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The carcinogenic potential and bioavailability of cadmium (Cd) from food
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Abstract: Cadmium is a heavy metal that is often referred to as the metal of the 20th Century. In the general
population, exposure to cadmium occurs primarily through dietary sources, and, to a lesser degree, drinking
water. Although the metal has no known physiological function, there is evidence to suggest that the cadmium
is a potent metallohormone. Although epidemiological strong evidence was available to document the carcino-
genic potential of Cd, but in view of the remarkable concentrations of cadmium involved in some locations of
world, and often contradictory reports in the literature, it appears that much remains to be learned about certain
details of cadmium toxicity, and confounding factors such as co-exposure to other toxic chemicals and life style
factors, for example, cigarette
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