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Abstract: Retinoic acid is an active derivative of vitamin A. ATRA, 13-cRA and 9-cRA are the isomers of retinoids.
Combining with RARs and RXRs, RA plays important roles in embryonic development, cell growth and
differentiation through regulating the target gene expression. ATRA has been successfully used in the differentiation
therapy of APL (acute promyelocytic leukemia) in clinical. Current studies have found that the disturbance of RA
and its receptors were also related to differentiation, proliferation or apoptosis of tumor cells. To develop novel
mechanisms-based differentiation therapy, the relationship between RA or its receptors and tumors will be
summarized in this review.
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1.1 #EREEEESMERA RS

7 I (retinoic acid, RA) X AR BT, S4EE
2 A MG Y. kA, IR HE4EE R A
e/ S5 I R IR 10T o i = — i e 3Lk, T
b R A RS IR W R R G, b AR A
JiL A K A R R R AL TR HE AT, 582 Bl A7 T AL
TGN o PR T LN, A BB v R T R I Ab,
Hifi g 4 HiR4h A H 1 RBP4 456 )5, HE—24
F&54 31 RBP4 3244 (STRAG). 41 i 14 1 44 R 45
&t A [ (cellular retinoic acid binding protein, CRABP-I)
FALTNE - RBP4 STRAG6 &AW ML IR i3z 4 i Jise,
TEAN B0 Mt %URG (RDHs). 40 5/ it %08 (RALDHs)
VEHI R A R ol . RAP 5 & 7 (7 43 S F il
I4EH N, LLATRA. 13-cRA F1 9-cRA %5 3 Hf I
AR I AT B Ak, L ATRA D FZE A,
A& RA S5 0y R8s AU WL R 40 S f A, 40+ 302
CooHos0 s AT 43T 054 30.044 x 10%, — AN,
ATRA HARBR M) 5 FE MM ae Jy, e EmE—n]
PN I AE TR 51 5 10 13-cRA 25 41 I )
RE IR, EAT R PR i S VA FEE R P 3 T

H ATAFFTUE 5, RA i 5l yx st N 46 i,
FE55 41 B PN 1R 4E TR 45 45 B 1 (cellular retinoic acid
binding protein, CRABP) &4, AL HE P =1 B [
Vi 25 CRABP-1 fil CRABP-II., J. 1, CRABP-I 7
RN iz #iE, 5 CRABP-1 454 1) RA #{# % 3
W, Z TR AR PN IR 40 i (5 35 P450 I8, R il o
2t CYP26A1 1 CYP26BI1 7 fit AR, 20 el A4
Gho HETHFFUIA A, CRABP-I 425 CYP26 Xf 4k
FRICARE R, XA N RA /K B 4Rl A %L
AT EH, 40N CRABP-1 K-F- 8w, R RA
AR, EE AR R AP 7 4E . CRABP-II
TR, e SR TRIL, 5 CRABP-I
45511 RA iz R A firz, K% RA 4EY) 7 1)
. ULAh, RA tHn] 5 a4 A0l R 9o AH BAE 7 2k
AE A R
1.2 RAZF{K

RA ()2 ARAL TN, 8 T2 [ R R %
PRSI I 0 o AL 22 5 e S &5 5 U AR TR g S
AN, )5 YE FR 45 A R 2 AR g h dE IR 2 A
(retinoic acid receptor, RAR) Fl4E F % X 5244 (retinoid

x receptor, RXR) #52%, R H a. B y 3 FHEAY,
6 Pz kiR A, BAWHHEA A~F 6 N&ithhe
W, Mo, ZEum A B X HA RS, A
7] 52 A4 e g A 14 7 41 5 € X R DNA 454 X (DNA
binding domain, DBD), ] L5 #E3E ] 5 5 1 X H)4F 52
DNA J7 41 B 4 B iR [z W TGAF (retinoic acid responsive
elements, RARE) 454 ; E XA A Hg AL & 11X
J5 B fic 44 45 & X (ligand binding domain, LBD), i
N 41 A% N ) ATRA AT 13-cRA H g 5 RAR 45 &
A 2 354k, T 9-cRA &I BE 45 & I v5 1L RAR Fll
RXR W 5744, RAR/RXR 7 ikt RA {5510
FE R DR S AERCARBRZ I, 4
M 2 AR A BL S R AR B U (RAR/RXR) 5
DNA 455 IF S5 A g = (s34 A1 ) AH A
YERT, RINA B s 4] s i 4R fE(ERS, RA
RAR [F45 4 RAR/RXR My% 448, S5 3540
il R 2R O R e R S LR R P g A4 L
TE RN A RS0 T30 4 8 1 SR 36 A% B 1 1)
HE, AR ORI GAA R, AR T R
Hoeoke HRTRTTURIL, AbBSZE, Wit ifed)
345 AP0 2 A (PPAR)P, 4EE 3% D 324K (VDR),
FROIR IR 3 22 324K (ThR). A )L A% 32 A& (retinoid-related
orphan nuclear receptor, ROR) %5441 & RAR 554+ 5
RXR 454
1.3 RAMESESEBEREHEEMFER

YR 5 2 Rk ah & Ja s B 40 Az oy, i
ik A s B D] A S 2 v A0 L 1) 1 B RN oy Ak, DRI U,
RA D)2 E &1l id RA S 2 Rk 5 PRI
AR R N O A I . S, R A R
M. JGA: (retinoic acid responsive elements, RARE) /&
FH AR I (AT B 2 A8l 5 AN AEZ B RZ T IR (nt) 1) LB
47 5 AGGTCA 41 1%, 1 #% DR2 B DRS ; Ifj
RXRs (1 52 N 7644 32 22t () B 1 AN I S8 A2 B A% 1 1R
(¥ B 3% 2 P51 AGGTCA 41k, fiifk DR1, H A
R ILILANL A7 /2T CRBP I i ) 1~ b, RA 5 RAR/
RXR 5 SRARGE G )G, it 5 8RS B 1 IR
PEf) DR2, DRS ¢ DRI £+, AT i 42 8 2 BT 1)
Mg Rk . HEMEIUA A, RAR & UBCAR Y 75 7
ATE A EFNHI 51T RARE #ESE R 146 5%, 2 RCAARAK
s i SRS R . L, RARa/RXR 2 - JE Ak
LHESL IR R 81X ) RARE &4, i fa S Sk e 8 5%,
TEAEDAA I NG B RIES B TE S R I 8 AR
My ReSE TR EEAE M. Bk, RA & —Hill
R4 o4 ), R ILBR I8 3 RARa/RXR 355 &
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AL AR R EE R 8k, IR 2 R g i A
A3 B T S 2547 S R B D 4l RARB. CYP26,
HNF. Hox. CRBPI. CRABP II 2555 ¥, H i
WF5EIA A, 4140 CRABP-IV Jlg B IR 45 & 5 A S
(FABPS) Lt 5 M RA O 21 i A= A MIAE 7% FY) 2800
1. CRABP-I/FABPS 5 LL# (40 i, RA 55 CRABP-II
4545 o 1l 1f RARB 100 46 48 )i 2 1< 1y #£ FABPS/
CRABP-II 5 LL % (1) 41 Jfl, RA 5 FABPS JE %5 &
A J5 T 5 A% 52 AR S A 0 T B A 0TS 2 A /S
(peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor /6, PPARB/S)
dity, RN MAE IR A s Y N, 4EH R
IR RS GEPEA BRI, X 98 AE S5 IV S 31 22 Al 4
M, RELEMIRY . AR 7R /K Giannini
S VFFUR I, 4 TR O 3 AN IR YR 2
PR A 15 AR 2L RE4H 098 (neuroblastoma, NB) 4 ffy 44
BRI, JLrh, RARa 434k R 75 3 1) NB 41
17346+ RARP 434k R 75 5 1 NB 41 g A= K4
il 5 1 RARy WA AEKAMWH], M-I

2 RAZREIER KIVEHEARRIRIE

AR« AR A BLZ SRR AL
Y, H B R PERL S M 5 I (1) e A2 A4 ] 6l 1
s 85 AN SR 4 2R 3 A 2] B e 4k 2
PR R A, IE HL4E RIS 2 Y(E B s
IR A v AR R R AR R SRAT S 2E AT
RIIMIESE, 4% A AN REILNRRES 2
T o G s Sk S0 IR L FL R A )R AR K
S b5 % . Brabender 25 R T AR /N 41 B fiti g
Jif 983 41 40 RARs 2 RXRs [#) %5 5 0L & B, b
Jed ZH 2PV 531 1 U0 Ji R ZH 2R P A7 /E RARs Bz RXRs
FISHF W, FH55 g i A A TG A G, 3R -
S R i P 5 2 B Y B AT T R R 1 R AR
FHK
2.1 RARs

RARs Z R E H A 3 FEA a. By, 43I0 H
17921, 3p24. 12q13 Jea BRI gt . i, RARa
TERRN KW iR 4 5 ¥4 R 1K ; RARP T2 LR IATE L
Ik M5BT s RARy RERIAE KL 4. A
IT6) RARa 1A R 32 22 [ 28 PML-RAR« il 75 2 [
E S S APRLAN i A M5 (APL) A e i 11
IMEIF. HErF iR 3, RARa. RARP 540 i1
RS A VIR 5 117 RARy W n 58155 4 FH R
Tirf 52 LA S S50 P AT K

RARa {5 518 i 5 S MR R A 0%, Hr

WEFCR I, 2 Mg 4 230 47 /£ RARo. RARP &l
RARy JEKZRIA N TR, 5 i B B R R
FMHWUEA IS, #2755, RARs 324 ] H AT $0j 5k
S 2o BT 90% L f) APL [ I i % #0 2
BRHETE S ARG AT, an I g s WL A 17 5 4
(4K RARa JE K1 5 15 5 e (0 4K i 6 40 1 v 13 i
LD (PML) 181 % 47 JE i PML-RARa fil 5 8, H
M Sy IR t (11,17) (q23:q21)+ t(5:17) (q35,1q12-21).
t (11;17) (q13;921) % t (3;17) (p25,q21) %%, H §i#f
FONA 17921 Gtk FHHE T 5 RARo £ F 5 At
2 IR0 B 5 7 A AR A 1 7 3 TR 1 2 1
KZ ¥ APL (1) 28U JR BBl 1T 17q21 (1)K
U A AE RARa B R 1) 28 — 9 & B4, $oR
RARa J R 1A (1) 208 7 APL R h Rk 45 AR .
H AT 5T UE s, APL 4 e 1 ¥ PML-RARa fili 5 85
1 e TR i [F] — SR A 523 il 5 RXR JE S — 2R
2 & AR e R S Y e/ (RARE) b, A 41 i B
484 PML H1 RARa [ Djfig, 350590k 40 i 1F &
()53 AR i 3852 BEL 490 3 9 4100 1) 55 PR PMIL £
VT IhiE, 4 APL (kA4 . TRl # 3L R/
FRFZTIE 52, PML/RARa @l 75 3[R 2 APL & % Al
M R O R B, Y s U R 4] PML-RARa
il 25 355 DR 110 2 32 D) 40 it 8 B0 A KU R 23 404
It 4k, Srinivas %5 " LB, c-Jun N- A5 & 1135
A RARa R AEREIR A 1T R AR, AU b Rl A
e REEEAEH . WE R, /M RARB LK &
B ARWA, MANKEEG IR, U5
Bl. P2 F1p4, Hrp, RARP2 & 4:HRE G ™
MR, EZMIEEALNPERE. BT
Jo A0 G 10 44 3p21-24 DX SH I AR A 1 i Ok
(LOH), T1Mi%i4 RARP (A ifr T 3p24, I HZ
Tl A2 RARP KI5 T Bt 2k, Wi &
JipiRa 47 RARBA k18, ifif RARB2 ik k> 'Y,
PR H AR T ] e 5 IR R A G IS RN,
S IR BT ) g A AR IR A1 23 TP RARB2
JE B ¥ X e AL e T R AR U, R,
RARP2 ik T Fe Ly Fo A 81 Xk FH A AT 5% A
IR WEIT R B8 41 23 RARP2 (1R IE 9> 5 41
HALBULAE R M, Bhah, WIS R, R 4141
o' RARPB2 F1 RARy JE PR A 1 57 5 15 4 IR VA 9T
g A o 1,
2.2 RXRs

RXRs Z A% (IR 3 AR oy By yo HAT
WEFE R I, 2 PR 42 b A7/ RXRs FRIATKF 11
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Bl H26%

M TR, DUER RXRo (130K 7] 5 i ik 2
A el U7, i Ak RXRa 5 8504 F R Ab B
(1) J 9 4 e o B AR A K AR IS, 478 RXRs
T 20 1 43 A0 R T T A 4 T I A s s AR
Ho i IR 5 IR R A R

Zhong 25 " [ Western Blot, %t f% 414b 254
ARATW T A5 A 2 2k RXR R aA GO, 4
BRI HT A IR 41 2 b RXRo 25 A /K BB
ST, BN EAR D, T I Hr 4
R S RAE AT A IR aE A 2R, RXRo R H R
IEICPAR, 1 H e A e 4N k% Y . Buentig %5 1
B AW TUR I, 1A% 9 RXRs [ g 41
2, HOBPEREM AR, HEFMAELK, m
RXRs 75 41 I A% &1 53 A 16 o988 58 38 1005 AH 6 3% 2%
R, RXRs A2 AALE [I8F 4 23 i) 2 3 KT B w4
Shy T e OIS AR AR, T AR A AR IR 1) o A TR
SR R SRR AT — A DGk

Brabender 2% ® A 57 & L, RXRs &3 /D40 g
JITs i 2 e [ 2 08 4 R ) IR 6) A FE IR 1) K
PE, RXRs SZAKALE Rg 4l 23 635 i, ) ffgee 5o
YRV UK, B TR SR ATUG &« Tanaka
A5 POV P LM g 4k PR IR SO AN L R (MCF-7) A4
FOR i 25 40 Jile % (MDA-MB-231) #iff 58 & L, 1
MCF-7 41 Jfd 7 RXRo & %2 4 Aii 45 40 L A% 9, 1
RXRa /£ MDA-MB-231 4il fg 3= % 47 £ T M i 4,
i HRIE KPR, 4 RXRa f#41 fi#% 7 RXRa
HRIEJG, RXR BCAAR ] AT 54 5 40 it 30 EH S o
ORI, PR T RXRo %55 5 4E IR K254
BURME S IFAI S 5C R MAh, Haugen 45 PV 5T JR
R, LRI IE R A2 RXRy KIAHR I, e
R s 21 20 P A4 RXRy i %35, 1 9-cRA 43
il Ak B RXRy o 2 1 (1 DR It 9 4 B Fn AS 3Rk
RXRy (17 FUR I 40 M f 7 B 30 A 4 i R
T2, ThjEE WIGER .

3 RAETMMEBALERRIMEEZEARE
ALl

3.1 {EgdHAES 1L
3.1.1 S APL AU 40 i o1k

7t APL 4iiffdf, PML-RAR fili &5 85 (1 H T B
JR ) TR 95— B A 2 47 N-CoR [ B 2 (1 &2 & 14
WA SRR . — A, AEFEFIEN ATRA ANGES
BR AR, 25 B 1) ATRA J# it 5 PML-
RARa il & 4 11 (1) RARa 45 & 3548 My % 407z,

105 e s LA 7 M 2, O [R5 s LB 1
FIOT g gk, PR HF 41 RARa A1 PML JE K]
Tifie, it Bx PML-RARa il 4 [ 4] PML #1 RARa
DhREIHE], K RARa B % sk 15 A1 PML 1 2
A M A TEYE, R S 4R 2R A K
{35 DAY T 11 995 0 23 R 38, T 303697 H I B2
3.1.2 HSEAL L

¥ A (osteopontin, OPN) FlE {47 2 (osteo-
protegerin, OPG) & 2 A B 7r A 4RbR, 32241 i
{100 B8 1 E 404 1 i 4l 3805 . Zhang %5 P B
FURIL, ATRA RI{EHE A E I (BMP) 75 31 [H]
70 A L R . AR AL U, 53 ALP
AL RIS N, MR, R bR 4 OPN I AE k.
AL, dE RIS T LS R A A KR TGE-B (5 5
JW ¥ H () BMPR il Smad JE[K 38 il BMP 9 (1)K,
T 40 I B4 58 A o B b R AR E ZEAE . Luo
4 POREST R BL, ATRA #0176 RARa (B R 1L,
TS T R 40 L) o3 Ak BeAh,  FH 40 i
A W S A O 52 45 44 (cyclin-dependent
kinase-activating kinase complex, CDK-CAK) J)r] fit
RARa R 2355, Wang 25 PV HF5T KB, ATRA
TP HRX — g R AT 43 RARa PR EFIE AR
A, BOE ATRA {7 55 g, Mmsciss S8 W
Jea A o4k o
3.1.3 iR

ATRA 7] LR AN 0. Yu 25 PR
FERI, TEMEA TG FIH, ATRA 5 CRABP-
I 454733 0% RARa/RXR 842155 P19 T4 i %
o ph & o iy AR g i 5 i 7EH o A B R, ATRA
i ik 5 FABPS. PPARP/S & & B 1My 5% Wil 3- w4 1 UL
AR PR £ 1 -1 (3- phosphoinositide-dependent
protein kinase-1, PDK1) 31k, MMIMAEHEE 0114
G B o3 4k ok BRI fR 22 6. FEE A, RARa il
PPARP/S 1252 AR 43 T A5 44 8 TG 53 A4 S ST RH i 1 A 4%
YER, TIX R Ae i 4 A 2 i g i RARP LA &
#4111 CRABP-TI/ FABPS [ LL &S HL

YR IR AT %2 NB 40 i 04k Ah, JRF
WE T B, 4E FH IR AT B N I 24 IR 52 A TR (tyro
sinkinase receptor, Trk) f%5 5%, MGG TrkB 55
S SN N I 1 BRI B Y I U IEZY g
et A R IR IE, I NB 40 fu 4RI,
HAZ K% S NB gi ik A= 41k 2,
3.2 {FIRAEIETE

Hayashi 25 ™ W97 KL, 9-cRA Ab3 5 [ ks
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S M5, R AN M L AR KSR, RARP RIA Y
I, 1H RARa Fl RARy 7 4 [1 5Ll mRNA /K-F- 3%
YRR, Hid %15 RARB RS 208 40 i i) A=
P B LW T s Sun &5 PR DL, ATRA 11 i i g
41 3 5 LB RARB AR 38 0. Lin %5 BYF5TIA
y, RARP 7E 4k H R G e b ke % 3 224
ATRA #5300 RARB 5 I0 L2 AR XS IR £ L
JA &) T3¢ 57 (chicken ovalbumin upstream promoter
transcription factor, COUP-TF) [(]Z& 5.,

Y F R T A1) 22 P R 40 M 36 4 . Luo 2 B4
WL R, ATRA Wl {5 R MG63 H1 U20S 41 ity
L GO/GL A IR I LG8, AT PR AR
ASVE VN 7 (CDKT7) A0 i i S 45 2L D] P21 3Rk
[1)°F & B cyelin C L I3 0. Yang 25 P 5t &0,
ATRA 38 32 S0 Smad 15 5 3 8% 400 -B 1A 988 40 Jif
(4K Liu % BURF90R L, ATRA nJ ARG AL
3L FE 5 I (enhancer of zeste homologue 2, EZH2)
1 DNA HIFEF AL (DNA methyltransferases, DNMT3b)
Rk, E— 0k Mgt A4 92 R 4 A 1 R AL
841 4 2 5 R IR A I B S K7 HOXBI3 [ 3R
1k, AE AR(-) 141 i g 40 1 AR A A5 v 4 AR
Mo R ATRA X 2 H00li 7L ) ) 40 AT e i i 4
H S ABBI 5T A I ATRA O K 22 508 (0 39 4 e e 3L
Fan 25 P9 50N, (0 308 41 U X ATRA B
N 2 ML 220 A il RARB 3 1 ok 2k K 3 I 3
X F R A 4L () H3 ORI HA [ LA R,
1 RARP 1k 5 ATRA 7 BB €4 3008 40 o () sy
FEAE FAEAE WY S ) TEAH 5K o

Yot FUE L 1 1A (chromatin modifying protein
1A, ChmplA) & —Flogr i IR R, 28R AR
TEML TR BE T, 0 Ge (o i dliky . 40 B J 40045 2041
BN, HRIES MMM KL KIERRE
D)o Li%s PR IN, 75 ATRA S ¥ A B 4i i
ChmplA SREELE AN MIA%, ATRA 1 ke Jlit g 40 it 48
B, 4 ChmplA. CRBP-1 & P53 Z5KIiAH) LM,
UUER ChmplA %3k, ATRA Ji#(#) CRBP-1 }% P53
ik ETHIRAT P igs, [F, ATRA B 850 e 41
JAE AN E - IR 2K+ i/ ATRA JEBUS 1) A i
s A e, ATRA ¥697 f5 ChmplA B4 22 il
I, Ak Chmpl A AMHEAT 5| ATRA =ERIUK A
J A= KA1, 17 H ChmplA. P53 Fil phospho-P53
FIEIRIEIN . S5 RAL7R, ATRA 0 B s 41 it 14
B i@ ik 1 ChmplA. CRBP-1 % SEHL), W
ChmplA /KV-{E ATRA {55l % R EZAEH .

4k, Marzinke 1 Clagett-Dame 25 P &3 ATRA
Aib B AR 2 BEGH IR N2A 40 g o B0 40 it A K3 71
A e %, HAA Clmn KA G 0. o
ek Clmn ] 44 Ji] JH 3 A0 M 2 1 B4 ) 57 P21
ARSI, A B B B D1 AR /b, hypo-Rb
HAAR G 2, AT B L 40 AN G1 TR S 3
FERE . 1T Calmin &5 [ (Clmn) j&—Fh BLIE IE 1)
VA R, s 1 AMIBNE 45 A1 2 AN DLES
A AP, K, Ak Clmn 2 4 BRI & 5614,
ATRA i i Clmn 5 RE 33F 40 g J 303 (45035, AT
A 2 1 40 T 89 40 1 14 B
33 FSMEMmAT

Wk SEE KB, ATRA W] 1% 5 A £ &
EC9706 4l s Ji 1, B R4% S by7 254 5-Fu (FR T
R, AL S AE SR R 8 M caspase-3
) Fif 4 o P7. Hoang 25 P f 97 & 1, ATRA nJ
755 'H Wi 6] )58 GIST-T1 40 Jitd caspase-3 & [1 5%
SIS, I T RIE SR, R AL
57 B 9Re 41 e A A7 2 3R IA 1 R I A Bax B R IA
() 4 5. Bonofiglio 2% WV W5y KL, /NI
PPARy I RXR ) HC AR I 5 )3 FH A] 3 e 0 2 pr A4
BRI R I A0 R T
34 Tish

i 24 2 I A FH ATRA Y497 3 R o s R B
), AR AENLEI R A AT s, U
% 1F 4N R 41 B TP CYP26 1R 7% 5) 4 ATRA
S, dEW R 25 v e S CYPs i JE R IA 5 f
ATRA AU SG 8 I 259K B8 B Je N i 92> 4
Ky EAFEWIFOAN, 4EH RN 25 1] fE 5 RAR 244
(158745, CRABP I FRIA 340 &% RARB FE K 19/
g o VIR BRAL, IR A B T A R T 24 T g
5 RXR 55, —Jjif RXR 7 40 Jo A% P 7 45+ vF i)
PrE W A P &35, RXRa WisE A T 87 41/
EW, MAREIEN, 250 RXRa i T m)
2%, Ui RXRa [ X IR 29 52w L DD RESEIL + )
—J7 T, 6 RXR AR i 5 DRAE 5 a0 BH G A4 S
(1) RXR Gef% [ P21 3R 1A, P21 KR H ) 1 X
BAFAE A RXRE, M T A4 40 g o 20 ) 13 BE s R
Too AR, W[ RAR 7778 U 2544 RXR (11X
Fi/E Fl. P21 1) RXRE [X 4 5 RAR 4% 4 [f] RARE
X 35 M L T B BE O R A AR Y. X4 RXR
FTRAR [Pt sgm RXR sk K7 2hfg. 54b
A UE 2 W] RXR GE 9% W05 PPAR (WL LY, (H 2
5 RN
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26k

4 RE

Y PRI LGN 2 B IR A R R A e e A
IR, EAIYIRT 73]t B 24 s 4
MREFGALEE . T RLE R ISR 25 LR A I (KA LA
PSRN T il SLRE A R AR R ML, 5 Dy gt
— D IRRYE RIS WG IT AF APL [ I R S AR
PEBAME IR S T 1

(& % xx K]
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