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Bionic vision: current research and future challenge

REN Qiu-shi
(Institute for Laser Medicine & Bio-photonics, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: As the research hotspot of restoring vision for retinitis pigmentosa and age—related macular
degeneration, visual prosthesis can form the visual perception and restore vision by capturing image with a
microcamera, processing and encoding, transmitting the signal to the neural stimulator and delivering the
current pulse to the neural system. Generally, threemajor types of visual prostheses are currently being developed:
stimulation of the visual cortex using cortical implants, retinal devices implanted in the subretinaor epiretina,
and stimulation of the optic nerve. This paper will introduce the current progress and future challenge of visual
prosthesis by C—sight group.

Key words: visual prosthesis; optic nerve; EEP; stimulator

RLBE I NSEN R Z LT A @A . N2RIA

ML ARG NI E rh S A D e e S ORI 4%

P AT A5 R 70% LU LSk AR . R T i A
M-S, ks, SEBEAMANE. 2
MIRTAER R IAE R . SO IR NG 2
i, EALGE RS EARST— B MEROBE. Mz, M
)RR e S EUR Y], HaE 2 5E0E 1 R
SR SR AR PR (0 21 A8 (retinitis pigmentosa,
RP) FIZAE B M (age—relatedmacular degeneration,
AMD ) & PR i = B A I B AR, AR SR, B4R
BrHE 75 7 2 AT AR YR B, i At SRR AR AT 12
1&5‘]%%[7)1%@%@5@5%%0 PR 3 0 E A TT
— 4B HREE .

B o PULIRIE BTG BT e B AL %, AR IR Bk
MRS PR, ML R 2 e AT
TN FDRIT, AR ARG e GRS R AT
PRI BE |, A0 IS 1) D' 26 52 i (R P At i A FRL
FHA0 ) 722 2GRS, F 85 BUER I J5 352 B
AR ASE 5 7 AR SE S 5 FGEE S, B
T LR R s 22 e Al i (RSP . XU Al . 6
KA. T i) A 22 m 4, S

YtS HEE: 2008-12-15
Bi{E#E: rengsh@sjtu. edu. cn



o5 2 3]

AERKCSE: UL B OB 5 3 o 5 1 e 1 3k 235

JEE A28 70 I 285 PR T Ak B A A 28 71 40 JRL T Jse sl A P
R R R R U ESRVE I PRSI AINE R UIESY (DN N
e RS RN I A A S (5 N
B Ml s AW SRR B 2 IR,
R AR, A R T AR R T AR L B S AR
oo AL FAR— B MM, MApee . R
Fe JZ SR A T e AL (R 5 AR, S
P L P EP S = DNG APNE 2 i\ Pl PR T )
PIBTEUE o 2T SR T FORR W s € 32 A M 2
PEE . Tk, BREEREU TR FAREUE
A EEIRIT TG, ARG R IR R YE IT 45
AR ALl (2 3R A . A B B AR P A P IR
P I3 MG 5 i DR i 3 35040 2% B B TR Z A 0E
I i it -

HIBNARLL 2, FE A A 23005 e e N AT TR
(RIS, AR A H R 52k 2 1 5 AR D e il
50 Y o S8 5 HI A B sl A — Lo A 2L
REMVE 2 FRION. ), iy 1 e i 2 1) i R A4
a0 B S I A% o RE T SRR T 3 FH T M B Wr
77, ARENATR TR E NSRS . A0 R
SERNAT A S, B R A F T DL RN R AR
o B S L ER R TE AL tHIR,  APRVREE IR
J&&, PRI ARAS B A JE, 3K A R (B A R A
FUAiE T 0 £ I EE AR S FRF .

1 WHRAR 5%

FRE H A BRaf SR, R A mT LSRR
0 % (R AR A B AT R, DU ARG
TR E AR, S ERAATEA BT LUy AR
JEAEAA S PR B R 9 IS A ;A0 I e A 42
LA I B () A5 T DA DR A0 P S A AR R
WA AR NAAS

2 NRNTE (intracortical implant): P EAA
S0 3 T AR R 2, T ek R R R
FERRIB o He e, B RO B 2 T RN
KB BHUR AL B B R &0 A & AL AR BE
YA, 30 I AN O PR Al LRI B A1) L R JORRL B
=, PR . 1 Dobelle A S (MY AR IE, 4>
BB ek 20 W] ELHR AR B K SR B, AEDGE B3
. BENML SRR Z HHRAE ST . Normannl 552 7E
PO J7 IR T Utah BB IES], FEA T BAE 2 4>
PR A AR N T7 T BRI AR o RV R S 2
FNE PR EE /N, BT HERsE S,
AT B A SR B, A B8 IR 22 4 A sk

s 534h, T RIS B Rz A, — eI
PIREDE AL B 2K s P, AT RE D RS IR T P R R
FEIEA it — BT

KRR R A2 (subretinal implant): ‘2K
I PR R B 400 R T P R N 3 ik 8 B R AR
WA 2 1) PR A JE T 2, NS DG 2 48t i 70 20 T P
AT TR SRR DX LA %) 1 () XU A 28 76 o AW S AL
AT B S E Z AR Chow WFFT /N B R4 ]
Tubingen ] Zrenner /NHZEWHF5T . ChowiF5T /N
T E 10 44 838 FEEAT RIS ™ o Al TR T )
AR MO B %% (micro—photodiode array,
MPDA) It FL4% 2 — 3mm G sl P SR fall Fha A o 41 41
B EAEULE TR R . BN Rk
BP0 o6 W AU 16z
AN PR AR R B G AP 2R T I 45 340 R AR B P
55 LA PO H AR LA IR JIE s 2 T AH
X Gy ANTEIN RGN IR AL B ]l
FINRIE R B AL s (R0 I N ANV F
Z . CESROCBZ BN G iR e, IR T
NG RN J5 BH L T MR 2% 5 1) 31 2 A1 Y
JEEZH ZUE FR A T, 2t JTe AR 5 ) 1) 25 41 5
FARUEFEE I HAras s AR BES1 73 # F R
BROREA, P2 2R B F AR /INAS A DL T 42 40 9 i 4
JH.

MM AN (epiretinal implant): BB
FEL W2 5% 1) REL N, 3 g A R AL D 1Bz ] (4] A R R T )
WA ZE 5 40 o DAV SR 0 . R S R N i /e
TR B AR S B AN COD AHMLR LR, &5
FALEE L Gt A A AT FER K . AH DGR
FULHA M K2 5 R B TR 2L o R B
FE MM R AR B G M 7K 2 R 5 [E AR 1
[l 5 5286 % (ORNL) Bl 7R o [l 5 536 %8 (ANL) « 5
e A 95 S /R B SR S50 = (LLNL) 9% 3] vy 3 4 [
K920 % (LANL) « SANDTA [H 585285 (SNL) 2% 5
ANE K E SRR E S, X2 B Humayun 4151/
AT o AT R T PR A 5 [ REUS S A ) S P
X3 AEI 900 J7 3 TC B Wy, H AR AR TR i A bk
A E R 1 000 ASFIRLGEAE A R . A 5T IR
b, A5 2002 B D KR B AA K IHAE ALt 3R
PERR IR A o Al A 7 [ ) b s 4 [ B
EF5UA (Northern German Consortium) . HAS
Nagoya K% [ Yagi®™ . #LMBE FAE AL S AT A
PR RN 8 (DS i S | e 1 R A



236 ARl

21 %

M CAGRAY, i R PR K R 75 2 v FeL A e
FHRMLI: Hoh, iR Tamkt, 218
JE LAY A R s A, A b, ek
PRIME, 7T G5 SSOR0 0 RS 2L 19 1 R A0 ) 65 %

PAPZFE NV (epiretinal implant): FRAHZAR
ATt L IREAC I KA C-S ight T 58 /INH = 4F FiT it Y
— PR T LA N AL BT T R (D) o PR
o A 22 1 0 JH ) e S T SR AE M Ak,
15 AR N K I 28 2 Ab o 753 FL 51 N T e 4% B
Hl, RN ST MRS, T AR A
WATHE G fRh. BEMR. Ld, I HH
PARZE AR, AR AR A NS BIUIED 23- A P
1 ffizn. Tl B i I T2k, 2
HLR R BIO — MEMES. C-Sight BFFT/ N8 IR AESE
B SRS IGAE T ] ) N Ak A o 2 s A
5 RS BT I AT AT o %07 VE R FRAR T R K
RO o Jo v AR e L B 0] A A SR 43 4 SR A A

JUEAEE I BN ZE R, BT A EAE = ik
HEA — RV XL T7VE2 1] W 2 1)
X e S Al RGBT o B (B A T2 2y,
e PRAME BICEETR 2 RIS S AL B 4y R
S5 AR 43, L Rl I S A 2R A AT (S
ghHaeEfL. Tt F5BUEESRERKRE
B Bz BRI 25 S AP 2, AT g
MR HAE S, Jl I TG 2k iy X AR 244 RN
fE, 7 A R o OR824 DL AR AL

\ _’__,_f"’f—r
Stimulating the Axons at
the Optical Nerve
By Penetrating
Micro-Electrodes Arrays

2 C-sight'/MEMIRITIEMEEHE
2.1 PLAREE s A0 B J2 M) I PR A L A BT

23

Ji

FEI S8R0 D) ReAE & 1) 55, (Esh iy b
BEAT AL AR RS, — T e e s TR
ARORIEHE Py AR A28 N AR AE 5 T7 S il AT 15
Ty JT R IX A N TR T 5, IRZE AL
P2 B S e 1) ) A CORE A B = F s O i
(electrically evoked potentials EEPs) f{I5ZN™ o iZATF
TR RRAREEARAR AT 58 LA AR B B 41 1) 2 T
517 R AL S50 AR 3
2.1.1  PphEe ARG A A0 S i [,

AW FOR RN 23S 22 S ARG 4 22 v ik,
BRI G AE R A 28 EAT WO, AR R
JHE N A o 52 471 R s i B2 P ) s FELAR B 21, B9
P R A0 B T2 X 88875 37 7 (EEPs) o

S 25 RN, R £ 52 3 r I RO
FEB IR B R RN Lk 25 & IR EEPs {55 o EEPs
1% -5 815 A v (VEPs) IR AR, (H P13
I AR I ELLL VEPs B iZWFIU4E B3R, FRIA
U RO AP AT FER, T AAERIL R =5
K5 VEPs ALK K2 22 i Yo
2.1.2 PR RS AR B J e 1 ) AR 9

SR FH B F A T A8E7 R SURH R Jk v o) 3 0 42 R R
Mze, PRI BEPs [FHLGr BIE ) 16. 04+4. 22
nC, HHN (1) FL 7 2 FE IR 20. 9945, 52 uC/cem?s

Bl HeRETEE



5 2 3]

AERKCSE: UL B OB 5 3 o 5 1 e 1 3k 237

% 18] 1 31 132 58 0K ) 4 T P AW ) 35 0 4o 428 11 )
B, U BRI S AR B i 22, ] LR AR
1] 1 v T AL A 46 1 32 B 98

WEFTal WO I, o8 i) ik o ) ik e, BRI
FELJAE B i o TR 385 I im0, (L B (R4 B o
AR R R, Mo H, MR AT [ e AR, %
Ok 5 14D L SR e 0 75 A B KT L I 2 J2 145 e T Y.
AR, A ko 1 R A T DA R
A KR BROR
2. 1.3 A ZHCR GRS R AR 200 Y (1)
IS TR AT 5T

S A AR, oo ) R e 6 2 8GRl
PO L K RS TR L O S R SR AT
PL AT R DL SRR IR TE) 5 B JE 5 R R 1Y)
AR B 2 A o S v ) b 8 e
Kynl 51 EEPs (¥ P1 YRR AL 3 0, {5 1 fildk
A AR 60nC B, W MY BE N RIX . %45
RALIR, AE R B P e R e 28 18 AT H
W VAR R R R B A ARRIREERDCLIM . Sk,
GURHAE S8 1R R, LA AT AT ) PR BB % 125 e o
KNRAE R B JZ W o 17 FL, 5 4 i ey N8 {H )
BETEAN RS WP AT HRINT, SRR IR SR A 4
{14 P Ao P P T A 12 B KT PL s, i LAl f
TR P FEL Ao T~ 1887 i BT S8 A ) i 8 B T N

gity R seae gt Bk W, FIAS IR S E0 i il
R A 26 0] LAV R AN [ 47 P 10 2 J2 i 187 o AR A, 5%
PR SRR S 0 Ay P 28 i, RERE R R

ORI B2 JZ Wi, DAY T RE NS 5 et AL e 8 R R T85O A 2%

PR R R
2. 1.4 AR TR HE RIS A 285 A B T i .
2 TR R PERIE 5

TEAMEFC, 2 W b A PR AN [ 205 o 3k
PRAREE, AR J2 5 A e I 1) 2 [R) A AR o 45 3
SR, A pe ] e (SR B G e, B )
R IR 2 5K 254 k2. 1.3 g, 4
SRR P B NN, R 2 e 1 5 B T ) TR, 3L
IS PR DX 3 AR B 2 3880, I s A 48 F RIS T 1
LI e A L A K SEIR S IR BoR, 4
ANTR PSR A 5 RBOAAR R I, 15 R 2 2 T
()20 1) oy A A A B 5 (1 2) o RN W
AR B 5 AN ], L R m B (555 e K
IS (18 2% [ A7 e DA R ) B ) 22 ) 3 A i PR B A AN T
NGUAT T A0 A 00 7 T RN 4D SR e et L 3 T4
PR30 7 T AR N P SRS R AR N 5 R T B s FL Y
ORIz Em N, i HBRERTS 2 . %45 KR,
T T A AR 0 A TR AR A, AT DU
AU v XA A 8 P 3 R 1 K
2.2 WAL RS

B R G T A B AR R A, H 3
BEH bR S Dh e 18 I nl R R AE RO AL
WA, @GRS A (s 5 A B T
RIS ARAE L B S AL TR 22, SR %
BEIENL RSB 1, WF AT B s o A A%
B . IRIhRE. AR B AR T S ke

A B C

Pagr-1

Poir2 =1 Pair-3 P
N 3 |
] b1} i ] i 0o

Lot ove ecwncs
Spentn C) e C ) —— .
+-——'ﬁ::: e N -
‘r_;uuu_ ./iji - v \“- I——-f:;g :
|' i _" : .‘( : \naf=
"._\_ - ) _{.' ',_\. ,I s .-". . o
160
— -
Ry, = A
7 o i
ie H—f—1
!:\' - 7 e
fw [
2 y <
] = 2 @ (2] [ o =
Throe Cuivenl Fdenily (wA)
120 V)
B2 ZBERRAHKLEERESIERER



238 ARl

21 %

AR .
2.2.1 KGRI LB RS

BT ARAAR B GRS A BREE K, WISy
PR ARIIRE. AMARL, FTRIAHR NI CMOS 4
Bk WIS T DSP EEARMEHE . mtkhe. (K
DR BA B RS, 'S UG KA S I B R AN
BAERGE, e A m s T e etk g
JE 4 G fiR A T %
2.2.1.1 "TRARERGSLAEAPEAL 6 CMOS $5
ST T Wi S AL, SR B A AL S R AR A1
TSGR LT E S, A AR AREEN, BurlL
YIRS . B IR AR FR e b KA 1) T R
Smm, I AJEE S5mm, & T7E R AL AARTE RN o
FARJG, BEHIATIREA R AP, HELLUEE— 5

i wk lli%

B3 RREKAENEN CMOS HIRE ARG FiFtT

IR A A O (B 3) o R PG 5 43 BT % IR 8
PR &5 R, ZJy B TR,
2.2.1.2 JETDSPHIARE G RGHEH] W
T HEET DSP S AR CMOS $E4% Sk i B3 K AR 4%
L. e T BECREEIR SN P I 'S EIHGEY
AE PR A R AT EHLE R AU DS P RGNS
Mo A AU G AL B PE R 2, AT 7T
TMS320DM64 2 (A VEARIBIA TAE. LT — &
HIIE A T AU A G A B SR 5. il P
B RIS 7 = GG B, TS 201 R
ARG G AL B R ok iR e, 3ot b
. G BG AR E DL, HEAT A% AT, AR
PTG Z  FE s G oy i =25 TR . s
HAREG . FREG . W = ZORR I EG RH = Fh
AN PG A B S . 7R IERE b, FRATTIEAT AR Y
AL O B B 22 500G, 4581 T — 26t Gk By
FAHRSTEXMEELS L.

2.2.2 MR ZWEM BRSSP AR
D RERL FL R I3 1 R G A AW B 4 o 7R IE
W TARREE, AR REEIk B RSN EIE 5
Jo s ESTIE R YR AR B TR IO A Y L AR BT
TR R, b ) R i R e TR A S AT AR
YA 2 () IR £ A5 5 238 45 U 5 s
R 25 VA S H RIS Y 4 R [ BT i 38
e, B 4 SR D T S B T, AR
S 0 e s IR AL e A, T ORE MR E T
5 AR RS A T R A B0 A B ) R

BRI ML . EMEAEAT, FEUE 5 R 3R AR A A5
skin l—Im— — — — — ——————————————— I
plantable Neural Stimulator
Common
' Stimulus Driver Curment l Electrode
E al Part ‘ ] P:':on[ro‘[ U:;:d Vi Ly Stimulus Driver 1 s Output I B [lectrode |
Image Acquisition . - l " DCDULI’!.E g 5 8 [ I
image Proccssing ) " \i I Coml}.l:iitraﬁnn - .].m:::i;-'i‘zn > g § = > IM} - I > Electrode 2
Coding X ixJ Contral K I
Communication l Electrode State 5‘::';::1.'[:] i : I :
' . Maoniloring #
- l L P Sti Driver 64 —I—D—Electmde 64
| LL/ P L
ADC < o~ S
Lo < N I
! L Vari uh]:é‘i Amplifier Preamplifier I
e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o -

RF Transmission

B4 BARS BB ERRHEFER S RIER



52 AEAKSE: RRSE AR 0 S0k J 5 i I 1 B e 239
AETH A P4
pwM | B e | PWM

el VY s TS | S L Y

== | il [ PRBKE |3 £ | TSR [ g | —7:
' |
[ mERfE

| P (S L | it gtey l;.......... EZIh# [ 4 o T (|| mesasgod) |

ﬂ’;ﬁ%“ it R o il | J B i ] ﬁ;iﬁém |

3% T, s X7 I&%’ | 1 8 11T e

| (DSP) . {
| oA |

| i

Felin s |

[ = e A
¥ | — - .: !__ - 'll
%-~g£$$l o R

VEANIY S

;um%ﬂX%%

[owm |||
iRk 28 | i

A P9 fli oy

E5 SHsnfkin Rt SR ER

JSSeE Y SR LIE €/ T VLTV L BURE A IV THE G N2
BRI A AR 2 R AR LS

Forr, S i 2 e A0 A6 BE AR A 1T 1) £
AR KR 2, WiEl 5 fs. e Aeimis ™k
BARGMGER, LBk EAm RN,
FEAR N BEER BT A5 5 e 1 R S A AT
YR S L LU O T s L TR R A i T 0
FEBAT SRS R AR A s Bt K A i v
R AR A5 RS A% = AR A b AL & LA
3 RESH&

FEAANZE E (R A A S SRS o JRATIR T LA
LA T, ARFRATTIE AN 2 AL I J5E 2140
MRZE IR AN SC AR, AN 2 JA ] 21T S 1 2 AL
PRI —DIRETRAL . XL TATH) AR K TR
(FrPkdilo xbibt,  FRATI U S Ik 40 (K AR A7 vl
RIS, JFEWT TN EEPs ¥R B 11
frs K EMRT B N6 2% AR 15 52 J2 1) 22 T Al %
WA R, 78 70 R E AT AN R I T) R TR 34
AP A 2 BRI G, B B JZ i
B BLAOE S AR 2K, S PT TR R0 B
KA

WA BRI N S5 B REPE VPN . T B) )
SI 56 6 Uk R B A T BE AR AT 28 P2 HE N I R B HT 2
RPN REE R . AERBAERT N, sl
BT A7 XA ) DR 2 BATTAR K AR — Kk
o MR ARTEA, Bl G A AR B . PET -
CT BB EMRT S5 1)iz FR 35 B BT 13k A5 30

LB JZ I 5E B DI REAT AR R, PRAS RS B4
WA AT Rk

BB A e M AR R IFFE . TR IR
il BATATT AN LW 2 KR A4t 2
2 DA BEWE AL FEAS R A R . i paX A i)
A, RATHAT T — RANMBTT. B, T2
B, W TR A DU R ] T ZRER W
12x12 (R F DT T EASR AP U K AL 9815
B W T EREBARKIN T, 8x8 H & 6%6 B
IR P S i ik Sz S R SR L2 T SN
HUARE H RO E - OB R ZE IR A AL A
AR RAT R e T4k, BT T4
BEEARFEN 5 ORI A IR AT BVERIE Y, L T
I B L)W AL VA RS I AT A
TREARAEN TR AR ZE AR A =, 0 Hdt
TR A B S REVEVF A o

o B AR B IR 1. 2l TE R A2
TR 5 B WA 2 A S, S IR A e A
WA R MO VR A R G AL (B A 1
ME— WP, RS AR I PR REDL S
HALYE T X W AT 1 T ik £ S 2L
P, Hwh S EEMNEYAEE . ST ZR
Ml MBI AL RS RO JaliE — 2

PESE I RE R e,
4 R4

N TR AR A A& 244 [ s B RPFITAMD i35
HEAT A EAS Z IOIF S AL AR O R 2



240 ARl

21 %

SRR AL N BRI, A BN T KR 1
FHIIZE Y, RGZFER R, M — R8T LR
EN S SIS 115 PR R = & NI SN TR
s FRT, 2 EWFTTN X A R RE
FE BT T — bR, (B 2 BORR 1)
FSCBEH A ) AT A e o TRATARAE BEAE BT 5T IR
ATECAR 5835, WE B AR 20k 3 B B N
.

(& % 3 #]

[1]  DobelleWH. Artificial vision for the blind by connectinga
television camera to the visual cortex. ASAIO J, 2000, 46: 3—
9

[2]  Normann RA, Maynard EM, Rousche PJ, et al. A neural
interfaceforacortical visionprosthesis. VisionRes, 1999, 39:
2577-87

[3]  ChowAY, Chow VY. Subretinal electrical stimulation of the
rabbitretina. NeurosciLett, 1997, 225:13

[4]  Zrenner E, Stett A, Weiss S, et al. Can subretinal
microphotodiodes successfully replace degenerated
photoreceptors? Vision Res, 1999, 39: 2555-67

[6]  RizzoJFIII, Wgatt ], Loewenstein ], et al. Perceptual effi-
cacy of electrical stimulation of human retinawithamicro—

(6]

(7]

(8]

9]

[10]

(11]

(12]

electrode array during short—term surgical trials. Invest
Ophthalmol Vis Sci, 2003, 44(12): 5362

Humayun MS, Weiland JD, Fujii GY, et al. Visual percep—
tioninablindsubject withachronicmicroelectronic retinal
prosthesis. VisionRes, 2003, 43: 257381

EckmillerR. Learningretinaimplantswithepiretinal contacts.
Ophthalmic Res, 1997, 29: 281-9

LiL, Hayashiday, Yagi T. Temporal properties of retinal
ganglioncell responsestolocal transretinal current stimuliin
the frog retina. VisionRes, 2005, 45: 263-73

LiL, SunM, CaoP, et al. Avisual prosthesis based onoptic
nerve stimulation: 7n vivoelectrophysiological study in
rabbits[C] 7th Asian-Pacific Conference on Medical and
Biological Engineering, 2008, 19: 54-7

Tian Y, Yu W, Chai X, et al. Image reduction and feature
extraction based on DSP for visual prosthesis[C]. 2007 RISP
International Workshop on Nonlinear Circuits and Signal
Processing, Mar. 36, inShanghai, China.

Zhou CQ, Chai XY, Wu KJ, et al. /n vivoevaluation of
implantable micro—camera for visual prosthesis. Invest
Ophthalmol Vis Sci, 2007, 48: E-Abstract 668

Chai XY, Yu W, Wang J, et al. Recognition of pixelized
Chinese charactersusing simulatedprostheticvision. Artif
Organs, 2007, 31(3) :175-82

Ay-NaORO0AT



