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The roles of miRNAs in the regulation of brown adipocyte function

and white adipocyte browning
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Abstract: Brown adipocytes play an essential role in maintaining energy homeostasis through uncoupling protein 1
(UCP1). UCP1 is a protein localized at the inner membrane of mitochondria and dissipates the proton gradient
before it can be used to generate ATP, thereby the energy is released as heat instead of stored as ATP. Recent studies
discovered that there is inducible UCP1 expression in the subcutaneous white adipose tissue in response to cold
exposure or B-adrenergic receptor activation, a phenomenon known as “browning”. microRNAs are a class of short
non-coding RNAs that regulate target gene expression through mRNA degradation or post-translational repression,
and involved in a variety of biological processes, such as cellular differentiation, proliferation, apoptosis and
metabolism. Recently, some miRNAs have been reported to play essential roles in regulating differentiation process
and function of brown adipocytes or browning of white adipocytes through targeting related transcription factors.
This paper reviewed the latest progresses of the miRNAs that are involved in brown adipocyte differentiation and
function as well as the browning process of the white adipocytes, and highlighted the molecular mechanisms
underlying the actions of miRNAs.
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AR S, I TRE AR T A, BERE
VB —Fh B AR 35 L 1R O At i 1 gt
i, HkASRENEZHEAAGEEVINLR,
FE R A A 5 B0 By R HCHT 2 BUBE IR IR
R AE TR Bl ke R AR AL S . 4 B
MR FBER AR R FEAH L, E4ERFVLIE N
R P 29 T EEMEM. SR UNEEOE
07 2H 2R S AR AE TG G SR AN I A BE 2 AR Y, H
I A R T I A SRR AR - IE TR SR R R
(PET-CT) £ ARUESE, FERCAIIEES . JH M. M
S AFE A T RE g T L 2L R
WEFER B, S ML N A IR G 2 = T HCHU AR R &
S ORI L. TR, KRB 4 R B
e g AR 0 TR T SR A TR R AR A SRR AR
miRNA & —Ff 732 715 T 5 1% 40 8 F 1 3E 4 1
RNA, & i i 45 50 5 Al mRNA (1) R 5E 1 AR 3t
ML A, 5. RE R TR R R
S2M o A4 € R M AN BT B A Th RE R TR 1 £
JE 17 K 440 A0 % 17 miRNAs (19 5F 93 bk > i 2 31 &
M, IR TT IR BAE AR AL AL 1 i 2%
AR S B3 (AR ST 78 3t R AT SR

1 BER4RRER EZE R BFITNRE

W FL B EARAE A R DT 2R - W e ig i 4
SURAENR AR .. AP HAEE SRR T
AN RS B AL AT A MA — A KT,
YRR R SR AR E R D, FELUH W =B r TR R
fEfFReE, [FRE MR 2 R MR TR T, WnfiRIBEER
R, MRS AafiamnEa. Bx
B B S MEIE . JRE RS AR R ALK R AR 5
PIAHR o

Hey €0 i J07 20 2 FE N AR N T2 SR AE T8 B
B ERRE R, ERA s EEAE TR
M4, g A S B E AR HRFEE,
FOEME 2 S IRAN S, AEGERF S 1 A T A 7
TR EEAE A . M IR AN S A IR 2 /N R
S Mo 2RI R R R S, AR I R
FIA BB EE A (uncoupling protein 1, UCP1)., UCPI
st O TR A D RE B, RETH BRERLAR N
JIEE R 000 Y IS 5T A P S AR B e A P R e A
A S R IR AL TR AR R, IR A AL Tk

FRALERE, BEAS ATP (4, fipes DAAE B
B ok, AT 3 I B s s e 07

B T 22 SRR R (IR T AN 5 £ 0 0T 4 B A,
AR TR R T HERRON ORI (beige cell)”
IR T A0 HL, & BRI € S €0 i 17 4 L R RS AL 5
BXARTME, BLRetEfFaesE, AEHFEREEM
PR AERZZRIBIE LTS, X AT A B
N B IR T A2 K g i ) Bl UCPT Rk K
SR AL AR I W A B ARG, AEL R AE I ) ) 5
AR B LR R 2 S 5 W R B0E B PPARY
(peroxisome proliferator activated receptor y) ¥zl7/4k
PRI 0] 75 G oK a4k (beigering B browning), B[ 5
JAE 17 4 . B0 €0 R 7 0 L PR 22 A /N B R 1R T S
AEFT UCPT 2577 Bk DG BE R i R IK 1 3 R AiE 11

KA 7 248 i KL A RIE 2 . Himms-Hagen
A& TR WY K €0 IR Joi7 4 BRI ey 3 6 0 077 400 i e e
ek, XA AR E A O A £
o 2013 4, Wang 25 U3 IE B K 43 (K £ A5 i 41
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o 408 fif) 3 T R 14 S8 1) CD137 W] H T H A
0 R by €0 T 107 A L o 3 2 R )0 e RN A £
JE T LA 3 BT R, BN TR A €00 I 7 4 B 2 3k
UCP1, IE3RiE—SK (i 445 A 3L 5] (CD137,
TMEM26. TBX1), #&7s e N\ Py It g s 4 i 7
RE T S K 0T 917 400 T 42 S 8 IR D 4
HRIT, Cohen 25 "VHIEFEACHL, Kt 4 i Dy e 45 5
AP EUIN A T RE AR 2 R0 A I T M L 43 O HERR

2 g MEES UMINENERER
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WA Ak WL SRR RN T, A8 g i i
FYLZH B8 T A8 R B HE A . 5 6T 107 48 A
AL, e € T 07 4 ) A 2 — A R PR AR
A 3 A E - A KAF T (growth arrest) B
22 4y 34 5 [ 19 5 (mitotic clonal expansion, MCE)
iy BRI 2% K 434k (terminal differentiation) By Bt X
— IR Z PR T M, £ PDRMI6
(PRD1-BF-1-RIZ1 homologous domain-containing
protein-16). PPARy. PGC-1la (peroxisome proliferator
activated receptory coactivator-la). CtBP1/2 (C-
terminal-binding protein 1/2) } FoxC2 (forkhead box
C2) &8 o, #:5: T PRDMI16 X #6440
Jf 347G 5 v PEVE ] . PRDMI6 & —FhE i 45
WEH, ERCIRT RS, By PGC-la 3t
[FIVE I = AJE R RIS, 5 C RimdaEE 12
(CtBP1/2) £ 4 # il 11 €2 g U A 5% 56 IR i =3k 17
MYF*" 41 g b 1 % 7% PRDM16 AT 4101 il AL 40 A #H o<
BN RIE, AT LA AR R, RIS n 5 s £ i
07 A A SR JE DRI 2k, A AL 4 i 1) 46 € I A 4 L 7
b, £ B iR D5 Hh ik 2235 PRDMI6 7 i€ fif MYF5
B E (MYF™) FEL40 i 1 oK 6 i iy 4 4 17

Ohno %5 " #f7&K, PPARy j@il4ikf PRDM16
R 22325 SR 1Y 5K £ i 97 40 b UCPL 2 PGC-1a %5
PRANEE R RIS, AT BE B € R T 4 K Ak .
FoxC2 ReiHd i B ' LR R fE cAMP-PKA 1215
FEOARAREK O, X—E R 2
gy UCPL & PGC-la [f3Rik 528 *!. PGC-1a
TELRLAARTE B T e VR 4T i AR ™. fAdhai
R B, LAt ] PGC-1a [ 3RIE AN
iR T A B B IR BUR R (H R 2 > 7 UCPL 4%
FERGE R ) FE P, Gl T R R xR T 4
TR DI RERIRAM, <3 4R A 3E4 € I I 20 M T B S
8 A 0 T 17 4 L 0 PR A K D BB JRE B AR DA
P I TR AT 7 B it B A R LA

3 miRNAs5& &SR 7 1L FIThRE

miRNAs J& ) 2 /A4 T JHazdpd, KEN
20~24 nt [ —28/MEHES TS RNAs. miRNA B[ 7
A HIAZ N B RNA BE B 1135 oy BB 1E 450
M2 RIRERECYH Y (pri-miRNA), A5
HH % % I Drosha A1 % B Xl DGCRS 4 41 Jfil #%
#) pri-miRNA BIY] B miRNA Hi4& (pre-miRNA). {E
RNA-GTP #1 exportin5 [ B T, pre-miRNA M 4]
MAZ N ¥ 2 an s b, B S 7R % IR Dicer A

N #EBT DI R LM 22 nt HIXUEE /N RNA, Hd—4%
H5E S Argonaute £ 455 T2 BT E A& (RISC),
RISC 1 it #4 miRNA 5 H H #b 5L Xl mRNA [f] 3'
Uit A L B R EE N, ) mRNA AR 1R B B 42 B
# mRNA, MG HIAHSE3E H (24 Y. Chen %5 #)
WAL E W], —Fh miRNA 7] DL 2 2 AN [H] i 80 5
R, i A — AL PR AR AT LA AS A Y miRNAs 3
[F] 4% . miRNAs fEHRI 740 95 DhRe iy
PTG IR E AR Bk 2 1E s B BoR,
miRNAs ] 38 i3 5% #6 €4 15 7 40 B 73 Ak 72 A AH 5S4
SER IR, R R A o AL AN T R

Mudhasani 2 ® | A Dicer & [% /v fl (Dicer
KO) &3 miRNA 5 #5 €4 Jfit JIi7 28 a1 702 B % 1) e %5
PIAH2C, Dicer KO /ISR 1) €215 5 2H S4B B sk
s BN LR D A0 AR R IR R k>, (R 5
I 175 240 PR 3 A A2 1) B % = FARE O (1) B PR (1) Rk B I
W/, fUH% UCPL. PGC-la. Cox8b. Cidea %%,

miRNAs 7] DU 32 0 H B RIE, AT
o4 € g T A ) 44 . PRDMI16 2§20
ey € 1 197 200 B 53 A 1) B B2 5 R F-, miRNAs 7] i
ik 8% PRDMI6 (1) 3k, 5200 6 5 17 240 Ha 1 7>
k. Trajkovski 25 7 % B #1011 miR-133 ) £ i4 5,
PRDM16 HIFRIEKFHE BT ; i %Rk miR-133 /5,
PRDM16 [#]#IA/KF T, UCP1. PPARy. PPARa
S AR K- RN B, 1 B miR-133 A a6
PRDM16 [ 4 5 ma 46 oI i 4 i ) = A ol g 272
YR NI TR I, FEVS AN 1R g 7 40
H miR-133 A K, {8 H ¥ E K] PRDMI16 £ ik
AKCPAR LT, AR R E /N B — A fa /N BRI
A H ) R (E RSV A ) oA TR
W 4n i ®, Chen 25 P B 55 & B0, miR-155 8 it %t
A% AV RH 2 1R 42 X1~ C/EBPB 4], fr 4548 o
g 4000 60 PO R R R Th g o 6 40 i Hp i 0% miR-155
A {5 i 5 A= A 9% 3L 8] (C/EBPa., PPARY. aP2) K&
R REFE G E K] (UCPL. PGC-1a) 215 N,
TEF S, %A miR-155 (3L /N R 8
R HSUATA X REZH /)N, UCPL R IA R
[ i, miR-155 [k 52 C/EBPB 1%, WL
7E miR-155 5 C/EBPP 2 [ A7 75 X [ 4 [ 45t 15 4L
ﬁ%lJ [30]o

miRNAs 8 7] 38 i 8 42 L 4H f AH OC 2R B 3Rk,
RS20 MYF™ 3540 i 169 43 4675 7)o Sun %5 B i
ok FE R R R I, miR-193b-365 1E4E 4 iR 7 4H.
U RIE AR, T ELE AR T 1 40 iR 4 ki
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FHIRIEACPEE L. B KB, Cdon
SR ERFEAKE 4558 E 5 (insulin-like growth
factor binding protein 5, Igfbp5) 1X #§ AN iE LA A 2E
R AR A T miR-193b [RI#ERER B, 78 Cc2C12
L4 A 3 26 miR-193b, ®] 14 Cdon J% Igfbp5s
(FIA,  [FIR LA A s 5 BE R Pax3 2 MyoD [
FIETNUE, TG 07 48 M AH OC & Kl 1 PPARy. C/EBPa
A aP2, DLt 5 7 40 B bR A& 1 R PR G UCPLL,
PRDM16. Cidea %ix Fiff P,

oy €8T 107 40 B R R AE R BN /MR, H
AT 7EAT 7T miRNAs X #6817 40 i (1 1 F A R I
56 miRNAs RE 520 #5415 7 40 M lg i 10 AR 22, ax e
miRNAs H1A (1) e [F] I 52 00 4 €218 7 48 i 1) = # 1)
A8, AU R 2R gl i RE M LR, X
IIHEEWAE R2 . H AT CR0 RS 52 0 48 0 8 7 40
9 5 i AR 2 ) miRNAs 5 miR-193b-365. miR-155
Sz miR-106b-93 48 P34 0 {141 miR-193b-365 ik
Ji BB A S IR (3R 08 BH B R, T R SR AIE
BA Runx 1t1 A7 J04f1 {1 €8 5% 46 €6 6 s 40 At 1 Rl g 7,
J5 BAAE B 58 & B, miR-193b-365 X 46 (0 JIg i 21 it
PG P 5 0 2 8 3 6 Runx 1¢1 142 se g B,

2013 4, WuZE P9 u kI, AT 7 54
A F 1) miR-106b-93 X 46 €4 JTig /I 24 Jfa (1) 43 4.2 47
FEVERT, 4MH] miR-106b-93 A A (5 {4 K 16 €4 i 15 2
fits 3t JE K] (PPARy. adiponectin, aP2) 1A [,
[F] I 9,436 46 € 15 077 400 Ji A &5 1% 8 R (UCPL. PGC-
lo. PRDM16. Cidea % ) ik Fif, FH.47%] miR-
106b-93 J= B i 1t 73 4k B I 46 £ T I 448 B o T o
IR B, #2715 miR-106b-93 748 (4 g 17 40 il o3 4k ik
T bt g BT B A o SRR E . B2, B ETAT
miR-106b-93 X 45 {2 fig il 41 it 23 44 1) 5 W AL i) 36 A
WIRA, 5 it — B SEIR R AL .

4 miRNAsSAERF4REKREL

) B2 R € AR 4 2R R 1 A A 4e i
miR-133 [ 15 7] 5] 2 PRDM16. UCP1. PPARy.
PPARa K 1& (] B Jb; #H &, i % & miR-133 J5
PRDM16., UCPI %5585 /KF FF%, #2275 miR-133
X E IR T oK B R R, T — AR
VE 2 3 5 X PRDMI6 ()3 42 SEHL P, Chen
2t DO g, 3k 3238 miR-155 A 016 (1 €2 8 5 40 i
KAl . FESPAR A FIFEIE T miR-155 X g
YK AL RIS, FFR miR-155 f /)8 B A )
Sl LIS REN )P SERIRTY TR R LTS i

Mori 25 B B4 i N 1 818 B 2 2R VR 1
AT A4+ miR-196a [I3RIE )5, AT 4% UCPI
TE N [0 48 515 07 R A 2R R 3R 38, 278 miR-196a
X LR DK AR B . /N BRAR N SER IR Y,
AR K B- B B R 2R fE, KT E
R 202 miR-196a M RIAKFEE L7, 1M
Hoxc8 (homeobox genes C8) ff) i HFRIE/KTFEZE T
B . ib— D SGE W, Hoxe8 /& miR-196a [fI#E LA,
Hoxc8 it 5 HDAC3 (histone deacetylase 3) L [A|{E
HI, #0i#I C/EBPB FIR3A, HiH] miR-196a %t H i
i K €8 Ak 1 5 1) S 38 sk X Hoxe8 11 1 4 3k 1 5 1
C/EBPB K IA LB 1. miR-196a F% 3 K]/ iR BEHK
PRI E S SR, etz O0miE, 5Nk
FPURME B A MU K S B

2014 4£, Karbiener 5 ™ #F70& P, miR-26a Al
miR-26b 7] 5 Wi N\ 2 GE Jig 157 5 14+ 48 e (hMADS)
s R R R IR R . TR 2 Re N D VR T 41 i
G4k i R i % % miR-26a A1 miR-26b T ¢ it 41 i
KA, fEgifr UCPL [FRIARAE Fil, 4ifrs
MIRe I RagsR, XMIERZEIN RS - &EE
F1fi 17 (ADAM metallopeptidase domain 17, ADAM17)
VA SLEL .

TE ST IR 7 48 B P ) miR-27 IR IA ),
UCP1. PRDMI16. PPARy. CIDEA. PGC-la.
FABP4 [{)32i% /KP4, BIRAR I 7 AR K at.
NERAESZ BN RSB S, BRI KT H
T8 7 21 23 miR-27 B RIE KT %, AR 3k g Wi
AR P SN A 1 C1 Ve S ATIDA E L S R

5 NEERE

0 1 I 4 L R FL 2R AR A _E UCPL R i £
XA F REfe 4 e A A AR RGN R, TR
U I 4E R MUK B e RAC T 46 I s 4 7
(1704 S Th RE 32 45 55 NE MR B FAR AR A (R %
FEABEBEDIMOCR B, FENLR N RIS IR 1 4
215 BN 5% 1 €I 7 PR K €800 mT BE RSO 50 HE R
LA RN R H@ R, ITERT T Da K
LT — S e i 7 7 A R Bl e DA 6 I I 4 i
KA EE R E/E R miRNAs, B4 2
5 ey EE T A 1 A R B E 1 T SIS AL 1 1 A 4%
TR T A EAE RS (K ). S)ait—13 3
FRAT AT HT B 428 1 0 4 i 70 AL AN RE FY) miRNAs,
RABTFUHAE AL, KA OO B B 3R T
AR PRI S A QU PR (1 T AR 9T S (IR 4
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miR-193b-365

?E@Baﬁh‘éﬂiﬂ@. MYF5 [ {446 40 g ijR2:) o)

/1\

MYF5 B 4 45 41 g

miR-27 miR-196a

*@.BHHH?IHB@

JiE 107 41 B miRN As (19 78 7K V1T 32 4h A5 FE (UG A AR 9 R 7 (WIMEF2C . TGFB148) 4% . miRNAsidE i i 42 X} g
0 41 B A B (R % S R F-(WIPRDM 16, C/EBPB. PPARYZR) IRk, B &R €4 18 1 40 i 1 AL AN ol g R 1 €6 T i 4
i b Y A
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