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The research progress on the functions of plant aspartic proteases

WANG Ya-Rui, WU Yan*
(State Key Laboratory of Hybrid Rice, College of Life Sciences, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Aspartic proteases are important proteolytic enzymes which are widely distributed in mammals, plants,
bacteria and viruses. Recently, more and more family members of aspartic proteases have been identified in plants.
The roles of aspartic proteases in plant development have been reported in numerous studies. In this brief review,

we highlight the structures and functions of plant aspartic proteases, and also discuss the prospect in underlying the

molecular mechanisms involving in aspartic proteases of plants.
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KA H R & 1 i (aspartic proteases, APs) /& £
KRG A BB S & ot s M IR AT AT
TahaE g b 2. flin, WA E &
fifg (Pepsin). #tFL (Chymosin)”'. ' % (Rennin)™
IS AR A ) 2H 23 B 8 (Cathepsin)D A E 45, 14
BT RAAREAMN. REAAREAMN ZomT
MR 20 Wi, (e ESHNA . 20 H
90 FA, MY RADREAMERTHEY, Wk
K (Zea mays L.)/K¥ (Oryza sativa L.)~ /N3¢ (Triticum
aestivum Linn.); XA, WHLEE IF (Arabidopsis
thaliana) =% (Brassica campestris L.) R 5L (Nicotiana
tabacum L.). 8% (Solanum tuberosum) 51 415
B o3 B, XK g Bl ) E B AR AR AR ) BT o
K 2 1y B S5 Sk AR B (Cirsium japonicum) 4%
MR DS A . JETEHE (Nepenthes distillatoria)
()45 £l B V5 AL W (pitcher fluid)™,  BLK 7K 75 ¥ JIE 3

hREIE R RRE AR GAE Y, thah, K&
FUBR B 1 AR 7 0 B R 2 v R B

MATTRET )R 4 2 PR B 1 I 1) B i ST AE B))
IR L2 b Y APs 2 EHS S
AR AR &E PR MR T
(programmed cell death, PCD) %61t f2, RN S5
PR Pudi. R PSR, gk, W
Kk Z M RAHREOMAR T 7, Jhdad
P S DI REREAT 7R IT . LR IT AR FE
I FEIC N R o 38 I 57 1 40 i T P AR A P,
Xia &5 ' 43 15545 AP J:[Kl CDRI (constitutive disease
resistance 1), %% K 7] 8 /& P #H < 2L K, CDRI1
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EAEHME R RER R, AR — M R
(BG4 SN KRG OsCDRI LT+ CDRI F [
SN, HREZIEDBHRIESFOFES " £
FITEUKAEY, CDRI R:N 25 1 HE PR 41 17 A
T (R e U, T 40 R T DR 4 T B AR AE
60 % it R A R B B I 2K . Takahashi 2 1
WL AT AP R A AR IR, KL —LL AP
FEREMFEIFA AR T ZRIE, R T REAR
HEMDIREM Z AN . ARSI = AT A SCHIE 7T R I
ARG I+ R X R IR E B LK ASPG1 (aspartic protease
in guard cell 1) 25 ABA (abscisic acid) {5 5/ 5
(ke R FE . ASPGT FE K ) 3 ik 32 2y A 45 AR 1
i, XH5ES5SFCH, #THEkE SR
BERFHEW & U B BT 8 2 78 7K RS 5 DR 4
TEAE 96 A AP JE A 19, 3 b b — A4 il RS oA
R T N = B D 5 € 3PS BN VA =N L -3
LI AT AL ) ORFS 5 PR g i — M R A IR E 116
S5 47 &4 1 3 4N 3% [A] ORF3. ORF4. ORFS Ky, iX
3IAFEIA N “ R T — R RS (killer-protector
system) LA RIAE 2R E 17,

READREAMKEREEDEKKEHPASE
BN A SO A A R 4 2R B 1 Th e A
FBATERER, LN 5 AU 0T 74 L B0
WA o

1 EYREREREANKE

TE ) R 4 2 BR 5 (11§ (APs) /£ MEROPS % 4/
J%£ (http://merops.sanger.ac.uk/) H, F2 & FERR T 5
FIVEPE, XI5y 14 A s % 500 1 A2 T8]
HIHEA R RN =45k, 1Y) APs St — g
N5, 4N Clan AA. AB. AC. AD il AF',
Clan AA W5 REL & 7RI/ B[] APs fli i, H
HAE AL A2 PRAL 5. AT 5 B B H .
WL HZUE H B D A EL B 2K . Plasmepsins (PMs)
J% Histo-aspartic peptidase (HAP) ; A2 4 £ & HIV
retropepsin. At 4 FPE Y ) APs KA & b B K
R . RZBAEYR L AR E A E T Clan AA
W) ALY, G dtl g JF CDR1M Al PCSI

(promotion of cell survival )" &[4, /K&§ S5 £ /4
[¥) ORF5"™, 524 Al 2 pepsin F K51 -

2 EYRZFRRECEHNEN

ANFE A R AR R E B (APs) HA AHALK
EE MR . fERRTE pH 2140 T APs HA /KRB 1)
TR, SR, HAEPEREWE L Pepstatin A 4] KHE
gy KL W) APs 1) 5 B2 1R Fp 21 AL 5 3 AN EB 4 - N g
(amino-terminal). 18 %45 A 4 A\ £ %1 (plant-specific
insert, PSI) # C % (carboxy-terminal)®”. #i % APs
(1) N i A1 C i 5 0 FL3h W) S AE Wi APs 17 1
HA R Wi 1 fiR, EY APs 1N i
18 % L4515 5 K (signal peptide). FT ik (propeptide)
LA VEAL R 45K 5 (Asp domain). N 3 {5 5 K7 41
55 APs FiAAR IA] 5 I 1) B s A G, ATIEIX 40
Fe R IETRA R, T AL A X 3 B AN R S (1)
T ) APs fiE 1k AL 51, B AI143 5 2 Asp-Thr-Gly #
Asp-Ser-Gly. ZR1M, TEZNVIFIHAEY T, A2 —H8
7y APs Hl L B A — A Asp-Thr-Gly i fr 57 [X 35,
SRR SR g (APs) FERRPE SR A T i iR
XS RUONERYE S A2 h AR 2 T 22 (1) 7 e T
fEHTE IR E, I HATIKX B i) 2B R AERR MY
ST 7R EPIERATS, APs 2 RKAEAATIHAR
P, AEIEAR P A R A 2R 5 1 B ARG
A LERFER I HE D) APs (£ T VR PR v B 1 B
4 om, a0l B T ) CDRI1 2K [ 78 8¢ 1 pH 1
(pPH6.0~6.5) i 35 P de v '

APs [ 4 TE A H— 2 B0 SR INEE Df A &
i Ak B, Hon T B FE A MR k. MAE Y APs
AT E I TR By, A5 5 Ik 1E P 5 9 Ak i B
Yist, HAE R RAN PST 7 412 75 8 E s #2 v
e E bR THY) APs 15 208 2 B el 4R 5 PR A7 R 25
RIS C o e HJE, A LERFER VAR Y APs (1)
BA TR R A F. fn Lufrano 5 ™ 75 3 4
(Cirsium vulgare) /1 %2 vi & 1 73 & 1 — FiAE A
APs, FH AN cirsine B H K APs 75 EE
i W R R P B R KA A RE AL OIS TR G (H
cirsin W ASF],  J6 75 V12445 5 IR AT Ik X Be i A

Asp domain PSI

carboxy-terminal |

signal peptide propeptide

amino-terminal

Bl EYIAPsERGMEREE
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HEARBKWEE ™. AR Z HYRE AR
EAMY S PSIFPAI, %751t 50~100 4> 2k
BRI IER . RPN EAT 6 MR I IR
WL JUA KRS | ARG /L, (BRI
Vi ah i PST 31 2 R AROK, B REE IR E H
e B R P ) 2

3 EYRZIREBDEAVELR 75 I
EL

) APs J W] AE M T o> B RS 1. 1)
APs EN— PR /KR, REOS R K0 T I8 B R
IKfRNBIERR Ny #ERZE (Hordeum vulgare L.)
PR R B, AP EELEEF G A R
R PR E R 5, ERARIR = h R IE E AL
e TER B MR 7RI WPk 2 F0Fh B 55
gitrh, 35 AP RIE. MY APs fEFR T
oA, AMTIIEE T R T R ERE SR, I
Ah, AP WAFFETHURGIT. W8, B RRSF R B
T B BEEM R BREN, AITWEER], £
TV H A AL, St B 8 A il 21 AP A R
WAE KRG v v R 56 — N R A AR R R R A
Oryzasinl . "EAEH K EIM T Ym0 iR A rhk
KB, Asakura %5 P9 HEW Oryzasinl AT RES 5
W B RN L5 B . KRS AE S 2~4 F,
Oryzasinl WRILE FABEH Bl E, H
LiLE M, UL Oryzasinl {EFp 11 B33 A2
K¥ETEZEAEH. EREMRS, ANKI—F
TR A A IR 5 1 Phytepsin, JAES& AR &
KEME P, Aib = uf s RER, TR
KRR E ARG R ASPG - BAFLE T4 L L
. EMARKREARS . X-WR5ERAE
125 ABA 155/ T 18R o A —5 .

SR AE ) APs JE LRI . B E BT AT
RN, NATTR I APs 7540 i o 1 e A7 H 52 2 A0
(1o ltn, 558 APs Befs e Ar 7E 40 i BE B P 5T I AL
WEFRARIA, R A& SRR B 1 I R A 48 i v 1) o o m
Re 5 EATETRA ) PSLIF HIA X PSLF A5 314
MG ) APs 3 F A1 RIENE, (HE) 5330
Y11 soposin C 1= FE R, 1% 5 F BE NS T V4 i 14
IR B- 2 LB A9 22 I i 1§ (B-galactosylceramidase)
AN B- > FLBE F B (B-galactosidase). Jil L jil 4 [ 48
) APs 55215 1§ D (cathepsin D) #1751
J 3D g5k oy AL EBIA Y, cathepsin D
0 T R 30s 50 - soposin C [ B B A4 fit Sz 2 3

R E AR ERL B Y APs B PST FEFIHEA N
AT B85 i E 20 PN B e Ah R a0 . I AR AT I
L% PSI @RS o, N uR/ERRYE pH T ¥
Ji helix-kink-helix [ £544), B A5 002 M6 fl & 1)
B, I SZIL T R AR R AR R0 M E s 0,
WHoiRM, HLREY T APs AN PSI T4, HAL
Y M e AL 2 PP 2 FE, AndUL RS T PR AH S CDR1
SENLTan s U, T 5 a A 55 ASPGI AL T
PR T KRS T M BERE S R IR 19SS A ALY
ORF5, J.4ufis(r) AP A PSL/F4, HE/RIL4H
JHo e 57 T REANTE VRS, 4 ¥% FE B (immuno-electron
microscopy) 44 % & x, ORFS & fir T4 s ik 1O,

4 EYMRZIREBEAINEE

4.1 EARMMISERE

T4 APs 2 5 /8 P04k 8 B 5 0 0 T 5 B i
AR FhrEg T, SRR R (EFL
) B, gt s B R R, SR
B R A AR, B APs xF H 347 hn T AES ),
2 A DIRE R E B, W Rh 7 R A2 R
EHMZ 5 M7 5 E 25 & (albumin) [ 2S F#
RN T, XSl i B 2 AT, ERR S
i ik #2 7 (post-translational process) #% APs 8 1] A
PR 2% AN ) FH B BRI SR AR (R, AT T 8 ol
28 JE 8 A P, TR 28 T R A AL S R
2 R A L ARG, HRPTREL A R AR AR e, A
TEAD R 2 45 L EE (/R Y A4 T e
K, TERKEKEHNZSYE, XM &
HKENRIERR N+, AEYIAK K E A
U5, e AR B B R A2 IR B I )
ER g, PR R B BT AL, TR
HHAEMAERK TR RE R P NERPHDNREE
1% 5 B WAPT H1 WAP2 TER 1~ 8 & F1 R 75 v
FiL. WX E B R IR alifl, RILH
REVH T B (gluten) JIEY), MR EE ER/NEL
R ) —Fh . A TIRFUIX S APs AR FE 22 T RE,
PA— R (imbibition) 15 i1/ Ff7- bt okt il
L JFEALZ43E (in situ hybridization) 5256, K I WAPI
AN WAP2 T B AE R JE F (scutellum) AR 7 2
(aleurone layer) 3R ik . M T h WAPI 1E5EA
IR A Ik B X — IR S KR
EEBDIREAE 2
42 EYIREMMEEFMEET

MEYEHE TN, B R — R
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ISR, EREEBDH . 22, Fir
GAENIEE, SR AR ZAR A, g
T A8 RAA. DNA P2, Jhit, 14
VIO E I R AP OR R B IES, MRS s
Wz TR, BRI, B S,
BT i s, BVt APs F 855
T AR R DA OCEERE (rubisco) [ AR
DA R R L 2 ML S R . AERE SRR L #%
(Populus tremula) & {0 F A R 3E K, Bhalerao
2 BB B AN R A R 2 1 T S IR E 4h o A o
JUPARIE, (BN FhRIEEHEI R 7
MR a2 R, AR ES, ek R
DLREAA  SCIEIR R, XD RAARE AN
A 5 40 M b e g% A ) B R % D) A G Cruz de
Carvalho 25 P2 {F 5L & (Vigna unguiculata L. Walp.)
HE N RAEIRE O EER udPl, R
RNA E[IiZF (Northern blot) 45 %, & I iZ3E K 72 F
MZfRE e RIE, HAEREZ M i 5K
BAE. ML, AHENNZEE T RES S T R
IR fEMHE A, Kato 28 B R I 7 F 1SR4 1)
HE CND4l 25 [ M 5 32 2 % Hi s -1,5- — R
FRALEE 4= 5 H (rubisco holoprotein) )[R fE, H
CNDA1 17K 5 JHFL 20 B 24 A 1) e s /K1 247
FHIG. 5B CND41 [R5 () 400 7 I 5 8] A At A
AREBIMER B, fE D=, SPAPT & A il
HRADZREAN, S5 OHmEEAH FEE,
{H SPAP1 { i B F M 32 IR B RIEIEH,
BIE T E OIAE Sl 2 AR R E S 54 6
I P, — 2 APs 52 5 T AHY 41 AR E AT T
(PCD) #F2, K72 ) phytepsin £ nucellin 2§ H 1)
%57 PCD i 2 B, H  phytepsin F= K 76 )
T R A I R A O R b Rk B, nucellin J
IR U S 7 A2 32 K (double fertilization) Ji5 i3k 47 %2
15, IR K Z 2R DAL 75572 (Fagopyrum
esculentum Moench.) Fl 743 2 H T R A R 55 A
fils K[| FeAP12, Timotijevic &5 P7 % FIL1% J ] 76 Fh
TRE D WER RERIE, ZERE ]S BRO
(nucellus) f{FEMFEAG G, R IT PCST B:R 5 IR iR K
BAA MG <. PCSI FEAEAL MG f 5
RIS, HZEER AR, MR E IR
SR, (AR TWE, EREEHnEAGRIEE
TFE, MAick TR IEEF RS PCD A K, K,
ZE A R H] PCD AR ™. BH IR EOR, K
TR & AR R (I 55 [N OsAP25. OsAP27°Y UL K

OsAP37™ ¥ 2 54k il #2 th PCD. Os4P25,
OsAP27 25 T AL 4B IR MR, OsAP37 5 PCD
I FEH caspase-like protease(s) HIPIEAH <. Os1295
K5 Oryzasinl BA R & B [RYRM:, (HATE &AL
IKFEHEL AR cDNA SCEH R R,  HazE K 7
MRS CHEREE T R RIEEHE EA Y, gk
Frik, IR IUR Z Y APs EiEE A2 5
B [ 3EE ) PCD @2, (HIFRA LBRIUEE,
B EARALS] A B
43 HIRENMBR N

CA K EIERIESCHEY) APs 2 5 E AWl 4R
YA id FE . Cruz de Carvalho 25 “ESE & (Phaseolus
vulgaris L.) FELE I Fy o 73 85 R A 24 1R 8 1 1
FEDR, R I ATT R i SR KT AR B 1 52 B 5 EhE
53 UFFRZEA T A HE IR, W B 5
LA B LR OK B (salicylic acid, SA) Kb FEHT,
W H R R A2 R B ISR [R] Fed P9 (13235 KT |
P SR ANAS [B]) SR K 3 5 (Ananas comosus) HE
ITWOR 5 ¥ Ab B, R I ¥4 5t A AP B[R AcAPI
FKiEET v, Mo —dEPisEmpd, AdcAPl Rk
T, HILU AcAPI Al ReZ 53 1 OGRS it
i i . B SR IR T ASPG B[R 2
571 ABA {5 5@, @i IH5740 04 ROS (reactive
oxygen species) 7K1 (14, YT 5 PriE L
Z W R =R g R ER, ABA RIT 5
18 ¥ 68 98§ F+ ASPGI ) R 18K F, I & EKIE
ASPGI g% 2 i fr D40 g vh ROS 177 A2, 52
ABI2 (ABA-insensitive 2) 3 [ (s KT U, AR
iEfH, ABI2 Befig ) H,0, FI45 817 31 <AL
e ™, Uk, ASPGL AT AEIE Y ABI2 {13k
KPS EILH R B R e 5 () T R

br 725 & MAEE YL 2, Y APs
Z S5EYIN YA R R . FAE 20 2D 90 44K,
Rodrigo £ " fEMHEANZ il (Lycopersicon esculentum
Mill) i B 1 e A T AR APs, BT 5
T2 #H 9% 2 (1 (pathogenesis-related proteins) ] [% fift 45
o Guevara 55 " 7E By £4 2 f He 25 b 43 B9 1 StAP
FEDR, P HREEEAT FLB G A E  AAR BE, R
1 35U Y& B (Phytophthora infestans) Ji& J& [f) 4 21+
StAP kKR Ty, BRI RE S B )
FLIF I FE (cyst) BIBA K . UFTT CDRI K 2w fidh—
AU MR A IR . G SRR IE CDRI
R, MERBEAB. PURER, AR, Wi
N IE R Rk, R 2B U A, Rtk
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R 2 J2E R 1T R -5 Ao SR A A2 A 26 1 K
FEH—L AP LR Z 5 T AW ia N g . KIEE
TP 5 F77) SA FIZEF£18E — 14 (benzothiadiazole,
BTH) &b i J5 OsCDRI ) Rk & % 3% L, Ui B
OsCDRI W] Rg 5K REHUm A < M. Alam 25 ™ gt
F OsAP77 SE I ThEE, X/KFEMEMREAT T 284
H, KWAEHE. HE. RS e, KEgEE
M) OsAP77 FKiEW BIEH . KR =M
f (isonicotinic acid, INA). i 48 1k &A1 i 7% R &5 Ak
M2 JE, 4T 0s4P77 IRIEREBE FiR
. HIEN KRG OsAP77 2K [E R 2 5 749
FEEED a5 %] (Vitis vinifera) %23 E ¥
(Uncinula necator) &Yy, HJEMr=g&4%
FFm. AR 4 AP LR K R IE K FER A
RS s B, X RIE RIX S LN 1T jE 2
57 BB BRYR aa B g B

5 BHEERE

APs 2R — R EEKRME KR, 25
PRI 2 P AR B B R, A (R i A 1
TG PERRPUR . AR e P AR AR e S R R I ATAAR
VR R YRS, G R ARSI I A 1 i
JiEA EEER P BT ClanAD FEHIHE %K
(presenilins) KA RAE, 23 T B L3N BB R K
BR M5 (dementia in Alzheimer’s disease) *™ 45, |
fitt APs FEAN[A] AR B BE A T IV FIPLEE, KA
A3 UGS IR T 98 S 1) B v B AL B 1
FRRARHE . i, X BB W 1 APs g5 A4 A
Rt e v B, RIZE A T IEH A
RN, —MRYEFFRRK, AU S Thae T B,
BIMR KB A, BIREER . T APs A& H 18 B 7
I e, Rk, FHADEERGR /N 13RIk
AN, K42 T — DR FE L R G S5 1 2 R
HHIL T ., APs (R F00F AN 2R )4 R B A 25 K e
FETHEY) APs 5 AW R A APs 1) C i
AN 3 F7 40 s BE R, AATIFEXS shd) S A=
APs T 5T I B A -, XHE Y APs 1 T ¢ H 2538 i,
WS 7 —RAIMBt St sk, BHRENTRM
WY APs Z5 7 HE RN TAREM . HAKEZ
A PRFE P PEBE TS P PLisEdfE. Y APs
S5 AR A E I RE, R, TR
VE RS BT A6 R P e 100 555 1 38 30 AT IR AN BF
Fto HT APs fERR PRI T BA B & s AR E
P, VELE SN TATIARE) 2z R B,

FEFEIEEI, APs B AR A e ) T s R
BV, APs FIEJS & RN A Y A MY
APs fEEMIIR P — MR INEE X IR, 2 12
IR AR BEE 7 B BOR R A S B 2210
RIE, HORMZ Y APs $i 5Tk sr 5, XL —
PR ECAS [F T ef APs FEREDR KP EARAERI > T2
&k, RSN EARKNIIEAE E/m. BR0
BT T —2% APs S [, Jf#Ezn T EANERIE AT
e 2 Rmhohag, HWPTC 7K AREES 1R, (HI2XS APs
RIVE FIBLEL A T AR ARAR D o ARSI Ak mT RE 2 T
TN APs 7585 51 I o 2% vh 38 1) A 1 S L
RN e .
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