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The function of L-selectin in the leukocyte activation
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Abstract: Lymphocyte recruitment onto inflamed tissues requires cells tethering to and rolling on vascular
surfaces under flow. Recruitment of leukocytes is controlled by a variety of adhesion molecules expressing on
the surface of the endothelium and circulating leukocytes. The members of selectin family play important roles
during the lymphocytes rolling on the vessel. L-selectin, a member of selectin family and constitutively express-
ing on leukocytes, plays a fundamental role in the lymphocyte tethering on the vessel. Except for its role in
adhesion, L-selectin can serve as a signal transduction molecule. We review the function of L-selectin in the
leukocyte activation from its structure, adhesion and signal transduction functions here.
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