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The biological function and antitumour effect of interleukin-21
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Abstract: Interleukin-21(IL-21) is a type I cytokine and mainly produced by activated CD4* T cells. IL-21 targets
a broad range of lymphoid and myeloid cells of the immune system and therefore is able to regulate innate and
acquired immune responses. IL-21 has effect on T-cell activation, B—cell Ig—production, NK—cell activation.
Moreover, Many researchs demonstrated that IL-21 has antitumour activity in several preclinical models. When
combining IL-21 with other cytokines or drugs, the antitumour activity can be enhanced. Here, we provide an
overview about the biological function of IL-21 and its prospect in cancer therapy.
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