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Research advances in plectasin, a fungal defensin
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(Faculty of Life Science and Technology, Kunming University of Science and Technology, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: With the growing antibiotic resistance, there are urgent demands to develop novel antimicrobial agents.
Plectasin is the first reported fungal defensin with strong and specific bactericidal activity against gram-positive
bacteria. Structural reconstruction to plectasin can enhance its specificity to bacteria. It can inhibit synthesis of cell
wall, to further kill bacteria. Moreover, there are many studies about its pharmacokinetics and in vitro expression
with high yields and high activity. All these results provide a theoretical basis for its clinical application.
Accordingly, plectasin has great potential to be developed as an antimicrobial agent.
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1 Plectasinfy45#3

Plectasin [f]—25 . 2 Fll = 25 25 0 5 Wk L 1
B T DL 48 2% 10 2 A A 8L (B 1) Plectasin
A 95 M IR FR HR R 2H 1, B 515 5 7 41 (1~23
BIFRHR ) AT B (24~55 f5REE ) Al 40 B R TR
FE A R AR (56~95 £ 5% 3k ). A plectasin
AR 2> ¥ RN 4.4 kDa, & 5 MR 2 1M
ZIRA— B2 T IU ik (DEDD) LA K 6 /™ it & R
(B R =X = mide, moxt g7 X C1-C4, C2-C5,
C3-C6). H5THFMSNMMIY; %= EA 50%~55%
IR, SR FLEIYIR o- F B- BAEI 25 T AR AL o
Plectasin HJ{F HIT/E +1 5 +3 Z [A]1 34k, X FEE
WTFH RN HZA RS IR, SN 7.77,
oA N T AR FE K. Plectasin ) — 2% 45 #) HH N-
R[] — o- $8E. C- R AN FATI B- &
DL 2 1] 1) Loop X ZH A % REFEHRIEHE (NMR)
I X- 25 AR 20 5 SR, plectasin [ 45 8] 45 74
HH = AN S5 M3k 2 1% (N- A Loop M. P a- 12
Bt C- R M 5% A AT I B- 18 ), B
WA CSap Fof. Horh a- BRJEE I X i
B- 1 & M — sk EEASE A%, T N- K1) Loop #
X RS - AR 05— S A E PO
1). 2008 4, Zhu" @AM EEEFREE
133 25 FhEL T P71 = UK, iR BT ER 2R b
BRI AL L B 7R, Pt R

% J& T AITDs (antibacterial ancient invertebrate-type
defensins), A GEALT B A BRI 10 F-HIEY BE

2 PlectasinB94 )5 5E M

DU B B, FEE s R A )
mRCEYEYE, R EA T Z R TR, EWA
FEARHPURE KR TS A YE AT R R BUE R R
BEM AT, 518 ™ E IR IT 5 I RRE SRR 1,
Plectasin $T & 15 B4, AR 5 =2 IR BH P B A7 0 k.
22 2808 JE 2R NZ2114 FI Agplectasin (rAgP) $t
B 1 b plectasin B4, HEL—VEH T S. aureus,
MR AR U IR AT T A S R
YR HIIT R o
2.1 PlectasinfJ4nE &4

RAMNIF TR, plectasin X JLFh & 2% B BH ML 4
w R APUREIETE, Rl il R BEERE (Streptococcus
pneumonia)-S. aureus 3 5 1% ER# (Staphylococcus
epidermidis), 4R BEH) 90 FhAS[F] IILIE AL S,
pneumonia Il 7 it 24 B ¥k . Plectasin X} MRSA
H1 8 7 #1009 ¥ (minimal inhibitory concentrations,
MICs) y 16~32 mg/L, i X 54 A% 41 Jifd 8 A= 2= 1 Ky
(Listeria monocytogenes) ft] MIC {#i y 64 mg/L """,
Plectasin % #50a 5 bk ) MICs Fl55 /N5 1 (minimal
bactericidal concentrations, MBCs){E#H—%, F*HE
BAZFEEMEY. A, EALH plectasin FA B I
fERERE e Mk, 7E pH 2.0~10.0 78 P X S. aureus B

Spider: AB041815.1; Tick: FJ222579.1; Dragonfly: P80154; Scorpion: P41965HIIMTX; Plectasin: Q531067H11ZFU;
Mussel: JN036432.1FI1FIN; Butterfly: 10ZZ1ZFU: Mussel: IN036432.1F11FIN; Butterfly: 10ZZ.
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+ Mg, & HBEPIH R plectasintf 7Tk g 775

AAVEENE ; 100 C4F 1 h 5T #iHiAR N E A
BN 5 2R IR R 1

TE/NRABA e, plectasin BEA R YT H il 48 B
BRESREE RN, SHEEEMAHERD
A BURAE 2 . TR S plectasin 43 1 B {i.
BRI AR T, I REPGE LA f g 1,
T E E 5, plectasin fEAEE B FIRE N AR R
BAEA, TRZHCEHES IR R A ERINER
IRHIE o E T A = KIEVERH, XX} T plectasin 7£
Il PR b R R 8 FH B A E ) e S
2.2 NZ214B93EEME

NZ2114 & plectasin 25 #4 £ & 5 19 25 L4,
AHEE T plectasin 45 3 MR IEFR 2028 (DON. M13L.
QI14R)*", NZ2114 %% & BR & (Staphylococcus). S.
pneumonia~ I FEERE (Streptococcus hemolyticus)
{1 A 0 70 1 3 P L T plectasin P12, S F 42 76 B A
4w 078 A ER I (methicillin-sensitive Staphylococcus
aureus, MSSA) A1 MRSA, NZ2114 [#)35 2 plectasin
PIE =5 SEGRPUAE R, NZ2114 13
(0.028~0.9 pmol/L) HLE 758 % (1.35~172.50 pmol/L)
A E (0.71~5.67 pmol/L) 5%,  [F]I B34 Hi sk
FJG XN (postantibiotic effect, PAE)™, 44k, NZ2114
RIFVEHIGE, AT 2 h WIRAE 90% LA E S, aureus
(ATCC25923) Fil 99% i) MRSA (ATCC43300), H.7E
—LEZYIBAL  G E A  BRBR RS BB S
HEA RAFIRCR ¢ 785250 SRR gt O IR 4 (IE)
RS, % MRSA Fk (ATCC33591) ()97 2 b 73
BRI, SAEERMAL, FX4ERIEMRER,
M5 85 2 5 IR TR 8 215 24 ) 40 i Sk e i B2,
NZ2114 B H IR 7 . R EE N R R &, 7]
VE RN FIETT S. aureus JEGL 1] —FhgT B 7E BT
2], REE T MRSA S8R
2.3 rAgP (Agplectasin) B EE M

rAgP (Agplectasin) /& ¥ AgrD1 {5 & % fil & F|
plectasin %2 3 A it (1) 35 AL 45 S M 1) S b 0 T Bk Y
Agr AL E R MAME A A, BAE A
HER. REEAMEAAHEERT®. K258
aureus ¥ AgrD1 5 B &R, X ZEF AgrDI /EN
BURR X 8 1 3 R [N P, rAgP BAT 5 I EE 1 B
11, BERFRIERHOR K S, aureus, X} S. epidermidis
iAW, WA RREEERE (Streptococcus lactis) ¥k
ELEMAT I (Bacillus coagulans) JIFCEM . [F] B,
rAgP Xt S. aureus (1) 15455 5 1 v] DL R AR A% T B 75 19
RO, M B R PR B b B A A P 77 i 7 rAgP

5T MRSA. S. aureus %20 MR EHEEG 5
A, H MICs JE [ 0.37~2.96 umol/L. rAgP
& MH BB N fnih 10h N, JUFERIEFTE S.
aureus (ATCC25923)F1 MRSA (ATCC43300). 5
plectasin 251LL, rAgP 7&Kyt pH E AR T R FE
FLA AR AR e AT I PR S Y. rAgP At
Uf, WIS BB VE PR R R IE B EIE R, fER
SRR PR S FH H A AT B R R — FoB B Rs e i 9T
S. aureus YL PUH 2100 -
24 BEZEMR

YU KA S R B I R e r] gefE T =S
BUA, EL5E NARGHA, 40 M58 P2 P B S i
— /MR . Plectasin & HARY BA R I %
A, AR L929 B 4Eg0 . N IR KA
REME. A, SR A DL g i A
P PP IR SR S gl & 8 (IL-8) 7E4H Al
(s 7y rAgP fEMRIE N 512 pg/mL B, AL5[REA
1% IMA LA I, IX PR 39E 5L T plectasin
TR M EEYE . BT plectasin J2 H R £
P BRI B RAE A, WAL S. aureus F1 S.
pneumoniae YL ]IIE FRIEJT H, plectasin 1] g /& —
MELE R B RAE G DT R RE 259

3 Plectasin{EB L5

Plectasin X 4f il B AE ) & Bt B AR /E T, #E W)
1 F T 2 B 40 o B Lipid 1 RTAR . Ak B 2 900 4T 1
(Bacillus subtilis) 12 1123, plectasin 1)zl 1)
FAT RSB 7 (i ER. HER. M
R IR S5 ) AHABL, SR sA AR R+ (2 R R
novispirin 5 ) R[], X#E7s plectasin JEid Tt 41
BE AW GEAE 7. Plectasin X K7 T4 &
J& A7 5 M AL R 7C 2 7R, plectasin A #1 ) 2R
BT 1) A LA S S TR () T O R, T o 10 ) 3
i 20 o IR SR AT AR 5 2 5 B T . 2 S
[ B BE AR AR R SR I 2R B, plectasin AN 101 il 4H i B
B UM S Bl R B35, Mg 5 Lipid 11RL 101 #94E
RS G . NMR JIE ) =4E45 8 70 2w, F2.
G3. C4 1 C371X 4 MkHE S 57 Lipid 11 H (1) £5
MR A Y. Plectasin (¥ E FI AL BB, M
FLIG R R FH$R A 7 05 2 B B 1 Bt o

4 Plectasinf{X i) HEFHR

TF T 3 fif R0 S FH Bt B 24 4R 3D 7 % (pharmaco-
kinetics, PK) Fl124 %4 (pharmacodynamics, PD) J 2,
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BT B A 45 24 07 A BT I PR BT 1 24590355 B )
B, SR EORTT ROEH A BRI R AR AR, & AT
AT 2 B ) R A, RS T A v R RS, kR
BEMET 1. 29 3h ) 00T T Z 2 BT
BRI 2P PR P H 75 A e 14 1) 8
4.1 NZ2U4ABRFHHFHRR

NZ2114 F1SL A9 B AA XTI 75 22 2 1 S. pneumonia
B PR MIC 23519 0.25 pg/mL #1 0.5 pg/mL. 2548
BN 1AM G R, NZ2114 15575 52 52 1fi fixi 57
(RIRE 555, A 1.1%"Y s MfEMmifE 4 I, NZ2114
37 1o i 5 B PR R 0 K B SR T & 33%, Tk
FHRS (15%) FIJidi % & (13%). NZ2114 TERE R
R R R K 2 08 22 T BH 9 D A 1) e /N B
B, 4% S, pneumonia ™. NZ2114 7£ % 11375 o )
E AL A HE N 91.6%~94.5%, X5 plectasin 7£ A\ Al
ANBRALTE 2 AR — 3. P NIIEFT L BA 43 6 4
BUAFIELS T NZ2114 J5 2R ah 715740, £
EAFEA R (T,)s MR (Cha) K
I 245 3% FE 1 ) 28 R AR (AUC,), 45 R BRR
NZ2114 {2 E 0 WK T %, 0 10 mg/kg 7 &
TR T, A 63h, TfifAN 2.67h( F 1Y, NZ2114
EREFTAFBEAAMBEFNEALEEEAN
80%. [AIRF, NZ2114 EA B AR 8] 904 25 208,
ATRE PR AL AR 25 3R mE . T L, NZ2114 5 Bk
GIT AR R GUR G B R IR 20, BEIRTT
i 525 2% P I 2 TR 1 P 5 4%
4.2 1% (antidrug antibodies, ADAs)%fplec-
tasinZ5{X B I ZE B9S2

oy Ui eI U 2 25X Bl ) ok R
— SU A R A A g B BT AR R
B, plectasin s — MM KT, BB FENAA™
APAPURTI T RE. NRE K T 5K IE S plectasin
5. 5d WA 4 ADAs, 30d 5433 rs L i &
) ADAs. PRAMNEPERF TR B, Bk 50 5% plectasin J&5
/N BRI X plectasin FR 470 B 37 P4 2K 7™ AR B I 52 0
(P>0.05), plectasin 15 #f [ A 58 4= 44 771 3 7] 4% /)
SRS LTS (2 R FE B Bt plectasin FiiA ) A AR

1 N214RFRE T RIS AR B MEHEYHH1E"

HNZ2114 (mgkg) FNZ2114 (mgkg)

5 10 20 10 40 160

T, (h) 213 267 200 21 63 126
Free C,, (ng/inL) 178 330 844 038 062 1
Free AUC,., (ug'h/mL) 3.09 426 1030 17 79 204

plectasin ¥ &F 4 5 pg/mL I 52 Fom Hym v B 3k
— AR R AR B BN, RS
plectasin XJ 77 2E ADAs [ IR 28 /N A B A R4
TR, 5 AEA ADAs B/ R 0 T6 & & 1 2
(P>0.05), 23R 3l /) 0 78 ok, ADAs fH %
= H 7N B plectasin “F- 15 # 4 51 min, [fj ADAs
B BACE) /N BRAF 3 08 38 min, 5AEH
ADAs (1)) (42~47 min) T 52 12 5 (P>0.05)1,
AL, AU EOAT 2 AR plectasin () Hifk, {H ADAs
RELN plectasin [R1VA Y7 20 R I 25 AR 8 11 S 45 4E B,
[Fif, plectasin th AL FET B . LB, IRIFES
SUEE§ A

5 Plectasinfi 53 FRIiL

REA A= mr= i, s A AR I P
A2 e R R R REIR . 2003 4,
Schnorr 25 P 75K i 8 %X plectasin, HEFIAEL
7950 mg/L. 2010 4E, Jing 2 PV 7 E. coli ik Z24ih,
etk plectasin g it /77 51 - ve % 2| 4k /& pET32a(+) L,
1E E. coli FENBRAEE A (Trx) B ARE, &
T RE TR P AL A B A7 R 28 92 mg, M 92 mg
il & 2R A $k £ 3.5 mg & 4 plectasin £ Jik. 2011 4,
Zhang % "' N FH % 00 1A 4k 35k (K 4 T plectasin, £
I 7 B 2 pPICZaA Fis#k ik b, fEEREERE X-33
(P, pastoris X-33) kP Rik . 25 120 hifs S EHAH B AL,
SR ik 748.63 mg/L, plectasin £E P. pastoris
R PR BB E A 71.79%, 15 537 mg/L A A .
11 EE iR B 5 K g FF B HR ) = 23R I8N plectasin 1%
AR SEH SO SR T HIS IR, AR IR T K
Ge g5y N 77 TH 848 1 HEAl, [ plectasin (1)
KA SR T SH WA

6 45iE

S. pneumoniae. S. aureus LA HE 5F#, HIiY
ZYHONE, IR AL plectasin f H oitis )
Xt S. pneumoniae. S. aureus 245 BZ WIEYE. Plec-
tasin & — P A =2 I H P 20 B LA 1 ROR R RO 1
LB B 1 3, U B AL BT, H plectasin &
plectasin ZEI4) NZ2114 2530 J1 53845 7T 2 1
WEFT « BhAh, X plectasin (44 4h i 2R IE B 7L
HNIRN . IXEERIEFE T plectasin )N FH #E4T 1 410 )
W2, TOR T IKRRZAWIT K I EERS, N plectasin
(PO AR N B 1 IR S Al . H A Novozyme 2
7] 5 Sanofi-Aventis v 7] D4 BEAT A F, XF NZ2114
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