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Cell fusion mediated by viruses: new insights into initiation

and progression of cancer
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Abstract: Cell fusion has crucial physiological significance. Cell fusion mediated by tumor viruses, however, may
promote the initiation and progression of cancer. Compared to traditional mutagens, the cell fusion caused by
tumor viruses can reasonably explain many phenomena found in some virus-associated cancers. The view that
cell fusion mediated by tumor viruses may induce cancer has important significance for understanding the
mechanism of virus-associated cancers and based on which adjusting therapy tactics of cancer.
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HPV: human papillomavirus; HCV: hepatitis C virus; HBV: hepatitis B virus; EBV: epstein—barr virus; KSV: kaposi sarcoma virus;
HTLV-1: human T-lymphotropic virus 1
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