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Abstract: Over 100 types of chemical modifications have been identified in various types of RNAs including
rRNA, tRNA, snRNA, snoRNA and mRNA, among which methylation is most common. The N*-methyl-adenosine
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(m°A) as the most common and abundant internal modification on mRNA molecules has been widely studied. The

recent identification of m°A modifying enzymes including methyltransferase complex METTL3/METTL14/WTAP,
two demethylases ALKBHS and FTO and binding proteins YTHDF2, YTHDF1 and YTHDCI, indicates that RNA

methylation is reversible and represents a novel epitranscriptomic mechanism instead of micro-regulation in gene

expression control. Identification of candidate m’C modifying enzymes NSUN family proteins and TET proteins

further expands RNA methylation-mediated epitranscriptomics. Epitranscriptomics has become a new research

frontier in RNA biology. This review summarizes recent progress in RNA m°A and m’C methylations and proposes

their potential biological significance.
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B E R AR MR, meA MISIHREA 4k k30, Hop
WTAP. METTL3 #1 METTL14 & & ¥ 7 DL f# 4k,
m°A [ R, 17 FTO FI ALKBHS 1] LA 3L 22 F LAk
mA B AV ETh R AT fE B R A& H YTH
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b m°A 2 REE S T, T A AT R A 30
kDa [] MT-A1 7£ m°A H FE A0 I i ) 3 72 o 7 AR
X e/ B
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T & BR (SAM) &5 & 437 r F1 75 {8 1L 30 RE ) DPPW
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T G R 45 & o s R0 A 10 T BE (1) EPPL 1) g 45 14
i, [Ft, METTLI4 #il 2 m°A HIERE R E &
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T iR R RZ AL E AN G 2 L ITTE (photoactivatable-
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precipitation, PAR-CLIP) & & — A 8 & I J7 £ AR
(% ¥R 4> Hr 2 B, METTL14 F1 METTL3 & 45 4H [
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METTL3 — g AL 7E & & B V) 1 I di k% A 48
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F, WIS BERE S, IE m°A FIEL
B, BEMTEEE m°A s A28k B2,

Britz Ak, A TSR KB, KIAA1429 7] R
B E A AR E TR, 5 mRNA F m°A
MR o P, 75 6 R, KIAA1429 f A &
HWTAP [F]35 8 B A2k e BT U1 2 b A A AH BLAR
F P RN AS49 AH i, RAIK KIAA1429 S8
m°A &1 KT (K AR, B AR 8 % K F METTL3
A METTL14 REJ5 i m°A KAk, X —45 1%
B, KIAA1429 %f RNA H 3 AL 7] i & 15 & 56 I &
BRER B,
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HAl 24 %% T4 m°A & FIEEF——FTO
A ALKBHS, fi#{k m°A 1&1fi s ¥ &4k, FTO 1N
N5 ALKB RUIN ARG SRR, SepIpe I T
— FhELA AL R AR N RAR N, 5 IR S S N A R
MRERFASH K™, BRI E ALKB /)[R &
[, FTO T2 A TR Z A4, Hod i
AT RS EI R E ™, FTO Rk i/ R H IE
WI/NRATESEIE, RN EKEG AR
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% RNA | () m°AP* FTO & #i 2 4 8k B 1 1 2-
WA L B A Ak m°A 25 F AL R FE B 4 I R 2R i v
i) S i AE B8 . SE AL mOA T B hm°A, AR 5 AL
hmA JERL A, n i CATERL A, B0 RO
AR GE M. AR ALKB ZE M H A5, FTO
1) C i — M &, 4 mT Rl et & A m -
B A5 -RNA (1A BL/E F R 5 FTO 193
. BRibZAh, REROESE IR, FTO #i50&hr
TER% L 40 2% —— % /NBE 2o, IR i # m°A
K P 5210 2] pre-mRNA fii T. 8 Y] 5] - SRSF2 [#) 25
#, R pre-mRNA By SR A2 . Ur i of
TR, HEIFIEE (meclofenamic acid) 7] LLAI FTO
Sode A A R AR mOA BRI ER 7, W
FTO #2340 B,

ALKBHS5 & A\ B K AT B ALKB XN 42U X

RIFEE BB 55— i, &4k FTO 2 J5 5 =/
RO m°A 5 HIEALEE, Aels 2 BIEARINR iy 2
B m°A ) BOJE 3R F PN, 5 FTO AN [H 1 42,
ALKBHS 7] B4 1L m°A 2] A, H #i i K & B
=4, A SR, ALKBHS i [H) T 45 &R 51
m°A 1B ) B EE RNA 25 FE 340 B2 AR s ag = )
RNA JFA7 2458 Hi A (poly(A)-tailed RNA FISH) % 5
RI, ALKBHS 5 [A i B G {2 #F mRNA 4%, 1iE
52 m°A AT RES 5 %] mRNA % %5E ©7. ALKBHS
SE AL T4 B A% 9 A e 8% — — 4%/ BE,  H X RNA
B A U, Ul B AR RO T RNA. 7£ ALKBHS
FE IR R o 0 BB b, mRNA b mCA 7K 5 2%
. ALKBHS @ifrit 5K K& B VIR,
Oy e RS BRI IR R A TS S BOR T R B 2R
W, ZERERREE. EEL/N. /£ ALKBHS5
R I SRR S, 5 R AR LU 2 ARk
(IER & 2 M F A2 DhRe,  HaFE &3
pS3 Thie EAE ML IR 7 & B Mo hag 7.

FTO Al ALKBHS J& H 5 2211 m°A 25 H 54k
Mg, HAWR R EMEICA R R BTHSR
P 4 45 A1 RNA JE ¥ A [, FTO il ALKBHS #
RNA [ TACH S FE R ) 7 AN FEER, FE,
EATTAIFE DR /N BT X I ) R R A [ ) Rt
FIREAEAE AN A L SR 5 mOA 25 IR .
1.33 m°AZAEAGELEE)

m°A [ IZAEAE T AR T I R I A
FOIRE, AR K- 52 21 F 5L AL g A 25 Y R4k il
WIS TR . m°A 1B1i 1) RNA 551 45 #4 fi7)
TR BN B, AR 5 E A RN &
FIVEF ARG, A HAT, WANMPOEH —Lk
m°A G5 A B AT R B, AR Ay C A ME
LT HAREAN S moA K E RS AEY
2Ift. HATRKHM mAGSEATITERSH
YTH 45 Ky i) 8 (A 50 B, 40 il 2k 52 A3 78 41 g
Ji i) YTHDF1. YTHDF2 A1 %€ 7 T 28 o 4% o (1)
YTHDC1®*550 0 e Ab, 76 0 3L 30 90 41 g b % B
5 m°A K& 464 HuR F1 HNRNP 45 )]

YTHDF2 %} T YTHDFI1 1fi &, *f m°A 5 #
MR 45 A e 1. PAR-CLIP 45 SR £, Z%EA
FE 5 G mRNA F— KRS RNA, 45607 5
FERAE S GAC 551 3 UTR XK, 1 mA &
WX AR KEENES Y. E4+, YTHDF2
A AE5 /5 mRNA B RE APk RNA 55 4 P 25
A AR AR, R RS RNA B2 1,
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7 RNA [FIF#f#, 5m mRNA ffasett P, YTHDF2
{4 C i ] AR S M U 9F 45 B mPA, N I 61 50K
S G E AT 3958 M2/ F RNA B 21
J 55 WV 2 g 2% P-body®™*”. [&% YTHDF2 4b, H 5
154N RIE S ) YTHDF]L #1 YTHDE3 45 YTHDE2
FHALLE RNA 454 2 ©', YTHDF1 Sk iF 52 52
R B A . AZEH YTHDF1 454 m°A 184 1)
mRNA J5, HHMGEIERIE T elF K% A TAE
H, ZFERSE 4 3 mRNA &% 78 F g 3h i B
bnbk, 38R T X 4 mRNA [ #3EED, RE
YTHDF1 1 YTHDEF2 ff Jj f #E ll, YTHDE3 H] fig
S5y RNA AREHA R, (H2H kT
MIANBRT . YTH X0 3 A —A 8 0 T 40 i i o 1) 2
H YTHDC2 AHX} 4> ¥ it & AR K,  H A 1 oK # %
N meA [EEEE A, MHILThREE A Frdt— B A

YTHDCI & EA A AZH 1 YT-body, 5iEfr
FEH )5 7 ) YTHDF2 Thg A A . PAR-CLIP il 5
PR £ YTHDCI fE45 & GGAC, 5 m°A &1
TRFEY GGACU —3, I HH L5 &0 R 4
TR T, XS mOA [ E A Y
YTHDC1 7] PAFE A% /N BE AR TE i 2 I 25 14, Bk S
mRNA 85 Y] K 7 #0 H 1 F 1 ¥ mRNA 87 ] &Y,
YTHDC1 5 SRSF3 454, AEf5 (L ik m°A f& 1 (1)
HNEFEBIYIIRE PR .  m°A B ANE T
# SRSF10 45 & =k % A m°A & 1fi # 4h & T #%
SRSF10 &5 &, W22 7k & 74 VIBk. SRSF3 Al
SRSF10 se 4145 & YTHDC1™,
1.4 m*AREIFINEE

mA [ ZAFAE T SR HAZAE Y I mRNA DL K
HAh ARG S RNA w1, (H 2 H Ui AE 202 Th g
BTGB, TR RNA I SE. N T, #iE.
B, PEAR, dMuRE oDl R g & 2 AN it
TR B, E AL, mPA SR Akl
T 2 RS RNA A5G (1) 4H A 5 188 26 52 i) 5% ]
FIEF A is .
1.4.1 m°AVHFEMRNANN AU K H A W24 hfig (K
1B)

A, MTA (METTL3 [A Y5 3 B ) Sk
S ERE MERKER D ERE P, Rk
IME4 (METTL3 [FJ§3E A ) 2 SERIGIET: P2 B
BEp m°A PRS2 Y. meA IR T4
5E 1] 434k S 0 R g RE AN AE e P20 HelLa
4 i WTAP F1 METTL3 3 A Bk [ 19 2> 5 5040
PTG, 1 WTAP I B4 R & SvESEPE A s

KA B B L R T, ALKBHS %2 R R e /0 B 2%
PLNAE T R B 5% B7, FTO NI AR REFD 2 248 IR
iR S P, YTHDF2 45 4 1) mRNA {5 6] Tk
PR D, HLIE R AR S T s A S B
AR & A ARG O ghah, FERRIG T4, m°A
Al PAS2 M mRNA AR, 4 7 20 i 1 | 3 88T
VB g s 2H 7K P A 76428 1l TV 6 &40 9% - R0 4 e
12, gz |, mRNA m°A B HA EEAY)E
e, FERIBR I AR AE I e A R

mRNA m°A &1 () FF 3 Ak Al 25 B 6L i T
RAEAEANIAZ . AR pre-mRNA ] N 75 X 351 47
7E m°A, $Eoi% H LA AS 1 7T 66 R 7% mRNA #i 4
e E BT YN T B A mRNAMY, METTL3 3
KT ER 51 A9 m°A ZKF T B2 5 80 mRNA &84
BIY R AL, FFREEET ps3 5 Tl A4 i
VT3 b, IR R 4 1 R A 2 2 s R e s
METTL3 H3Y Eg 57 1 [\ Y5 £ X MTA 5 8742 4% iR
1 WTAP (AtFIP37) Al B 1E F, #2 /" m°A 7 fg 5
mRNA 87 #2245 0 WTAP, METTL3. ALKBHS5
FERIRRAR A H, mRNA A KPR 35 1 BT 4
A AR ZEARL BT, FTO 3R R £ 520 H 34k
A& 1 K F, 3038 1 5 B U)K -7 SRSF2 45 &
F| mRNA _E /KT, &S 80 81 5048 A [H
(R A B9 A TE I F XY m°A A& 1 TT
A& 1% T hnRNPC 8% [H T-45 & mRNA & T 5
F, M52 i mRNA (9 85 3 7% B 2, mRNA
m°A &1Hi ) RRACH 551 1 B FAL T I 1 2 8 7
W% mRNA fin TAICE

m’A & 1fi 7E mRNA ] 3'UTR [X 38 = ¥ & 4,
[F INF, 33X — [X 38t 2 microRNA 1) 6] 25 4 [X 35,
Uk, m°A & 1fi o] fig & 2 5 1 #% microRNA 5
mRNA [f155 43 F2. 7E 3'UTR fE7E m°A 1& 1155 5%
K, 29 67% &4 &b —A microRNA &5 447 45 1Y,
ARSI =K I T microRNA #% mRNA m°A H
SN A e BN, RS, RILT m°A A
5 20 0 5 4 P 1) EE L Ih BB . microRNA G i F¢ 51 i
XA mRNA m°A (97K F. A48 microRNA
[y 223 Bl 5 A8 HEE bR mRNA BE xR X 19551,
A DAY 5 55 mA H L B RS i U 2 METTL3 45 4 1)
RNA ( [F] B} 1% & RNA /2 microRNA #F5 ), i1
P m°A BT, 1%k RNA m°A HI3EE
B {40 7 3 METTL3 512 i) m°A /K7 T+ fE 2 3%
B /0 BRRCAT 4E 41 PR R 4 2 R 22 R T 40 T
R, R WINEIEgFE, I EAE IS meA R
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NG AR e TR A FEAF 2 T IR METTL3
—EROR, RERRCT N R AT e ) G R
2R 1,

142 m° A AEARILRNAN T (E2)

I E A meA B R AT A o, R
R Z K ARG IY RNA _EFRIFEFAESE m°A 81,
7SK. XIST. HOTAIR. HOTTIP. TUGI %, MIEH
M EE, m°A &4 EEAEE T lincRNA F11 antisense
PR K B g S RNA, A A T mRNA 52, m°A
TEW & F XM A e s T T IX 3, {3 m°A
&4 R R A T 5 & GAC (AR SF 4. @5t A
I8 m°A B ARG D LR T AR, R IR L5k
HEESHEARKEZRNE S, KWIERD
RNA 7] G638 i X Fh m°A &1 K 51 5 & A 57 75 41 i
P IERf AL H45 & DNA B8 RNA, BE 5 ma s ok
RS RE . RO AW AR, m°A 25 HI3E{LEE FTO
A A % 7 JE 4 9 microRNA (1) m°A &4 Y. 5
mRNA ZfL, IncRNA () m°A & 11 7] G [FFE 2 52
£ 4 % F 1 AE g RNA M), TESRA
AT NS o (7 =1 1 = M N 8 5 28

A
45%
41%
antisense ® lincRNA
i processed_transcript H sense_intronic
Hsense_overlapping BTEC
C

ACY

D

2 5-FREMAIFLE(mM’C)

2.1 HMFEAR

Bk m°A 4k, m’C j& 5 —Fh7E RNA ] 2 f74F
[ Stk st 0. H AT, DNA #1f) m’C &1 2
2N R B AL 2B FL R, T /E RNA A
FUMAL TP B, HABMRAL £ 2 A REAE DL S 2R
W Ofe A2 V. G, 7E RNA m’C 3t
DRI ZH 7K1 b 1 BT RS W B A 402 D e T3 T A 4]
SR,

T8 H AT DR BT % F2 ARl RNA # 4R 7K |
) m’C BIFEE . B4 NI, OF 4 MM T
m’C [F1 547 f 4552, 43 A RNA T B8 5  7
m’C-RIP, Aza-IP, miCLIP""", H 1 RNA W % B
R P & H AT sy BAR I 73, 1T ] DU I 2
RNA 28 7 fiii 1R 5 A 31 7 6y PR e we 1Y) I FE 4k
omszng, i R e 2 AN B A R AR . 5
VAR IR £530 7 7R [F], m’C-RIP. Aza-IP Fl miCLIP
TEFEARAR T =R AL, (R, AT DLk 4
o Ak A 3 B RNA AR, I REZE S it

57% 43%

Hexon ™ intron

Nuclear acid binding Lo
Ton binding

i

rotein binding

A: FHEmMAB ARG FSRNAZE KRB E R . DIGENCODESHREE NEH, m'A I B 1K ARG iSRNA T 2 Eantisense
RNA LK lincRNA. B: m°AMBE #2547 T AR IDRNA I ZR G X (SN2 Fexon) FEER 5 X (P & Fintron), H.P& T 145
ZFANET. C: AFRIZRNA m°ABH A SmRNA—SIMRFF5]: GGACU. D: m°ABMKARRILRNAKIRE E L. £

T N MIREE S HEALIEYE. EASANE TEE.

B2 JE4RAIRNAFRmMAEIHR S R INEEE &
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JERIERE R R RNA RS, (F(RFFER RNA 753
T [ R B o R AT DA AT I 3], R Y )
BURAMEAI T RNA MG B2 26 W0 /7 J7 35, kil 3 (1)
m’C BN s R T T K T 5 . AT T 52 2
DFEA IR ], 72 mRNA F AR B> 1) m’C 184
17 3T $0 3 i S A R R W Y Tk K L, #F HeLa 2l
H mRNA FlHESi S RNA [ m’C FEAEE] Z 1
i, I HAFR] T AL m’C g Y
2.2 SFHE

1R 22 1 40 B8 DA S B A1 (RNA HH S 4l
WESEAETE m°C 84 VY, 846 {7 o5 32 AR Hp 7R A AR
BRI, AT, X MBI T DR
tRNA [ 251, 5200 & mE A0 I T B 205 - 1)
WA gk Ah, m’C B & A7 /E T tRNA 45 &
tRNA &R PRI P ) X 3 Y

2012 4F, Squires 25 "% 3ok SV A% 12 Ak FR G S
HEEMFHAREE T mRNA 1) m’C &6 55,
H-F5 H mRNA 1) m’C 184 5 2 5 A2/ B X
(3'UTR F1 5'UTR) L J AGO %5 [ 45 &7 BT
2.3 1&ImES(E3)
231 m’CHIREER R

1 m°A —FE, RNA m’C &4 th 7] fit & sh 45 Al
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