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Human defensin in Antiviral immunity and its research progress
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Abstract: Human defensins are endogenous cationic polypeptides with broad spectrumof antibacterial activities,
produced by neutrophil, Paneth cell and mucosal epithelial cells. Inrecent years, inaddition to antibacterial
activities, defensins were also found to have remarkable inhibitory effects against virus at several aspects,
including direct and indirect antiviral activities mediated by immune reactions. In thisreview, the antiviral
mechanisms of human defensins and its research progresses are described,with the aim of providing a

comprehensive understanding of the biological functions of human defensins and theoretical posibilities for

the development of defensin—based antiviral drugs.
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