G 2 FH M TR R, G
e RTAYAR N, 292y R LI A A 2 72
i, BEATESZ. ERDES . RBAAA K
A= 77, SR ZE T IAmEL DL AR AR
ERSUEIE, T CRISPR/Cas9 $ AKH ¢ () AN T BA I
AF G T RPN B, BRST e H, il
) 5 AR AT BEA R B A WD EOR AV BT AR, 30 1 5
FEARPIZHAAN N MR TERE, KA
AR PEORRFROR 22 W, R B O 2 &) BEEOR 25
SR I8 VAT AR AR Al A AR SRS R VR AT
WM AR EARER., Hk, BFEREFRT
AR R 5 5 5E, ARBERIRFEH MBI, A
U EHT . VF 2 AR AR R BT N0 R H
WEMBTIE, WERRNEESTN, Mi— B,
FREW MR N Y, 78T FIARY IR N 5t o] BA3R
R, XRREHFEEREWEEER. mEE
BT AR AR 7 0 B SR IR T &, AR Bt
4 R R, AN A YR RO TR AR
BB S HEORI K BAERE . AT 5 0 B
FHAESRAT R I A2 VA E R IRk R 2, A
BT ERRY, FREARL T ATFRE, ANHAT
FIF LR, 53 T oy 0 U ) 25 [ 4R
IR RO R HARTE R B SN, XK FEEAR
B 70 TCiE IS T BUER BUSUER ok N, MY
AFTFRFER A R A AR, &
FEHELNRHIF . 5t CRISPR/Cas9 RS, H
TIHBAER R, PORMBECE WL, I A 145 il 5
AIAR, DRI & FAT 7 i 47 9 A2 DR A #% B R
M FEFB. [, %7 CRISPR/Cas9 £ R % H|
Y H $23 il CRISPR/Cas9 £ R i & BN, 6%}
SN kT N 52 N RN IR A R SV (a5
WRAR T LR, B AIFAHRBR BB 7
X T AR B R IR LA R LA U, WTRES
AL TN GO0 5 T BRI Tk AR AR
R TIN, B 2o IR — ML A B Bk
K SRR IR O, XX 1T AR e DA S A2
ARG, JUF IR XS 24 5 7 SR Il 2 AR . & F)
i) 1 2 LR M ot B4R B Ttk BT CRISPR/
Cas9 FAFTZE & B X H AT S E, *FH
P27 H BT R AR CRISPR/Cas9 $ A & B A
MRS E S, RIS AR LR R
J AR AT BA ) A2 e & 7 T A B A B2 . A,
CRISPR/Cas9 £ AR N i g N L R 2 AR 6 .
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MRYE & FNE I FE AL E , W 2 & R AR A
Ja s AR AR A e T, B
Frovk. AER S WA S . FrEitE. JEEm
Sy WA RN S P 2 A 2 75 4% T CRISPR/Cas9 £ K
LRIE B &, =P AR A A
Wz TR (LR, AR SO iR 73 2 % A
()51 J5 PR 25 AR 6 B B 2 v CRISPR/Cas9 HiAK, A
WRAZHARGRIMAE, Fik, AR5 AR L F S
FRUTT B HREAT AT IX 73 )

T4, CRISPR/Cas9 Fi AR LA B aibE. Hrantk,
Fe AR HE LR I &R S B B R R L B AR I
flE. 7E CRISPR/Cas9 Hi RHIELFZ 1, NFEELE
PRI AR SR LR, I AR AR . M
AL CEETRIEL) B RS,
TE AR A T R RAT S xsd 3 A i B (1 5 1
1, Bl Jennifer Doudna I Emmanuelle Charpentier #{
405 1 & 18 Bl B\ FE Science 2% & F & % FI H
CRISPR/Cas9 #4755 K H g 1) SCFEIX— AT N
58 CRISPR/Cas9 i Rk T #r itk MRHE (3£
L REY 5 102 540 Witk e« fEZESRAR
PR I R IE HZ 80 1 ELR A TR, A&
WA H A, el ¥ 4% F & F. Jennifer Doudna FI
Emmanuelle Charpentier J- 2012 4 &K £ &, [F/4
PRAELHHY, 4 102 ZMEM 1 ENKATIA
WIF AR . KUk, CRISPR/Cas9 £ A &
WA A, 5HAME A, 25 E LR e
T L RIEAR T H AR N TR, TEORY TR
P E , f AR BE M B3 & R B G NI A AT A,
SR AR — BRI RIBMSEE.

H R, CRISPR/Cas9 FE A & 4F & 117 Zy WAt .
B 55 WA I R g, TR N R —
MHBFHESN, FERSPWEHR. (EEL
FRED 55103 26K 1 AW BA 3R B S WLt ) 2%
fF, B BURRA BRI SEA ER Z BAAEZE 5
TEHE HZ 8 (CGEEERE) B AR HEE ),
%22 0 T AU N BB RN SR VA 2 1T 2
UL, IXEtE LS, CRISPR/Cas9 AR EA LLE
FALAEE H (B H ) 1T BT A7 A2 1 3 ] 9 4R
FARA Ty @it 7 N A AT RIS, AR R
M oy WAL A BRI &) WAE B 2 R i R 2
ORI ZER, mAERIRNZm ERIRBZE
Fto {E CRISPR/Cas9 £ AR I Fl, FHIFA 5335 ik
] TALEN 5 ZFN $ REAT R R iR 1. H5IXM

FAHLL, CRISPR/Cas9 A H A KE#EE Ar. i F iy
B ARSI R . BER CRISPR 2 [H 741
AT Cas9 [ H-7E 2000 4F 5t O &40 78 N 02 =R B I
A RE R e RE, (ER HAh AT 7T N AR
SCPLIX —ThRE, LRI IR AR 1 i 5 Th RE AR
KA EH — B RSB, X B T RE 13 B CRISPR/
Cas9 F AR K WIHIA S, CRISPR/Cas9 i A 5 TALEN,
ZFN 25U $ R 2 18] 1) 22 55 75 5K 2 [41 BA 5 Jennifer
EilYNY AN SR (RS TR % NINAP 5 R AL 1 BN LU
R, UL AT LLKI W CRISPR/Cas9 45 A B A 9E & i
5y WA o

B¢ )i, CRISPR/Cas9 B AR HA LM, £EE
I ) 5 SR S P P L B R BRI AR R R AT
B e B TE LR B b 1 F g b A4
AP, T B T BT A g, 7S L E s
Jiti 5 AR )2 i 3L G R AT B Ig 0 22 SE B 1 1
EETERTREN 5 AI{E AR TR KA s Reas ik g 1
s B & HEAT S 1. X FER Sk, T CRISPR/
Cas9 FEARZ T HA AW TS KL R il i
%o CRISPR/Cas9 57 A 1) 4 ] H i 5 i 2 i 28
T IR R I SIS R g, TR S AT
FEIT. ALK B O U, 5T AR5 1)
BIT R EBOW ) K S kil 7 — 2 3t
W, ST TR A, HIt, CRISPR/Cas9 A
RS AR E . S AR E LRI BUR A R B
BERPES = AR R, AT SR B SE R PR A Ak

CRISPR/Cas9 3 R B /& & FIRI 1 AR 14
[F AR R 32 & RIS s 2 2F, [Rlk, CRISPR/
Cas9 FiARBA 7] LA

3 ERA4IEIARCRISPR/CasyE FV3/E B3 #r

B IERTSCI 43 4T, CRISPR/Cas9 H7 A nl 4 )
PEASH) T AN . ZEXF CRISPR/Cas9 £ R #EAT R
1, B S 7 AR CRISPR/Cas9 357 AL F| U ACF) A .
CRISPR/Cas9 Hi R LHI 4y — %, S HARLE R
1E T 5K [ B K CRISPR/Cas9 4 A (¥ 5 3 BBl 4
KEWIALIYINAE, HE 5 JE T Jennifer Doudna.
Emmanuelle Charpentier [4] FA & 8 '] CRISPR/Cas9
FAR R R0 5 WL e, RIS 1 BA R 1
LREGHEAR M. HEABTFR—KH, WX
()R BT A EARE W ; 5 BAA R, WFHE
X R B e 4V @ AT BRI AT, Rl —N KA
i HREM T — IR Y, IR LB
FE N B IE — AN R B s 4y ) 3 & R IS IR,
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REEARAT 1L T0 5 R BRI e 2
3.1 SABRENSERIERN

X [ — % W B3 A7 AE TS B S BA R HE A
FIRERIR, PAEREAU S KB E A RA : —
ARG RN, H—AN ek RN 5T
B A A SR FH o B A U, 1 3% L AE 2013 4F DAY
SR Se K WIS, H 2013 4R 3 5 16 HiES N
SR FH R BN 2 v i T ) 1

Se g EI, s d DL RIS B AR AR HER &
LR RGBT, 5 ode b R B iE i AR e B
LR S A K 22 K SRR R B A2 S FR I TR
Mo S W R M SR B AR ) A FF, I BT Hig 2
JERIZER B 51T, Aegl RS Z AL, BRI
T 4 52 Gy B P B R E, (RIER T K R .
Je KRN, R st | — ANk B aiE, DA K
IR 4% 7 BRI K s, B o R NIHE LR,
1E 2013 FF 2|, EEREAMH A ——NREER
BH SN |6 550 ol B I 5 AE DR 3 B 2 5 i R B
BIIEIIN,  AH EL S H 3 500 R 4% B 4 U ah A e N
RN, R KHEIER . R, FEESR
] R R R RIS 2 R R D ) B iy %
Hx, fe EE N SE TR B O R NI 25 IE A
M, (A FECT BREIFACERCT, NE 7 HRiE
NIZSIEDTAE. FEH, BT A £ E ST KB R
T, 5 e Ath [ S ) 2 s SR A R R R 4, B
5 [ L RIANAE H 1 [ s L ) ORGP B PR A =

1EF2 BT R S A W s SR 1 i 22 Wi, 56
B4 1m0 o RO B U A S VB 20 1 T Rk
HY) 2 & BN S Wi iR ) (first-inventor-to-file), R
2013 4 3 H 16 HZdi AT LRI RiEH, LRI T 5%
JeriB N, MRS RN . EEBEERRHA
2 PR T U] 5t 57 E At ] 5 3 3k SR L) e HR 335 i )
(first-to-file) f7-7E — L8 AN[F], FRAE AT IS 2 T8 PR Y
1 AR TR AC L, X 79 58 [ SeBr b SEAT I 2 9k i
FESR R, ASFE TS e g R, B REAAN
TEH LR E HBIET 1 4F 2 )BT /E H 8 2 A A
HARKICIUR B B4R s B0 E H LR H3E H R Er
1 FZWRN SN 1 ik i, (2K
NI AT AR TR, [FIFEASR2 & B N EUAS
LR, 7E TR EE mR AU o e e, B
XA IER AR

.98 CRISPR/Cas9 3 A % I 2 Zy ) 6] Iek X7
AR E O T A RS H IR T 2013 4, fH
Jennifer Doudna. Emmanuelle Charpentier [4]BA $2 H

EHE PR 7K AT CRISPR/Cas9 AR % 1) B 15 VR
&7 3 316 HAl)Ja i 2 UK, HA g
FIHE(E 3 A 16 HAT#A M H . X ik
WAL 55 BAEENE . WRIESE, Wik
HIBNAE 2013 4 3 H 16 H AT A IR, Z T
2y IR il eid & R T SR UAE S50 1 K N 26 HRIE
JRI 5 fn SRR B 2 R AR, P BB & R
B HYRET 3 A 16 H, W% % 1 ff deid
BB e R W . 4n B3 R N 26 HRB TR
nj, °A Jennifer Doudna. Emmanuelle Charpentier
HIBAJ& T CRISPR/Cas9 iRk fx 75, HIH A F|
iEHRE Tk EHIBA, % CRISPR/Cas9 Hi A% F
IRAE 7T HEJE T Jennifer Doudna, Emmanuelle Charpentier
VBN o 171 2 SR 3 P A ST A S A IR I, D)5 ) e
21V JE B R T U7 HERE A AIE B H OO IR AR
AR RN. o2 idH &N g S5 e /2 5
KB, 3% 37 % ) G 35 5 1 I R e 4 B T R &2
UEBAM R HE SR B 78 7 R & AR LL X 5 3 A
A USRI B LA P S T AR A RS T
YA i
3.2 EFMRIBHARCRISPR/Cas9E FIAE K ERI 6T
1 -J+ CRISPR/Cas9 3 A AL #, i 15 BRI it
T AR & R A & )2 4y i R 19 ) B i 1 &5 2R,
CRISPR/Cas9 5 A T £t 530 Bl N T 46 )2 N H
TR BT P I ZE R AT e it . R R AE R 2
S T HIiE AR, CEIs 7 H5E H 1K
B, nFI A CRISPR/Cas9 A ¥ Yk 4 N R,
TR N, FAFH T B —#kZ CRISPR/Cas9
FOR G AEYISE . BT R AR BrOR 3 (1) 2
DL R DR () b3t , - 25 9K 5 (A1 A BY Jennifer
PA TR R E 2 H R, SRR T & FI LR CRISPR/
Cas9 R, FK[E X} CRISPR/Cas9 £ AR ) 5N 47 N
AR SR AL R A NRIBCH] . R4 IR E (L H)
EY NS L RE, AMELNRT B A 3k E A
LRRE, ZRLRRY . I HARIERE (LR
AR ) (2010 SEJRL) I 7E, CRISPR/Cas9 #i A
HIE N A AR 5 — g A 2 HkE 12 M H
P T 3R RS TR ORAP, AT DA R S AR 56 AL
PR T R FR i H 42 A 56 [ 5 — IR & F)
G H TR . RINRYE (ERE1EFRL) 26 27
FIRLE, FRE XA E L H H g 2 R R4 T LA
(1o 15 ) o B SRR BRI E (R ANEY T BT
X7 BIBNAE Science 275 EHI AT RKFAT i 13K
CERNEY Mle, cakk 7Hair, K,
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oY Jennifer [#]BA7E € [E ft] CRISPR/Cas9 £ A% F ()
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e AEHN . BEE ST SRS E R 2K
Ji&, 7EFREE A4S CRISPR/Cas9 AR 3R BUH 25
W4T NASKI AR B, 1 — I F CRISPR/ Cas9 £ A
AR )7 i 4 2147 T CRISPR/Cas9 B 4 i [
F, XMW LR HEAR LR, EEFE S HIEH
ey

Vo
D

%X CRISPR/Cas9 7 A % f 3% [ (% Rk )
FE AP T LR, AR T FE X I A 2 A,
ER 0 th 2 R T R R 1) 5 w0 G A e )
PREAETE IR R o TEFRE S BRI VRN R T, B
WE G A ) T A T R AT A R, TR E
(0T B AR R I RV 22 A FF R I R B HE R AE %
PR 2 4h, FEEARPR L. T ™1
AU AR AE BE A& L R B T AT AR
dah,  ARAH] TR E A AE AR B R

4 #EE

CRISPR/Cas9 i AR FI I 7o TR A D H7
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]I (R 3 A AR AN D SR R AR T Al BAR A
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SERIR AN R, (E DS E BTN BRI BOR
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bR 81 2 h RS A . FRIE I E I EAR K e
FXTVE JE, ARGl BB 55 . 38 3d % CRISPR/
Cas9 HIARLFIFIHT T, EIHIRAEMBARLH R
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Mk A e B E BB BRI, AT AT ) B _E e kR
] 24 i 5 AR IR 0 2502
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