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Hepatocyte polarity: constitutive and functional characteristics and

pathological appearance in liver diseases
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Abstract: The generation and maintenance of cell polarity isvital for hepatocyte to perform normal function. Unlike
the simple polarity in epithelial cells, hepatocytes are constituted of multi-polar membranes between blood
vessels and bile ducts, and separated by tight junctions. The membranes and cytoskeletons of polarized hepa-
tocyte are complex both in architecture and function. The molecular components and trafficking mechanism in
the cell are being explored. As hepatocyte polarity is associated with physiological function and pathol ogical
changes in the liver, this review focuses on current research of hepatocyte polarity at molecular and cellular
level, and investigated further study approached.
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