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Circadian biology and its recent progresses
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Abstract: Circadian clocks are endogenous time-keeping mechanisms evolved from long-term adaptation of life to
daily changes of environmental factors on the Earth, and ubiquitous as one of the basic life themes. The circadian
clock system is interwined with other organ systems such as the nervous system in the body, wherein they mutually
affect each other. Circadian biology as one of the most important branches of chronobiology deals with mechanisms
underlying how circadian clocks operate and circadian regulation of fundamental life processes and activities, and
plays extensive roles in medicine, pharmacology and agriculture. Here the recent progresses in circadian biology
and particularly recent developments of circadian biology in China are reviewed.
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“EW) B (circadian clocks) A& 2E Ay X HiER ' R DA
T it PR S A K58 R o) AR A A O v T v £ 1 PN 7
BB BLE Y. HhER B RS BO6 R IR R
PR 2 24 h N IR A4k, B3 1 AR A 742 DA
K%y 24 h N IE B T4 (circadian rhythms).
HiE “circadian” A “circa” Fl “dies” W)ZE = &,
Horp “circa” BN “ R, “dies” MR “—
K7, MEME—E, #afs “KRA—R". EDi
WG A= i SO B TR N IR B AR AL (1) R 7T, DA AR
A FR AR, AR BT AR, BT oRIET A
AR b RS A 1 ] 1 A S5 A A B A A, AR
o A i o () BE AR 2 —, DT R LA
W B R 2 A Y. 3, EEEA
KRG TLF AR 2 s 2 B Y, 1 X
FiEL 24 h A ESHRE RS ZFAET NS &
o g0, RE, BAEBLLAT NEKT.

MEE ETTE, A8 RSt (the circadian clockwork
system) FH =541 : BlVE A\ JE 1 (the input pathway).
FRUCy S AR BRI 7% (the central pacemaker or oscillator)
F% HYIE % (the output pathway ). i A I 852 4h
FESUOC SRS, EXEES N LRMEES
AL O R 2R R &8 5 LR EHRG
fn e — P LR S LR B T AR, F B
FRH R R A IR 5 Tt 8 e o R
W TS M A G SRR, QREEEMITAE. A
PREERS BRI B —4F, R KRZ 24 h — K. A8
WA GEES, LA B, EE (reset) LA 54k
JL 3885 [F] 25 4k (synchronization) 5 #% #h 7 348 455 5 5]
(entrainment). AN, ZHRAT AR B IX, &
PN AR Bk mT DA st A N B R B 2 M R . AR B
W A& W YR (endogenous), ARBLTE « — 5 THI E %
A B 7 T g ) 4 i 2 B A (autonomous) 5 T
— J7 T AE TCAh I BL R 7 T P H AT I8 . (free-
running) 150N, AV REIEFEZITZH. AP
B A — AN EH AR S, LR R AR RSN R H
B, — 52 6 A I A0 S5 B A A 2 3 e
AW IE AT BRI, FR 9T A (temperature
compensation). A=A Ei I B M 1 3R B Has % Ak T
—PAEXT AR AS

W B AR L I S AR R T 20 2D 60
AR 201 50 ZAEREY AT FT IS T BRER
N, &5 1Ay R AR S b — B A RAy

M 2N e . B 4L, 46T Konopka il Benzer %54
BRI 7 S 3R P A U ) SR B A% 5 AR Ok, K
LT Z AR A A RIAT N I AR A Y,
GG TED M EROR, wER LAY
BRI PR 1 B L IhRE, F 20 HHh2d 90 HERIEH AW
PRI, RD DR/ 09 SRR S A ER
(transcription/translation negative feedback loop)",
T BRI A A7 0 e v FE AR ST, W] LAARRE L
B e el iz s M. FESh I E MBI T SR
BN B, OE [ [ CLOCK Al CYCLE/BMAL,
7 [a] [K]-F- PERIOD, TIMELESS #1 CRYPTOCHROME
LR SF s E A N, IE [ Bl 5 CLOCK M
CYCLE/BMAL JE i m — 54k, Tl 454 a5
PERIOD. TIMELESS il CRYPTOCHROME J&i &+
X3 [ E-box (CACGTG) soff, Bk eI I
P A A R ) mRNAs ¢ FEAA BTN, e PR
B F B B R R RN, Ed 5 IER
By g o, Mk B A s, g
F A S R s X R /BRSO i A
A A R TR R SRR . R 3 A
PSS K VRI A PDP 3@t 75 clock mRNA &
G ALES R R . B S AT B A R
W%, &M% 2R E H REV-ERB #ll RORa K
5 Bmall mRNA #:3% . W52 —A 19
TR SOR R AU . 124, CORIUESKEZ 1)
B AR AR B DI RE, 40 Fbx13 BE B IS
WFLBYI Bl 5 CRY Al PERIOD, WAL
B SIRTL A4 “RgALFHAS " —FEH T CLOCK 4
S G o i EALAE B T RE P Fk, A
TP IR B, e FLBh P, AR
PR G P ) O EE A 2R BR AR AL TR A AS
X _E#% (suprachiasmatic nuclei, SCN). #i15 SCN ]
KR E2ERIBEN T, TAE SCN #5414 5
K BRRT /)N B RS A IR B R i 2 238 SCN 41 fitd fig
WK AZENWIE . &E, BhIERRIEIT
PAR B R R 5 3 7 ER AN i R, gk et A
W R R B o, B R AR R4 R4t
Rk, JUPESKRSNEE. HEMAEERIL,
s T BR T AL T RN B 3 A W% (master clock) P
Gb, NSRS E, HESRAMEIA SN EED
B (peripheral clock). F 7l /& 2000 4 LAk, ¥F £
DNA & 5 A5 i s R BE RNA 3 3 5 20 3 A th 4
NT SRR SR E E ARG R P, A
YBh 2 28 1)t T % 0 A0 JE AR e L R AR b
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ANGI A A=W ph A W R R 42 2R A I R 5 5 T T,
AR KA AT RPN M. BEIRSE N,
B, B R G R A A 1 A A R AR
N2 RGAFEM LM R R, HEDR RS
AL L RGN, R KL RS
HE A BR K th 2 R AR W Bl (1 1R W IB B . ORI 2
SRR R WA B R GRS M Ay AT R R
BT BRI AR R .

2 EHENF

AR B AE 2 8 LAOR 2 24 h 9 R
AT, DRI SORR i H AR FRATTHEAH FT AR
W UR AT LA DA B FAE &P S AR A i R A T AR
FMLEI RO AP A1) (circadianology
8{# circadian biology). VF %Ayt FEATESR T
SILLUKZ) 24 h AR ER TR, L2
24 h JEHATE R (A B R ) 1 H A (ultradian
rhythms), 00 MR AR BESE, M
24 h I HATE K (AEE M EEAR ) (E H 454 (infradian
rhythms), 41 H 25 (menstrual cycle) F13E % 7514
(circatidal rhythms) &6 H 5. VF 2 shE Y A58
J& # (reproductive cycle) Z£Z=F5 113 (seasonal rhyhms)
JAEATE (circaannual thythms) 25, B 70 FTE AW
AIILE . PRTHLI LA A LAY D e ) S B s
[8] 4= 42 (Chronobiology). EWyeh A=W /&t B 5
(R [R] AR 02743 3 o AR it 9 i U LA 8] 77 41 ( R
— RN EZAFE ) RIS A o i F2 A G TR AR, A
] (period). #E1E (amplitude) FAHAL (phase) 25 JL A
7 T S AR A T M A s AR O R R N AR LA,
[F ISyt Rk 1 AR AR A Bt 2 A 0 i 2 ) N ]
IR EVBV S KR, B
PRI . 2R IE . SEMRZH
N, PRALSRR ) LR AR S L s AR e
FRZFRIIEXGBEN, MEGHEERY . HEY.
M S BRI NS, BT
AP MRAEYE . ALY BB, 4
WA FERA S, EVE RPN ARG LY,
R R 2 A0, BRI R 57\ N 20 I 25\ B AR R 2
B, RIS Aot iR
FLHX BRI O B S MOTEREOR, XA REA
AH S22 R R R R A R . B e PRI AR A B AR
Y g O A fr kA A S A 2R S OB E
)2 R RIER R —

3 ERIMEMHEIFR

BRE . H A S Rk B 28 ) LA 4 ok AR A4
B A 2 U S T R R I BT SRR B, A R
MBERERXE T FIRE, WG T
24 NI TR B . AWl A=) it S 4% 52
Rz PSR, TR 2 I 36 [ Science 43
3% 9 A FE HOR R} A2 Sl 2 (breakthrough of the
year) ; Nature. Science Fl Cell Z5THAS T4 1 Kk 3£
SR RIS SCAVFR S E . i) L, =47
L [H AW BhHIE 7T S5 UK Jeffrey Hall. Michael Rosbash
1 Michael Young [l Jy 3 4t [ B 5L e A= 40 0 18 15 70
THURIZRER T RFERA “ R I7 18 DURM” Z FRE “HE
1% K %27 (The Shaw Prize) LA }2 B F| 2% (The Wiley
Prize) S5 £ W (1) 2 WA B2 A R 7 342, RIFFL
FOREV A 85 T RENE E. bR
b, FH “HERE AP H 27 (International Society
for Chronobiology), 1% %% 2> 2= Tl & Chronobiology
International ; & EAG “HEW TR 5T 47 (Society
for Research on Biological Rhythms), % 2% 2 H bt
Journal of Biological Rhythms ; VL “FRINAED) T 1H
5t 4" (European Biological Rhythms Society) 5§, iX
B [E fR AV et i @i 22 P AR — IR R 2, A
VeI T SR AR BRI, A RO HES)
AR (8] AR 0 7 R R

B A e B L 46 T 20 2D 80 EAX,
BE 5 K R TR ROER,  — s AR AR
FIRKE . HAEERZJHE. &5 0 E—HA
VPt 7T T 1988 AEAE DU )14 AR 1T A T 1 J
B A= 2 FNE (R B 2 K2 o Bk VF 22 AR ) B A3k 11
HIEMZ WS I ME L, T 2006 - 1E 75 M AL
THEPHESASSS “NHEDEZELT IR
27, A TR AE T 10 42 k4 B % i ] A= e
Eoxile I R 7T 2 B AR AR B A 25 BE £ ML 25 17
WO ES 7 2 miER. YT R B AR 1
BEf R4, 6T 2013 SEAE AL 5 AT 1 b [ i
HRAF 7T %2 “HEHRAED WL ZR R, PEA
Mo A 2 o T 2015 SEAE RN ZS A0 1 A8l 5
MRS, HREOL T R E A e
CHEWITTRESY 7. IXBEHIT T R Ny N AR
R E RGN & o BFEEORERHE KX
AR 2 & S 0 APl Fi s T REM 2 &
TE. 2012 4F, RHAEKREA O IARE S K
BT ) T RE BT E A “9737 TiH “A4
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W EA RS S KB PRI 7. ZAERIK
HESZ I R H GBS 4F 80 T, Hrh sz
T R H o XA e 7T 0 H B AL T
FEA B AV F R POER R . JEHGE 2013 4 11
Y], EZxKBRFFARGER Rl rit. By
BE o RIECR RAE TR NS HIT T “ Ak AL
AT REE D R 7 B9 5 104 ) “ XUE IR .
AR AW b, 5L 500 A it 55 40
BRI AT T SRR MAZIDR, Bk T4
P A ) U SR B R o ) L, O 5 SURE Bl 3R
[ 2R P K G HIE JT 4T R T IR S kA MY 2015 4F 10
R, G HL MBS, RN
2> 1) (Cold Spring Harbor Asia Conference on Biological
Rhythms ) 7E753 M H FF. 3 A DB T % 2K Joseph
Takahashi. Louis Ptacek. Paul Hardin A & Jig3EHE N
HFRAE W —Sk HRE ER, EE, fif =,
HA B6EL B, B0 E A i) 2 2E P 2
HUL LR, S 150 2 ASINX — % RS
XA AE [ N 2 TR I 2 AR K A i e (R A B . 7
TR E AL B iV R ARS8 2 T 1960 425 7
TR R E R . R TR M A1 2
T A e 0 T AN EL B, IR WAE 1 24E9)
PV SRR, BT T CAEWE T R T
2007 4, ARSI EAEALK B ZEI T8 IKE
W%k 223 “Clocks and Rhythms”, JE7x T 47 £ i
TR BBt R A T, g, AR
AT A AT —— AR B BT FU AR TR K
fe, sema B NAER. LV AMAERY LR 2
W4y SO . 8 AR JE K 2015 4, 7 P E R
MEETPEE =R R 2, bRBE AR
WEFERI Rl 77 Mk & AAR Gt b A= 0 T 5 o L XK
H A AL 7 B B R 28 AR AR TFAE . IR,
R 22 A5 [ b 2 1M AR B A0 B FE N B it 23 [ml
B, sk = F IR R R AR B I L AR
845 3 B A B E T AR AS O R 3X A SR HE
ST AR A WA A 3RV 22 AR D B AT 5 2 1
JIRAE [ B [R)47 18] BT 45 2 78 70 R, e Rl 1 22 0
o A= b AT 5T

4 EMHEMFRRER

B AR T T T BRI,
wn, RIT A OEYBER ETRe, MWT
e LR ST ORGSR/ B PR ARSI it ) A e e AL
il BT AR TR 2 R A DL R AR AR TR

o S A LA, 30 A7 AE SN R AR e S . SR,
A I A R BRI R AR AR R . H T B
AP EE L E B AP AE LU LA T - (1) KA
e B DRURB TS BLA . 20 tHE 2 90 AEARHE HI 1)
s/ BV AU BN R () AR e R T L S T o
TRTA BB ZRY o 5T (1% A= 4 o Ja R RSB 1 26 4 e A 15 L
il &G F£5 R I, ELin Parsons 453 i A% 4t 14 AL [R5
e th— AN R K, Higzh iasmik s o1
o R B SR T ZFHX3 (5848 S BGZAT N W
A SEES s | ZFHX3 sl ik 45 & iR R S 3l
T AT oo m iR F3RIA o s 18 e
BEDH Zfhx3 A0 AT F¥ 51 JC A9 T B9 A9 b e s il =5
PULE] e BR TR SRR LAAh, AR AT R
AR . B BREESE. RS RNAs (045
miRNAs " I IncRNAs, #i¥EEM02z #ik.
FR AL AR AL S 40 2 5 AE M eh i U5 O b
A YRS AT RE S R R B TR 1T, A
) G £ )53 B P2 FL YT TE W 7 23 A1 (ChIP-seq) AE % g7
A B 8 AT AE — R AN [R] (1) IR B 458 7 Ui 2 A
U, ) ROUE Bh R SRR ph i R Ay il FE . BEE
DNA &5 3¢ AR vy 38 5 3 452 A 7 5 38 Al A
AN, R HIASE 1) e s 2HL 23 W R I L3 ) 32 B2
BE P ZIA 43% R R F RGP Hd
FULHEVE 2 B B A B 4% (1) AR A RNAs. 5 75 2
RSB0 3 — 0 R IIX S b 4% L DR 1 Dh g S L AE
W2 A A R AR AL (3) AR AE IR
2SI N o AR B 3R L o 7 EL A AR R,
FECE LRI AR PARE R Z S AERGE /
MMEAEEST o INAEDDEIAED AL, XA T
R ) 2 WD E & 4 B I TR)SRVB T R R . ANRIR
22 P99 B R AR NN AL AA X6 22540 (1) AR U 08 52 B B [
PEo AW BB 7T R ) BN S50 R AR A6 245
YA R = A B 1E] 4R 714 (time-of-day-specific) 7
BL, T AN [E] 2 R ik d A i FH 2 N [A] . St
SEI A V6 97 ¥ (chronotherapeutics) B 58 Ju . K
FIAE B e 2L A T 8 7s 1 VF 22 59000 A DR 1) & [A]
2GR 2L R 2B RS P Nk, &Y
B AW T SRS E / AR BT R R
YEM .

WCAESR, B AR e A se e N2 R Rl
B AP IR PO KR BT B BRI
i TR R Pk At B T R LR g B R A
THZMBERIFRR . £ Rkl gt
R, BATEGE TEN ISMAEMBIR LR, Xt
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FHIR I AP et e soR ik R 1EAT T 478 . FERE AR
VIR FEIT I, ARPESELEIR T U AL sh W AE P e AL
FIRIRE T EER B2 ERSSERAE T D A T
WAL RIS R A 220 AUt B B 5 SRER S id TR
W AE A B R R T RLA Y B A R R Ak A 1
BT LB T T RgE B TSR T
W20 B A e A A B 0 SRR LR T R B 5 At
EEISENE S SRV ER CaR K S g R UL e
J& BT AR NS AR TR B R T A A Bl K
FAEAH AR ZRE R LI 7 Y R A4 B
ML 5 T, AR A B R R R SE AE  AE F e
BT T 258 s R KRR T A B-N- 41k
1 ¥ 12 1 (O-GleNAcylation) £ I8 =5 B 72 15 £
TEFMLEI U s ZEme RS R T N A8 X A%
X AR ) e AR AR A 1R 7 AR A B & 0% E AR
FI B xim AR g T A AT RS AR A e
(RIRF 7Bk 0 FE AW AR B A 5 T, T
FERR T BT AR A Y I A R T A
Yot 5 o A B VB FIAL A (i 7 it g ) s AR i
S 1A AR A B STk R A AL 1) Y AR AL
MW FEREE P A B T AR 5 Y 2 SRR B RS X
B, BEELR T A e R B b N 1)
J& s g i T A AE B T Y, R 2
AWk 5 g B AL SRR S LB Tk O w4
PREECRIR T I 71 54 T ARV BT A B AR AL A
Fo O RS RS T B AL R GE B T A
HEFE Y, A AL TG 25 T AR AT
FEN G FEE T H TR 6] e N B DA M
BRI L BEFRAE R A

5 REMREE

e R A AR BON AR R IR, FEN
R A I3 T I, RE ) A2 R N S A BRI (15
JEAHEAT B HIVE 5 AW B E 78 DUMURY O B [8]
Fe g\ fide i A R, T RO ZE i A P U R R
WUt I MR 2 RIEM L2 —o &Id 50 4
IAESS F1, AR KR B W T AR s
By T HLEL . A% O R B AL T ORI BB AL LA K A
Yot vr 2 A dr el AR SR, TR RAEK
I 0 e 3 PRUAN A P Bk S LA O T, IR AE R
BB Pz S R AN B i A i RE D T, AR Bl AR
YA E AR EIE T . T ARFZ R AR
XTI BA I R, AR R AR HE / A
BT, EY B A 2 AR T LA I [8] B2 T 7 VR AT

BRI EENEN. BEEREZG R, M
Hop A BHE > SRRV HE, REAED B D) 0
13 BRI R e —— Wk Fe 22 SRR st im . T AS
Wi K A 20 0 0 SR B BCR AR B =K i
EVBE 2 VERIEAE R E 24T, MESNEAT SRS &
R HEm %, MEEEENFETrIEES T, &
[ A et s o 5 H 5 5 T A8

FEARLEMBH LRI Z bR, 2EH ERIEN (4
A RHEE) SRR AR R R O E A A Bl
FAE AL Z P ERE M CHE T RIR, TR AT
[ X B AR 22 e 2 AR B it B B 8. th
T A AR R A PR, AL RIR T LE EAED
BRI TERIBCR A NIRR S AR B MR VF 2 AR
E N EM B R R R VR 2 I A NAE AP Bl T
FC 75 THT (285 HE R o
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