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Chromatin higher-order structure: an important form of genome regulation
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Abstract: Eukaryotic chromosomes are highly compact and form various conformations in cell nucleus. The recent
development of chromosome conformation capture (3C) technology and other related technologies have enabled the
identification and functional studies of chromatin structures at the molecular level. Increasing lines of evidence have
shown that the formation of chromatin higher-order structures is not random, but serves as a key factor to facilitate
gene expression. Here, we will introduce the basic concepts of variable 3C-based chromatin structure investigation
techniques, and review the current knowledge about the features and functions of chromosome higher-order
structures.
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1 RBEERSREME N

DNA &A% {5 S8R, 245 40 2E A %
ENIIEAR IO FEA AL T, DNA XURE & 45
GRZAEA. FHEADLRNA 777, IFKH
XEEE AL RNA 2 P & RAT — MR aii
'] DNA & H 204, FROvGet . 7240170 2,
Rtupit DR ERGIT R, NN R R et
fogetutk, MBI TRY, Br T I 1
WAL PG R, St i) = 4R S5 Mo T 25 K 3R A
DNA &, DNA #1285 5 5 B A7 HZ i ElF
FA U WRFCR I, ELARJRRE TE Y AR 2 5005 3
I 5 4 € 2 T 8 A i

2 FBRESREHNT5E
T GEH O A% b et A LA B B R 2

FEI R AL 442 (fluorescence in situ hybridization,
FISH) Hi A, R FH 2 A ic G €0 i 55 0 111
FeE AL, JRAE UL T & 26 hR e ) 8] (17
IPE S M, X —Jrik, REEEFATRILT 415
(5] 40 B A% 25 A G AR 2 T8 BRI B ST F G £,
{A15, (chromosome territories, CTs), A S 35 KA1 H izt
Ui (R 8 48 P 71 T 1) 5 L AR AL IR AH B A P A5 2
A% [ e 05 = 4k S5 AR AE 7,

B2, ARGH G5 5 G T vE R A BRI
JRIBRPE, R H R A BRI H R, IR
& A AAEAT 20 1 P % €0 5 AE AN [ B S R AN [R) ZH 2 ok
A R O,

U4 R BE A ol BT R R R e, B
TR T — RINE 73 1K1 B 58 40 A% b 4
Jo v R AR T EOR, HESN 1 G €5 R S R
FPE R R . Hodr, B i) G 3R (chromosome
conformation capture, 3C) H AR & HATAEB AL HAl
R ) iz AR
2.1 3CHEAR

Gt PR SR (3C) HAR ]2 i Dekker 25 1
PERJT T B ) AR BRI A BT o

BT 3C HAM— R TAERE DT " (1) H
FH g 4o B2 L (S 0 B AR A% ), A G £ 5T AH
TAEH AL R A BRI 5E 5 (2) A BR i) 44 A D7) g
B 75 9T T DNA ; (3) 7E TR AKX DNA K J& 1) %5
N IR RN, ARSI E — M EEA A
AR ) DNA J BOR 3 AH 3%, 10 AR 22 3K ) DNA
Jr BRLE R R JURARAG » (4) F R B sc e, i

73 DNA i H RS < (5) A 2 & PCR 5l /7
SETT AR MR A ; (6) BUHE 2 T AL, AT G
T AR RALE (- 1),

3C HiAR 8 bl F T 7 B ORI B il i 4
i 1Y e AN ) ) S € BT T PO AR LA
B b, 3C BARTT DU I 3 A 21 E AT AT > 2 R0
DNA B [l AR EAR A, (E R0 e A DL B 0
£ TR PR B9 36 FELE S kb £ JLE kb 2 [/] ff) DNA
Fr BRI RAR BV A MY O HL 3C HR AR A I
CREHEN A A EAE AL R, 2 X —7 ke
MT7ik, ALIIE R AN f FEARARAR, T R
PR FH O e 57 2% (B 454 . Dy pe IR LRy B, T
3C BRI Y T 2 A Gt o i S s A e I 75 9%
LA R IZ —BEAT ] 2 2.
2.2 4CHAR

4C (circular chromosome conformation capture)
R P RET 3C HR =3 —" Rl Al L,
RIEMH) “—X 27 BRI T57%, 7T RUH SRR I 4
—RF € DNA Jv B 5 2 4 T A H Al DNA J7 B
Z B AR AR Yo 4C R 3k T 40 45 1) S 2
P R E ) DNA S 45 i AN B R JEFE I ), fiE
3 DNA- 5 A it £ & 4% s34 DNA ; DNA fi# 52
BEJE, 25 Hir DNA SRRV MIKfE S T,
XTI AR DNA 7 SBT3 AT

AC TR B W T Wt 5t B-globin (4L ZVEF 7 1
FER ) 1 Rad23a (B ZFER ) HEPIAH AL
] FE R FL A FE BG BY BbJE, At 4C 526 A 4k
FFRE, Peantff 7e 3R EEp il X Y (locus control region,
LCR) # Polycomb & [ 5% & 2% S T ¥ifp 56 [H 7% 1)
PAFIVE A . 4C HOR T DURE SRS — H 4% DNA 751,
AT FTA 5 AR A DNA FPa, el “—
XtAER” AR .
2.3 SCHEAR

5C (chromosome conformation capture carbon
copy) FEAGEFE T 3C HR “ X — 7 Al B A B
RIEMHK “Zx 2”7 BRI T2, 7 OAR R AR
ZALEZ RPAREAER P, 5C BARMEA I «
£ 3C 51 W 1 S 2 90 n R R 514 (T3 A
T7), RIEHATY 5. RAEEZEN FHT
J ¥ (ligation-mediated amplification, LMA) ] Ji& #,
HA BATMEAR R B BET 1

SC HOR L2 Bl Hi F SRR o-globin®™
B-globin* A &z HOXA-D J [ " fy 2 ik 4% .
SCHARBRMEMEN 51 Witm V@&, Hbl1 TR
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MBS TEE Wi A fRAT T i/l HA R
& PCR
* ., 3C —f—
( : |
Q& 37} X I] PCR b2
B n:b m L 2 4C g s
Ry Dok \U Xt 43
<:> ’ | LMA PCR Yl
7 7
\ o T3 - s 5C E2IES
AN - I
I I3 T3
3B 5 [ el iiE WF
%‘/ _BB_
S 5 T b Hi-C | 2¥X 25
N B' N:
A '
& PCR
%. - ChIP -loop —Rt—
T 3] DNAEHR PET-seq
* qt‘ q/ ChIA-PET | &% 44
)]

T AT B T BERS I (A LA A Y

FEIXEEHAR M EE X

Bl EF3CHRARREREER

MEV T XS BT A AL S PCR 514, ANRESEIL “ %
XF22 7 FR N o AE ST T DUk 4 5k DR 26 5 FELAH B
YERBIER,  5C HAR BAS I8 B 47598 32 31 B ) .
2.4 Hi-CHEAR

Hi-C BRI 3C HAR KR “ 45
AR AT T, AT DA 3R 4 2 DR 20 5 Bl 1
EFRAHEAE R e Hi-C BiRISEEA R « K22
X ) DNA Jr Bt | — ' DNA B i 14 9 U1 B (o
HindIID) @), R)5 68 HAEYI R Ric iz HIRE R
AR u, R AT i DNA & B2l (AR K R i
A EY E AR S AT DNA F B ARIEFI A
VIR PR AiAGIE R B, BEmE A T s E I P,

BT Hi-C HAR K€ TR 2 Yt ot i P 45 i
A, Helngea kX = (chromosome compartments)™’
ASF I BR A& A5 Y (fractal globule model)™, #f h ¢
I &5 #4)35k (topologically associating domains, TADs)™
YLt 5 FR 45 K (chromatin loops)™ 4%, Hi-C # R &
— o 2= AN 7w P I ROR, SR TR AN S AR
H =GRS I A THI T -

2.5 Hi-CHTAERAR

T Hi-C £ R K M oK 1 & B Xk R A 3k
(tethered conformation capture, TCC) 3 R 7E [ #H %%
T ARV BEAT R OB, KORPRAR T e, $2
TR g R4 e b BY L BN H-C R K
Hi-C BRI B AN GH MRz L o] DL R B 2
BN G m R ai i, AT T gz A 4
hRm g S WA, EH RAL (in situ)
Hi-C # RS F Hi-C BARATA: A IIEAR B,
2.6 ChIP-loop#;RFIChIA-PETHA

ChIP-loop (chromatin immunoprecipitation loop)
F2 A PP H1 ChIA-PET (chromatin interaction analysis using
paired end tag sequencing) 5z A % #B f& F ke 46l ey
K52 & AR A S0 DNA A B 18] (1) 4 HAE .
ChIP-loop £ A /& i1 3C FEAR K @ Ry «“—Xf—7
HOFoRVIErS7 NAE R RVl sk Sk 4 = A= NIP S DA
ZVAM EAE T, A 3C B ARLER I 7% EAA

ChIA-PET ${ R &3 T 3C HR “—Xf—7 k&
T BER 1, % P8 HH IR Aot A ARG i B,
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AT DURS I R E B 3 ) A R A etk
] (AR EL/E ] ChIA-PET $AR () 3 8 s 7 2 %
F WA DNA MsR F Jit, [ € fra a5 &1 Hiw
H 7 () DNA-DNA [i] K FE B AH EAE A . 5 5
) DNA- & [ 51 & &8 B R e & R e e p i
DUUE, E15 B B AR 8 A S S AR A AR F B A
3o FH DNA R R I v 1 e (ot & i
46T DNA Jr BOR S, 98 5 F BRI 3 U1 B 1k
HEE A, 25 R X A 5 bR 28 (paired-end
tags, PETs) X 3R15 1) DNA J BOEATH 807 .
ChIA-PET A T4 I R 70t B3R 3214
(estrogen receptor o, ERa)™ ***' FI CTCF (CCCTC-
binding factor)™ /- [ G 4 AR AR FH . BF A0 A5
FIIH ChIA-PET $5 AR K I 1 I 13t G 2 )il =y G 5 44 T2
FHE A H AT RAD21, SMC3. CTCF il ZNF143
25 M, R ChIA-PET BiAR SRR R B A — AP RE i
EHE/ T DNA J Belal A AR, (HE 2 —F
TmZER . SEEEATEE T maPENIE, 1
BT 3Z N2 T e A s 45 DR 1 4 R BE AR
SERZ Ve, AT T 4 s i i p L) B,

3 RERSREHNTERS S HAE

3.1 RerE

PO AR B EoR, R Z AN A0 7> 2R R
W, [F SR g R b SR R AL AR 2 ) A T 2R
RAE i, EYUARAR T D ST X4, R
RGEARIR (CTs) ™. X —I R B4 Hi-C BRI
WEERPTESE P2, WERRy, AT R —% gt
A B RS RS, i 22 TR AR B P (e i A B A
EDRE: <5 v uyiciie i VAS i N 17 SR 2 N n D TSR AE S PR KA
R EAE R (et AR AR ) AR

96 SR AL A 5 Hi-C il 45 2R 153 B e o
SR AR AZ PP K E LI AR BRI . KIEERUE . 2
PRI B2 e A G o O 5 B A 5 v ) e o AR TR AR EL AR
PR, IF B A T e i . KE
B FE DR PR o A et U BE A 5 o2 T
PRAZ B A AL E . XA RAE N F/IN B 2 A
B —E Yy P
32 REHX=E

FEG RIS A, W Ge R R LA FI A Hi-C %%
P o AT UESE T R ik X & I A 7E 0 Dekker SE56
FAERT TPy 1 Mb B G0 BAE F B S,
IRYE GO IPIRES, Rtk X = 7 Al a4 9 A 38
et fi X 5 A B Yt i [X 5 102 9 e f X

RN 5 Mb, A BRORX M B Rt
RIX (A1 B, |32 o A 7 B AN SE R 4 | P,
SIPTRE], A RGO AR X S T Al A SRR
RIXEMBEAEH, 1 B Gk X 5 i m T 5 HoAl
B R AX EMHEAEH . —BokREL, ARG Ek
X =L N RARHEFIEERITR O RSN, &S
GEFERL TR AL A bR iC Y (1 H3K36me3) il
DNase I HURAL s B G (04K X % N 3 st Bk
I &Y tikatitey, 0 H = SR DNase 1B RBURAT
M SRR ARG (I H3K27me3) 2,
PRI G AR X 5 24 HAT A S8 R e PR s PR AR A T
PER) Qe 5T X3, 5 A L A i PR R A B U G
3.3 FhibREREEAIE

b5 I R FE RGN, AFF RN 500) G (A4 A B
Ve B BN IR AN WIR N, T 2012 4433 140
e 40 kb (1 G o fAAH AR FH G . A4 X e
W, BRI S S — 24 N2 0.8 Mb R/
LE G AR SF IR 70 40 G BR 45 My 35k (TADs) B2, e th
A A AH AR A 5 R A7 0l A7 T Rl — 4> TAD
&R, MIEZ A TADs 2 [i]. TAD i1 (TAD boundary)
i 1) LT A G (AR $1 1 G5 K 380 [A] 1Y) DNA J
Bt BAIAT LABH 1L TADs 2 [8] i 22 9t A1 AH B A A
X} TADs AH 9% 388 4% 12 0 38 4% K3 AE 1) 287 & 40 i
KW, TAD 5] DLRR ) G (it i 8, E20)
i CTCF R A4 G AL rl. B X HEEB. #12 RNA
(transfer RNAs, tRNAs) & [K] 1 55 # 7£ 7t 1 (short
interspersed element, SINE)™, 4k, Bt iH67 5
(transcription start sites, TSS) .7 TAD 14 Ft4b & 4E.

CTCF #\ e —Fh 2 i T A1 BHLAG K 2R 2 AH
HAEFR G, 2 548 % TAD S R,
RZ Wt e #o<yE CTCF e FE [ ( Barca
() 3 B B % B [ cohesin) 7E TADs 45 #4) () T B Al
YeFp R h fE . AW A g, CTCF &
W 1 3% cohesin, JF{E TAD iB R ib &4, {HZMA]
FE T G £ J57 45 R AR DR 23k v B kS (R 4 FH 209 F A
FH IR U459 s A IR B 40 iy (HEK293) ) cohesin,
S PR Y O U ELAE R % 2%, {H TADs
SRR IR 728 5 SR, 4Rl CTCF I, TADs
PN )RR ELAE B ATR A, TADs [8] ) AH B A%
W, fEIXHIRMELL T, SR RIE AL R AE T &AL P
o — TR F AL T 2243 22 5 K /) B A Jo 40 L e
FTAEL W, i cohesin J&, Yetf i 844 45 1)
KA, FHHAEREH TADs g5 kAt . 72
/I st M R 4 L R R cohesin, - 2 5 SSCAH i £ i A 4
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7%

M523 G, B, H cohesin /3 (1AL s 2 [8] I AH ELAF
R, AH 5 3 SO A0 A i AH OG5 2 [
IAH BAE AR/ S 0 s 25, I HoAk Bl s 2E R Rk
(e As B, A5G B Schizosaccharomyces pombe
BT 78 & B, 22K cohesin 4> 5 #2 /NG Fl P G
85T S FRY J) 50 R A 45 ) AR ) 5 % € A Sl AR AR
(B S5 e 0 5 [X BR A 45 ) (AT R 8 A e B0, R
B ARSI AT A5 R A Z205], (EARIER] CTCF Al
cohesin /£ FLANW) 4 4 )5t TAD 11 51 ff 5 Hh R 4%
TREMIEH. HILHIRZ TAD 45 %A CTCF
Fil cohesin 1254, $emib A HABK 25 TAD i
T Fo
34 ZFEBERR

2 DRRH B A1 328 g 1) 48 oA ] TR K R 25 TR AH
HAER, Hrhs a1 S 31 T8 B By 653 2 i
FLI N Z NS5 . AR 22 FERER AT LAN 22 A4 328 i 1)
VIO, T S Y % e At mT DA 2 A HAt
LR PO, T 8 20 i Hh 2 B R 24 1) e £ )55 45
Ry 2% . Bl LIRS B, e (0 )5 45 4 X 4% (1) T
% 75 B85 - CTCF. mediator. cohesin DA A 4 [K] #%
SEUEZ 5 B, — i IncRNA 4 B T 4L (4
PG5 (1 B TADs w7778 5 Fh i cohesin 4
S TR S5 ¢ cohesin AH IR IY SR T - JHEh T
Gett JFi A cohesin AH 2K ) H CTCF /i 5 ) ¥ (5
. Mediator /& # ARG T, T RN 554 5%
KT A1 cohesin 254, %45& mediator %R 5
Wan-7454, [ARF NIPBL (Nipped-B-like protein) X
2531 mediator-cohesin & &8 3 B+ L, T
JE I 1 cohesin AR G (K13 3T - o 20 T Y i 31 1),
Y cohesin A1 CTCF 45447 S 456 0, JEE cohesin
IR B CTCF A F g3k Y,

4 RBRESRGWHNRTESIE

4.1 FEKGMXEZRLRFENEREBEHEM
Gt PRI e 0 A4 [X 5 0 ) Rl R AN L R 21 Gt
A BRI A . R & AN ST R A
Yt A 2 75 41 JLAZ TR BORE A ST IR 22 A G £
B, RS GEARINEAE Z N BRI E . |/
MR, WMoREARXESE TR 715
Rl I8 18 775, EE i 2 N ) K562 A1 GM06990 4 il
2P, DLS N B A R ATMT 5278 AU I 4H B itk
ELAm A Y e S R IR G AR X =
42 TADsEREFERNREHLENEBT
TADs s 21 i 5 DR 4. i % 435 K R D)) e 1) 2k A B

— [50
75[]

o MPetafhX EAE, TADs AALTE [ — 4 ff
AR AN R LR sE Y, IF B 2B AR R
R AR A B2 RN B 3 (R 4043 ) Rt
2 000 4™ TADs, 7 %/ 5 K2 K/ 90% LA E ™,
UL TADs 25/t 78 SR AR i gm i B /R X
et A ) g5 10 (X-inactivation centre, Xic)", %
BV R R 7 ) bl R BE

TADs fE 457 A= W) AR IE The o Rk 5 4 B B4
. 1557 % A (enhancer adoption) & —Ff i i $%
D48 5 (copy-number variation, CNV) §:#( ] TAD
R ECE B SRR RSN . 7R R L
OUR, AEERE AR 3G 08 I, SRR AR R
1) TAD 1 5%, T80 58 1 BUS A4S TADs P 1) 5E
SUERIE R RE AL R . 0T AR
T A0 (TA7D) 5 22 6 /i 5 G 0 )5 A8 405 5 A FH 5%
S PEAR AL I RIE FE I, 2 R s 2 R s m] 5]
TADs 25 #2074, HAS[F] TADs %o 272 i A1 2= )
WA AR R T
43 FERNBERBIEHINGEERT

Cohesin /13 ) 5 2l 1 R4 5 7~ 2 [A) AH FL A
T TR B FR % €0 J5 20 &5 4 — MR B A 2H 23 B4 i o S
P VY, R ) R CTCF (55143 Hrk i,
i = AE FH Te A AR A R S B AN R AR FE (AR 5T
P BB FEF AT ae RO IRSE, T s 1Al
CTCF (EAF A R R K 25 7, X th 2
FEUAS R WA 7 5 DR 1 2R 08 T 4% T TRIAFAE 22 = (1) TR
R Z o Cohesin #2% fJ i1 CTCF i 1 e th 5 34
— AR K 2 TR 2R A B eIRERT
DA ik B R ik, YT DUE AT 48 2% 1 10 D g
i SR ik B2, — TR i) TERIE T TADs
FF R 25 3 55 F- [X 35, (super-enhancer domain) 1 #i
[X 45 (polycomb domain) fIFEAE Y, B4 1#E /& cohesin
IR CTCF /- S Gt ii3h . fE P 1 X
BN, FERFRIREGE o MEZRXIERN, ERXRE
RN PSS 2 B IR R, BERIRIEH K
AR

R85 5k IR R JHL 7 i ) 428 A T T o P 4% €24
IR &5 F 25 9k BR 1 72 [/ — TAD fI B B7 BF K
WL, FEAFIZE BB 4R, FH AR R A% ) R R A
th5 TADs £5#A 5 57 bR X Qe id s
UL RR, R, AT R A
TAD P 3 [ 35 R i [ - 3 [F) 2k 70,

JREE M i FE T, TADs #y A 4 (R (1)
I ATARRT REE B2, (H TADs PN 3 45 1) 2 26 AN )
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