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Research progress on antitumor effects of antimicrobial peptides
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Abstract: Antimicrobial peptides, a class of conserved small-molecule peptides, are important components of the
innate defense system of organism to resist outside pathogen invasion. Antimicrobial peptides are active against
cancer cells while not active against healthy mammalian cells. Considerable effort has been made to exploit their
attractive candidate for novel therapeutic approaches. This review focused on the selectivity of antimicrobial
peptides toward different tumor cells and relative mechanisms of action, and described the development of

antimicrobial drug design and application prospects.
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