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GC-MS-based plant metabolomics researches
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Abstract: Metabolomics is one of the very important parts of systems biology. Gas chromatography-mass
spectrometry (GC-MS) as a mature technology has a lot of advantages, such as high resolution, high sensitivity,
good reproducibility, with a large standard library and relatively low cost. It has been early applied to the field of
plant metabolomics, and now still is the main technical platform for plant metabolomics. This review introduces the
technology from the aspects of basic mechanism, derivatization methods, data acquisition, data analysis and
database. Meanwhile, the review comprehensively summarizes the applications of GC-MS-based plant
metabolomics to the analysis of gene function, the genetic mechanisms of plant metabolism, plant metabolic
response to stress and applications to biotechnology and bio-breeding.
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BEE N KRB A F Rl e, &M
WES MBI A . JE R 22 5w 8 1 A an Rk )i
MR, JERCRMHED) | s A . EE AL
RFHY, REHZERRERE. RS
(Metabonomics/Metabolomics) & 7E B 78 4= 9 42k 5% 2H
21, TLE AN AN o AR gy B
B R R ST, RERNSERA
Z IR B AR AL RGN ER R AR
HER—DHTT, AT IR REF P ThRE, N
AEDHR I B IR AR 22 A

TR 2 22 AR A 2 I A N . &
IR 30 JIARM, A ESE AR A P,
AT e A AR SR AT 20 75 ~100 JiFh .
AR T30, R 22 HAR SE G BeAS [B] A 288 (1) AR
VikiENIE . BT S XA RREAEYE S
HEALH 2 FEPE AR AR N R AR N 2%, =
FARREHR “afb2p T £2%, MR
BER, g, e R A EEEA R
At XA SEYET A A R BBk .

AR ZH 28 78 1) 7 SRR T & M R &
IR IRE . HAT, AR
FERHAMW R AT G, #ILIREE (nuclear
magnetic resonance, NMR) ~F- & F1J5i i (mass spectro-
metry, MS)F & . L NMR B A {8 F 0 RE & AL 2
52 e 1) EE B R B G PR 2 A S R 4 Y, E
RS E B E ) R AR B, TSR
FRHIFEA IO G o BT AR Jyar i 25 30 3 1% Fh
W B AER A, BT S AR 22 A T AR
AL L4y N SR 61 J5T 1% 5K A (gas chromatography-
mass spectrometry, GC-MS). i AH 1 5 % B (liquid
chromatography-mass spectrometry, LC-MS) 1 & 4f
R YK £0 1 5T 1% BE T (capillary electrophoresis-mass
spectrometry, CE-MS). iX 3 Ff i - i i B 4 Hr
F2 AR 53 790 T A A AN [ B AN S ) AR, AR
Z WA EMES. LR RHWEMI AR, #
ANEese e BB Ew ©. LR, #f
FN RIFIR RIS 2R BOR, DU A 4% 25 b
THERILH, TRANR— BT EOR AN

FERS HABAC U A 7 73 Hr R T 5, GC-MS &
RA R e N & iR e —, &5 A
FARHAL 2 (FREFER 70 M ) B SCE R 2 FH GC-MS
S Mt R 2 LB U i AR 1 . GC-MS 2 B
NECAR) 3 - BUEIHEOR . —, BT H PR
s REEE. BIML, BAAREREREYIE

P, ELARAHIAH AR K, JE A AP HTARRE 4 T
BN GHHE (A0SR AT R A
HIERPEOPIR, B AR T %
SHTFEL—.

1 ETGC-MSHIRHEF D RA

1.1 GC-MSHJRIE R KHEHA

AR R BN, IR RS
R R G, AT DUTE IR DD Bl DA 45 i 4,
F BRI TS (AR IR AL A Yk S 2
ANFE LA ] 8 AH e BEVE IR IR B0 22 57 ) OANTR],
FEI 2 AH L s Al (B ECR) A AFE R A, T
RE AR H K. B> SE R AR, E A
R R s A TR AR . H AR i
A OSSO, AR SIER RS T, R
JEHEN TR AT AR o BRI AT S AN [F) BT L
WGP IF, Bl HFREEE ARG S, XS
FEHBY R =4EE R, EREEE. mz, BF
SIS, M B TR 15 S AT D SE A M 6 P o AT
EME.

GC-MS i # & TR T & T
(electron impact, EI), EI & F-J& AT 22 38 5 55 22
BUBRZZ IR, FERmETRMT, RMHIT LK T H
TGRS T N TR T EE UL R, &l
HFReR— N 70 eV, I K TFE 5 1B AL AL,
Tl RBeE ST T R B RE, AL T
TRAEZRM . BTEGER— D EER AR W)
BRSNS TR, B, NES THEER
FARE it A S 8 R ZE O BE e {H2, GC-MS ] EI
BT R EG S, AR T LT e B S T e
R RS AFTF LC-MS, GC-MS AR[A 4T 2 []
FR S T RN ARMR, BB Pt

AR, KATHA (time of flight, TOF) 28J5 i
K FEGHE . TOF FL A7 5 ey (1471 4 22 AR e 1 B
REERCE, MR Nt (a], TOF K5 iR 1583
B KT VU BT, AT 350 g e i,
TR B 52 B2 A B e B35 Bk =170 3 TOF
Kk, AMER LGRS YR BT K, o H A
X B — AN B T AT m o PR, G A R
PRAEEIE P, BERORHR e M A HERf L

20 20 90 AT R F SR 1) — At 4x — 4k SUAH
1% (comprehensive two-dimensional gas chromatography,
GCxGC) A MiER A @R m R A
e HAT o mmR r 8 TR —. il —4e it
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Moy E, BRESERIIH PR aH, HE2eZ
Y SRH U T 1) R 1B R OR, R A3 b 2K
LT
1.2 GC-MSTTHEMHEA

REFHEYWYIEREY) (=R R
PEIN . RIEFRACHT . MRDTER AT, BEACHE. H5284K
WA= AR AR ) 1E & GC-MS 737, ARARPER
A — BT 7 T BB/, AR R« K
QS N YN S S IN g R A g X A 1
TR KM GC-MS H H AT A 7k 2 WP AT
b D E 4K (methoxyamine) AL IEH
FURRL, B W& 7 e ek, B A - 0
fi A% (keto-enol tautomerism) B3 1l i L 54 10 B,
YT B 45 i 45 4 (acetal- BY, ketal-structures). i J7 %
PEII G RIAPAE Z P Y, R KIS DL 4 i
IFIRGE R AEAE, B ] BE DL B BE I 2 32 JE 1 1) 45
FIAELE, DRk, BEAEAT A AL o] BRAEAE 2 MTAEAL
(R o 35— 2 (1) F 4R A AR T 2 A i = e
K (syn 1 anti) W ELEEATAEAGT= W), 80 /0 4 B oA
A= Vs 5 0 R = SRR N, B
JH 2 N- FR B -N-( = FE AT ) — 90 £t [N-methyl-
N-(trimethylsiyl)trifluroacetamide, MSTFA], i %t 1k
F ok £ ¥ G R FE (-OH), 3 (-COOH). & 3
(-NH,). %kt (-SH) %5 KA TR SR 1 1 5 H A 5
TR, REEHHIRAR AT 410
G, W T xR AT A, FRAS T 2T

FTAEAC I R REAR RS AR 2 22 1K 20 i, A58
AATAR A A 2 e U =TT ELAR RN TR R R
Zetk . Koek %5 " 52 T AR I 407 A= A 2 g A A
EME, AR 0 3 28, ARSI
BAEANFRMATAENR AR . B R EYe
A RIEERIE A, k. JRITRRAA VLIRS,
XL 1 & AT AL 5 756 55 B FDA(Food and
Drug Administration) 5¢ - §8 [f] ¥ 51 73 B () 25K, fiT
HEABLRELE 60%~115% Z [8], AHRIARAE 2 RSD<5%.
B R EW R SR AR AR, W
AR BERARESE, AT HRA B AT AR
HIEM P ERIREE. B =R UEYR &AWL,
P, BARREEMIA AW, WA NAE, ATAAk
BUR R R AL > My e > Bkt > 20k > Biflg. AL
AT AL IR AR B, MSTFA B A f I (T A4 2L
R, HmEEWCRAEINE, AT R A
T P A 0 I ) B R, #E MSTFA s il 1% 1
TMCS (trimethylchlorosilane) F: AN BEHE ke AL AR «

Ty A — oy 2 AR I B A AT AR A T ——
SR Wi (methyl chloroformate, MCF)"'™?, &
e R AT AT AR . R R A LIRS, AT
WAL SONE, AR O I T 2 A R B 2 2Rk
FIFT AL SN AT AFEZK AT, Nature Protocols 7%
BT PRI VR o U
1.3 GC-MS#iER&E

XFF RS P GC-MS AR 22 0 #r, BT Xk
IR R DL S S RE B J0, —BeRAAA
KA TT 20, HHEEAS 2 A (AR 8 JBR (metabolic
profiling). AE 8 (7] 1Y) GC-MS 77 v AH XF §8 7] 43 #1 F5
ErREEE. REER. &EEBERE. GC-MS
RS E A B AR, R EE TR A, BN
GC-MS 4 22 o BT i 20 2 — o T A% 42 1) 3 1) 2
o7, R ER s SR MAE Y oE L T TR I 2%
1, i B 7 AL (select ion monitoring, SIM) B,
% Jx N & U (multiple reaction monitoring, MRM).
VP[5 HE DR A 4 H R B m) 1) e VR i
CRUETE 7 ) SIM B MRM J732: MY, HAAGE o 5 4%
(quality control, QC) FEAS ( Ak — LA 1 HUAH []
SRR A AL ) M6 RS 3R B A 1 e AR (i
LGB A RT AT ), SR A XS O i g N7 0
PE (RE R ) o k. dEEE SIM B MRM R 4E
77 AR M AR e A R U, HAth g 2k
LT B 1), MRPEAREG, XRh “HUEER T 5
P BRSSP FEA R AL, anRAR A A
AU KPR R ZH o FO0T 3B A% A A R RIASE A
HEEREA, TBEAE R 2 BObE A AR AE AR AT LA
7E QC HiEH R o iR R ANAE D B AR AR FE ]
g, SRMBARIRER, RAAEELER % QC I,
TEEMBEEARK . FEN, QCHEARNIEEN
BRI BRE AR VS e ROk, i
T AR BH 14 &5 SR AR R R 43 B B — e R 50
1.4 GC-MSHEUETALIE K BIHEEE

TERITZ LGt i /i, T irids =
IR GEEE, E R HAT AL, 3R R,
B 1§ i 5 A1 (deconvolution). WX 5%, 1§ 8 & .
PR AH— 455008 Hdr, HESER RS
AN [EAE AR UGN S5 A0 EE A R HE o 0 388 1) 3 AT A 4H.
ME, BdE T EE R AR BOE el e AR
RIAT . A A 20 M ZESRAES K B 4T, Ok B I 1]
(REERE AN SR i AN ] Bk e, TR —PPEE X BT
AT 2 VS XS SF v M . B AT
KT GC-MS AR A A RAH =702 — R TTIEY
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WHFE, Hrp R ORER 72 X T8 o pr . SR, IR %
GC-MS ¥ 8 F 3C & 75 4l TiUAL BE 58 73 A 4045 EL L
[ NGk €73 0S iy pr a1 | Il e et 3 5 37
*F T mQTL (metabolite quantitative trait loci) F1 mGWAS
(metabolome genome wide association study) 7347, H
TRARE X, M&MEERZEER TER R,
V&g =l (NPT B = 7N el =i

H #1A P A0 710 i GC-MS $idis, —Flg e
GC-MS K524 LC-MS SRALEE, FEBUE TR IEREAT
ST, AT XCMS. MetAlign, MathDAM.
MetaQuant, MET-IDEA %5 ; 5 —Fh 75k & B B4
GC-MS %4 17 i B B, B R 8K A MCR,
TagFinder. PyMS. MetaboliteDetector %5, {Hj&, H
IS F 88 i B M B F A4S 2 . Robinson 45 " 15 1k
P A sh A BRI S B H B GC-MS gxf 5, 2R
L2 A 7 21 18] 1 B X e GC-MS 1] LA 3R 45 b #E 1) 5
R, Fril, 5 LC-MS AL, GC-MS % & i
PUESE L

2 GC-MSHEYRIFEZF hrIN A

AR ZH 22 E NS BT 90 R 0 12 W7 45 4 e AL
AR S U MRS B N AT
FER Dy Ref 7T AR AR S AU 28 1 45 L3R Y At
T S TRt AR W 2 A 7T B, ARG N T E
PR E IR AT
2.1 EYMREEFEEEREMRFINA

T WA 20 2 AR O 5 48 A2 W) % (1) B B 20 Al
gy, AERE TN A B AE B SO AR R R A OR B
F({{E . Fiehn 2 ¥ 5566 GC-MS g 41 2% 7
RN B Dy Re R R R 7, SR T 4 U T
R . C24. Col-2. sddi-1 F1 dgdl Fttkl. sddi-1
RANRN C24 T H AL 4 R4 ¥k &R . SDDI %
Rz 55K E, E6= SDDIEHR T, BT T
SALE LGN 2~4 £k 41, B HAR R R, R
Ak dgdl 4y Col-2 15 NEIZE 4 K46 R, &
#& digalactosyldiacylglycerol (DGD) 4 i iff 3 [ ft) 5
AR AN 4 iR R B UL I 3k E AT T 326
AR, @ 3T 3 B 4 43 BT (principal component
analysis, PCA), 4 P& PR R4 7+ S IR X 55
S5 0GR, AR A ARy — MR A A A,
F R B R i 2 AR R A, X3 i ] i R Y
() R AR AR RN AR R R TF, T 9 Fe R R T g 12
BEF B, AR BAN B T 8L 25, 1 HIE X
B IR S XA AR B2 . A% G5 rh 2464 1 TP 25 )

KABILM T AL = RH GC-MS A UH
7S5 AFLP 70 TARIC H) DNA £ 35 177 i,
oA 48 Hh R 24 I e v R RN 52 0 B EHEAT X 4, RIS
% 5 — SEIBAE AR TR R P

ARG 2H 5 B s 2H Bt 245 6 mT LAY Zh Be 22 1A
ERF AR L, R I — LR R IR . MR
AR =) (AR 2 R . S ) SO
ARUFPANTE R A 728k Bt E 2], B4
BRI 9%, 0T 1 10 000 N4k 2H 50 (DNA B H)
A1 1000 MUY, KB B 1 R B mR A 4
FEFEY A RN, Ingmid i R R i 3L 8 2,
PIAS MYB #3610 5 87 B0 (0 4 K AH 5% 0 g A
—AMEE A BT s R
2.2 mQTLHrFImGWASS 1

HERALZER, marrE. wii, S57EY
) EARARU B UIAH OC o R AR S A 757 HH s A% PR 2%
], AEIE TR TR ERE. AR, FEEFMR
W B A FEA R HEER MR R, R =
MR BAIE H T A . w4 QTL #t,
FEAT AU A B 1 A% A7 R AR AR A 22 il J LA Y
WL U, Matsuda 25 P”' [ 85 44 (Oryza sativa
SasanishikixHabataki) 7Kg [R] 42 H A2 & (Back-crossed
Inbred Lines), K 4 F 4 #7177 % (CE-TOF/MS 43
s 7 RARE Y. GC-TOF/MS 43 #7 41 4= AR i 40
LC-IT-TOF/MS 43 #ifigfi . LC-Q-TOF/MS 43 #7 K A
AR =4 ) 43 % 2005 45 AT 2007 4F Fl R 1 7K Fg
sEATRCM, LB T 759 MREE S, HHF 93
AN A8 e b oA o A R AR B e, 38 MR
Wi I — A R R AR A M, e
5E tH 802 /> mQTLs., — ey LAWY, Wif e ts
(squalene). 3- F N & MR (3-cyanoalanine). A = [i#
(glycerol). K 4 Mk i% (asparagine). fig it (lipids) £
— SRR A B A R )T S g, Ak
FRAE/KFESE 3 SHtfk BARAER . SRR, K
TR w43 A 00 A 85 LU A RBURR T A 95 1)
mQTLs, B0 &Y WIAAE (s AR 40 77

4= FE R 20 S B 43 Mt (GWAS) 2 FH SRAS I 4 3 (]
AH Y P B WLIE A AR e AT I MR 2 T 3 A DTG
f—F k. #F GC-MS ) mGWAS J5ik S 7E
IR R P NG Y g E . Riedelsheimer
2 VR SL T 289 430K [ FE A% Ml 22 BRI I oK
P, X b RHAAT B K LD {8 (=0.1 at=500 kb) 1
56 110 4~ SNPs, %F GC-MS J77E, MIXEEHZT &
ot R A I ) 118 MR, E RS 21 M aE
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Bal#i, . BT GC-MSHE AR T 51 975

B2 13 AN, 7T RNARSE, HAth 20 H~C 50
FREPIAN ST A RAACE) . 8 GWAS 73 B R I
26 MEEWE SNPs B AR, SO KREMRE 32% 1)
WAL 7R (FIME 16.2%). 1E 9 24tk F Itk
T 15 AR Y -SNP A0 5 5, Bt 7
file BEAT I 15% (“FIYME 22.1%). AR BRTAY)
J5 T 5 FE R FE R (p-Coumaric acid). WIHEFR (caffeic
acid) 5 55 9 5 4 (4K b N A G A R AL R
(cinnamoyl-CoA reductase) £ |F i 5 [ FH IS4 (P- values
2.7 x 10°~3.9 x 10 %), B4k, XEERIAIE G AR E
. YIRS TY5 % B R A e
2.3 GC-MSTEEMnE. s R B s eI A

T 52 200 S B R G Ja 257 A B S e L
SN, ARUPAE T B e 2 S v 73 A AR B )
fth. HEYRRAEIE LS, 4ok T — R 513
GOEEN, N TEOE PR KB, HEE 0 R AR
e R ANAE S = T AW B e PN i
IR TR AL, DLHLRE S b A8 AR . A
IR E R ANEYI LS, % 2 IE A
DL 2 8 7R 7 oK e I XN R A R B
FRHEATIE H AR PEAR SIS T, 3R1G — L 550N It A
KPP SRV, X LR SN A = S Berh
AL E) T ARBE R VR R B SR AR LS T
Xt 5 2 W %5 0K 5 (Brachypodium distachyon)
JK GG J5 B (Magnaporthe grisea) HAF RE34T T
A, RIEEE— BRI AEYLE, e
AP 0 1EH AR L 2 B 5 1S SRRSO
F, B B S R A0 5 AR S AR 1 AR A AN
Ia [32]0

IR (P FIER ) AR P40 B T A 1) 52
W FCER N o Cook %5 P fifi Fif GC-TOF/MS K JH %
WF AN I8 F AR R A, SRI U L 1 P A
IR IF AT, Wassilewskija-2 (Ws-2) Fll Cape Verde
Islands-1(Cvi-1)( B 5 & BN 4 ). w3kt
T A34 R, a5 AR A YL S AR A DA
Ko E Ws=2 28R, 75% BRI e AR IR Ab 2R
Ja BRI s A Cvi-1 A28, 62% HREYIE
IGIR AL P2 5 25 B3N« Cvi-1 1 91% & B3 AX
W Ws-2 &8N — 3. ARSI
SELEREA P P IR SR A AR 2 o B
24 RBEZEEDEMRNEIRAR LENEA

Lo Ay =l iR o G Sl =B Y (S E I RE 7% 579 N P A
OB 8, AU 2= S i, 456
B N RN B B B SRS, BT ARG VPN B R A

Y1 (GM) 1 22 4k B2 Al B GC-MS #8L [n] 43 7 %%
BE DA 4 SRR R R AR, F Tk PR A
SRR R, At iE s T adr a1 5 kRl
Z (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development, OECD) Fr 2RI R 5r, Wik 24
AVETERRKAL Y. 4R Co BEMA IR, i
75 2253 e A B 0 2s, GM R A 2 [A]
BAHYEBRERNZES, SRR 2 5 2R
(R, e S DA AR A % (1 2% S B A A T 25 P R s
Az g B

TEPII AR, Rl E 7R, MR
BRI 2T 8 1) 20 R AT 2 AN e
SR GET . R ORISR, T HAE S =
TEVIE IR MRS B a5t DARAEY & R A5 T5 TH
A 5 AR A 1 R FH % B
3 RE

WA AR A 22 R R R, B BT 5k
AWrSEHT, FET GC-MS HIARHHH 73 7L AE Y
AR BT T b (e R AR f et 7eh ) A
AARF EE AL, HATE S Wai . il
TP AT AE T DR A AR BRI, 1 e % 2 Ik AL
TR LA AT TR A 2 R WA U 2 2 O 9 i AR I
ST A AR BT U BEE Al A 5 A AR I e
PR, FEJT A 2 S i, 7 B E A Id
AT . A8 Ak B KA () 8 A A QU 4L 22 A
ACER MR N (R Al O B IS T) (VRS e B R 1 Ak
BAEDT IO HAEARE R, ZR ORI R 2= 2
FERININVE I 2 N o B B 563t 1 7 T A 3% (0 Y 3L
2 agGaEiel, SMALLRENES, ©
R A 2 A A . RS 8, SR A
L B4 A RHERT ST &

(& £ X #
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