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The neurobiological basis of fear memory extinction
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Abstract: Extinction of fear is considered as a complex process about inhibiting the initial fear memory by learning
a new inhibitory memory. Currently clinical treatment of mental illness has a better outcome by facilitation of fear
extinction, thereby, it has important significance to make fear extinction more effective and long-lasting. This paper
described the fear extinction-related brain areas and the potential molecular mechanisms. It is helpful to further
understand the neurobiological mechanisms related to extinction of fear memory.
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B A R B A W ER AN FEBOR R PR e
TR 2 JF R TC IR 1 AL FR AW AL R D s,
A KA 1 g KoL BT S AL AT LA I
DERL. M mligtfe . Pl Srhadpse. 2
K50 TS @B RTINS 2 DN Z 0, BNIER,
RWBALBM . e Bif. EAREGRIAE. &
SHS P TRBRAIIEZ DK R,
PFACHIZIE 5 W B JE I SE R 2 B BE AL
T RE RS IR AP 2 R ARL A S 2 —, ERAR
a1 ot B RAS RO (1) B EEA, N
FEAE FARAE . BREAE. QU055 RIERAT S, Bk,
IRANARVT ARSI 5 W B R e A= P =2 LA
XA SR W I ARG T R AWt R R+ B
M o A SO BARZ T O R P 2 A ) 2
HUIIF Tt e AT f 28
1 BIRIRIZHEBREX

R S I LA 3 508 L 3 ) A W o £ e ) —
T EA BRI ER A RE SN . SR, X AR
R 2 T B AR B AEAE N I — RIVRE A, X
FAER R — N ICFEIRHRRAE, RIS ARk
B BCRARICZ . AT RARICIZ I Bl — g
R IZ s R, AR BUE BRI iZ B AR
L R FRUCHRIESRAT A B S A0 AL B AT
B 7 — DAl sk 2 Mt i 08,
BARICAZTEHEE R BHNCAZ B R, e XA
EIZ 5 SRAMHRAR B2 . A BRATH R
PRACIZ AT ARAF A, (H R AE T O R I B i
A2 AT ALK 26 A A0k (R 51 Ak AR S R AR )
IS o REARTCIZAE DLBERSR, (E BT Bl 2Rk
HRARACAZ A A B 1H S B ) 3 242 . AL,
P it 28 P TR L ) B G A s B RSN 24 TR
PR L, i ELEAT E BRI PR N RIS

2 S5RAIRIZERE XX

3 9% R B R 4 1 = 9 (Pavlovian fear
conditioning) #& i WL R T £E FEAH B 1) Bl 4 A
AL, TR R AR SE I R e s T — AN S A
B(CS, to'a & 5E ), B4 TIESF A (US,
— M R PR S R L ), @ i £ Ik US-CS
ek, S XT CS B R —Fi 2 1 M RV IR
017 EAREEREICAZ AT IR N, Rt s
Jitahn CS AR i - US, HLE2 K2 Ja SR
X CS IR R B 2 ik 55, ol FE o 2R E

HUPIEN: &

H AT O% T 2ARIC 2T B A AL E E A R AR LR
WX AAZ k% B AT AT B2 JZ (ventromedial
prefrontal cortex, vmPFC) Al i &, J: /1 vmPFC i@
T F A AT AZ R B R R I Rk

AT A RCAZ RIS FIAE A (1) SR X, A
g, —erf iR, B AERRICZEBOE
A IR EEMER Y. Ao EE S N
=AY - FERAMUAS 4% (basolateral amygdala,
BLA). H9:#5/=#% (central nucleus of the amygdala,
CeA) 1 GABA fig H [H] # 4 7T 48 i )= (GABAergic
intercalated cell masses, ITCs) ; H:A7 ITCs 7E BLA 3
CeA (LS AR ST E R P 78 LRI oI 25
BT A0 H] BLA (13 30 o] 4547 Y SO 12 3k 45, i 2
LY B 25 5 4045 TTCs U4m o1z ik M
W45 BLA X B4 28 366 I B2 AR 1) D g, B R
W55 0 T 1% S AN BRI 25 AT S ¥ B 12 9w s
FOYLEE 875 1. Chhatwal 5 U #E, 9 #0245
A4 BLA [X BDNF {5 5 AH 5 & [A] 1) Rk v 461 5
HHEOCIZ IR BRI, A A W R g i
FIA IR ) E X 1

W ) 57 & M 2 )2 (medial prefrontal cortex,
mPFC) /& 15 S RAEAT NI SCHR N X o % Tk ik
KW s, H mPFC 73 8 BL R PUAS X = o ge s
2 A A B 2 14T X R Z (prelimbic,
PL) M1i4 %%~ X % |2 (infralimbic, IL) ; IL mPFC 4
4T N vmPFC, W 5K B, vmPFC & 4% 2%
TEACIZ I B B X 1. mPFC [ A4 4% & )
AR 21T BLA X 1) GABA R £ oAl ITCs
X, Pk, mPFC X A7 k% 5 Hh 4 12 E FH AT e
A& RARCAZ T BRI WL 2 — . IL 5 BLA X AH B 1k
R, RSEHEABI X Y, HaRERW, &
fi% IL mPEC [X {93 M AT+ L2 T S0 12 B R,
AN S BORAZ B3R 45 . 3 I X #0286 mT Ok
55 CeA X P TUIEME (BEAARZh N L3N 9 B R S B
fIb ), $as TL X AE MR T HGCAZ B YL A / B
FinRE ) R EEAER U,

Y i X8 ik 00 X385 58 R B 2 R
B2, 33 N X B PR B A AR S R R Xk 1,
M2 5 g SO 2 8] 1 50 SR ey, 8
T I A 8 ) R PR AZ IO R P AR R 2
e M. HEONGRTBG S R BRSO
LS. 52, BSREI. mPFC &5 %
LR D BRER = 2 B T SO I T G 5 — 5 T,
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TH BRI 25 I 66 ) v X3 3 R 55 T #1206t
HEON GBI EURE, DR T 4325 T Hih
MIFASET, WHOCAZIRE R IFh g RE 5 RE . X —
R IR O D 71 S RS B I Y A i R rp R 5
YERT, Mo B i R i sac iz mse 71 U, i
S X 5 #8544 A mPFC 25 i [X. 7 AR BLAF F 78 v] g
s FLUR P BRI B2 1 B A

3 IRIRIZIHERY 5 F AL

RARIC 2T B AR A B DS IB T B 7T
—HEAR R, TR RT BRI IZ I EUN 7 7L
A 7T SIS BRI .

3.1 EMHEAERETFREZKESRGESEIE
1BIZiEEL

Jio 14 40 22 5 7% [K] ¥~ (brain-derived neurotrophic
factor, BDNF) /& 2 5 & il n] ¥4 Jo FLAH G B (A Ak
W E EM A E TR . IL mPFC [X [ #1285 ik
AR S W HOL 12 AF LADLIE (s 22 AL 2 BL i, T
SR ik A R 1) 5 FEAE — E AR ST OB T A G B
T HG B, $2 5 IL mPFC [X BDNF 7K -~F 7] 3 i
SN TR A AH 5 A R, 5 S A mT B T S
REEIZ T B WEFE R B, IL mPFC i X 3 45
BDNF ] DLLETE W B ZR A2 A2 A1 00 T BLEE (et R
ENTRUAII MR/ G

BDNF 1 15 ¥ & 5% fis 4% 38 < 15 F2 3 57 (long-
term potentiation, LTP) J& 2% 21102345 A1 (B ) DL
(PG EE ML . BDNF 5 5 R AR 042 1 5L 7R 22 N-
F -D- KA R MR K (N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor,
NMDAR) [#12: 55 2%, BDNF 54k NMDA 4k Hi i .
Ah 5 P 45 7 BDNF 7] j@ i 5 F IL mPFC /= 4
NMDA SZARAKH (1) LTP, T Z5 46 B 1 A2 7 5
Peters 25 " B FUHRIE, Y BOCAZ 3RS B8 J1 B R 15D
V) 5 X A IL mPFC [X Fr i H (1) BDNF B 2 g
/b, HEINZIE B (1) BDNF 7K o] 3 8 i B ok 5 3
Jn#E Dy -IL mPFC ¥ % BDNF /K- P a] DLk 3% 2L 1E AR
KAT N, Xeegh L B IL mPFC J2& ¥ & [X BDNF
TEAI—A EZ X ", #h4h, BDNF /K5 2%
TR R IEM S P, Rk, #FHX BDNF /K1
AT T30 LA O R 367 5 57 28 1
32 ASBMEKEZIKESRZSRRICIZEN

BRI TIXPHE RGFE NSRRI,
H. NMDAR. o- Z % -3- #2258 -5- HHOE 4- oG iy
1% 524 (a-amino-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-4-isoxazole-propionic
acid receptor, AMPAR) FI T 1A 2R 52 1k (metabotropic

glutamate receptors, mGluRs) # A~ [F) 2 £ i 2 5 RLVH
HEECIZ I R B,

NMDA %% & 22 5 ) 5% fish v] %8 1t 24028 2 B 12
TE RO = FEHLH] . NMDA 3244 7 8 iz NR2A 3%
WS LTP, 2 58 ECIZ R BRI . 1M
i NR2B w] if5 5 5 filh 4% 386 K B £ #11 #] (long-term
depression, LTD), 1] 24k RLEACZ HE #2724 5 40
il NR2B [H W LTD #] £ {IC ¥4 #id 12 &£ 38, KW
NR2B i % it LTD 2 5 2R BUCIZ RIS . Fb
] 75 1= #% (lateral amygdala, LA) [X LTP/LTD [§ 5%
NR2A/B 154k, 1652 AMPA SZAREEE R, 1
a1, 8> LA X AMPA 52 44 [¥) 4 75 0] BBt LTD [
T, FH 0] R BOdAZ 10 2R 1A FIe B (recall),
B AR CAZIE TR P, R BH AMPA 32 {4 Y
B2 5 RECAZ I B0 AR 2R EAZ I 3R A B
Fik. 4N, vmPFC [X AMPA 3% {4 GluR2/3 . #
£7 F1 NMDA 5% {4 NR2B WV 547 [f] 5 35 345 7] {5 2 4
R SO AZ IR R 13 B B 5 3w P

AEIE Y mGluRs 782 5 BRI 2 38§
i FE, BH WA AT R X T RAR A S E R 2k
mGIuR1 20 B0 2 193543, KW mGluR1 75 2%
EWBOC IR R R E AR . 5 — TR
PR B R A2 A& mGluRS U] i 15 ZLAR Y Bt 12 1
ma i P27 B T 1A mGluRs Ak, 11 R0 10T B 2
A EGCIZ T B, BUE LA X 11 % mGluR
n] %4k LTP [f]25 58 B (depotentiation), Ji 55 2415
N, fERERMEIEIZ A B P WIS mGIuR7 7%
A F T R EE HOCAZ AP Y, mGluR7 Fifk /N R
RO BRI EREAT N B, XU IR, &
AR ZARTE BECAZ I R h Py A 10
33 ZERREZHESRGSRIRICIZHER

% B REAP AL B A0 1 B S B AL A2 2] id 12
SRR e A 5. mPFC 2 51005, 1HIRS
NS FERZ 2 i (dopamine, DA) 4%, el /&
it D, Al D, WA Z 445 5 4% . mPFC fi[X 2 2
Rt 402 5 RVEACIZ I BOS R, KEIEYE & W
D, B A1 D, # % /& (1 #6 D,» D, 2 & &) 1F
mPFC 2 5 1% 25 Rl 48 03 1 R 7 i 72 v oy ) R 5
REEF . mPFC Wi [X 2 EL % RE #h 225 ik /E -7
R ZZAR, SRR, Fitn, #Eh D,
PESZ AR T 386 4] 1 GABA RE 18] #0128 70 (95 1
M 5N D, £ 52 R T BRI X S8 ph 28 50 FO G 1, 92D
GABA [R5, mPFC fixi Xy 3G . AHXE 3L
i [X, mPFC ik D, WA 24k, DA 26 H0H
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D, Z ARG I mPFC #h2 etk P BT mPFC
X S D, ZARFE PN L-741741 BHAS I BOCAZ
FIDLE, AR BOCIZI3k . P gh RaEH,
mPFC [X D, 52 1A % 5 2R Bz I E B,

IL PFC [X ) A 28 1 i g 2R HACAZ 00 #OL
A B 3 2 5 V8 U 25 A RV R S E . BT
RN, TR I e B IL PFC fiKi [X 73 46 % #6404 D,
P77 raclopride TP O AZ M ILE . 55 2
HABXIRAT L, D, %24K7E IL XL ohm®
ik, EETTIL X B XS s, — o7,
BOE D, ZZRIG N IL X B EE, #A 1
RN BRI S S 5 5 — D7 T, #3h D, Z Ak m]
o & A A O FE B B —— 2 2R AL
5 P (mitogen-activated protein kinases, MAPKSs),
W B A R, FEAIK IL X MAPK 3% P BH W
WA AR F BRI PR B (retention), 3 B IL
DX % H 41 22 T D, 52 44 AT i kB4R Y B IR0 B
H AT DL, IL (X D, B 52 4R 2 5 BRI S R 1 B,
4> B 45 7 8 mPFC fixi X J&) #6745 D, SZ AR Bsh A48
YR  AHCIZ 2. IR, R H R
KA B AR T mPEC X D, 2478 15 4 M id 12
(1 g b sl e i i O VE FH (H A UEHE 3278 mPFC
X D, SZ A A BE X 46 2 4 1A 17 5] 1 AZ 1) £ A7 A g
R P,
34 5-RERERREZIHESHRGSDIRIZIZHER

5- ¥2 {4 )iz (serotonin, 5-HT) 2 517 AT 25 1)
AERVEY, SRS, WirhshE bl . FEe
i N AT 45 (5 B AR B AR Ok, S-HT sk
(5-HTT) 3d i = 45 U4 B 7k 5-HT 21 % ok iy 9% 762 17
WA S-HT /K F. S-HTT /E N HiX S-HT 3% M 1) &
ORI, $OANES SR MR (WHARE
FEIEIE. B0 J5 RO ERS ) i R S . 5-HTT
HE [N Rk k> 5 AR AR R R AT 38 g 5% BT,
A S-HTT G INMAR AR FEAEAT . A R RE 2
TH B R (recall) 3o F2 3k 35 14 Bk B, BLA XA
vmPFC i X 78 R BUE S S5 ThRER i . FiRgE Rk
B, 5-HTT H:[R )RRk 2 B £ 0 AR A7V 5 o
5ih% 5 23 # BLA-vmPFC BhRER LA 5.
35 v-EETHREZHESRGESBREICIZIEN

)P 22088 0T y- 2R T R (GABA) 5 A
WA TH BRI I AR PR A X . A IX
GABA 2 i BRI EER R, A2
i GABA #f J2& L- % 2 % i i & & R R B 67
(GAD67) it B2 1Mi . #F 78 & B, GAD67 siRNA [4

KB X GABA /KF, S2ibsh¥ R L &
TR HOCAZ IR, (HAR R R ECAZ I 3k 15 5
B (retention), F WA 11% GABA BEAFEA R4 1HY
R B B BERURE, AR R PR AR
A= A% W00 X 41 il 4h GABA /Ko A A% X A i) #ih 42
TC IR 5 i 55 A 4o 228 0 1 0 o e 5 ik 249 5 1A
%7 LTP, 349% GABA feg#h £ o i LTP A B T 412
A VL 265 B, D> CeA KRR [ BLPE
B FE, 2 i@ it 4% ITC X
GABA fE 2 TN A A% 4 i R AE/EH B, o
FRH, BARICIZ T R A% GABA, SRR
E B, AL v,-GABA, Ak LER] 5 L 2R
UV G
3.6 HAERICEHICSEIRIZIZIEE

W A LAk — Rl Bh T3 8 5 3 B A0 B4
FH i B LR BAEAZ AL . 028 1 2 Sk
(histone deacetylases, HDACs) ¥ 1415 (1 2 ik
KA BT R 5. HDACs TUiE sz 5 e 2k whk
MR AER I, HAEEI IR E ™,
HEA OB TIRE T RS RSB, Wk /R K
WEERIPT . LR I R B AU ph > RUE R B
5 B, WFUIESE, HDACs 8 [ #0771 2 B o 4
TR R b 22 FAE IR B

WFFER I, 2N P20 S5 i HDAC1 2
ik B, X 5d A HDACT al 4] K RS
WA BT AZ W B ™. B 15 HDAC2 Al #9n
D LTP, o322 >)id12, F % HDAC2 Hl &g
JR TR T I B 4 0 1 9 A A S Y R T
A HDAC4 #155 LTP F1%%2 13042 P, 85 1 A 1n Ay
HDACs 7E W\ A1) 58 F0 5 fk v] 5844 75 T (09 6 AN [+
PR TE R Z T SO AR R R EAFER

—H A (NO) X 4H 8 1 L ME Ak K~ e 1 5 1R
i, ErlE s S 4t HDAC2 ik - WAL,
fi HDAC2 M €85 A 25, AT 384 n 28 51 3l 1
JE B LR (0 R A K, 35 IR 2R A i B
Kelley 25 P 4f 1 #k = #h 24 0 B — & b & & B
(nNOS) #5135 I T AR 6 (1) Ry 123k 15, HIE A
SO A M R 12 . Ttzhak 25 B 08 5]
25T HDAC #ii 71) T B8 (NaB) Mg # nNOS
R AT BN AT REFR AT, T FRSE 5 AL ET AR R
RARIC I B, ZEH 5 HE S HE D 4H4) L
R8N . WFFciRiE, H4 45 A LB AT
BB RN, B DA X He HE B 2
AT I 200 5 A R A2 T T R
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37 HiEFS5RIRIZIZHES

IL mPFC [X /& 5 R AR A2 9 B i (recall) 25
IAH 5% 1 o DX o 9 BN 25 300 1A B 2 S 4] IL X
NMDA %2k, HEHE. 1 8 KK ZE (CB1) 24 A
FIR A 2 RS9 T O CAZ e i . BB 73R B 1L
PFC [X 45 F KK 2 A 0% CB1 324K 1M 5 4k 2L 1AL
fZ L B A, IR BN B T AR A B
F RV IZ I B 2 = R & A
protease-nexin-1(PN-1) 7fE# /-4 CeA FI ITC H &3k
ik, Y77 NMDAR A5 5 fih AN LTP. B F Kk
P, PN-1 B/ R VLT BARICIZ W L, 12
7 PN-1 5 B EE IZ I B 26 B0 BELIBT o i S K 4
JE R B A (VIPAG) B By 32 4K ] BELAS ¥ A1 12
(TR s 17 BEL BT SR g [X P 1) NMIDA 52 44 10 I 1 2%
N A, PHIBTA A= A% X NMDA A2 44 1 JEpi 52
PR AT B R BOC 2 T . A B AR B,
VIPAG [X i J 5% 44 7] @ ik 1 % mPFC 4= 4% X
ERK 1] 8 & 1h 7K 7 >k 52 i 2% 45 32 42 1 9 B 7
BLA [X L- i [ [ ]9 453818 (L-VGCCs) il i %
R I A 5% 325 DR ) e 53 AT 78 AR B2 121
K4 el B p R 1 CBEE . Bl B 7R A,
BLA [X L-VGCCs 75 Al i i ##5 MAPK Ji Bk fie it
RARICIZ B B B
4 REE

AR P it A 72 LA B BRI B AL
i, TEANRH A FEN T B EEEH. Rimid
FE AR Z 2 RS phsom (B8, R Q1 5 N
BabEng ) (o EL R, X R R R T TR
BEAT B EEAZ T Bl R 2 B = R ECAZ T Bse
B F AR A T = B AR B ) 5 RAR IR, It
HET 51 R AR, A RKHEZ M T AT B AT T
I PR b6 97 2B DG, an G4 5 L I R A5 5
FBR 250697 R LS BCH 1 R BTV SR,
B 250697 ROR FOREAR, Xk DL ST IR
Ko T HFETT I3t X BEE I BAE — o I 18] Py 3 i
R, WA — KR R IR BB —F RN “ 24
Y- DELTIE”, WK SRR 2 S B TR
BT I ET AT FROAE IR IR FARBINH, I
BB 0 007 2. DR, 3 AR BV L X 254
WA, BT R S S EIT 48, Hixk
B 5 ) N S (g R AN AR Y O B )50 A T RO TR

A2 R
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