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The central role of RNA in biology and as a general therapeutic agent

Sidney Altman
(Department of Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology, Yale University, USA)

Abstract: The diverse roles of different RNA molecules discovered over the past 20 years show the importance
in intracellular biochemistry and in the regulation of developmental events 7n vivo. These novel functions of
RNA are in addition to the basic roles of tRNA and rRNA in protein synthesis. RNA, or modified versions

thereof, can be shown to inhibit the expression of genes in vitroor in vivo. A new function of RNA in general

gene therapy will be discussed.
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HOREL, R EA RS Y, e R
. Cech ¥ HAMMADIRER RNA BRI
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[ RNA AR IGHGE T, 1986 4F, MK
2 HFRGI Iber t ¥ fENatureZ4 & K R M — R VB P IE 5
FEH “RNA World (R TIESY) 7 Bk

“RNA World” fiifisth, 7eihak bA:dmidds
RS AR B, X B, e
—ANMEE R A RE RS, 584 H RNA 474
o REMMEEHRNA 51, — 80 HAHALT)
REM RNA 73 F 46 RNA 437 B G5 B A8 & 1 3.
SHRE . T RNA XU, A RNA MR
52 DNA FHAR [ XA — AN s R G2 LA
Tk, EJEORIHEL R, S5 44 T IR 5 ¥ DNA
I FHUR T RNA 4r P AR5 2, T ae
P AL B8 ) B S I £ 1 AR, B A T AT
RN MR R F5L b, M MARERE,
RNA /v F DNA 5E A0, 4k A AR e
L5 DNA AFACLIFT 4 FhigBEHES 2 1 S FLAMRCRHE L B
A B IhRe, LT AT RS 2 - AR X
YesE T HARAL P 5T 1% DNA S A& K. RNA BP9
AU H BT H RIS “RNA World” fR 4t
TORER I S S RRIEE , RNA IIThRE 2 REVELE AT
SR ) T 52 A L YT RNA [

1 BEZFZAIRNA 57

FLAE 20 4D 40 AR, —HEMAE A i
Y RNA [ S A 700 5 SE B0 R W, Ry A= KR 43 W T
FE S AT 25 1 00 A 400 6 ) 40 B rf RNA 25 SR ) =F
B, WA RNA MRS HE AN ED G K. B
TORBIBEF, A A SRR 20 ) RS
BOHI T PER#E R RNA (tRNA) ,  FH 2530 B0 (1 7 v
YA B AR D R 4T A 23 25 AR 4K RNA (£RNA)
22 196 L 4F FH s P IR 28 kb i) s, AIgk e
M0 T A Bl A JR 4% (1) S B AT 17 440 P v 3 28 HH A 5 RNA
(mRNA) o SZIGR B, X =2 RNA JL[EEHIEE A
I Ew A, P nRNA HAIERNA 1
3% 5%, AT DNA s A4 5 O & A %
AR s tRNA 405 RNA 1R 15%, 1F
M g B I RIS RIS /E s rRNA 20540
JHLEL RNA 1K) 80%, A A4 20 & 2 AZ A ER 1A B
T B RTeE, X FI 0T RNA JEARE )24 1)
BEMI AT

HEA 2040 804FA, RNAWIHFSTHAR T SSm P
MRk, Joll& “RNA World” fRULHIFEHA K
HOHES) T %A R . “RNA World” i (4%
HAFERFEER I — AN R A, B —AN P

B BE A ST AE R — NI G ) — SRR R ) St 2
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HERMF TAEE, HAE 20 tH2d 80 44X Ji5 1A & 90 4F
RICRL T KIS, #7857 RNA - &P 4F
FIHTIRE, AR RNA AU B AE(E B
DNA B H R AR B4, B AT TR 40 M 9 2 44 S B
MUAR & & s B b # s A6, Hit
[N R T — RN 3 1 A 2 i 0 A 5 e
YA 2 AT T

1.1 RNATh&EZ #EME

HAM “RNA World” fRuifEH )5, FEgkmmt
FON R LA T KR SL 0 F 48 S Fr . 1502
RNA 3 517 1) RNA S8 A% 45 B B A7 3 R0 AR T4 25 1)
RIHINT RNA B A5 B Thae. A A,
KB T rRNA FHZ A0 8 AL %, I i —HIN X
Bl B T A T KB BT R, 1T rRNA 7ERZREAA

SURBRHE S SR L #EH . 1992 4F, Noller 25
RIS H A B3 25 J5 F8 AR I rRNAZH 73 AT — 58
PIRLBEE PR, RERS AL ITREEE IR A, 4R e k% bl
P BCIE R PFEMEAGAE A2 RNA, B T e i
B SRR .
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NG aEE (e e R 2, A N E K R 45 (SELEX) 1)
HELNB K ™ g T RNA ¥ DI REREH . SELEX
7E 1995 TP S Bl K 2% 1) Szos tak FFRIFN !, X
S OB T B AR, FEBENLAL 2% 75 B DNA
sk RNA J5, WE A HAR X LE RNA JEA7 7
M, GIE K RNA 207 75 I e s M BRAR DNA 237,
I 2 REEEE U Y, RGP 1A DNA, W X g ss
{10032 88 9 4 B W] i HE LA R 2 DO AR ) RNA 401,
WA AL RN (R D) . X—RAH
SEUFB T RNA 7EREE R ) N R Pudi gt ey, ik

Fc1 SELEX RZEHIE H 89 RNA FIf &8
SELEX f4htfb R Ze 0 16 H (1 RNA FrLhife
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HIE T RNA Fr I RE R R RE . AR MA N 5k
47 T RNA VF 28 Dhhe, (HIXLELT) R K )
B R R AR HR LR BT RIS A R 20 RAIE S

RNA B DR BRI BE ST W], A% Bl I 1 Ak T e
SEAM T2 — PRI, I O B ) T A A AL
DIRER 2 A6 S et 3% . iy | RNA [ DRt
HIkd @ RNA I Zhfg, 7Esti Al ™ I T SRR
PR 5y ik (Aptamers) BME . Ak, JH X}
RNA BRI 15 A & RNA 5 Z A& 2501
R By AL B R, DRIk, 3X 7 T ST
WK T RNA AR ThReZ REbE.

IAgAEE Sk, RNA [ 2 D) Re AT LR W K7
M. 55—, HAREZEMMELIIGE, XERNA FRA
catalytic RNA(2). 20 tH20 80 £EACHIHH Cech F
Altman FJERILRNA HA ML DIfE, BEERESK
LY EE (Viroid) Ui (Virusoid) SER
W R R RESS B R DVEIRIAME . 3 RS
xW, ARFARAEZ Mzl T, HE A T
HEARG SRR EREA R Gk, B, BA
BATMEACIIRE, (E0F S R 08 R4 i o fig AT T2
PFVEA, IXZERNA B hinon—catalytic RNA(F3).
Phage 29 nucleocapsid RNAZE MR E A IE#IE %%

&2 Catalytic RNAREINEE

AL A FFRURNA hhE

VERZ IR P (¥ RNA WA IR A VT
IRAT TR T H 3 BY#%
RS9 B AT AU 2 3D FAE %
TR R 5 RNA AL D) FAE %
FLIA T TE RNA MV AL EEs 7R
AEERNA wE
BIAERNA B

%3 Non—catalytic RNAR HINRE

AR TIRER RN A ThhE
FAERNA HHiE
B RNA HHiE
B RNA BHPE
RNA 39 DNA &l
W TRT A [ B I RN A BEE A DNA {02
I RNA RNA 4k
1007200 Ff4H 1 RNAs DR GSINA
X B PIERRNA PSERESTTEN
it RN A HE DR Ak
M/NRNA KEWEE R RE W

PR BRI I RNA fEAMA K B i A
BRAER], X QAR PTERFI4E#r 1 Xist RNA
M, B NI X Gttt —RIE M) Xist LA
(FAEZmAS RNA F=2E 10 LA 2 I mi RNA T8 i 4%
4 mRNA ¥ 57 837 ARGl Xk i LR R IA . 5
80, AN MR D J— 2R 51 4 i T fie A
FERZRIE R . AN RIAEA PRI, BRI . &
JE 5555 R AR RIS E I/ RNA, B AT s it BE
T B A 22 R DR () SR LA AR F R 10107,
Altman Z# AN, ZFEMILE P H AR IERHES) T H
R A% H I Ew AT RNA FRS90E, 54 41 B AE s )ik
FE R A H I RNA FHOC D) RS 15 g 5 S0 A= P I it
ARSI, M — 7 (R R A Re B AR 2 b B4R 1%E
PR F1? ST RNA L I 506 7 SR N I ER
2. {Enon-catalytic RNAs H', miRNA. siRNA.
ncRNA AJ LA N5 RNA (regulator RNA), ‘EI17]
TESH M) RE P TG S 5 | TR ()2 88, Ak
2 AT 0 R AR 2R B A 1M S A 4l B 1) 2 A i 3l
RYEAEFEEMWAEIER, HYF2 RERIHLHIEA &
RS, P eAHE— B TURAE RNA S8 & KT
¥ o

1.2 RNase PHIRZRIHE

20 tH40 80 FF-ALHT, Altman #2126 KK
FF B RNase P [FJ3F 5472 — M1 RNA HLA AL T 6E .
RNase P MMl alifv & — I dEw Wk T/E, 7
X FEH Al tman SE5G E= R B — N RNA S 2
it ok, EEMIIRINT S5Avery .
Macleod FIMcCarty FKUER] DNA & 4 1 1 4% #A%
SR T R FIRE I S, UE B 71X A RNA 437X
A (1) LIy R A 00 5 14T, 1T AR A A AN H A A DD
e, R B QCEERT .

RNase P& tRNA I TR 5 o AR, H
| RNA 2 FIE R4, HA KRN V)RS
PE, T D) EI AR CRNA vt 1) AR G
M A S ER ) tRNA 57 3. Altman U2 T 45
RER, ERLRA T (Bem Me? IREBUIMA 2 iz
KWYJ5) , M1 RNA Hpltt GE DT tRNA FirfAH) 57
F121, RNase P HFFLHI—AMGeA k)i Jr ifr 134
WHE AR L G 4R I ) 1A ML A BCAZ AR
MZ MAFEE R ZE R o GRERZ T4 R T LUK
B, MW, W B EAZAEY T RNase P (7
e, #WAE—4& HAUL—4 RNA B, eIm =4
gk AR 72 oK (B 1) AEARS# R I A ) ok
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E.coli
e
o] Ribonuclease P RNA
€2 Escherichia coli K-12 W3110
Geu*
LA
N Sequence: V00338, Reed, et al., 1982 Cell 30:627
6g-g P12 Siructure: Harris, et al., RNA (in press)
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M. thermoautotrophicum

Ribonuclease P RNA
Methanobacterium thermoautotrophicum DH

Sequence: U42986, Pannucci 1999 PNAS 96:7803
Structure: Harris, et al.. RNA (in press)
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Homo sapiens
Ribonuclease P RNA
Homo sapicns
H ) cg vy
o - N . - c
Sequence: X15624, Bartkiewicz.et al., 1989 Gens Dev. 3:488 §:8 66l
Structure: Pitulle, et al, 1998 NAR 26:3333 9-c, 8 G".c-‘_c. 25
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RNase P FIRNABO— 2454l

(FE%RNase P RNAJFHI 2 45 M n] 3 Z&Ribonuclease P database www. mbio. ncsu. edu/RNaseP/home. html)

TRIRSE ) DhRE, HOE AR R KRG, JLHE
FAZ AR L AZ 2G5 6 MRS (K12) o T B
IO S R A —, Bz A 14 2 ik (C5
cofactor), WET R/DH 4 %2, e bH
10 4510181, RNase P HU[#) RNA DhfigfE = S HAA IR ¥
P, L A A 2 P, XS i)
T1ERNase P oUse REEAG EFEIIER, {ElRAZ R
HRZA P B ER AR, AT SeE A i
WA TFRE T 2 5 TAE, 455K M, RNase
P EE B BT o AR B QESCHEAEHT, e X% RNA

AR E L RTAR tRNA BRI L OR
AL 16T LR A A B A T L AT F 1

Archaea Eukarya
10-1-102 107 10
| |

! |

RPR (ke at pH 6). min’!

Bacteria
1-10

Uncatalyzed

2 RNase PHIRVAESBURILIRER (K, RAUEILEE)
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PR, IR S R Th eI A 19 SR L 16 e ik
HAFHRAMIFT. Reiner SFUSIFFT 7R, RNase P
Z: 55 RNA SR 11T P65 ds, IX AT tRNA 1)
BRI T2 —> RNase P B il .

2 RNANFATFEERITHMARIERE

12 20 ZAEANWT P AR ILAE T AT RNA )
W, EANATIR A S gl i 50 iy 2eVEfR . Zhiig
$ 7 TS BEEEHA LS KM REL . 4R

I BN S
19904F, Forster FAltmant® & 4edkiE T F)H
E. coli RNase Pf¥] M1 RNAAZBEERYE VT SE0Z HIR)T
HVACATIHI I PR 2 T8 A SR, AT R X B S
TR HIFRZ o5 5741 (external guide
sequence, EGS). EGSs K#125760 MEHIE, 5
HEmRNA 4EFELy 12 MR HAN L, DI
B tRNA 3632 254540 (I 3A R 3B) , W BRIEDI#]
Bk, YERFRTAR CRNA 37 5 R RN, U

X NREZFEM KKK, RNA e mrifshid et g 37 R CCA @412 . T RNA )r‘?ﬁz“zljﬂfﬂ@‘”
KA ZME T T e N WS EARAT BUR N TA i 2as (al 45 4, DRI BEGS s it B 4
A 5 P B
External Guide
target MRNA— 5, § / Sequence 5
RNase P X 3 X
cleavage site > C-é Acceptor X
of target mRNA ::: <« stemp IRNase Pf- i .
N cleavage of —
m. :l,] T stem-loop target mMRNA N E
N-N B
N-N' N N
“\3 ‘CGAUCC U 4 :E (-Tstcm-loop
FXXXXNNNN '
) ELALE 2 NH
S-NNNN ), ra) na® NN »
G'CCA% U cuuce ¥
Anticodon _g, gg \ . :: \2)(;:: Aj-% f "}\
stem-loop gg Variable loop \3 Uor T}f Substitute
> c ‘J 2'-Deoxy adenine (A)
® - UorT or for cytidine (C)
9 qn & 2'-0-methyl
C EGS
. =0
2%
""""“'-«-.......; _f‘-, mRNA
g l;‘EG&mRNA

A DLRTAA tRNA Jy &5y Al
B KM S EGSs }
B i I T LA HR A R i 1R 7K 5
C EGS ¥ 4] ¥ mRNA BEARMLEI

‘lnl

N

(e "m'} /\ &
i

mRNA
cleavage /
v/
nnn ;,,,
i ’ %
mRNA “sﬁ
degradation

&3 EGSs ¥U1E mRNA 3% STk B9 &1 (207

RIS EGS s, R BLER
HUORBE T RTPR tRNA (RS2 280 T 3haitly, JOR/N 4ok s 32 i H R, H T IR BRI 2° Faka
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RNA J7 9 HAME BRI tRNA 4549, M nf
PLIEZEN 5 RNase P 7EHE RNA F2 51 1) i — g
B, SRR RIAYTER (K130) .

PLHT AR tRNA 250157, RNase P fEALALT]
HIREBIFEGS s W51 TVF 2 RNA BFFTE 1K
Ao NS EGSs REIF T BHEHA R IE . Bom it
DRI 2R IR 0 B 2 Ik DR R R s T (ks IR 31—
SRR D (R 4) o 5 JEU PR B R 24 1 — R
115 R 245 49 7 P T £ — RO At it A e ) 2 2
SR 2 T AR IR AN A1 RBURK 1) 245 0 LA ARC i 52 4 1 24
Y, X TCHEE—IURERY )CREIN 0 T2 . (Han e
FIFH EGS s AR VIHEF X993 J5 01 G i e 24 1k S AT 1)
mRNA [y HANEGS J7 41, WX LL LRI Rk, M
T ¥ o e VT i 24 PR P SR YA 7 H I, B I T
FREo b K K. Fs2 b,  Altman Z57F 1997 4F5t
TFRE T TAE, A ss K EGSs 7EHl
RIS ERA s aktE, W& EGSs LA
mRNA (1) LGAEL I BE 3% 5 A1 a1 i 245 28 ) 24 Ut 1 e
22l Altman SE50E I — TR B, BEAL
G EGS s XHIF JLF A P PE LR (Wl gy r A
rnpA) RIEAAIEIER, BFnr DUH ) i 4t
AEFEITT A o AN [ R m At A () ) B 1) A 1
LS AR mRNA JPAUAAAE—E 2 5%, T EGSs H#
mRNA 2 [A) RS UE AR, X PN i
THEGS s ¥ 58 B AR, mT DURE S P4l il 5 —
ol JeB R Y5 1) 35 R JA T A s ) B SL AR e, 3k mT A
TERN BRI P AE T R R FE DAL, X 5T
WA EE— PRS2 AJERNase P
EGS HiARGEA mRNA 7K P01 995 75 A i g 3 R (1)

4 EGSsIARIEA[E 4% Ay R A

YAy EGS #& 7 4L b EiEH e

AR RE RNA A& <85%

IR F 1A 7% <85%
RNA JA M FIAZ A 5% =95%

A RNase PRI AL “60% 80%
M EEEA/C ~60%80%

S B iR L <85%

C B eIk 55 =AM >80%
NMDA 524k >60%

KIGHT & B FUHE T ity < 60%
T 1ol 1 Il <60%
RNase P&EHR AL > 60%
i i I >60%
BETE A mRNA ~70%

FiIE, FEPuMhiE . PO RS SEPIVA T AU AR I
T i BRI FH i ¢ 200

RNA7E I PRI s 42 v 1) v e PR iy )
JEIASKNTF T e AR50 A2 R 2 2 AU ) 3B R M
AR 52 SCRNA Jig B ¥ v FRIMO™™ (morpholino) M HATTAE
) PPMO (peptide—conjugated phosphorodiamidate
morpholino oligomers) /&5 —JEEHG T RANERIZER
BT 250, MO 2 5 ¥ mRNA J7 41 B AN 52 4% R
JBL W AG I mRNA (157 5037 JEgRiGIX, T
mRNA BEIPE, A3 SR KPR, PPMO L
MO AHELAESERZ IR P 5° R 2 T —BUE STHT 2
FRIPIKEL, IR BOE o — A = 2 I R Ik A 41
MO i, ARl i O g sl IR IR i, A
INAE—E FE B _EAR YT MO BN 40 Mo S AR i #E
B it ) 3, 3B M N T MO AL RNA [H]FI26 A1 )7,
P T REUTBR AR .

RNAL BLGR (M) R IHES) T LLRNA %O % TR
B A 25 AR SRR SR R FH TR R g o Btk
Ah, B2 5 BT TR N7 P A Pk
AT X I B TR AR AR SN AT JE PR 208 T
R .

RNA 75 PR 2 08 i 4 b 2 v 1) I FH 2885 3 ) 1)
Watson—Crick FiXf ), X2 T4 7 RNA 431 1%
THEMEE o AT TR BE R ZR I EHLHI 22 7 v e
T AN ARSI T
EGS F1'siRNA MHIEE PRI RIE IR, 4R Bor,
EGSs ¥ [n) I RIUTERE 86 %% 24 h 5t W] WL ()R
B, 1M siRNA ¥E [ I7E 48796 h P A MLER BIAH NV )
FERIPTEREY o ZEPTA /D RNA 20 Frr, EGS fE Nk
RIVG T 249 A ZE R R I R VR 97 S5 A R I T
B4t He, WETERNase P i AA/E
TS EANP A AT, HesEik, K
X, RNase P YIEIHEA N & EE: e, AU
B BRI AN, G Em R A ER, V)
FS AT e fE,  H e o0 T H A i mE e )
friE ), HEILABEE R 25— FF, EGSs {fElf
PRI AR AR S I da . Aee PSR R A, Bbah,
EGSs %% RNase P [¥){8 /) SV E a0 2 i R Y
RN A% RG] . AR )i A2 AR EGS s
s1RNA FE5E VG YT 9T R KA, — BRI
RN o AEAoE PR J7 T EAS TR e
A2, KFRNA TR 2R 27 - SRR AT B A i R EGS s
JPBUARICEIPPMO, - AT T G 40 1 A A% PR 1A D7) g P e
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fitt, — R LIRS/ RNA PIREME . A
THEPREGSs NI AR h DI RIRCR I HES,  AfTT4]
FIHE ML RNA G I AN 45 50 E E EGS JFFI 5 K
Ui, CAMGSRIKH) 5 A 2 () ) oy FRERE L%, ak 2
A E], X MIGS RNAB2, {HMI1GS RNA
LI FH 215 A 2 200 i e — > T3 M Ay TR 2 R A
W, RIS M1 RNA BplA] & 4E/EH B C5 cofactor £E
NBI R ANAEAE, Wl ik M1GS RNA 76 A9
DNy N B S E NIt 0 S b A D e B A v £
H LAy

IUAEAR 22 G RN R 290 1 L RE & — MRS X
Fe— PR, PRSI K, LARNA Sy LA
TEREE R 9% BA T Z T, nTRARY,
M VF2 BP0, X RLF A4 Al tman 204% i
WIHRH EGS s ME& 4% o

At AR ZRE ) s itk R, AR AR A 1
TIOR3k . IR L T RN ThEE, B
PIERTT T8 Thee, AMrEdiferh 228, HIvfEdt
W R AR 3, XTI IE R T AR L
FRNA A X2 —HAE I RES S,
ATV A e R OB e ke, JA A A —REIN IS
B BRI R R —AN AT, A 2
WELBIY), MBI MR e e A ar i AL/
NS A RS B, FRIEE G
WA AARMIAT, WiEEEmEE LR, X
ZRETE R T RENR T RNA 76 2E v th Ay 4 55 22 () b
Bro ARMTERR B9 A 5 S R AR 25 5 4 R S e
MIOE, RNA 7R MLV TT 299001 K b AR A
PP, NERE B, A0 M AR A R Y D RE
RNA, #miRNA. ncRNA #5418 K 254 & oF filva
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