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Global identification of Nodal/Smad?2 target genes and their regulatory

functions in early embryogenesis
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(1 State Key Laboratory of Membrane Biology, CAS Center for Excellence in Molecular Cell Science, Institute of
Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China; 2 State Key Laboratory of Membrane Biology,
Tsinghua-Peking Center for Life Sciences, School of Life Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Nodal/Smad2 signaling pathway plays pivotal roles in mesendoderm induction and axis determination
during late blastulation and early gastrulation in vertebrate embryos. However, Nodal/Smad?2 direct target genes and
their regulatory functions during those critical developmental stages have not been systematically identified.
Supported by grants from the major research project of “Epigenetic Mechanisms of Cell Programming and
Reprogramming” of National Natural Science Foundation of China, our lab systemically uncovers a large number
of Nodal/Smad2 targets in early gastrulas and suggests cooperative roles of Smad2 and other transcription factors in
controlling target gene transcription. We find that Nodal/Smad?2 target genes are mainly composed of transcription
factors, signaling molecules, and developmental regulators. Among these identified Nodal/Smad?2 target genes, the
actin-bundling protein Fascinla is found to promote the trafficking of internalized receptors from clathrin-coated
vesicles to early endosomes, and the guanine nucleotide exchange factor Netl associates with Smad2 in the nucleus
to increase Smad2 transcriptional activity. These positive feedback loops are required for Nodal/Smad2 signal
transduction and mesendoderm formation. In addition, bromodomain and PHD finger-containing transcription factor
BPTF, the largest subunit of the nucleosome remodeling factor complex, physically interacts with Smad2 to mediate

nucleosome remodeling and hence wnt8a expression and neural posteriorization. These findings will be valuable for

29%:

studying the regulatory cascades during germ layer formation and patterning of vertebrate embryos.

Key words: zebrafish; Nodal/Smad?2; target genes; mesendoderm induction

WEia B R & 2 — N E R, AFEA g
2. M3 WZTE R Akl S DL e B X
B2 A Ji . fEiX kR & i 2, Nodal,
FGF. Wnt 22 {5 5 18 M A0 5008, JLFAEM,
TE R — AR 2k Ph i ix sk B e . 3L
i1, Nodal {5 5# AT NRZEFH LKL EE S
o R e E M. Nodal 5 5 32 2058 i O
Smad2 H I ER 5. ERREINAE S,
Nodal/Smad2 1 # ¥ ¥l 3 KA WL, S AR IA a1
o] Bl B 2= AR Ak, 3RO 1 B 2 R 7 % 5 TGF-p/
Nodal {5 5 ¥ 1) 8 REE N, &K EHYF0
B oG 1 B B w1, AHIE A BT . ARSREG
FEAERE L 5l IR G T R 5% E T Nodal/Smad2
MHEIER, FRRNIRGT T B R R & Thak
HF Nodal/Smad2 15 5 #% 1] S R L] o

1 NodalZ =B

Nodal & ¥ L4 K [F ¥ B (Transforming growth
factor B, TGF-B) # K kAL 2 — . Nodal Fifk 5 1
7k ALK4 (ActRIB) B{# ALK7, LLJ IT B5Z 4k
ActRIIA H(# ActRIB 45 & % &2 & 1k, 15174

AR O 1) 1L RS2 AR R A . IEAL ) T AL S2 AR it
M0 3 55 46 IR B B2 AL T Ui /) Smad2 A1 Smad3 & H,
M FEHE Smadd 55 TEE Gk, BEJ5, Smads
EAEA KNG, 5 H A S 7 P A 4%
TR S P, Nodal 3R 8 56 7 76 /N B
K, @ Nodal F PRI /N R G 5 i 12 31 2 40
o IR JZE Po Nodal 15 5 38 i (1) id 44 25 13 2
A Cyclops (Cyc) Fil Squint (Sqt). 7 Nodal 5 I 54,
I 2R B S #E A —2R3E 5 BN
i Bh 24K EGF-CFC Z %4 1 Oep (One-eyed pinhead),
HEHR A 1 RA R (MZoep) WG [ 3R BLAN cye/sqt
MR TEA—FL, WIRZERIERIH LT 58 4k
%, TR B LSS 43 Bk 2k . Nodal {5 5 1
PN 2008 2 [ 2 Smad2 A1 Smad3. BF4T#E P, Smad2
DRI FR /N B N R JZ TR A ™ B R , T Smad3
BRI R R B IER Y RS b, K
fidh S 1 10 1] 28 A% /& DN-Smad2 ] mRNA ¥ 5t 51| fif
a2, 2 [HBr Nodal {55 1) 5, @M SBRG
BRRVFZ N IRJZH L, HRMKELLT B/ Nodal
55 MZoep AR P, A, AEBHESIY) R
WG & 8L H, Nodal 155 3 23 id Smad2 4%
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B IR IR AT L TN RE .
2 NodallFSEEAEIE

Nodal/Smad2 {5 5 ERAG A B LR P R THS
HNRZRITER, E25 T A AR RR B PeE |
M AN IR R I S R M 2 S F 4L . Nodal/
Smad2 HAREMRIG WA B HERT iz, (HHA
T S A R R, WRG A AR L ZiE
it % Fh 5 RORE %5 4% Nodal 5 Sk, Ak, —
RYNWEE R TAERY], MRS 2IRE &, A
T AKX Smad H H B ER L LA & Smad R H 5
W [E) % s 1 i 45 & 55 J7 1, Nodal 15 5 (135 14 %2
B 7 R4 . Nodal {5 5 78 B 1 £ I8 fis IR 412
G B R 70T B TE PR AR, O3 1 e v i )
SRR, 4% Nodal 15 S 3& PE B B4 172 —
P B R Z K Lefty. fERE SR H, dRE
Lefty 2> FEUMRMG LIS 96 59 IR 2R A IR 2 41
YU ", Lefty Al L5 EGF-CFC MIEAEH, BHIL
Nodal 15 5 ()3 BE B, TR IE & 5 b B 1
Dapper2 fig % 5 Nodal 1] 1 54 57 /& ALK4 45 &, {2
BE TR 52 058 7 i AR 12 B AR Y. Dapper2 145
448 H Rock2 (Rho-associated serine/threonine kinase
2) RETEINJE] ALK4 SZARFE AR 2, ) Nodal 15
SHFFHRRERTES P sAh, Araf BEGSE A ORI
124k, Smad2 [ 3% $% [X 33 (linker region) Jili# Smad2
BEfA, M4 Nodal/Smad2 15 5 5% AT ik )2
#F S U HAh, #LRF, 4 FoxHI, Mixer il
p53 A LLFNE R AL 1 Smad2 R E G4, P [RME i3E
Smad2 fesEETE T,

3 Nodal/Smad2fBERXPW ARG LEE

% T Nodal 15 5 7€ 5 M g & & (1) B 2 AE
H, OF S 703 22 % € K1k 52 3] Nodal 4%
IR . A SR IRkE, o3RIk sqr f5, 1E 30% M
NF A AT AU 2] 300 22 AN JE PR SR AA 7K P R A AR AL
[FEIREAEZIN I, SRARAR MZoep WAL 2 045 AL
FIEKT KA A Y, RS mAREY, L%
BT 72 452 Nodal 15 5 1 2 1) 2 K FF 57 R A 72 IR
SN h N IEZ X M (B2, JE sqt. lefivl
pitx2a. foxa2. lhx] Z5EE R 1) )3 3l 508 5 1 7] LA
454 Smad2/4, 2% Nodal {55 H#1H1%, +& Nodal/
Smad2 5 S B ALK Y, K, RE%E
Nodal/Smad2 {455 K 5 it 7t 275 5 Sk
LRI

A SIS 5 M AT DU PR AR 0 BE 5 £fL Smad2
A, R e Ak G 2 JLUTTE A DNA G 1R
(chromatin immunoprecipitation, ChIP-chip), 7E 4=
2K % e 3 17 697 3t 5 ik i 5 g 1
Nodal/Smad2 {5 5 38 % [ FEHE K. 785 SRR 4R 17 5
3% 9 kb A1 3 kb (1), XF Smad2 4547 m 7E HE
RIZHYE B AT AT 2007, I Smad2 45617
TER SRR R M —E R E 5, EAE AN X
B AT 5], BAT AT 1 5k T 10 20 A AR
H— PR, /& Smad2 &5 &40z, Z/b
# — > Smad2/4 {f) CAGAC % & 3 ¥ (motif). GO
(gene ontology) 73 #T & Fl, 1X Y& Nodal/Smad2 ] [
BN T BRI T KE MR K EEE 5
e A 4L %, 5 Nodal {554 K% & FRILhRE
YA B ERATHE L TAER 6 R 1, 2014 4
Chiu 25 P FJ JTUE J5Ui iR B 3 AR i 3547 T Foxhl Al
Smad2/3 [ Chip-seq, 437t FH /> Nodal #JE [,
FHeidt— 20 % e B — A>T LL#E IS 1T Nodal $E25: K 52
Wl N VR i 1 40 B 2 Be 1 1 % 5% Rl PouV. L4,
BATHIHF 5738 78 [ Driever Wolfgang Zi#Z 2 4iL 1
FREHE, WL 1S R IG G T 2 RO
i R 2% 122

4 Nodal/Smad2#0E E I ThEEff5R

TE A S0 = A/ AW 7 TAE S 2 2l 50| A
Nodal/Smad2 f{FERE A, A Nk 5 R IA e
WIRE Xk, (HILThfeRm ™ Hik, A6
A Re R EERF A F IR EE R AT TIRA
B, FEVEARIRTT T H X Nodal/Smad2 {5 5 38 B 1 e
TR L .

4.1 Fascinla

Fascinl (Fscnl) 24 55 kDa )5 H, J& T F-actin
HH48 4 [ (F-actin bundling protein) 5%, 7E#L F+
SRS, B EMAE SAMIEE). EAME A %
VISR RIILRDY L « Tk ST 4ERIGN o a8 2
TE B, Fsenl i [F1JR I K singed 97544 G -R] 41
HLA actin W Z5 AR AR BH 25, S EURTHY
X E SRR AR A g, S R AT B
TEPEEy i, fsenla 78R4 22 U5 48 i O A2 5 H
MHCEE RS, AT Atg, FHOW 5 HE K E ot
B3 . Fsenl R B4R/, RO 2 B AN
IEH R ORUR, BN ENAAFERER B 6
BRE, XZ&HET Fsenl B8 &5 i H B IG
J R L AL (melanoblast) 5 F#AIG, O 2 1% H
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A1 E A B R B PO, Fsenl 7€ H B B &1HI K 2 31
R ERRIL, 25 7 MR A O 2 S TR T R
g B mpE A R A7 B LR 1 am % )
I, BRI, HAEF AR K& T it DRk A A
KAk

2 10 40 45 T R B (tubulin)y L3 R E
(actin) FIHh[A] 2255 A (intermediate filament), = iff
REY, WERASE T TGF-p 55 B HE,
SR1, WIS A LRI Re e NG 4 7. Skl
—EL ERE R R IR ], Nodal/Smad2 15
‘52 Fsenla RIAFT L 75 K. Fsenl 7E F-actin 5221
e ) 1 ELAE O S F-actin &2 525 | TGF-p/
Nodal {5 5% SRR M4 T R AT
FORIL, FEPED G AL s A, Fsenl
Je H F-actin 25 & 3% 1% %F T 380% Nodal/Smad2 {5 5
A IR JZ B 2 8 B 2L, Fsenl REMSRE 7 Hb
5 TGF-B (55 1 B2k s G, fEN—"MEHES T
7 1 B2 4R H F-actin [A] (I AH BAE R, HAZEN
T Ja I TS24 clathrin P9 79 550 28 5 A B 14,
W5R TGF-B (555 %, HIFAIRERR (K 1),
AT FCE ORI T TGF-B 32 44 N 0 1 R A 4t
T W5 & [ F-actin [f]. % T Fsenl Al TGF- {5 5
TE I 98 T i AN Je v ) BB L, FRATT R B I
Fscnl I TGF-B/Nodal {5 5 2 [A] [t 3 i IE 2 45 1 42

TGFB

4

N (17 N
'TBRII“ LL&ALKMs ‘dp-actir“ ‘I )‘ccp ‘
/

J//-Q
0 2N

BILARDA T e geg 2= 27 7 TR B A B ) R
4.2 Netla

B IR A2 e [K T Netl (neuroepithelial cell trans-
forming gene 1) F A& M HEE b 598 Hh 75 55 %5 58
Kl), Ny & H— RINMZENES, PRI
DH-PH Z5#38, C i & A — MR 5F ) PDZ &5 & 5
JF P, L N st 2 (1 98 AR AU AT DU 4k NTH3 T3 41,
DAL b 0 A Oy s g 25 IR B B A O E 7R 6 W, Netl
H H 72 RhoA £ FRF 7 MR I & 1 IR A He [X] 1~ (GEFs),
HIt DH-PH 25 #3375 GTP 5 Rho A F 45 &,
WA R TE G 4ERR RS . 4IRS d
] LA K% 40 i 55 35 S5 2 ) (1 286 B 4 B2, i A R
Netl H T ENE T HIfAAE, E T, sk
k% AL 511 Netl RAZR AT T4+, AT
W6 Rho A 2 B, HHFIURE, TGF-B {5500
DL Netl () 3ik, e e fr T A, i
I % Rho A 5 PR 3k AR IR € 25 b Bz 448 i 1 i)
7o 5 41 o i 4k B, AE JUIE 1, Netl 5 Dishevelled
HAELAE FH 3F 305 RhoA, M % 5 iz sh B9 5 &
/N R R 3 B R 4 LR L 7 400 A ) 348 g AT 4k BT
PEL, 1 netla f2 F AT % € B ) Nodal/Smad2 ] 55 —
ANEREED, RrmRISEME, fErh A IEE X
HRAKFHIRIE, AT REAERAIEZER R
BAYF IR

t TBRII
Early endosome ‘1'
:,’ " l ALK4/5
4“— ¢

@ Phosphorylation

EEA1
c o .
Fascin1 AP2
. A
= Clathrin

TBRIL: TGF-B type Il receptor; CCP: clathrin-coated pit; AP2: assembly polypeptide 2
El1l FsenliFETGF-pZ AR ER 7 FHLEIRKE
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J5i Wnt/B-catenin {55 538 B & 15 B 4H 24 0
T ) % B K 25, 38 I B0 Chordin, Follistatin,
Noggin & BMP 15 5 #ill ][5l 7 75 15 & % 34 £ 4 W4,
Kk B BT BMP (55, {FH IR — @ k%
B R SRR IR p e B BTt iR A
BE 128 4/, B-catenin T4 1E T N A 4% 10 Zx 24
A% P AR, (H2 — B 2 IR #4345 (mid-blastula
transition, MBT) I #f J5 A& 1 I 2k Rl e dk %,
HHF 7% B, Wnt/B-catenin # 3 [ J5 3 T [X DNA
J7 3 S 4L R RO AR A2 1 72 MBT I 3 1) 25038
S HRIE MR ¥, (EXFT B-catenin [ B {144
TG TEAE MBT R J5 25 KA, B4 15 T Hlil
AT AR B RS ENH AR, B
netla /= MBT i Ja S A RIEM G THREZ —, R
KiETHE AL P W netla F£ik, KD
S R S O T RS2 B PR E RS, S A2
B R ek 2> VR i R 7L 2 A A R b Y S R SR A,
Netl Je H 5 k% 1 R A # Kl -7 PEXT T Wnt/B-catenin
5T A AL R B A EE. B PR
P, Netl i it 7% RhoA KR G EH, T
PAKI1 ZRARMITE R, WS PAKL BEE G M, MM
R 1L B-catenin 675 A7 225 1R, Fii| B-catenin 54
WAL AR HDAC 454, {233 Wt $ILJE R 5,
15 WR G 020 43 0o JE J R0 T B s S i v R A
HEEER ™, I E R TERR R E SR,
Netl fTii$2 ) B-catenin 675 {37 22 2 12 W B FR AL A& 115
s& MBT J& B-catenin ¥4 i M358, 0GR Uf2E A
FIE )L ELAT (Bl 2).

netla 7& Nodal {55 FI#EIE R, 7ER)E R IA,
W IR JZ Xt 5 %58 . TGF-B/Nodal 43 [4]
4% 2 555 SRERTT M. Bk, RATIHEN
Netl TJ et 2225 Nodal {55 17T, 5200 AT
FERE R #E— PRI, AEIR IR L AL 30 )
20 L P R Netl J5, #0147 TGF-p/Nodal {5 5% 1,
Al b YR 2R e AT AR A B I B AR T R
WS REN, X5 Netl SEHFRSHH T
WG, AL T 40X N 1) Netl j@ it 5 Smad2
gh4y, 1858 Smad2 FHFE 4 5 A L BHLESF p300 HIRE
71, fRHEREAA R N IRZ B B Rk, 7EEHES)
MR IE R B i, Netl 48 9IE N SR
I A R FUE B AR 2R, S 7 Wnt/B-catenin A
Nodal/Smad2 P F il o B B2 15 5 iE %, ek
SCAR N IR JE TR SO R T T OGN A . BT
TGF-B. Wnt & Netl 7540 e . 12 B
PR EEAER, XL RIE N TR OCE K
AR AL S R 296 FE 40 T BT I R B
4.3 MicroRNAs

MicroRNA & HAZ AW — KK N 20~24 nt
M AEgR S /N 7> T RNA, s [a] s B AR 5, HERIA
BHHALERME, 25 TR EMHALR 55 E
L AE Ay % 3 ¥ MicroRNAs X HEZh 4 & & 3k
WL, B BFE ST Dicer 3R B Dt 5 AR Ak
(MZdicer) AN GEF7 A2 B4 microRNAs, 7F I JZ 40 iy
b AR RS T LA B B 7 Dicer Bt
SRS BRAE JE IR TE e sl 2= A6 T, T Bk 2 R
T4 Y, FA1% 52 $1 Nodal/Smad2 i #EFE P v

&2 NetliAiEAIB-catenin S675IEEL L (R IFH S AE iE T E
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A microRNAs, H 455 mir-206 F1 mir-92., K it
AT X PIAS microRNAs [ & B V) % Th Re k4T
TR

B HES VIR IEALE B i S AT OB ) P —
BRI SREBS), KRAEMMBERE, BRERRE
W, #AEMIEs). FERiEsE e snbR e E
W B — AN GHEs) . Horh,  [RII T SOST AT )
12 (convergence) FIIEfH (extension) iz &)X} i
MIEEKEREZOIEH. 20t 5iEM, TGF-B
YERNAEKET, EERMEMRERIEEZIEHN. &
1M, TGF-p/Nodal {5 ‘5 /& 7 12 IR i )57 iz 11 1 248 il
B AT F . FRATHIWEFC R I, AF % 1
TGF-p/Nodal/Smad2 B ¥R, mir-206 1)RIE%
#| Nodal 15 5 4%, J HAE 5 W 1E i BRI K P
B ETE. FEBE S I G b B R AA BRIS mir-
206, F#oRyF 1R EOUMRE FT S AR A Ao A
A5G, R WA T B B B Y mir
206 8340 A H 3 AT A B AR B 2 R 7 3R e A
MU AE M IE B . T8 mir-206 (1315, ‘FEZHH
A FI Y BN F-actin )58 4R 225 [ . mir-206 BB
7] pricklela, 7T INK2 BRI, M1 5200 DE 5
R AR VR IE M IEE) Y mir-92 R IE M FRESZ
#| Nodal {5 5 ™. B AR, FRIE mir
92a ZAPHE RGN IR JZ D, TR mir-92a
2fF N IR JZ B I AN Kupffer’s vesicle (KV () X &
S, MR A AR IR G GG mir-92a 7]

DA 4% B 1] Nodal "1 Vi % 5% Kl gata5, M\ 52
WIRZERIRE B BATHIWE R KDL mir-92a fEPHL L,
o A X R R R GE, T HL U mir-92a 4351
FECHH DX R B R o ATV IR mir-92a ¥E17) Bmp {55
FEPUA T noggin3 mRNA K 4w S X . K mir-92,
noggin3 ff] mRNA F28 M3 &1, #{#f Bmp 5542,
ST AR R IEFEEE. ok, SIE™E
IR B o FHI s IEZRIE mir-92a WI{iEdE noggin3
(1) mRNA [P f#, (615 Bmp {5 5 75 W #H X IE
Pt A ARARIE T B S AU T mir-92a
KRBT MEBEER, @it —H Ui Bmp /5
5 E W SR B T O R R 2 B AR ),
TR T BAR T AR, #a S8 HR G 6t
f (B 3).

5 ZR%ELFENodal/Smad2thEiEREF

Smad2 75 % 5 W [ ¥ 3¢ & 7, 1 FoxH1 Al
B-catenin &5 — o i 4% B L K 1 FIA. I 4 My
Smad2 45 & DX 35 1 o Ath 4 S IR DR SF IR 256 7 41U 1Y)
I, TAVEE T —RIELER Smad2 KPR #%
SRR, Q1 Octl F Gata6. FRATTRORIT 7t 45 5L 2 0,
Octl 5 Gata6 # 1] L5 Smad2 B #4545, Octl &
itk Nodal 55, 1 Smad2 —cp[E]38 55 Nodal/Smad2
PN R E 5 S, 1 Gata6 X% Nodal {545 & H A
R 2 (2 A S 20

Yethy )5 75 ¥ 5 BPTF (bromodomain PHD finger

nog3 mRNA mir92a
BMP e So-_
e Proliferation "o
”ﬁ‘.\_’ Differentiation Degradation
p— H Survival

progenitors

B3 mir-92a. noggin3FIBMP{E SiEEKIZ M EAE AT RS &I E L BHIEXE
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transcription factor) &A% /)MA H IB K &4 (nucleosome
remodeling factor complex nucleosome remodeling
factor complex, NURF) i KMV AL, il 5 HAh 4%
KA T4E5 A, K NURF 522 B30 11X, R/
e hr, R FRIE. NURF MR G LD 6E
ALREAE JL e e g R R AR A R B B R A B T
A AR B FEANR R, B2k Bptf 24 SR
R S A B P RS2 T R B FRATT B BPTF )45
7 HILE Smad2 45 & X I H IR e, BWRE
BPTF /2B 7EMf) Smad2 PRI AT ™. DIBEL
VENREX B, AT bptf & — A BREER I 5
B, ST AFE T A IERR A2 . Ik bptf W]
AR 7B s e B SR . BPTF £
Th e bR 45 kg b 5 Smad2 A B 1 Al BPTF J
Smad2 W] AL 5 wniSa JA B T 456, HTEGA
MBI, #8557 BPTE Xf HARIAE, 41 Smarcal HY
5. BONEER R, HATKD, BPTF/Smad2 £
TGF-B 5 5@ B N IEE % waSa W3R, {2k
MR S L. [k, BPTF 5 Smad2 ¥ [F] 14
TS B I G AR DX AR M TR Bl SR A P R R 3R
ik, MWMFEP XA KRG R TR RIEER (K

Extracellular

Cytoplasm

Nucleus
\_

4), AHIF 5% 5E 2 ) Nodal/Smad?2 [ # 5E PR F1 4% 55
WERF T, NGS5 Nodal 15 SLER G K & L2
H T RENLE SR AL 18 2 R SCRE .

6 %5k

DL ““ 44 it s A2 P L 2 2 PR 90 WL 88 A ALY 7 K
WEFERDNAREE, ARSI SRR A KT L RG%
JE 15U Nodal/Smad2 15 5 [ 8 55 D5 R0 By [ % 53¢
K1, ARV T Fsenlas Netlas mir-206 . mir-
92a S5 HEBE R 1 R B W) D R B HL I R
TGF-B/Nodal 15 538 % (1) 4> T HLl . FAT 8 BF 5% B
T WA KRB RS W . % —, Nodal/Smad2 {5
5 08 o YR D o A A o (1 AR R R s s PR
BITNEE ; 55—, Nodal/Smad2 ¥ 5 [K () ik 2 /B
FEZRMEL R, 5RE HRAEH A FE R
Kb XU TG K BN SRR,
R T RPEHESI AL B R B HLHIIAR, AL
J AR DS A AL B8 1 Al o AR SR I AH DGHIF 5K
REAZAE 22 A B E IR G & B B %5 € Nodal/Smad2
PIRLELER, fiff e BOEE R0 (1 B A b 5 Ok B FE A
FREREEREMRR, Hdt— PR B B 1)

Extracellular

O TGF-B

E4 7EHZEERLITIZHBPTF S TGF-B/Smad2th G 4%/ MAB TN
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Smad2/4 £5 & 7 FIAE AN R R H B B i) H R A A et
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