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piRNA and PIWI in animal germ cells

ZHAO Shuang, LIU Mo-fang*

(State Key Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Institute of Biochemistry and Cell Biology, Shanghai Institutes for
Biological Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200031, China)

Abstract A novel class of small non—coding RNA termed as PIWI-interacting RNA (piRNA) was recently
discovered in the mammalian and Drosophila germline. Through interacting with PIWI family of proteins, the 26—
32 nt long piRNA may represent a distinct small RNA pathway that contributes to transposon silencing in germ
cells via novel mechanisms of epigenetic and posttranscriptional regulation. piRNAs and PIWI proteins are
predominantly present in the germ cells and crucial to germline stemcell (GSC) self-renewal and differentiation,
meiosis, spermiogenesis, and other gametogenic events. Impressive progresses have been achieved in under—
standing the biogenesis, function and mechanism of piRNA in the past year. A few of the recent progresses were
summarized here.
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LTNAN SN W S INE 7/F B RE ST O Y3
— BN AR GRS RNA, R e AT S e
PIWT Zx A Al HAEH, Prllflidn 44 0 PIWT AH HAE
FHRNA (PIWI-interacting RNA), fAjFk piRNAL1I,
PIWI B2 —RAHAMME —HEH.

B2 Wi R miRNA/siRNA #HEL, piRNAf5
LA Z Ak (1) 5 AR Argonaut Z% 8 5T
M HAER . Argonaute FGH H T2 /N + RNA A
SRV A% 04 5, KGR #AT PAZ
FIPIWT Z5#y3a5 7, miRNA/siRNA F# 5 Ago WA
B Agol Al Ago2 AHEAEH, T piRNA U5 PIWT
WKEN) Auby Piwi 1 Ago3 #HEAEH . Ak, Ago
FAHFES 5 niRNA/siRNA I REPAT, 1M PIWI
AR A piRNA AW A AR R0 AR 2 Dh e AT Al
H—RANRES . (2) AEWRAEMIEFEAF . niRNA
B2 R R A5 B IR 4miRNA (Primary miRNA) 437148
i RNase 111 ZJGERE Drosha 1 Dicer W2E1)#], 4
JRACRE A 19~25 nt B miRNA; piRNA KN
26~32 nt, ARWRE)IE SRR X L —1E, @
W 20~90 kb [ 5L RNA AR D) %12 2E 2, piRNA
(R A AR PTWT S 58 I £ N AN Dicer ™ 5y
A, AFT miRNA FlsiRNA, piRNA 13" Kimbl
LA, 4RI AT BEXT piRNA RS e ME A ThE
Ko (3) FEHEA N AAAIF . KL HmiRNAKE
DRI T-HE R 5 B EE DRI [T R X, pi RNA JE PR
W BB e e 7 B PHIE X, JEEGL
& ER A B AR SEES  (4) AE-IALEIANA .
miRNA 2B 5% 5 7K 38 T 900 i 0 1 Al 3k
mRNA PR IE R L 1M piRNA A] fEif e R0
gL St s fa R A T TR R R TR 2
AR, NERBIMiL1i/piRNA AT NN mRNA (K58
PR, AT e AR R I8 IE WA AE AT,

2 piRNABYS LR EHES

piRNA R M PIWT V50 8 (LR B, ) —
VIR A 2P PIWE B, A0 R PIWT A48 Piwd |
Aub F1 Ago3; /NELPIWL WA Miwi. Mili fIMili2.
EANIF PIWT &5 A eI piRNA, HARIA TSR L
Bz RPN, Piwi FEAAE T
FEIZANM, i Aub W FEAAAE A T4, H2
PRV IR, Piwi {5 piRNA 1 Aub {515 piRNA 4%
S HUEAR Y. 4 i IA, JF HL Piwi fRERE) piRNA

®OE K T Aub K B pinna U miwi 55 mil 76/ 52

FUH I R TE Ik, mr 1A RE IR ) B IA OFg
RGN 29k B 7y ZERAL D), miwi (PRI AN 55
Wi, 7EgkEr R LI B RTE RS TR BRI . 1
XA B B piRNA K FE AT 25 5%, Mili
IE RNA K- J5 hy 26~28 nt, Miwi {55 piRNA AR
K, A 29~32 ntlY, Kk, AT LR HE ARG B
I, ¥4 piRNATEAT 7328, i piRNA 7324 Piwi-
piRNA. Aub-piRNA FlAgo3-piRNA; /M piRNA
4% A Miwi-piRNA, Mili—piRNA FIMili2-piRNA.
piRNA (K EAE T LE 26~32 nt, AN[E PIWI 2
FBUSREE piRNA, #G LU RFE: 57 g2 —A>
AT Z UO8T%) » 1M /M NAG AE U 5
)Pk 5 miRNA AR, piRNA (95" Sidafmigit.
AR, piRNA 3" Al AR B 102 Hgrd
FNILAEAG A ) RNA FILE RS Henl AAT 00180,

3 piRNA BYEMIE X

ANIA] T miRNA, piRNA ANl 2580 2540 R i
REGI =4, p i RNA JPH 0 FE R4 5 A KW,
piRNA T H R ML, I B AR R0 IE Sk e X
HEL—VE, DG, HEW piRNA AJ 2 H A Lk
RNA BI)772E . T piRNA PR IHLE,  HATE
B BN D e, (AT AEYME 2
ST I S A (ping pang model) ik, 15
BT VR 2T AR P20

T B ) =28 pi RNA——Piwi-piRNA.
Aub—piRNA 1 Ago3-piRNA HIF 40 #r, KILT LA
THL%: (1) Piwi—piRNA Al Aub—piRNA T2k H Jx
SCHE, 1M Ago3-piRNA JLF#Rk B IE B (2) Piwi-
piRNA Al Aub-piRNA 5" uig HA B U w2, 1M
Ago3-piRNA 5" % #f L0 MR KZ A (3) %
Ago3-piRNA 5 5if10 nt)/F41) 5Piwi—piRNAFIAub—
piRNA 5" il 10 nt JFAINIGF BAMICHS o HERIPiwi |
AubRIAgo35piRNA 254 JE i fpiRNAK A4 (piRC)
HABIYNEYE, wTLAUIHE S piRNA JP 41 B AM K] RNA
. T IXE R IN, Hannon S22 4% H T piRNA
YR AR e R iR,

ARy, e SCHERI piRNA Fii ik id R %0
EREE N T, AT 5 S AT U &2 PRI
piRNA, IX%EpiRNA 5 Aub 5% Piwi 4540 E Bl i3 2
ARSI piRCe piRC {E piRNA (51T,
A0 3 i i e 7 2R I 4 1E CRERY p i RNA i
A, ARG RAEBIUREYEDI R IE SCRE piRNA A, 7~
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AR piRNA 5™ b, 2, HARGAS il iE
% piRNA BT A IE AL R B VI RIE % 37 o, 7 E
B IE SCBE piRNA. IF SCBE piRNA 15 Ago3 454
JER piRC, i [FAE Y 7 SR I D)3 s SCRERY
piRNA A& IXFERRIE L T —A piRNA AWK A7
R, IE SCBER piRNA R SCEER piRNA AH TR,
ST PIWT Js b (B Y, fJaE e (1) o JF H.,
7t piRC VJE| piRNA HifAH 14 piRNA (W [R], tHE
BB T L e 145 [ RAME IR AL U 5 S RNA,
TXFEIA B) T 8 R (1 S G AP, AR RN
piRNA AW &5 5 piRNA D)RER FEMRIAE T
. E R

[ X REpIRNARREER A Piwi/Aub~ HIZRpIRNA L2

Piwi/Aub
ol Piwi/Aub pl

/ CPiwi/Aub

IES(%PiRNAT!J'T“* U Piwi/ .I-\uh
;- T db s
Squash? \
p[-l’i“i..\u}l Zucchini?
n h]
I Hen1 FF3E4k, Us,_ gody -
30 TPI PIRNA L= Fe i 34 / Hen1 B Be4k,
i L, anvamgg S o~ Agod~
Squash? ~=_ " = 2
Zucchini? o "r—\—\
\ f/.’_‘—‘ga—?\_\ /
L " R UkpiRNAGTE
3 ‘n)é 5t

B EEi&AIbeo
Ve IE BRI piRNA R0t SCEEN p i RNA 43 4 IE Ago3 I
Piwi/Aub, il 5" Hghs s B ANSCXS AH B ], Sl PIWT
WK & A B, A .

AR« BT 56 p i RNA (R 48 1 S LA R L
HOUAT T LA P ARE , AHEIE A AN D il 75 22
. HL, EARMRE “EEIHT ML,
WANBEYLW] piRNA [ 37 Sy WHRT T J s m SR et
B piRNA {GHE I 10 nt BOSHRATAASE, EHEE
RIEIA W =SB Yrh, XA LAARIEILAE F B%F
sefhs EEERE, XAMESH ANE A Wi
(1) SI2 56 I 4 S HF o

HHT, WHFFE AT IEAEAS W 58 35 A2 1E X AME
Yl oAravin Z5USRILIX AN A] GE[RIFEIE 75 /N B
piRNAZEM A . Hart g2 2O T “PIWT g "
VEKARRE piRNA 37 Uil JE . Argonaute XI5 ER
FUES A A PIWI S5 R~ PAZ 45k 5k, 7
A5 /N RNA ) 5” RN 3 Rim4h &, i PIVI

FIPAZ Z MIMBE R YE T 52 451/ RNA K5,
7E piRNA A F rp, FLRTARMD 57 B il 5 PIWI
gt ARG IR N DIl ERA M)A PIWT &5 PAZ
ZIAIBE RS, BB 37 i, 15 B IE Rk
B piRNA. “PIWI ¥u Rt EE 74T 3 #8
TEPERI AL 5 piRNA F5 A HAE ] A% I
Squash Fl Zucchini, [AIX AN JELE (1) 5848 SR
piRNA (774 00 S EE P HIE T =22 . kst
BOFTIE R W], LeRE i #4 )8 11F piRNA Rk K
SPAR I T Zucchini 23,

DA A 7 A L piRNA [ IR 1 55 4 SR i 48
KIGX ], HEEHER TR, DRI b pi RNA
A DU I REA A A 36 3 1AR,  TmiX el RE R g
1% piRNA FI7E R B R IAVTBRES e 1 (1) 3Rk, R AT
REJe “ Fo B " I piRNARY,

4 piRNA BYTHEERNHI

piRNA AW Dyfie & SE i A S A G
1, XA D pi RNA S P AR 2B 5 2R 4 it
KL, &P piRNA AP I EEE O SR
BCFATF R IG R B BB PIWI ZREHZ
piRNA BARHIRZ ALy, AR08 40 il fir iz PesE
W KT RAESE I b R e
Mo piwi BRI TEAZ UL P A58 T 40 S 4l R S o)
s, SEUEEAT, EREERANR w1
Miwi2 R0 M7 17 HRAGKE T2 B, 35 Sk 1R T
HEPEANE 2200, L8 H Al pi RNA AHSCHE DT (1) 5 A2
FEORE RN AT AN K B 2 B, T R A A

NHER G E T, N R tdrd K RFER R,
RWEH spindle E. rmitage maelstrom, krimper,
zucchiniM squashEE IR Z3A% 122.23) BE L 27 wilf) 3%
RSP PE T K, WG 1) 21w FARARI A IETED
HEMXLE p 1 RN A AH G HE PR Tl fie ] fe #8240 2]
piRNA,

AT AT ZR A0 A O LA B AL, R
TR K B A R AR R MR AL E B A
R A RS B OR B St o) R E A A T A
ZREME . AT T ZR 40 i I R 2 1) 58 BE A R RN 4
FRAERE 2 OCH L, M4 ME el 51 R R I A SRAR Y
FERE. ENNUNRBIER A, ot fe
A 741 (fossil sequences) 437 b7 T FERIZH
46% F139% 0 31 o Oy I 2 A SR AR AR B o
fF, 18 FRERA A T 20 PRI AR S, WL
B DNA LA A, XL {FAVE T3 0
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BAETER, T IE NP AEGn Y RNA BFA7 sl 0 i
RNA [¥J RNA 1 FIAH G R 48 ) 1 = b A0SR A1 53 4b
— /N BN

YR E A MO % T — MR p 1 RNA i
1, TG P 7 R B A A SR DR 20 A A gt
AL 04 (selfish genetic elements) HIyE 4, LAFA{RA:
B 2 4 M S DR A RS Ik R e R o R TR G R
MILT. MIW2 Z5%B45 5 30 DNA AL 7K 1) FEAICFI
TAP FILINET 55 % s - 1) 2] 1. 2055570 i BL g g
Flamenco [ B (Locus) il =ML T (gypsy.
Idefix FIZAM) 3G PE, & A piRNA FERE. 5
PRI, flamenco 5€ R ARG IK) gypsy FEs&
iEPEFE i, Flamenco piRNA [R7K-FEIBH & T B
AN, piwi AR gypsy Hsim T .
IXELGEYE I, PIWI-piRNA ] GE 47 8 924 )8 1 1)
WEPEDOT, AN, BEER piRNA JEPRIE Net 1/ 24 A
BETF 742 piRNA, 330 LINE-1 % 7 1) 3G P4
b, X EREUEW] T piRNA KR E L R B FAYE B A
fm'q:[%] R

A REYE R, PIWI-piRNA Affgs/ R M
AL YE . piRNA BV REIRE R R BB . R
WEPiwi 5 gyt i 4E (AHPla (heterochromatin pro-—
tein la) HEAHTAEM, Piwi 5§t i4s G008 T
RNA, JfH 5 Piwi 456G MG EARI L HPla 4541
PEMAHESS Y Klattenhof F5EP I TAEHR,
SLMEHP 1[5 J5 2% FIRhinoXt X 4%EpiRNA (dual strand
piRNAS) A, ML BRES 1 Th e (1) R A% A2 b
Wi . dbAh, FHIEHRM, piRNA BN T T H
[RIZ DNA H3EALEMG . piRNA 125 T/ A
1 1) 2 PR - 55 DNA HHEAR 097 Arav in 85000 JE 1y
FEH T piRNAIRAE 5 UG AR H AN MY (primordial germ
cells , PGCs) ) DNA 2 HIBEAL MIAE e 4 i ') DNA A\
Sk R ER R, TACh piRNA #5855 DNA HIJE
AL Dmnt3A F1 Dnmt 3L HVEH , BETI i T %5t
Ly a-NIEE R

PEAL, a7k e piRNA IR12 1)
OB T LI —. PIWI-piRNA W] H4%4)%] RNA
TR LB 10390 aub S8R TR 52 0, B AR
H (Stellate protein) KEAR 5, 1M AL MESE AL HAub
SEATIPiRNAK 22 0 Su (Ste) IR e Ui, Su (Ste) 2
HEARHHIEER] (suppressor of Stellate) , A HIF
IR w0 FE Y, RN Su (Ste) W j&— > piRNAKE
R IbAh, 23 BSH Aub—piRC HA B S H7 4

HAMEES RNA (RS DRI, HEW Aub Y5 Su (Ste)
ST piRNA 455 T2 % Aub—piRC, ZoBIE H AMEC XS
R BT B 2 3 mRNA, B S G K P i s
%%ji[w] R

5 HiEERE

S H AP piRNA A2 R Dy e O — 2
B FIAR, Hih T —MEEM B, A VFE K
B BT RIS . BEH AT R AR E LT
JUANTT TH A ¥ B A3 58 0%: (1) pi RNA A9 4 j:
PIWT R FAE piRNA 2B AR b 9 2 T4 AqE
s pi RNA I Tl 7 vp i 2ol 75 3R (1A 7
W2 5piRNA 3 b JE A% IR W DI SS  (2) piRNA/
PIWT A:47= Dyfie S bLiil: piRNA/PIWT DhREE 54
()R A A s S A E A G piRNA/PIWT AT R
T8t AL 45 RN 3 05 KPR 8 1 7 ML piRNA/
PIWT A5 IR Wb A% T 43 R A S I 7K P 2 T 5
HAEYE DN REARIC R, G R UUER . AR R 40
REMIZIGE . AT T M dERr . wcElor 2 5 A
BCF B it (3) Hiflh: piRNA Gnff 2 b i
PIWI Z5 AT Ags piRNA G AL T PIWI MK
TCAD I RE . X ] B [ 2K BT piRNA A3
WZ L R R R P 2%, (R A Bh T 3RAT]
fiff 25— L L B A i R AR R P ) AR )
LN L 34 JEU G A B A0 B 1 4 5 DR 21 DNA 25 H 364k
) R, 7 40 P P DAL 2H DNA A Sk R A R H A 1
AN S IARE AR (cell cycle arrest) [al@%%, [l n] fg
TN (I BHEATE) , REHIAL RNA 167
SEVR LT ) S S AR B AR JE B
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