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tRNA-derived fragments: the new regulators of gene expression
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Abstract: Transfer RNAs (tRNAs) are the key adaptors that specifically recognize the codon on the mRNA and
transfer their charged amino acids into newly synthesized peptide during protein translation. Recent studies have
shown that the tRNA fragments (tRFs), which are derived from specific cleavage of tRNA, are present in many
species under some specific conditions. tRFs are a class of new regulators of gene expression, which function in
many ways. Some tRFs function in the microRNA-like way to inhibit the protein translation; while some tRFs serve
as the primers of reverse transcription of the viral RNA genome. Other tRFs are members of a nucleoprotein
complex which specifically cleaves pre-rRNA. Moreover, the stress-induced tRFs from the 5' terminus of tRNA
with specific terminal oligo-guanine motif are able to obviously inhibit the protein translation by interfering with
interaction between elF4G and mRNA. The continuous investigations will provide us a more detailed understanding
of mechanism of generation, regulation and possible roles of tRFs in specific diseases.
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IR, tEA, neRNA EHE T EZ/EH T mRNA
¥y 3" JEBHTEIX (3'UTR) $it] ik PR S 1 1) BB A3 RNA
(microRNA, miRNA). @i B AMZ R 7 41 41 i) 2k
29K 1 XUEE 7N T $L RNA (small interfering RNA,
SIRNA). R 57 14 i 75 A8 58 240 i v % 4% D g 1Y) Piwi
A JFAH B AE H RNA (Piwi-interacting RNA, piRNA).
55 HoA RNA AT 222 1 1K) /N %42 RNA (small
nucleolar RNA, snoRNA). Z 5414% N Bj/& mRNA
T 7 #% A RNA (small nuclear RNA, snRNA).
7 B PR R IA VR 2 e B b R 455 H1 A F K AR S i
RNA (long non-coding RNA, IncRNA) DL A & $% 41 fitd
B 38 THAE FH ) 40 fg 4k RNA (extracellular RNA, exRNA)
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i % 7= 18 & U 5 (high throughput sequencing)
54t H (microarray) 254 AR & J 5 R =Y, A
ATTHE IR I 1 081 100 7L 30 40 5 AR 22 ) Ao o 8 L
T — ¥ H ncRNA, B t(RNA SR IE /N 7 B: RNA
(tRNA-derived fragment, tRF)*, EZ4f) t(RNA BA
M) TR AR, Ty R CZEE (Acceptor
arm). D ¥& (D loop). TyC ¥4 (TyC loop). Jx % 15
“F ¥4 (Anticodon loop) 5 A 28K (Variable loop) 25 ( &
1A). tRF B 7545 2 [ 40 i sl 4 23 b sl 2 7R 40 i 52
B phiE SR 5T, R E AL IRES [ 4 Dicer.
I A= Bl & (angiogenin, ANG) %5 | 7E tRNA )35 I
BIY), PRAR IR E RN/ B RNAPT R4 Lee
2 By 0710, RIETRTAR (RNA (1 3' 77 5551
RN tRF-1 5 A A E 20 RNA 5" S 2] D AT

A A B

Acceptor arm

TyC loop

WWariable loop
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[ tRF Jy tRF-5 ; 1M 24 = tRNA TyC FRfHE 3] 3'
Bt [ tRF 4 tRF-3 (| 1B). M 4h, 18 B 3B R
tRNA (1] ¢ % 5 138 BY 1) 7= 28 1) tRF # F5 4 t(RNA
737 (tRNA halves). tRNA 737 — i J2 78 B il
AR, PrLAFR N tiIRNA (tRNA-derived stress-
induced fragment) "', tRF-5 5 tRF-3 /& 1 Dicer £
RN VIEEET VI A1 5 T tRNA 240+ 7] oK
FF 1 7 (1) Prre. colicin D fil ES. % £ 1 [ Rnylp
5 FLEh W40 L b () ANG 25 4% R il 8 1 77 AR
ZHT AR, RIET (RNA B4 1) tRF-1001
RE A% 2 T2 24 HR 4 B, e R 3 3 ) 2 000 1) 4t i 1
54 ®. T ECHT A2 IE SR, (RF fER R RILS
W R R R EER . AR SO BTt 7t
o T R IR — 2% tRF (A2 Dh e AT T A 41 .

1 tRFAmiRNARY 75 NI AR B E R Rk

FE T AFAE tRNA SKJE ) miRNA — B &2 51,
W% R W VB AE (RNA () D SR 83 TyC 38 1 H
BIIE P4 T KNS miRNA MiE, K420 4
% F 12 (nucleotide, nt) [1] tRF, [fj miR-1280, miR-
1274a (miR-1274b) il miR-886-5p %5 T 4 & WL 7E JT
H F 4y 55 N tRNAY [ 3" 3. tRNA™ (1) 3' 3 5
tRNAM () 5" 3 55 — 55 (K 2A~C), b5 R I
miRNA [ i 44 K5 -5 AR A7 A8 1 o) 7, T BT bl A
] miRNA %4 E——miRbase 4% LA F miRNA £
B B,

BT B — S B 5T R B, DL B miRNA 8¢
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A: (RNAWI =B g MR Z K B: (RFAJZ)NRF-1. tRF-3. tRF-5F1tRNA /3 T-(tRNA halves)
E1 tRNAK=HEZESRFR 53
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C C é
C C e
A G A
A G-C miR-1280 B G—C miR-1274b (a) c G-U
G-C C-G G-C
U-G (C=G)3 (U-A)s -k
A-U C-G iR-8865p G—C
G-C G-C miR886-5p  F~
62¢ UAA Ny uGa ]
. TR R A UAeceeetTA
é#l G§??G LUGGGy ;C CUGAquQA LAGGGy  C CGAACUCGA 6CGGGy €
[ A
U GGC G G, AGAGC U U
cyar®G c}%' GuAPASG 66 GGUAQAG%} 68
C-G Y S, U-A c-ct
Ug-a %S A C-G A U-A
G-C Uy C A-TU C C-G
G-C C G-C C Cc.C
. A-U A A-U ¢ cl&
RNAM U C g-¢ RNAM € A a-< RNAM U U
AAG A-U Uyl C-G Uy ¢
U-A U-A G
U-A CuU1276 C-G tRF-3019
=t U o A
CTGE T
I
LJOACUUGS - CCGGGy, SOAUEUES T CCGGGyC
G U
GyAGAAY, o Gy AUGAY, a0
C-G C-G
U-G U-A
C-G C-G
G-C G-C
C-G C-G
RNA® € G ®NA™ U U
GCcA UGG

A~C: miR-1280. miR-1274b(a)5miR-886-5p ] fE 7 I K IH T A BIE X t(RNA™, tRNA™ 5tRNA™; D: miRNA
“CU1276” KI5 T NBBIERIRNAYY; E: tRF-3019 KI5 T A 2L R RNA™
E2 SHIRIEM ARNAEKRRRE

tRNA /N BEff Sz RE DL miRNA ()77 378 40 T R 5
AW OiRe (B 3A). BRI, SIEWE AL,
miR-1280 7E /5% Bt 40 il & 782 T24 FliE 4 i #
mn R RIS R R R 5 1 5L 5 HIE 5E miR-1280
B % 417 1) 59 3k Xl ROCK 1 7F J82. T24 4 il & v
[ ek M, 7E J82 B T24 40 il % vh T A7 i K ik
miR-1280 T3 7 G2/M (P4 JA A fs= v, it gk aam g
W, RIHIERETFREM. A, N0
4 i & SiHa H' miRNA Rk HEFiiiE £, miR-886-
S5p ()35 B IE W 20 M 2 3 BRI 5 T A s R A
miR-886-5p #iifi] /{4 =X 7 Bax [F)3RiL, et
O35 . A S, 7E SiHa 40 2 ik % miR-886-
5p, NI T Bax (URIAR, fedtgufmiEs: ", L
LHFFEAESE T miR-1280 F1 miR-886-5p #fi & A 4E
V5 Th BE ) miRNA, B8 $00 ) 3247 2 15 (1) 80 2%,
EHEATRRIET tRNA A pre-miRNA 85 V)45 £5
BB S IR UF S

2013 4, K EHEE BTN fAE N R B 41
JL B FTAESE T tRNA SKVE Y miRNA 77 7E B
rEE R T A R R, B B 41 R AR R KRR
tRNA /N B, 18 B B 1 BOR IR T (RNASY

H H HY 1A

(GCC) 1y 3' Kuiy, w4 K CUI2T6 (& 2D). it
— B KB, CU1276 Hi Dicer B 1) il 24 K 20 1Y
tRNAY (GCC) 774, RE'5 N Ago A XN 4
BB (Agol. Ago2. Ago3. Agod) 454, AL H
7E 3'UTR &7 1 B AMT 519 % R i mRNA (1) 5
B (K 3A). CU1276 Ff Pt R 7242 & b0 B 4
MIAEAE, TAEET HAAT AR EAR R T . &
PO R0 B IR RE IR, A AEME R
LA FBERR TR, ARG E T CUL276 1—AME
FH#E bR, BI7E DNA AR 2 b R 5 B ZAEH I
RPA1 JE[K. SZEGE 52 CU1276 RE % 401 ] RPA1 3t
DRI YR, AT X 248 6 38 B A1 DNA 43 £ 762 1 715 1
o X — R IARUESE 775 N4 B A A7 A SRR T Rk
tRNA ] miRNA

2 (RFEASEHRHFEERASFINS

tRNA 75 B /& e 1 T2 40 A A o A 35 A
TR W B R %5 K DNA i B 7E IR YAl i, 3%
EREE & (RNA 1515 E 40 b S R ik
BEAR, AR 2 1380 e S s 5 DA E A B & —
tRNA {519, fi2 454 T+ RNA R 15

= A
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A: HEEERFLImMIRNA R 456 T mRNA 3'UTRX M AR FERIFRL ;s B: JESGRF/ENRNAR RS A 75851 9); C: DU
B RIRF-3Z2 51T ArRNAS U) 2 E(TXT) RIS D: 5 R & BB TOG) 5 bntiRNAE AL L K T-elF4AG- 5 mRNA
MghG, MEE AR E: (RNAYS FIlid 455 40 (4 3 C(Cyt C)HihiI 4t i T

B3 BLEMRFEYZFETNEE

Wy 4t & 51 15 (primer binding site, PBS), )3 2l i %
s M 1N 3 9% Bk [ 8 B (human immuno-
deficiency virus type 1, HIV-1) A LA ) tRNA,™
YENFIW (FE 2B) M, 1 R A 97 (moloney murine
leukemia virus) A5 [K A JR % 7% (rous sarcoma virus)
53 LA B CRNA™ 553708 (RNA™ 1 Al i 55 51 4 1),
deAh, A MLT (RNA,® 3 G BE T HIV-1 9 & 1,
Hix — i FRIEAMK I T PBS A7 /5, B /~i% tRNA 5
AR T 2 M E/ER ",

Ruggero %5 ™) @ 1wy il 0 52 R B0, 16 IR e
T 1 RK T 400 1 M759% 5 (human T-cell leukemia
virus type 1, HTLV-1) [ A\ T 400 sh A7 7E KB tRF.
tRF-3019 J& F & i = ) (RF 22—, SR A
tRNA"™ 3' K ¥ ( & 2E), ifj tRF-3019 7£ & %1 | 5
HTLV-1 3 [A 41 RNA (f) PBS 7 s 58 & B 4o 7652
IR T B 43 8 R B R PR R BT tRNAT A
tRF-3019 IAFELE, $E7~ 0 & # Ae RIE W e % 5| 1)
DIRE, X — 45 F A AE A4 30 4 s S 6 vk i (1

3B). X — K I 7 4 A Uk e 2 I, R OE tRNA
AIREME R MR ET YL, AR TURT AN BB
] BELAS 14 58 2 00 36 5% 51 9, AH LLBEAS tRNA 4 1,
AIRE 2 B AR MR AR QR . Ak, SRIET
tRNA"™ 3' K 3iit () miR-1274b 11 7 7] fg 47 4 106 4%
KLY TIRe (1 2B).

3 tRF-3{EApre-rRNASI] E & ¥(TXT)HI AR

= [19]
UAS

Twil2 & VU fi£ B (Tetrahymena thermophila) "+
KT 75 1 Ago/Piwi ZX R 8 H T, 3 %00 A T4
MR . B FC R I Twil2 Hp 5 1 o 45 B R I8 T il 2
JE =0 tRNA 3' 3fi 18~22 nt [ tRF-3 ; £54 tRF-3 (1%
N, Twil2 8 5 Tanl £ A (Twi-associated novel 1)
LR 7N VI Xen2 ¥ RCE 4 Mot g AL TXT &
&V, ZE SR IN T rRNA Ri{& (pre-rRNA) N
JEA ) IRNA (8] 3C). BE4, tRF-3 5 Twil2 [ 45
G e 5 BN AN AL R T RE ) b FE A A s Twil2
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1) RNA &5 & 85 K3 I B i RAR Y524E RAF R 2R
THG RF3 MR G, BN, (RF-3 /X8
pre-rRNA BY ) 52 4 9 (1) B 42 8 15 rRNA 1) 85 1) ik
A, ARG A AR A S — RS, Y
YT PN AR R A RO ARARE , 389 S 3k L R
(1 B AT 30 (RNA 89 V), 77246 t(RF-3, {2f# TXT
BEVIA RS N, 300 7= A2 58 £ 10 A
rRNA 25 & E R B R 0CE

4 HESROREHRERIRNAIIGIE SR
iz

Ui i 52 B Bhaa i, 2543 ANG () f1Rny 1 (%
) SRR N VI, 5 S U E BE 3 (RNA )
BN kAT EIY), 774 tiIRNA. Yamasaki 25
B RARP# K 5" S tiIRNA (5-tiRNA) 2 Je itk & A
JEANH U20S KB, i) 7 & A5 EEEKCE, i 3!
Ui tiRNA (3'-tiRNA) WA /EH . A% RS
frE— A sens, RILAA 5-tiRNAM Fil 5'-tiRNA
e B 5 M P B R A AR R B, T Ot AR BT A
5'-tiRNA. N T ERZREM ML, ABAE AR b5
1C ) mRNA HEATEMZE “H T (pull down) 5245,
K OLS-HRNAM™ S 4 BT R AL &
mRNA 5' ¥ | f¥] ZE il K+ elFAG ( &l 3D). JF %Il 45
P TR, 5'-tiRNA ] 5' K 4 A5k 4 UL
B £ B 1 iR 5 Bt (terminal oligoguanine motif,
TOG) A2 il 1 F ) < e 1 3 TOG AR it i\
Reds eI T 5'-tiRNAM J5 A A BLAT 140 ) 4
B ThBE. th4h, YB-1 A5 5-tiRNAM
[RI&E A 8 5 1 R R BRI E . d0BRAEAS
FIZAF R P24 5'-tiRNA FHIE AR, L9
IRRERTHFE, TR AL R B THLS .

5 BiEMBTANGIESZERRNAE D FIB
TLEE M EC(Cyt O)HPHI4mA AT

MR T RN B IR SRR g, 4k
Fran e S E 2R, Mt R E E 8 (Caspases)
AT — VR B T R R Th e P ZERE LB KAl
Joeb, 2 T BRI S e Cyt C KA R
JBCE A A 5 b, 3 A OR B O T Apaf-1
(apoptotic-protease-activating factor-1), Zk T i i7F
TEEMHSE, SR ZarAs TR,
AR AT IL R 2R A () t(RNA, #BRES Cyt C
Fermtkesia, M Cyt C 5 Apaf-1 FIAHEAEA, M
77 BHLLE 5 2 0 S TR AL A B T 3 3 P

SR NS (S I 1 ER R R IR A
M T 84 . Saikia 2 PRI R RIL, (EABB
FEEMIET, INT ANG [5G %2 2 28 i A
LEARG I EE AR, EVER R WA
KB, ANG T 574 (RNA 507, LA
20 Ff tRNA 2475 F-Re % 56 4 M b 5 B 735 21 40 o ot
[ Cyt C4itr, WRUZEBEGY, FimdnsmET:
BEWWIERG, FIE4EIE T (& 3E). ANG 5%
FEAE ) GRNA 250 F A R A 2 S B ik, [
KA RE R FE, M HIEOREE 7 A X (RNA 45
4 Cyt CHAE& s Thfe, BHIEAUMRE T, X240
FEARRIZA: T B IFE AR, DA N KB i Rl
I 30 RNA FTLL SRR 1) (RNA 2255 F FE AR 2
R I SRR, LS s A B 1 7T e

6 SHESRE

tRNA B V) =W se e A5 B LW Dy fig i1
B RNA 75, IXdk— DR gk 1 FAT 40 Mg 1 2 [
FKIERMBERMSEIANR. AT REI, BT
2 fiLff) pre-miRNA KV () miRNA, b7 78 R
T F %)k . snoRNA 3k JE. shRNA 3k i PL &
tRNA ik 3' 7 FK IR miRNA, i 7E 55 2 1o 4l
UM, LMy, B 0 s
tRNA % 8L EFE A UE A miRNA [ RTASRIE. 5
— 7, AN AE VU I B A R pre-rRNA Bi )5
LW EER R S5 RNA KB RE, 27
JHL 52 38 55 SR A TR R B B A R, R A R R K
V-, tRF SR 78 B 5 R B R o 0 v s A
THIThAE, XHJE T (RNA VE ABHE (S B ALk
ST, BeAk, (RF RFCUNAL P K& (RNA,
I 4k A R AT 30 RNA 454 Cyt C FHLIEZH g T 1)
Re71, 25 7T HMRMNE S EERE. ERERad
TR, (RF 62 518773 K 20 RNA (#1008 5k 72,
& (RE B RSONREEER G, )2 s Sk
SRR FE bR T L, B AT DAE S 2 4 S Ak
T2 o

YN S KR (RNA 2T, FEERAG R IR
M1 e e, FE NIRRT ZPE. (RNA
(1) D 8. TyC A %5 1Y R 25 A7 55 20 fE 4t 4 57
PERIBIYL, FPA A 2 FEPE R tRE . 7E4F 2 4121
M, tRF B R MBI =4, RIEZ HE M
WA DiRe. BB U RN, ATXS (RF
X A TR S A 18 B
Hi N5
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