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Abnormal neurotransmitter release in Alzheimer’s disease

HE Yang, ZHOU Yu-Dong*
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Key Laboratory of Neurobiology, Zhejiang University School of Medicine, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Alzheimer’s disease (AD) is a severe neurodegenerative disease that is characterized by the presence of
extracellular amyloid-p (AP) plaques and intracellular neurofibrillary tangles. Synapse loss is the best pathological
correlate of typical AD symptoms, but once synapse loss is observed in patients with AD, its progression is hard to
be stopped. Thus, elucidating synapse dysfunction before the occurrence of central synapse loss is of particular
importance to the diagnosis and treatment of AD. Aberrant neurotransmitter release, caused by Ap oligomers, loss-
of-function presenilin mutations, etc, is possibly a promising upstream mechanism of synapse dysfunction. In this

review, we first describe presynaptic transmitter release abnormalities and underlying mechanisms in AD, and then

raise a few key open questions in the research field.
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FihHs WA R 22 IRAT PRS0 . 1906 4F, 4 [ (1) RS #f1 g
22 5K AT U 7 o BT ZRK K 2R (Alois Alzheimer) T IR 4
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A Mg AR IR P MR, AT AB SRR
AD [ RERRE ED Y, X B IE M AB it
L2 0 R AR %) DA A D R B A U 5 R ] R I
AR FEERMON SRSl B R 22 TC IR AR T

75 AD [ RE b, STl e i) 28 LA # 5
T 5 fk R 4o 26 40 B A (> . A2 AD g 3,
R e o ia T Y, 1 H AD B A
B8 77 55 9 i B A I AR G B, 1 AE AD L5 firh
(BRI A T B R T Rk, WF9T AD FL3
S Ty fig 2k U R HL D I B2 W Ra T BT R
AR X Tk, BRWIWWETE AP SEER A
WA 2R 48 S A D e () 2038 il Ay AD RS 5 BEATL )
WIFTHI R, [N, AR AT —— Vb FE A A
Il (amyloid-precursor protein, APP). EBy1)] APP J£
AP [¥] B- Fll y- 20 WA, DA KGS FERERR ALY Tau 2
X ik D g B AR B T T2 M OGE, W AB B
FE AR AT DL 5 fil K i FE 48 55 (long-term
potentiation, LTP) 11555, 1] LTP # A Ky A& 2% >
WAZ RGN SE2R AR 45 & (E Rl A, il
THo AT S5 G, W Ca™ fEN M RZ(E 54
T SRR A R G S i A 350 R T S ik ] SR A ) S
AN CAIR 2 ERR N AR RAE S Sk D) g AR
B S i JE HLRIEEAT T A4, AR SO ook — 28
KT AD Az ik B2 v S A Fi o 22 38 TURE T80 i 1
FURATZRIR o PR 38 RS TRUT o v] g2 AD RIS
fil DhRE AR (YOG, DAk, YRR AD & is
JEORE T ML AD 1 5 BRIG R 2 ¥ B+
EEE .

1 ABXFHZZ1% B A AY 220

APB /& APP 7t B- 7 WA A y- 73 WA B A H R (1)
PR o y- o3 W T LA AN RO £ D)%) APP, R,
PRI AR LRI K R F, 5 AD KA DI
S P B BE Sk 40 1 42 ANGIETR I AP, AP42
(IR TEEL AB40 K. AB42 5 AB4O (K ELA Ve T 55
R AB X TARFIEENE . AR 7ERARFBALIK SR S i
JCIE B ARG, MmN & IeiE B 8 AB 1™
PEBEIN, B 2R 0 Bl 2 AR AR R s R P
XN TUIH ST AR A RCRRE Jil 5 41 o g 1
() APP A ZEAH O U BRI IR GT R, #h &It
PRSI0 (burst firing) nJ A2 1E AB4O/AB42 (¥ LA

M DRI, AR G HLE Bl ) iR IR U A
Wiy B AN [F) B2 AR A Sl AT R SR A, AT 1 43 58
fis 4 328 o

1.1 ABHYSERAATINY

AR XS 28 5 JURE TSR 5% ) 5 S 06 7 A
PIAH DG o B SE 00 SR FI AR 1 AR 1R 5 fis i 2%
AT H 5L
111 IEPEABR ST N,

LA AR 1) R fif v LLSE Iy Js v AR AR5
il 3 7 7k i U, FE BELSE (Thiorphan) 2 5 fiih i 4
it AR ) I HE IR 85 Neprilysin () 38 S PR 7, &
i 3L 4 ) Neprilysin /15 () 9 U5 PE AR 1R B3 At 170 A7
Sl IR 1) AR IR PEE T = ZEB TR RE T i 5y CA3-
CAT DX HEARA L 0 2[R i P 5 M P 5 ik S 900 A
IR (synaptic vesicle recycling), FE1f & T 2 %R HRE
JL# (release probability, Pr) ; {H7E App w5k 11¥#F
bR A B AEAE AB BRI AT, ZERIFEIRA
IRER, IR W) ZE B SR v A 5T Pr KRN A
M P IEPE AR SR A M2, 8 BIR A S i iy kB 5 5
ik TP 22 T IR R A G - Ry, ZE BRI
S i A 189 5 2 SRR S U, A, AP T R 5 i
WG SR 5 AR IR EE UM O, miik B2 A
S FRAR T fh b o ity Pt DL BG5S R, N
PE AR A5 S il 5007 8 52 A< 52 70 ] PN 1 38 v e 0%
T R R S o 2 386 JSORE TR LA IR G 0, 368 Ji %y 1 R
flul A% 326 FRY G iR . AR 5 R 1) % A 1 S Ml A% 346 3 iR 2
T AR A R B B 2 Ay SR AN P4, X ] g2
EAEPRIRE FL S fik T B AR A WS AR IR B KPR
— AN LBURRE
112 AR AR S il i 24,

E 35 7% 1 A 28 70 R B AR I HE o N AR
AR BB PP 3 ot (R T8O A E o BF 9T R BIAE
BRI kT N LA U 5L AB40 (0.5~5
pmol/L, < 2 h) RIS SR G/ N A 1 S i J FRLUAL (miniature
excitatory postsynaptic current, mEPSC) f i !, 2
TN B BE IR TR ABA0 ] Sk B R S M AT ph 4
SRR . TR IR S ABAO 38 i D A 1 5% fd A 326
() IR 5 Al A VR 5 15 97 1R K B J2 A 2 G v g W ¢
)W Bt IRIE, RIRSEN AB4O it K
fi (16 o 426 3 OB i U {HZ AB40 X mEPSC [f)
KIAVE R ZR A HIVER, 327 B D Gy P A% i Y
R 2 PR AR A A M 55 M (excitotoxic) BIE . B
JEE JR ¥ (200 pmol/L) [ 55 5 AB42 it o B il 3% 1
T F) Ao 2 RS Tt A (e bV U7 B, g —
SRS R IANIEPE ) AR FEASIFAE S Ak Al R U
AL R I, AR X S ik iy #2838 5 11 8 ik
HAVHEER, 7R S ) B S TS AB42
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A0 TR BN [ PO AR IR IR 1K) AB42 BRI
14 (globulomer) REFIHiliF 5 #1258 70 H 1R 4 48368 T
R Y,

ZELETIR, ANETE AB IS ful AN, 2 AR
Ko AP XF Sl {7 20 330 0 1) R AR AT AT BEAK 6 T
AB RIS, RAFERE . WREE. MR, DK
AR TEHIIN T (K I 3. — Bk, AB40 A LE
AP42 T B S R L P AR S T Y . AR K IAME
FH - 5 i 30057 38855 2 FO0 S o 22 326 SR (O RE TR, KR EE
APP % SLR ) 1 e 21 (5 — 3% 2,

1.2 ABIEEHEZIE R AHLE

SR i NSS4 £ 368 R ()RR TS A — AR B T s 1 ik
P o B FLAT HRIK Pl 28 AR A 5 Ak i I8 25 A4k, FL
Ji 1147 Ca® 8 18 b 1 JF OGS i Ca™" K Wi, i
B 5E (docking) 1) 5 firh &30 LA g it (exocytosis) ¥ /&
OB RE I Y AR5 T . S Ak B0 IE DL 75 R T
2 Y 0 8 i T 2% M B30 P B . AR R 4 Ao 28
R CT RE S AR X IX e 2 (1) F- A AT 5%

1.2.1 ARSIl HT 515 5 4%

FE S b A 3o (L RE R, S 330 SRR U A PR S
B 1 VAR P R3S T v A A A A 2 8 JTORE ) O B AP
B, AEHRE T, SRR S R
i 40 5 28 DR 2 W A T P PR - S Al iy £ P
J& MK 8t £S5 T JE (voltage-dependent calcium channel,
VDCC) W I 1. 25 4 458 R i) VDCC
FEAMWE, —KEPQRVDCC, H—HKENH
VDCC. #F5TIAK, 10 nmol/L 5[] AB42 B 51k
O S ET N % VDCC, S8 s i 2 e -
JR 22 (R P 5 200~830 nmol/L ¥ 55 1) AP Bk E ik
A LLE 2 4 P/Q L B RIN R vDCCR, A
WG M /R, BRI T LB B s JERESW
AB42 A5 1 ) VDCC 48 Fll . 9K 2 115 AB40
SRR VDCC & B WHIER], {3 1 pmol/L
() AB40 1] LA 3 jin P/Q %! Al N %4 VDCC i i #7.
76 B ) AD BB b, i R AR SR 4R T Rk
VDCC 1S il B iR o0 A, B8 1 4 2038 IR TR
JLE P AB X VDCC [ 1E Ji 475 4 T J 301 3 Al fig
R 2830 TR, AT ik fk & 4 Ay B3 1T I
S DI RE ) N B, (HAR A —Se S5 R Bl AB S
VDCC %A A B, s L3 R AB
X VDCC A #il/EH Y, XAl g 5 s br A, AB
SERARPP LA R S 40 22 5 (il VDCC (1% i
HIAL ) AHG

7 BE IR E AR 51K IR 5 i A 136 1 5 ) 5 AB

OIS 5 ikt w00 B 2R 2 Pk JIH B 52 4 (nicotinic acetyl-
choline receptor, nAChR) 4 <. a7-nAChR fi£ i i Ca™,
T AB AT RE H AR ] T o7-nAChR, A 5K filt Hy
Ca® WPy, 8w s e B e M) a7-
nAChR JUJ3sk/b AR 51 1) 58 fil e 36 [y 33 i 1)

AB BT R P 1 Eb S R R Ca® Sl I
3% Ca® (M2 AR AL, B AF J Ml iy M BB I
HWi% Ca™ (KfLi. Parodi &5 " WU K HL, AP 5l
() mEPSC #5 (1) SR N 55 1 3 85 2 1 B2 BT
K. R, FH Na7 BHIT AB T 1 i) i o A AL B W]
P55 8 1 A, IR AB 51 i) mEPSC i
wan e LSS HAEY, AR AT LLEE S Al i I A
WIEES BT IFLIE, X2 AR 5 R Sl 45
E o A
1.2.2  AB{EiESNARES G 1AM E Bk

P28 3 T RE TBCIK O B 2 3R 2 SNARE(soluble
N-ethylmaleimide-sensitive factor attachment protein
receptor) 5 G A4 7E 5 filt Fiy i (1) JE . SNARE & &
AT TS HT ) 32 7] SNARE £ [ (target-SNARE,
t-SNARE) FI7 TS 2230 5% L (1) %36 SNARE [
(vesicle-SNARE, v-SNARE) 41 i, & 1] SNARE 4
4 41,45 syntaxin 1A FIl SNAP-25, ‘&A1 H.AHZ &
AR 2 4 4k, 45 £ v-SNARE 4 [1 VAMP2
(vesicle-associated membrane protein 2) 55 oK.

RIL T IR Y], AB fiefe it SNARE & &1
(IR, AT B4 5 22 330 S PR B 0 S 32—
FOAE O 237 i o 38 kDa [Pl B (1, 2 S M 4230
HER MR, RAERAE AD B3 K iR
TE AR B B AU TE K AB42 RE(ZHE R Ml K
VAMP2 (¥ &, ZEmfedt SNARE 55144 (1) JF B
TEIXAN SR, A42 23 5 VAMP2 5o 44545 58 il %,
il 5 2 [¥) VAMP2 i 25 5 R A (K 4545 . VAMP2 [A]
43 L2 5 SNARE 5B RG, A2 0E R fuh 22y
(¥ 508 (priming), HE T 3 B0ph £ i HURE 3 n
AB42 B HE N R AT R TR AR B VAMP2 ()
ST T B

HHEFCRY, AMJEE AR LUk N S Ml 5 H47 ,
5558l 5 (kR in PSD-95 LA P12, AB HEA
SRl H BT A S AL T BE S SE T VAR AR HRR
FHIG o AR 231 o A e B4 AR I 1E N SR Ml ) 8
B, WML AR, S5 R ] B R 5
AR SE SRS AR WMGT ) T3k N S A iy A, 4%
PR 36 AR DTS TR RS AR BE L Y )
RARREAT BT RN R AR AR 0] 5 ik Dy BE 1) 1 4%



30 EAIRARAE L

o6k

EH .

LA L& SRR, A {3k SNARE & & 1K 172
BT BE A AP Sy A0 A28 08 RS RO L R I — A
BLEE
1.2.3  ARXF SR 30 FHOB AR M

R S S A A A DA R 78 R Sl S 1) S BRI o
X UEHRE I S fil A s A R AR . RS
fink S V0L FEAE RS2 BH, e e 0T DR RO 23 32 215
Wi B9, 7l WM 2 1 (clathrin A 5 1) 5 fil 28 9 A
T, F2IEEEAS 5T, AFE synapto-
tagmin. f5#25 1 2 (adaptor protein 2, AP-2). 7%
1 180(AP-180) F15)) /) 1 (dynamin), X465 [
7 AD B35 i P A B B BY, synaptotagmin
I 2> & A=A AD #) 3. 7F synaptotagmin [1] C2B
SERIR (AP-2 (NS5 G A7 1) RAS T Rk, 23
28 R 1R 5 finh 3 900 5 e B 2 92> B3, PR synapto-
tagmin [¥)9k /b 1] G 25 3 B b FEV L= BRI, 1t
Ah, AE D 5 fik B I 0 28 1 oORE TR B K 2 A,
synaptotagmin ] sk 21> 11, 2% 38 J i 28 366 Joi R I 1) S
o AP-180 (19820 W) 2% B F2 5% Wi 5% ik B 0 7 5% fink
T (R A, BN S i o 28 388 T (KD RE s BV AB
2538 1% dynamin-1 [k /b, 2 11 53 v 4 28 3 )5 1Y)
REJ . AR FEHI T NMDA 24k, 5| 45 85 7
WS B T v, kT 5 | EE 5 R 1 calpain [0 A1
dynamin-1 [ BT B, AR x5 i 90 Py £ (141751
YER W DABE 2k 1y BUBEARIEILEE -4- BE1R -5- ¥
(phosphatidylinositol-4-phosphate-5-kinase type-1 v,
PIPSK1-y) it 3 % ™1, 4275 AB 51t () % I W UL
I -4,5- — 1§ (phosphatidylinositol-4,5-biphosphate,
PI(4,5)P2) (1) B A% a2 5 fih FE 70 N & 2 AR 400361 (1) i
. PI(4,5)P2 fit 5 AP-2. AP-180 }% dynamin 454,
LSRN R H BN A AL TR HER fil
RN

R E RS SR FEIN, SAIEH W] 5 R AL
TR (recycling pool) Fli 117t (resting pool) 1]
FEWPIR I G PR FE I 0] 73 m] R TR L it
(readily releasable pool, RRP) Flllt” 45 F£ U (reserve
pool) . FILMIBFFTERIE, AMEVER) Ap42 v 3
ESCIVARREITEZS(ENINPRY Ui Ok Ve /s a /P 1 VA <
(10 5 fn B 960 U348 o B AR T RRP (1 5 ik 9 34
()PP 380 JTORE JEO LA T 34, {H RRP (1) 4 52 b
76 A IR B, A A A P R 1 R
fif} -5(cyclin-dependent kinase-5, CDKS5) ¥, i i) 1 i
calpain [A] 341 1i] CDKS5 7] LA 56 AP 5156 i) 34t

I/, B AR SE SRR i S CDKS FRARARFA
AT N N

LA RS RN, AR mT DATE i 10 i 5% fish 2 1 1
PRI S Wi e 2038 ST (RORE T80 30— T e
TP b3 S AT R IR B e i AN D e R
FEIE RRP A (R 5 i 900, 5% fid A% 385 30 2 7 J 01 Y
H 32 JTORE TS0 LA AR 1 T 384 0, 3 -5 ik A
AB HIfE AT — 2. 1T RRP A3 ANE &I 4b 72 M
FESH FT REAE AP VI S fil A et 1y — > ZEAL R 1,

2 APPX #4235 B A A9 52 M

AP BIHTAR APP At H AT I 458 28 3 JORE TS0 7
HAEH . APP @hFE/N R A 2 LA 2k (neuromus-
cular junction, NMJ) ] Z Bk HA (acetylcholine, Ach)
B LA W25 19 5, 1 RRPFI/N AT (miniature
endplate potential, mEPP) Il % 45 45 4, ", 7 APP
BB N B S B IR AN G B ER ) T 5 NMI
R I SEB 45 9 ™ RER B BULF B AL,
{H RRP _K/NFI mEPSC (AR N T . Xl ey
NMJ Fil g By 5 ik R0 AN 7] A2 HRE MR AH OG- APP BB
/NER NMI (1) 55— AN JURURRAE /& Ach (1) [R] 20 R
Ji (asynchronous release) #45%, X—I% 5 APP it
B/ Bl NCERURT L B VDCC (i 5 3 B A G B0 A
g AT, APP I 1 4 5 fid i 8 3 R 4
18 TR RE TR o

3 PresenilinxJ #2215 R A B9 220

.2 2% (presenilin, PS) {45 PS1 A1 PS2, ‘¢ 4F
Hy- iR EE e WS 5 AR K . PS
LR A B S B RME AD [ BRI, 245 90% (1)
FEME AD WS PS FERIZRAEAH G, HZE N PS 4%
B DX PR X 58 AE 0, PS Bl 2 £ 3t B AT AZ R0 5% ik ]
BAVER B . 15 AR S fik i 7 SR [,
PS sl i F Dy RE B 2K (loss-of-function) 2K 5% M 5 i
hte o

BT A WEIEE M, PS 76 15 47 2853 ORIy
A EEEA I 4P F I SR 5 (1) 5 1 2 il e
ST (CA3) I Al 5 (CAT) XF /N ) PST Al PS2
HEAT AR R, 45 R R M S b i 1) 7 22 22
Wiz i, CA3-CAT HEARMIEZ JT 2 [R5l ¥y LTP
A BN, S S o R L R ) LTP 5
SIEH M, PORFZ ZNT Sl v R P
SEMUETI . SEMHT PSI/PS2 XU 201 LTP Bk
58 full i NMDA 32 4AF1 AMPA 521K 5%, 155
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filt iy PS1/PS2 AU it ok 5 3501 4 £ 386 JFURE JBU L 36 B 1K
. SEAMET PS1/PS2 WU 5 B i 2835 JHURE Ji
JUZR AR5 N 5T W9 405 25 1 R IBORAIRAE G, iR
W] PS & i 3 P 15 25 25 1 A Ryanodine %2 f4& (RyR)
PRI AR U 7 % fd iy 4o 22 338 i PO R i 7,

4 ADHTaufk#HHEEFETIEH=FE 7
Pl 760 42 356 FSR R R

Tau i B2 05 R A0 T R 4T 4E 9 45 2 AD 11 55—
ANIRVRRAE . I BEBERRAG I Tau 85 23 SRAAE M fA
B REFHRAL, I3 Fyn A FIAE Fyn 5@ 60 TR
fil 5 A2, Fyn PRIl AT LURS 2 A6, NMDA 2 44, fiff
FCxh AR (1 # E SE AUk B, ok BE R 1k Tau 2
X SR i i A 48 35 JTORE TBCH) 52 00 W)t (R 1, 2000
&I SR PN RRIIE PR

i Y 4 2578 77 K 7 (brain-derived neurotrophic
factor, BDNF) £ 15 5 skt v] 98 11 J7 iy Ji 1 AR T 22
MIffte, Kk, BDNF 5 AD (KRS E] T 121
U H o LA BT DL, BDNF i m] LU s pfi 28
TR, MU — P RE R BH Lk T Hp 8 AU
B DR S 5745 . BDNF i 1 5 5 fih 115 1145
B 0 T A A R T ek e 4 Rl S B U Ol B PR
A RERIHAEM “kiss and run” LI, AA R
By b T e ARUOR O R R S A D B, o FLIG 5 T e
BRI ™. fE AD g i, BDNF [#)4% &
FHXTEAG . BDNF = 222 3 i il 5 32 i 38032 5 ik iy
X3 5 {HIELE AD ' Tau £t [ (1) BE R 40 T 3 3K
BDNF (¥l 5 ia i 5 ™, A5 fih 58 5 98 57 i 5% i
PR 35 5T R RE T o

5 HiERE

5 AR 2 A aRAT 8 R 2 RG p2si — A,
AD j& — Pl LA [ 52 fph 95 (synaptopathy). AD ] 3=
BURE PR S0 B 1053 15 52 fir i /D % DI AH G (2 N3
AD 5 B FURTIG PRA2 ¥ 1 OB )2« i 3 A4
FERIAEAA /2 AD HUHES) SR AT PR AR 1 = A ?
— FLI A H B S Ml b R 2 SCHE TS, AD IR
O 5, [Kt AD 51 AB X 58 fih I RE 1 1
HIAE BRI 51 T Z R . AR 75 5 fili iy ) #f
2038 ORI AR AT T e 2 AP 51 I 52 ik o fig
S I . AR JE I R 45 5 Mk A S AR 5 R R adk
SNARE & & 41 8 175 -5 #8368 JTURE 50 L 26 1 3%
I, AFLIE] I AP SIE sk 00 1) 5 Sk S 900 5008 PR 3 13
IFEIAF AR IR TE, PR A R i 45 R 2

RAGFEHLAE AR A N 50 5 4 v MU ST G 9%
(K1) IXARATRE & AD 530 AR AR S il b 1) O
FAFZ o HAFER RIS, AP XL OB O
A HRAE R, AR AR SRR AAAESR
fioh ¥ 52 FF) SR SR 2 B2 AN 5 s SR AU AT ] e ™ A2 A —HF
gt DIk, BIF5T AP Xl 22 38 ORE JBCRY 22 57 1
DL R R A O — AR eAh, DU
B T A T8 AR AR R = AP ] E N 0 28 R A Ao
203 TR ; AT IX 7> APPL AP 2R BT AE A
TP AR A Jo B 4% 18 8 AN 5% ik 3 A 1 AR
AL AT FLZ AT P55 M RyR B 5 i
JFEREIR A I Tau H 770 33 JFURE TR B 1 5200,
A U B AT IR AWE A RER I AD
LY JFORE TR (R e B S 5, NI A HEXS AD [
I a AT .
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BV 4 f :' synaptic cleft
/ postsynaptic neuron \

HH AP pore O neurotransmitter @ Ca? synaptic vesicle

0 ap 0 eon [ tsNarRe | v-snare
e Na* 00 vDCC T clathrin complex HJ TrKb
Hyperp?;jphorylated === Dynamin ® synaptotagmin ®m  VAMP
® SsErcA . postsynaptic receptor — < (A ]
————X l N T 7t G D nAchR

ABXFVDCCH IE [ Y 42 1 T BE R 301 P9 (2 BE A 2233 IR RDREJ8, (HZ A ST vl e A Xy s VE M0 I I R A D RE R R % s TR AR
A AE BB T o7-nAChR, AT Ca W LI, JF BRI IR G ABRE(ZESNARESR SR, (2t R I 1
T, b BRI R TR B s ABRT DAL S R RIE RN E SR, SRR B K R . B2 R R AR
i I 23 LT N B L FRRyanodine 524, - M52 A 22838 JFORE T ek FE WA AL ¥ Tau 28 19 23 SE M BDNFAE S R 5632
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