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Focal adhesion kinase, a novel target for cancer therapy

ZHANG Wen-Jing*, HUANG Qi-Lai*, HUA Zi-Chun>#
(1Faculty of Chinese Medicine and Macau Institute for Applied Research in Medicine and Health, Macau University of
Science and Technology, Macau, China; 2T he State Key Laboratory of Pharmaceutical Biotechnology, Nanjing
University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Focal adhesion kinase (FAK), a cytoplasmic non-receptor protein tyrosine kinase, serves as both a
molecular scaffold and a mediator participating in multiple signal transduction pathways. FAK isinvolved in
tumor cell survival, proliferation, migration and metastasis. Currently, FAK has been regarded as a potential
target for cancer therapy. This review isto summarize the relationship between FAK and tumor progression, and
to discuss the strategies targeting FAK for cancer treatment.
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