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Inventory of higher fungi in the Hengduan Mountains of southwestern China

YANG Zhu-liang
(Key Laboratory of Biodiversity and Biogeography, Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Kunming 650204, China)

Abstract: The Hengduan Mountains region of southwestern China, a world’s hotspot of biodiversity, is very rich
in fungal species. Although over 4 000 species of fungi were identified in this region, representing about 40%
China’s known fungal taxa, the known number of species is merely a very small percentage of the total. We have
made mycological expeditions in the region in the last ten years annually, and about 7000 collections were made.
Having studied some fungal collections, 2 genera and over 50 species new to science were described in the last
ten years. However, a large number of remaining new taxa are still undocumented. To promote the study of the
fungal diversity there is of both scientific and practical importance.
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